Character Builder <

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
i.e. a Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
{or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinesa, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and senfences,

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:

IF*tone:1=  diacritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest prolonged

4 pone: 2 = diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

I tone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2to 1 to 4,
low to lowest fo high

4™ tome: 4 =  diacritical mark \ pitch: 5to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Light-sound words, which
have no definite piteh, carry ho discritical mark amd
are marked by 0.

This week: Words about relatives

Putonghua pronunciation: ginl

Cantonese pronunciation: chanl

Meaning: parent, family, marriage, close, kin,
blood-relation, dear, in person, kiss

¥ (radical R jian2, see/utmost) means close-related/dear. ¥
# (shvangl ginl = pair-close/dear) = parents. 338 (fud ginl =
father-close/dear) = 8 #(ginl diel = blood-related/real-father
= ## ba4 ba0), BH (mu3 ginl = mother-close/dear) = il
(ginl niang2 = bload-related/real-mother = #§8 mal ma0).
A (ginl ren? = close/dear-people/ones) = family member(s),

Bachelor and spinster $838 (xiang4 gini = view-close/dear =
meet, view/assess each other as marriage-candidate, L3
(cheng? ginl = succeed/complete-close/dear = marry), enlarge
BE (ginl gil = close/dear-relative = cousins/relatives) circle
through marriage.

[# kel ginl = can-close/dear) describes amiable person.
Lovers B (ginl zui3 = close/dear-mouth = kiss), call each
other MEH (ginl ald de0 = close/dear-love-adjectival =

dear/darling). by Diona ¥
y Diana Yue



