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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.) 

The Vesta Accumulator Company Building meets National Register Criterion A for local significance for Industry as the first 
purpose-built factory constructed for the Vesta Accumulator Company, a nationally-known manufacturer of batteries, 
head lamps, and other automobile-related electrical parts. The building at 2100 South Indiana Avenue served as Vesta's 
only known manufacturing facility in the country during the height of the company's growth between 1913 and 1929. During 
its time in the building, the company developed many innovative products for the automobile industry, including the first 
battery-supplied electric lighting for commercial trucks. Advertisements from the 1910s and 1920s promoted the Vesta 
storage battery as the longest lasting automobile battery on the market, and the company developed direct relationships 
with many of the leading automobile manufacturers, including the Ford Motor Company. The building exemplifies the 
development of an important specialized subset of Chicago's manufacturing economy, which provided parts and other 
supplies for the city's thriving automobile industry during the early twentieth century. 

The Vesta Accumulator Company was an important player in the development of the automobile industry along Chicago's 
historic Motor Row, first establishing a presence on Michigan Avenue in 1905 alongside the city's earliest automobile 
dealerships. Although the company moved its sales and service operations to a site farther down Michigan Avenue, 
outside of Motor Row, in 1920, the building at 2100 South Indiana remained in operation through 1929 as one of the few 
buildings on Motor Row where automobile-related products were actually manufactured. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

The Vesta Accumulator Company Building is locally significant under National Register Criterion A for Industry for its 
association with the Vesta Accumulator Company, whose growth in the 1910s and 1920s exemplified the development 
and importance of Chicago's burgeoning automobile industry. 

The Vesta Accumulator Company (1897-1929) 

The Vesta Accumulator Company was founded in 1897 by Chicago industrialist David P. Perry. Born in 1845 in Painesville, 
Ohio, Perry arrived in Chicago in 1878. After first making his way in the garment manufacturing business, Perry's interest 
in applied electricity led him to become general manager of the Standard Electrical Company and an associate with the 
Hyde Park Electric Light & Power Company. In 1897, he rented space in a building at 53 South Dearborn Street and began 
a small manufacturing concern that produced electric lamps for bicycles and storage batteries. 1 The company quickly 
branched into products for the burgeoning automobile industry, and that same year, the Vesta Accumulator Company was 
incorporated as a "manufacturer of automobile accessories such as headlights, lamps, generators, lighting and ignition 
batteries. ,,2 During the early 1900s, the company continued to expand its product lines and its operations in Chicago, 
relocating to larger quarters in May of 1902 and again in 1905, when the company moved to the just emerging Motor Row 
along South Michigan Avenue. 

Following the Fire of 1871, Michigan Avenue south of 12th Street developed into an exclusive residential district of 
impressive mansions, high-end rowhouses, and stately churches. Just after the turn of the century, however, the character 
of the area transitioned rapidly into a commercial district that catered to the emerging automobile culture. Residents 
moved to areas farther from the noise and dirt of the city, and Michigan Avenue's wide lanes and smooth pavement made 
it a popular test-driving route for the city's first automobile dealers. By 1920, the mansions and churches had been 
replaced by automobile showrooms and related businesses, which created a unique shopping experience for the city's 
automobile owners. Chicago's Motor Row, which at its height encompassed an area that stretched from 12th Street to 26th 

Street, from Indiana Avenue to Wabash Avenue, was one of the largest early motor-related commercial districts in the 
country.3 

1 J. Seymour Currey, Manufacturing and Wholesale Industries of Chicago in Three Volumes (Chicago: Thomas B. Poole Company, 
1918), 347-348. 
2 Moody Manual Co. Moody's Manual of Railroads and Corporation Securities (New York: Moody Pub. Co., 1922),597. 
3 Linda Peters, National Register Nomination Form for the Motor Row Historic District, dated July 16, 2002, p. 11 
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