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Happy to share
the crown
Defending champions Westfield and
Scotch Plains tied for the girls'
Union County championship
Saturday after the Lady Raiders
won the 400-yard freestyle — the
day's last event. See Sports, Page
C-1.

birthday
Washington School in Westfield is
in the midst of a 50th anniversary
celebration. A display case in the
school has been filled with histori-
cal items to mark the occasion. See
the story on Page A-7.

Tough to bo
tho Now Kid'
A tree production of the play New
Kid. which stresses an anti-bullying,
inclusive message, will be offered
this weekend at Cranford's Orange
Avenue School Residents from sur-
rounding communities are welcome
to attend. See mow about the event
in Community Life, Page B-1

See love Letters'
In Fanwood
In a V<il(itttiiw'<< Day event a pvt form-
unco at the populm pkv two I. utti'is
Imturing Leslie and Ann Minski will
he stuuedat the f'mmoo<t Mwnonnl
Library at 3 p.m. Sunday. Thonhiwis
trm.
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Draft budget calls far 8% spending hike
•yliD
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD —The tax bite from the
town's 2005 operating budget will likely
be smaller than last year, though munici-
pal spending will continue to climb, offi-
cials said at the Town Council's conference
meeting Tuesday.

In 2004, the council approved a budget
calling for an 11-point increase on the
municipal portion of town homeowners'
property tax bills. That meant a hike of
more than $200 on the average homeown-
er — before accounting for tax increases
from Union County and the school dis-
trict, which by itself accounts for about 60
percent of the property tax bill.

This year's estimated $32.4 million

budget will see a spending increase of
about 7.9 percent, according to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea. Total spending
is expected to climb by about $2.4 million.
Information about the increase to the tax
levy is not yet available, officials said.

Gildea said the town may allocate an
additional $500,000 from surplus to offset
the tax levy in 2005. The aggressive step is
possible because the town has received
strong revenues from the building depart-
ment, municipal court, and meter fees, he
said. Also, the town collected 99.4 percent
of taxes in 2004, higher than anticipated.

In the course of laying out the budget
before the full council — the Finance
Policy committee has been working on the
budget for the last three weeks — Gildea
broke expenses down to four categories.

Operating expenses are expected to rise
by $650,000, or 9.3 percent. Of that figure,
health insurance is at the head of a class
of big-ticket items, up 14.6 percent,
though that figure could change when the
town reaches an agreement with the fire-
fighters' union. Other expenses in the cat-
egory include legal costs, building depart-
ment expenses, new health department
expenses and rising utility costs.

The second category, expenses required
by statute, will rise by $773,000 (15.7 per-
cent) if the budget is adopted as present-
ed. This category includes an 11.2 percent
spending increase for the library, contribu-
tions to the public retirement system, and

"payments to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority,

Municipal debt is expected to increase

by about $192,000, which amounts to one
tax point, Gildea said.

Salaries and wages are slated to
increase by 4.4 percent, down from a 5.7
percent increase in 2004. The decrease
was caused by several retirements and
lower than anticipated costs for one of the
town's union contracts. But that figure
could climb substantially if the town adds
three proposed full-time positions, a
prospect that caused contentious dis-
agreement among council members at
Tuesday's meeting.

Gilden is requesting a full-time human
resources director who would eventually
assume the duties of an assistant town
administrator. Currently, employee mat-

(Continued on page A-2)

Weird science in Scotch Plains
BROOKS CRANDALIVCORRESPONDENT

Students Sarah Spitzer, Kimberly Spitzer, Sarah Barash and Rebecca Ames roll up their sleeves and whip up a batch of goo at the
science fair on Saturday at the J. Ackerman Coles School in Scotch Plains.

Skibitsky, Caruana vie for GOP nod
THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — Although
both November's general election
and June's primary stand several
months dtatant, two sitting coun-
cilman have declared their inter-
est in the Republican nomination
for mayor. Four council seats will
HIHO be filled on Election Dny.

Lust week, council men Sal
Cnruana and Andy Skibitsky
announced their intent to seek
their party's endorsement for
mayor. The Westfiold Republican

Committee will hold a special
meeting Wednesday night to
select a candidate, party officials
said.

Thuugh Mayor Greg
McDormott declined comment
about his political future, party
members indicated McDormott
will not seek re-election.

The filing {leadline lor candi-
dates in Monday, April 11. Hath
Ouniunn and Skibitsky's sent* on
the Town Council expire nt the
end of 200fi

Wewtfield Republican chair-
man nnd state Assemblyman Jon

Brnmnick (R-21) said the party
will be well represented with
either candidate.

"Both of them have .shown
tremendous effort and commit-
ment to public service,"
Hmmnick smd. "It's not an ensy
job, and I'm happy that anyone
would want to stay involved."

Skibitsky, tapped by insiders
us the frontrunner, was first
elected to the Town Council from
the Third Ward in 2002. The
Schering-Plough executive cur-
rently serves us vice chnirmnu of
the Public Works committee.

"1 looked nt my past results on
the council for two-plus years
and I would like to tnke my
accomplishments to another
level." Skibitsky said. Improving
trallic safety, more efficient gov-
ernment spending and smart
growth lire among SkibitHky's
goals.

As did the majority of the
council. Skibitsky supported tin-
town's proposed redevelopment
project fit Prospect nnd Elm
streets, which was overwhelm-

• Continued on pug** A-2)

Reeve House work would cost millions
•yMMDMSHOP
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WKSTFlrXD- A report eval-
uating tin- historic Reeve House
has found thnt it may cost up tn
$.'l.;i million !o fully restore 11Ir•
town-owned Victorian structure
anil convert it into ;i permniieiil
home for the Historical Society

The Ilnlimifile nlyle dwelling.
CIIIIHI fueled iinnmil IH70, MIMIKIM
ui MM Moiintiiin Avc. The prop
er'ty linn been boat to wvrrnl fig
iirett well-known In hxii 1 Innlon
win. including Hrtg fi'Ti John

Historical Society undaunted by challenge
Myrick in the mid-IHOOs; Willi iun
Sl id , proprietor of the West Held
Hotel; nnd Will i iun Kdgar Reeve,
who occupied the house fur the
firrtt h i i l fo f the 201 h cmilury

The 11 iwtiit K ill .Soeielv lmpen
to reMtore tin1 li'Mi-n• and relonile
Us archives, offices. ; I I I I | museuiil
to the property. Currently, the
itrrhiveH (ire housed lit the Honrd
of Kdiirittioit MilniiiiMt rnl inn
building on Kim Street mid Hie

m i« nl the municipal

building on Ktiwt Broiiu1 Street.
The organization contracted
(iptly-nmni'd architect Margaret
West Hold to examine (lie leu HI hi I
ily of i'ent<iring I he Reeve Mouse.

According; to society president
Nancy I'riesl, the report found a
liMKoline expense of $1 'A million
to meet the hoiiMeVi IIIIIMI press
ing necilH, with the potential for
the projei I I " runt Up lo $.'!,'i mil-
} if it i hut Ihe repoh contains onlv
eut>male>i, I ' l i rs l emphasized,

Owner of Dean Oil site eager to break ground
•y gfuo - two*
r i l l " H i r i >tn» I
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|l!sitl TJ nil (in l|i|o||'|
(I «!!•' phut. Mnlthetji

(.«li n«ivelv lot l i i l e r ix l
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New St.
developer
files suit
against
Westfield

nnd her orgtuiizut ion is currently
examining ways lo reduce- the
project's price tuj;.

"The report is a bnsic iden,"
she said. "We nee<l to mine
money, and we're working townnl
that gnal."

Tlie Historical Snciet v fitul the
t u w u l i i i v c i i i l i ( i i | i n t u i i t e m p o

liny lease agreement that will
expire in September. Priest said
the agreement wan tiei cfiHiH v for
the HI p:i in / I I ! MM i J fuiulrm'Ntng
efforts. Tn nilil In Ihe Rei-ve
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THE RECORD-PRESS

WESTFIELD — Negotiations
between Newnointe Realty and
the Town Council over a com-
mercial development at the edge
of downtown have apparently
collapsed, as the developer has
filed a lawsuit against the town.

And in a parallel move local
officials say is unrelated to the
lawsuit, the council last week
terminated n contract of sale
with the realty company.

The council hud been holding
closed-session negotiations with
the developer throughout much
of the second half of 2004 over an
undisclosed building proposal on
New Street, near the intersec-
tion of South and Central
avenues. In order for Newpointe
to proceed with its project, the
town hnd entered into an agree-
ment to sell the public right-of-
way on New Street for $330,000,
subject to approval of the devel-
opment by the Board of
Adjustment.

In the lawsuit, the developer
contests the actions the council
has taken to pave the way for an
age-restricted condominium
development on Prospect Street
to be built by the Wjirtl and
O'Donnell Property
Development Company. The suit
claims that tin amendment to
the town's land use ordinance,
approved by the council in
December and tailored to the
Ward/O'Donnell project, violates
the eqiml protection rights of
other property owners. The suit
also alleges that the town
exceeded its authority under
New Jersey's Munincipal Land
Use Lnw.

Newpointe's lawsuit also
names Ward/O'Donnell tin a
defendant ami seeks tn enjoin
West field (nun implementing or
enforcing the zoning amend-
ment Town uHicialM arrived nt
the zoning amendment after
spending much of ̂ 00-t attempt-
ing to f r i l l I:M11Mi:i|ii• that would
permit the proposed vVunl/
O'Donnell project (nil prevent
other builders I rum " i i in j ; Inr the
same m COIIHIHKI.II KID

' f i le ;t IIII-MII inrnt essentially
allows VViird/O'Donnell to con-
struct resident ml uiiil ' i on the
J'I'DIIIHI Hunt nt their Iniililinj;. ti
Use ul lierwi ;e not pi'l'tltllted ill
I lie rent ml t it I ̂  i in , din! r id
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