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Abstract

Vietnamese inscriptions (mainly epitaph) became an important part in Han Nom
Heritage due to their great number. Vietnamese inscriptions, compared with other
written documents, had wider geographical distribution and longer time span as well as
concerned more contents, which are one of sources researchers rely on the most.
Though epitaph originated from Han culture, Vietnamese epitaph has its own prominent
characteristic — popularity in non-governmental circles. In particular, inhabitants of the
smallest administrative unit in Vietnam, namely village, are more likely to use epitaph to
record activities in their daily life and pass them down. Under the conditions of heavy
rainfall and high humidity in tropical weather systems throughout the year in Vietham as
well as continuous wars in the past, epitaph, easier to preserve, has become a reasonable
substitute for pen and paper. Epitaph is created primarily to meet inhabitants need in
daily life; therefore, it can authentically reflect dimensions including politics, society and
economy in Vietnamese village before. “Post epitaph” (or “Hou Be”), especialy
popular among Vietnam citizens and neglected in written documents, plays the most

significant role.
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