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THE R.S.S. has often been i n -
the news in recent years. I t 

came in to head lines, however , 
only, , since the assassination 
of Maha tma Gandh i . The 
organisat ion was banned on 
F e b r u a r y 4, 1948 by the Cent ra l 
Government and s imi la r action 
was s imultaneously t aken by the 
P rov inc i a l Governments . As the 
Government of India 's commun
ique stated: " I t has been found 
that in several parts of the coun
t r y i n d i v i d u a l members of the 
R.S.S. have indu lged in acts of. 
violence i n v o l v i n g arson, robbery , 
d a c o i t y and murder , and have 
collected i l l i c i t arms and a m u n i -
t i on . They have been c i rcu la t ing 
leaflets exhor t ing people to resort 
to methods of t e r ro r i sm, to collect 
firearms, to create disaffection 
against the Government and 
suborn the police and the m i l i 
t a ry" . The communique added: 
"the objectionable and h a r m f u l 
act ivi t ies of the Sangh have cont i 
n u e d unabated", and "the cu l t of 
violence sponsored and inspi red 
by the activit ies of the Sangh has 
c la imed many v ic t ims . T h e latest 
and the most precious to f a l l was 
G a n d h i j i himself". 

In r ep ly the Sangh demanded 
that ei ther the charges be proved 
or the ban w i t h d r a w n . Thousands 
of members of the R.S.S. were 
arrested for pa r t i c ipa t ing in the 
Satyagraha w h i c h was launched, 
and la ter were released on the 
unders tanding that the affairs of 
the Sangh w o u l d be r u n on 
democratic lines. The Sangh 
now has its own cons t i tu t ion and 
supposedly elects its func t ion
aries .except ing for the post of 
the Sar Sangh Chalak , w h i c h 
post is inher i t ed by the nominee 
of the previous func t ionary . The 
ban hav ing been removed, the 
Sangh is again engaged in the 
task of organising the coun t ry 
in to its o ld way of t h i n k i n g . 

M a n y questions arise re
ga rd ing the fundamenta l ob
jectives w i t h w h i c h the 
Sangh was founded, and the me

thods of the i r fu l f i lment . W h y 
were the i r objectives Con t ra ry to 
the Congress w a y of t h i n k i n g and 
w o r k ? Wha t was the Sangh's 
a t t i tude towards foreigners in 
general and Mus l ims in p a r t i 
cular? Was i t influenced by 
Naz i methods of mass organisa
t ion? Was it a react ion to Mus 
l i m propaganda for power, to 
fascist organisations l i k e A l l a m a 
Mashr iqu i ' s K h a k s a r movement , 
or was i t a pu re ly c u l t u r a l 
organisation, a iming to rege
nerate the coun t ry into one her i t 
age, one c u l t u r e and one na t ion 
w i t h o u t any reference to Swaraj? 
The task of answer ing these ques
tions has been rendered diff icul t 
because the Sangh, since it was 
founded, has been ca r ry ing on its 
organisat ional w o r k s i lent ly , ever 
spurn ing p u b l i c i t y . Even so, an 
a t tempt has been made in this 
ar t ic le to analyse the Sangh f rom 
the acknowledged sentiments of 
i ts founder, and his phi losophy 
and f r o m the famous treatise We 
w h i c h the present Sar Sangh 
Chalak , S h r i M. S . Go lwa lka r , 
M . S c , L L . B . , w r o t e i n 1949. 

The Rash t r iya Swayam Sewak 
Sangh, was founded on Dasserah 
day in 1925. The founder was 
D r . Keshav B a l i r a m Hedgewar of 
Nagpur . V i c t i m to the operat ion 
of the Risley C i r c u l a r w h i c h 
p roh ib i t ed students f r o m t a k i n g 
par t in pol i t ics , the Doc to r was 
rust icated f r o m the N e i l H i g h 
School for his Vande Mataram 
agi tat ion. The Doctor jo ined the 
nat ional school at Y e o t m a l 
( B e r a r ) . B u t the school was 
compelled to close, and the Doctor 
migra ted to Poona and. passed his 
M a t r i c f r o m the na t iona l school 
there. In 1910, he jo ined 
the Na t iona l Med ica l College at 
Calcutta. He led the batch of 
Maharash t r ian students w h i c h 
occupied the Sant i N i k e t a n 
Lodge, and o w i n g to his notable 
pa t r io t i sm came in to in t ima te con
tact w i t h h i g h l y respected leaders 
l i ke Sh r i Shyam Sunder Chakra -
va r ty and S h r i M o t i l a l Ghosh. 
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Shyam Sunder in pa r t i cu la r 
took a l i k i n g to h i m , and excer-
cised a considerable influence on 
his development. H i s l i fe in Cal 
cut ta fu r the r cemented the feeling 
of affection and respect w h i c h 
abounded between Bengal and 
Maharasht ra since the days of 
an t i -pa r t i t i on i n Bengal . I n due 
course he secured his L . M . . S . 
Degree and r e t u r n e d to Nagpur . 
He was, no doubt , a Doctor bu t 
he h a r d l y ever interested himself 
in set t ing up a practice. Pa t r io t 
to the core, he had dedicated his 
l i fe to the cause of his country ' s 
emancipat ion f rom slavery. He 
pre fe r red to r ema in a bachelor 
because of the need he fel t for 
devot ing his years to the un 
b roken service of the Mothe r l and . 
The present w r i t e r had the good 
for tune to be in contact w i t h h i m 
f r o m late 1919 to 1923 at Nagpur . 
N o t a day passed w i t h o u t our 
meet ing. The present w r i t e r 
even addressed a n u m b e r of pub
lic meetings at var ious places 
along w i t h h i m . D r . Hedgewar 
was a r enowned orator, he kept 
his audience spel l bound. He was 
impat ien t of the s low progress 
the coun t ry was m a k i n g in the 
d i rec t ion of Independence. He 
d i s l iked the cons t i tu t ional agita
t i on w h i c h was being conducted 
by the late L o k a m a n y a for Swaraj 
" w i t h i n the B r i t i s h Empi r e " . He 
wanted complete freedom w i t h 
out being t ied to any apron 
strings. Mahatmaj i ' s non-co-opera
t ion movement hav ing as its ob
ject ive "Swaraj w i t h i n one year" 
immedia te ly enticed h i m . As the 
present w r i t e r recalls the pro
ceedings of the Reception C o m 
mit tee of the Nagpur Congress, 
he remembers how the T i l a k 
School of Pol i t ics was done away 
w i t h b r i c k b y b r i ck , i n w h i c h 
youngsters l i k e D r . Hedgewar 
took not a sma l l par t . A l t h o u g h 
the Doc to r and the present w r i t e r 
were la ter accepted as Associate 
Members of the Rash t r iya M a n d a l 
led by D r . B . S . Moonje , w h i c h 
governed and r a n pol i t ics in C.P. 
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on T i l a k i t e lines, Doc tor H e d -
gewar in his object ive of complete 
independence wen t headlong w i t h 
the non-co-operation movement . 

T h e movement h a v i n g fai led, 
the Doc to r r e t i r ed f r o m i t as 
q u i c k l y as he had entered i t . He 
d i s l iked the w a y i n w h i c h the 
movement was conducted later 
on and the w a y the M u s l i m 
leaders were misd i rec t ing i t . The 
Mop la rebe l l ion created a deep 
impression on h i m , Then came 
the M u s l i m r io t s i n Nagpur and 
the weakness of H indus became 
patent to a l l . The Doctor fe l t 
ashamed of the behaviour of the 
H i n d u popula t ion w h i c h , t hough 
stronger in numbers , was to t a l ly 
disorganised and panicky. Th i s 
set h i m fu r ious ly to the task of 
infus ing confidence in the hearts 
of H indus , and of p repar ing t hem 
to protec t themselves. Thus was 
born the R.S.S. A fa i r ly large 
n u m b e r of volunteers were regu
l a r l y d r i l l e d in to the a r t of de
fending themselves. T i m i d i t y 
gave place to courage, and the 
nex t t ime there were r iots , the 
M u s l i m s had a new experience. 
They had to r u n away and leave 
N a g p u r en masse for safety. 
They, as aggressors, had sown the 
w i n d . They had to reap the 
w h i r l w i n d . This success infused 
a feel ing of courage in H i n d u 
hearts, w h i c h was reflected in an 
i n f l u x of s t rength to the organisa
t i o n . 

The Doctor 's p r o - H i n d u feeling 
hav ing been awakened, i t always 
had the upper hand. The Con
gress pol icy of appeasing the 
M u s l i m s enraged h i m . Later , the 
C o m m u n a l A w a r d and the orga
nisat ion of the M u s l i m s on com
m u n a l lines, not for Swaraj bu t 
for Pakistan, fu r ther spur red h i m 
in to ac t iv i ty . M e n t i o n must be 
made here of the deep impression 
made on the Doctor 's m i n d by 
S h r i V . D . Savarkar 's r evo lu 
t iona ry past and his ideology 
w h i c h c la imed Hindus tan for the 
H i n d u s . The Doc to r considered 
Veer Savarkar to be the s t imula t 
i n g source of a l l ag i ta t ion for 
achieving the count ry ' s l i be r ty . 
So, w h e n the R.S.S. was formed, 
the Doc tor r an to Ra tnag i r i where 
his apostle of l i b e r t y had been 
ordered to stay under res t ra in t 
of movement . The D o c t o r was 

the present wr i t e r ' s guest 
for a m o r n i n g in Bombay, 
w h e n he personal ly expla ined to 
h i m the reason of his v is i t . He 
wan ted to consult Veer Savarkar 
concerning the rules and regula
t ions of the R.S.S. organisation. 
L e t i t be said to the Doctor 's 
credi t , however, that a l though he 
he ld Veer Savarkar in great 
esteem, he never made his orga
nisat ion subservient to the H i n d u 
Mahasabha. T h e cleavage bet
ween the two became clearer as 
years wen t by u n t i l Veer Savar
kar , in a speech at Panwel openly 
at tacked R.S.S. n e u t r a l i t y in res

pect of H i n d u Mahasabha w o r k ' 
and said: "The epitaph for the 
R.S.S. volunteer w i l l be that he 
was born , he jo ined the R.S.S. 
and he died w i t h o u t accomplish
ing any th ing!" 

So, the Doctor independently 
cont inued the activi t ies of his 
organisation. H i s adminis t ra t ive 
methods may appear to have been 
shrouded in mystery . This was 
excusable, no doubt , because he 
had to w o r k when a p r o - M u s l i m 
foreign power l i k e B r i t a i n was 
r u l i n g Ind ia . His organisation 
kept away f rom par ty p o l i 
tics and w o r k e d en t i re ly for 
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s t rengthening the c u l t u r a l i n 
stincts of H i n d u society. There 
is reason to believe that A l l a m a 
Mashr iqu i ' s Khaksa r organisat ion, 
r u n pos i t ive ly on Facist l ines, 
copying the H i t l e r ' s and Musso
l in i ' s Y o u t h movements, w i t h its 
easy conquests, left a deep i m 
press on the Doctor 's m i n d . I t 
seemed not altogether impossible 
that the at ta inment of S h a k t i on 
R.S.S. lines w o u l d one day mean 
release of forces tha t w o u l d not 
on ly w i n Swaraj for the coun t ry , 
b u t w o u l d also reserve Bhara t -
Hindus . A deep-dyed a n t i B r i 
t isher as he was, f reedom f rom 
the fore ign yoke was one of his 
ma in aims, though h a v i n g no 
fa i th in the ideology of n o n v i o 
lence or in the Congress w a y of 
po l i t i ca l agi tat ion, he en t i r e ly dis
believed tha t the Congress w o u l d 
ever be able to a t t a in Swaraj be
cause i t lacked organisat ional 
s t rength . B u t had God gran ted 
h i m a longer l i fe to see his coun
t r y ac tua l ly free on 15th A u g u s t 
1947, he w o u l d none the less have 
danced w i t h sheer joy at seeing 
his d ream fu l f i l l ed . Perhaps he 
w o u l d have even remodel led his 
organisat ion on different l ines to 
suit n e w circumstances. 

Instead, the coun t ry had to w i t 
ness a different spectacle. A l l the 
R.S.S. members, those at least 
w h o m the present w r i t e r k n e w 
and had met, looked as i f they 
were in m o u r n i n g on 15th Augus t 
1947. Perhaps they were over
come by a sense of f ru s t r a t ion 
tha t Swara j , even a Sovereign 
Republ ic , was coming w i t h o u t a 
v io lent w a r being waged against 
B r i t a i n , w i t h o u t any official 
c o n t r i b u t i o n by the R.S.S, to any 
of the c i v i l disobedience move
ments i n i t i a t ed by the Congress, 
The r i d i c u l e they h a d heaped 
upon Congress was n o w f lung 
back on them. 

I t was the p a r t i t i o n of the coun
t r y in to Hindus tan and Pakis
tan , however , that pained 
them most. Congressmen and 
others were soon to praise the 
services rendered by these R.S.S. 
s ta lwar ts w h o rendered yeomen 
service to the thousands of P u n 
j ab i and S i k h famil ies w h o w e r e 
uprooted f r o m West Punjab . 
B u t the feel ing of disgust for the 

miseries of H i n d u and S i k h eva
cuees ou twe ighed the i r j o y at at
t a in ing Swara j , a Swaraj w h i c h 
in expanse and greatness had no 
para l le l in the h i s t o ry of H indus -
stan for the past 1000 years. The 
dreams of Sh iva j i , Rana Pratap, 
and B a j i Rao I , had a t last t aken 
physical shape; Ind i a was free, 
and yet the R.S.S. cont inued to 
feel d isgrunt led and disappointed. 
The present Sar Sangh Chalak, 
the S h r i M. S . G o l w a l k a r in his 
speech at S h i v a j i Park , Dadar , 
de l ivered some t i m e in November 
1947 had not one good w o r d to 
say about the architects w h o 
t h r o u g h l i fe - long sacrifice and 
labour had ac tua l ly been able to 
a t ta in Swaraj w i t h o u t bloodshed, 
w i t h o u t i l l w i l l . O n the con t ra ry , 
he poured contempt on G a n d h i j i , 
who , according to h i m , had com
mi t t ed a series of blunders . To 
h i m , p a r t i t i o n was the w o u n d , 
and he w o u l d ignore the glor ious 
Swaraj because i t d i d not t a l l y 
w i t h his idea of one N a t i o n and 
of an A k h a n d H i n d u s t a n for the 
Hindus . The feel ing of contempt 
and ha t red for t he Congress even 
to this day amongst those of the 
many R.S.S. r a n k and file w h o m 
the present w r i t e r happens to 
know. Even the assassination of 
G a n d h i j i does n o t appear to have 
touched them. 

I w o u l d recommend to the 
reader w h o wishes to unders tand 
the f u l l ideology of the R.S.S. 
the Treaties en t i t l ed We or 
O u r Nationhood Defined (Bha-
rat Publ icat ions I . Publ isher : P . 
N . I n d u r k a r , B . A . Maha l , Nagpur , 
Pr ice Re. 1), a n d in pa r t i cu la r 
the first ed i t i on of the book, 
w h i c h bears a s t r a igh t fo rward 
fo reward by Shree M. S . A n e y , 
n o w H. E . t he Governor o f 
B iha r . Th i s f o r e w a r d , for rea
sons best k n o w n to the author , 
has been o m i t t e d f rom the second 
edi t ion. Th i s book is regarded al
most as the Geeta by the R.S.S. 
r a n k and f i le , a n d to unders tand 
i t i s to unders tand eve ry th ing 
w o r t h k n o w i n g about the R.S.S. 
"The idea contained in the w o r d 
Nation*' , says the author on page 
18, "is a compound of five dis t inct 
factors fused in to one indissoluble 
whole , the famous f ive "un i t i e s" 
—geographical ( c o u n t r y ) , rac ia l 
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( race) , re l ig ious ( r e l i g i o n ) , c u l 
t u r a l ( c u l t u r e ) , and l inguis t ic , 
( language) V. " H i n d u s t a n is the 
l and of the H i n d u s and is the 
te r ra f i r m a for the H i n d u N a t i o n 
alone to f lour ish ' , says the G u r u j i 
on page 45. A n s w e r i n g w h a t is 
to be the fate of a l l those w h o , 
today, happen to l i v e upon th is 
land, t hough not be longing to the 
H i n d u Race, Re l ig ion , and C u l 
tu re , the au thor says: 

" A t the outset, we mus t bear 
in m i n d tha t so far as 'na t ion ' 
i s concerned, a l l those, w h o f a l l 
outside the f ive-fold l i m i t s of 
tha t idea, can have no place, 
in the na t iona l l i fe , unless they 
abandon the i r differences, 
adopt the r e l ig ion , c u l t u r e and 
language of the N a t i o n , and 
complete ly merge themselves 
in the Na t iona l Race. So long, 
however , as they m a i n t a i n the i r 
rac ia l , re l ig ious and c u l t u r a l 
differences, they cannot b u t be 
on ly foreigners, w h o m a y be 
e i ther f r i end ly or i n i m i c a l to 
the N a t i o n " . 
The G u r u j i proceeds on page 
47: 

"There are on ly t w o courses 
open to the fore ign elements, 
e i ther to merge themselves in 
the na t iona l race and adopt i ts 
cu l tu re , or to l ive at its mercy 
so long as the na t iona l race 
may a l low them to do so and to 
q u i t the c o u n t r y a t the sweet 
w i l l o f the na t ional race. Tha t 
i s the on ly sound v i e w on the 
minor i t i e s p rob lem. Tha t is the 
on ly logica l and correct solu
t ion . Tha t alone keeps the 
N a t i o n safe f r o m the danger of 
a cancer developing in its 
body po l i t i c of the creat ion of 
a State w i t h i n the State. F r o m 
this s tandpoint , sanctioned by 
the experience of sh rewd o ld 
nat ions, the fore ign races in 
H i n d u s t a n must e i ther adopt 
the H i n d u cu l t u r e and language, 
must learn to respect and h o l d 
in reverence the H i n d u re l ig ion , 
mus t en te r ta in no ideas b u t 
those of g lor i f ica t ion of the 
H i n d u na t ion and mus t lose 
the i r separate existence to 
merge in the H i n d u race, o r 
m a y stay i n the coun t ry , w h o l l y 
subord ina ted t o the H i n d u 
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