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Happy to share
the crown

Defending champions Westfield and
Scotch Plains tied for the girls’
Union County championship
Saturday after the Lady Raiders
won the 400-yard freestyle — the

day’s last event. See Sports, Page
C-1.

Washington School in Westfield is
in the midst of a 50th anniversary
cefebration. A display case in the
school has been filled with histori-
cal iterns to mark the occasion. See
the story on Page A-7.

Tough to he
the ‘New Kid'

A free production of the play New
Kid, which stresses an anti-bullying,
mciusive message, will be offered
this weekend at Cranford's Orange
Avenue School. Residents from sir-
reunding communities are welcome
to attend. See iore about the event
in Community Life. Page B-1

in a Valenting's Day evertt a perforin-
ance of the popukan Py Love L ettms
foaturing Leshe and Ay Minski will
he staged at the Faryood Memorial
Library at 3 p.m. Sunday. The show is
fren,

Commentary ...
Community Life ... 8-1

Prime Time ... B-2
Obltuaries ............... B-4
Heat Estate .............C4
Police Log................A*3
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50 cents

Draft budget calls for 8% spending hike

By BRAD BISHOP

THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — The tax bite from the
town’s 2005 operating budget will likely
be smaller than last year, though munici-
pal spending will continue to climb, offi-
cials said at the Town Council's conference

meeting Tuesday.

In 2004, the council approved a budget
calling for an 11-point increase on the
municipal portion of town homeowners’
property tax bills, That meant a hike of
more than $200 on the average homeown-
er — before accounting for tax increases
from Union County and the school dis-
trict, which by itself accounts for about 60

percent of the property tax bill.

This year's estimated $32.4 million

budget will see a spending increase of
about 7.9 percent, according te Town
Administrator Jim Gildea. Total spending
is expected to climb by about $2.4 million.
Information about the increase to the tax
levy is not yet available, officials said.
Gildea said the town may allocate an
additional $500,000 from surplus to offset
the tax levy in 2005, The aggressive step is
possible because the town has received
strong revenues from the building depart-
ment, municipal court, and meter fees, he
said. Also, the town collected 99.4 percent
of taxes in 2004, higher than anticipated.
In the course of laying out the budget
before the full council — the Finance
Policy committee has been working on the
budget for the last three weeks — Gildea
broke expenses down to four categories.

Authority.

Operating expenses are expected to rise
by $650,000, or 9.3 percent. Of that figure,
health insurance is at the head of a class
of big-ticket items, up 14.6 percent,
though that figure could change when the
town reaches an agreement with the fire-
fighters’ union. Other expenses in the cat-
egory include legal costs, building depart-
ment expenses, new health department
expenses and rising utility costs.

" The second category, expenses required
by statute, will rise by $773,000 (15.7 per-
cent) if the budget is adopted as present-
ed. This category includes an 11.2 percent
spending increase for the library, contribu-
tions to the public retirement system, and
““payments to the Rahway Valley Sewerage

Municipal debt is expected to increase

Weird science in cotch Pla

Students Sarah Spitzer, Kimberly Spitzer, Sarah Barash and Rebecca Ames roll up their sleeves and whip up a batch of geoo at the
science fair on Saturday at the J. Ackerman Coles School in Scotch Plains.
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Skibitsky, Caruana vie for GOP nod

By BRAD BISHOP
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD - Although
both November's general election
and Junc’s primary stand several
months distant, two sitting coun-
cilmen have declared their inter-
est in the Republican nemination
for mayor. Four counci! seats will
also be filled on Election Day:.

Last week, councilmen Sal
Caruana and Andy Skibiteky
announced their intent to seek
their party’s endorsement for
mivor. The Westficld Republican

Committee will hold a special
meeting Wednesday night to
select a candidate, purty officials
said.

Though Mayor Greg
McDermott declined comment
about hix political future, party
members indicated  MeDermott
will hot seck re-election.

The filing deadline for candi-
dates is Monday, April 11, Beth
Carunna and Skibitsky's seats on
the Town Council expire at the
end of 2005

Westfield Republican chair-
man and state Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21) said the party
will be well represented with
cither candidate.

“Both of them have shown
tremendous effort and commit-
muetit to  public  service,”
Bramnick said, *It's not an easy
job, and I'm happy that anvone
would want to stay involved.”

Skibitsky, tapped by insiders
ns the frontrunner, was first
elected to the Town Council from
the Third Ward in 2002, The
Schering-Plough cxecutive cur-

rently serves ns vice chairman of

the Public Works committec.

*I lonked at my past results on
the council for two-plus years
and 1 would like to take my
accomplishments to another
level” Skibitaky said. Improving
trattic =atety, more efficient goy-
cernment spending and  smart
growth are among Skibitsky's
goals.

As did the majority of the
council, Skibitsky supported the
town's proposed redevelopment
project at Prospect and Flm
streets, which was overwhelm-

(Continued on page A-2)

Reeve House work would cost millions

By BRAD BISHOP
THE RECORD PRESS

WESTFIELD - A report evul-
uating the historic Reeve House
has found that it mny cost up to
£33 millien to fully restore the
town-owned Vietorian strocture
aad convert @ into g permanent
home for the Historieal Socicty.

The alinnntentvle dwelling,
constructed nround TRTO, atands
A1 Mowntain Ave, The prop
orty har been hast to several fig
nres well-known to loeal histori
anwe, ancluding Hrei Gen Jdehn

Owner of Dean Oil site

By BRAD IISHOP

1"HE mch Wil l;m Ry

FANWOOD Wity the
Horough Connesl puttiog the lin
inhing touehes on the lutout
nmendhpents to e redevelop
mient plan, early indientiona ae
that  the counecil’'s  property
awnes deiven approneh is hene
ing trait

i Muakherjiowho L nonth
epfered into g ottt fo pyr
ehoae the Tnrmer Dean G prop

Historical Society undaunted by challenge

Myriek in the mid-18008; William
Stitt, proprictor of the Westfickd
Hotel, nnd Willinn Edpnre Reeve,
who occupicd the honse for the
first half of the 20th century
The hstorical :“;(H"If"‘\y’ huprw
to restore the house and reloente
s nrchives, offives, mel mnasemn
to the property. Currently, the
urchivers are haused nt the Boared
of  Fdueation  administristion
building on Elim Street and the
musenny isod the municipal

erty fraan Sovers Shgres, Jne
mitiel hie s crndthing 0 20 un#d
towohanas developunent tor The
P20 ncre traet ot Secored St et
and FaGirande Avernim
Muokherji's  property je (e
inly cluulmm!vJ Fraidoating zone
i the roedevelapiwnd tranet 1
witn nlmo Hhe aite ol a townhonee
wopoanl thint was pejecied by e
aanning Honed i 1009 o0y
m-i}!,hlmtﬂ ]n‘nhnatml sapnipat The
plats Though be hinan't finelized
wosite plan, Mukberji promiaed

huilding on Fast Broad Street,
The  organization  controcted
aptly tomed architeet Margaret
Wentfield (o oxnmine the feasibil
iy of restoring the Reeve House

According to rociety preadent
Nuney Priest, the eeport found
bareline expense of S8 milhion
tee et the houses niost pross
inge nweedls, with the potentiad for
the praject to eost up to $3.3 mil-
B, But the voport contains only
vatinpites, Priest ormphosized,

and her organizntion is cureently
oxamining wavs to reduce the
project’s price tag,

“Phe report is o basie iden”
shee wiid, "We need to rise
money, and we're warking toward
thuet goal.”

The Historical Society and the
tow o buve enfeerd into i tomgpae
vy lease agrrecment that will
papire in September, Priest snid
the tgrremment wirs necosasry for
the orponzation’s fundrapang
eltorts. Ta adil to The Hesve

Hantnned an poapce A

eager to break ground

B ddevelapment will Bt within
the paegmetors eatalitished by
the redoveloptient plan,

T think thie witlh be do nbie
within the detaty the hornugh
has alloested for the projeel”
Mukherji «anid

Flie 20 vone old Mulkherji isn
promineat Jubibyist with tlisa to
shateswice Thonoerate amb hne
worked sxtepaively fae Tnderned
sk toedinology companics At HG

e was pated vice chadrman ol
thes Pabligs Ciroangp, whirh nwtis

el uperates Lhe wohte
PobhitiosNd cane, ol e has
workod with 1t one HOO conpn
ties oond namerons povernament
entilies

Flov anbsor freesn Fornnwond ressidend |
i baet Abudchorn s Lo weaphe
bonvily on bie plaonss o the Denn
(hl aite

Py looking nt thiv Tron the
shandproint ol o property ownee,
Ao b poyver, aovd nsoa tenand

HCantinued on page A 2

by about $192,000, which amounts to one
tax point, Gildea said, '

Salaries and wages are slated to
increase by 4.4 percent, down from a 5.7
percent increase in 2004. The decrease
was caused by several retirements and
lower than anticipated costs for one of the
town’s union contracts. But that figure
could climb substantiaily if the town adds
three proposed full-time positions, a
prospect that caused contentious dis-
agreement among council members at
Tuesday's meeting.

Gildea is requesting a full-time human
resources director who would eventually
assume the duties of an assistant town
administrator. Currently, employee mat-

(Continued on page A-2)

New St.
developer
files suit
against
Westfield

By BRAD BISHOP

THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — Negotiations
between Newpointe Realty and
the Town Council over a com-
mercial development at the edge
of downtown have apparently
collapsed, as the developer has
filed a lawsuit against the town,

And in a parallel move local
officials say is unrelated to the
lawsuit, the council last week
terminated a contract of sale
with the realty company.

The council had been holding
closed-session negotiations with
the developer throughout much
of the second half of 2004 over an
undisclosed building proposal on
New Street, near the intersec-
tion of South and Central
avenues. In order for Newpointe
to proceed with its projeet, the
town had entered into an agree-
ment to sell the public right-of-
way on New Strect for $330,000,
subject to approval of the devel-
opment by the Board of
Adjustment,

In the lawsuit, the developer
contests the actions the council
has taken to pave the way for an
age-restricted condominium
development on Prospect Street
to be built by the Ward and
O'Donnell Property
Development Company. The suit
cluims that an amendment to
the town's land use ordinance,
approved by the council in
December and tailored to the
Ward/O'Donnell project, violates
the equal protection rights of
ather property owners, The suit
also  allepes  that  the town
cxceeded its authority  under
New Jersey's Munineipal Land
Use Law,

Newpointe's  bawsuit also
names Ward/O'Donnell as g
defendnnt and seeks to enjoin
Westhicld from implementing or
cenforeing the zoning amend-
ment, Town officials arvived ot
the zoning amendment  after
spending muach of 2004 attempt-
g to cradl lmgoape that would
permt  the  proposed  Ward/
O'Donnell project but prevent
other b bders fromoaainge lor the
sine sceanpnodition

The somendiment casentinlly
allows Wird/OXDonnell 1o con.
Atevet rewidentind unite o the
protnd Foar of their buding, n
wae ol herwiso nol peroatted in
the contral business diptrict,

Tiwn Altorney Raber
Cockren sand b cauld not cam.
ment on pershags hitigntion op
diaensa it potental iopmet o
thee Phospecl Street projeet,
Newpoantehs attorney, Lori Cirif,
sdsa dhehonedd o ronmoent s the
tivw st e the developer’s pepati.
o with Wit el

Wiard/Or el |n'm|‘i|m|
Jrones Waed, camtaeted  this
week, s e whsnt awnee of
the Lowanit e roldeed thnt ing.
tinl demalition oo the Prospec
Steeet wite = weheduded 1o hegin
spgnet ims: nesd inonth

"o erything s on -

hedule, an
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