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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL [HE KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City of Barry (1970 population: 1,444) lies in far west-central Illinois, about
75 miles west of Springfield, the state capital, and 20 miles east of Hannibal, Missouri.
Situated just east of the Mississippi River flood plain and the line of bluffs which
terminates it, the area surrounding Barry may be characterized as rather broken upland,
with considerably more surface variation than the rolling prairie that begins somewhat
further east. The town-site itself is located on a pronounced eminence, with the elevation
falling off in all directions from the town squares Though much of Pike County was
originally in timber, the immediate vicinity of Barry seems to have been prairie.

The Barry Historic District is an irregular area including much of the central area
of the city and all of a prominent residential section on Mortimer east of Brown. The
precise boundary was determined on the bases of visual cohesion and visible history as
they occur'within a generally cohesive and homogeneous area. Boundary segments east of
Bainbridge almost all coincide with the actual limit of the built-up part of Barry or mark
a line beyond which very few structures -- and almost no older structures e occur. On the
south, though individual buildings of some merit are encountered on Pratt and farther
south along Bainbridge, the general character in both instances is determined by more
recent and lesser structures. New residences, public housing, and a lumber yard are specifi
elements influencing the boundary in the vicinity of Bainbridge, Rodgers, and Davis.
Altered and lesser older structures and a heavy incidence of mobile homes combined with
decreased density are the main boundary determinants scuthwest of Main and Decatur and
much the same is true of.the boundary northwest of Main and Perry. The odd corridor of
exclusion striking toward the center of the district from the northwest reflects such
non-contributing factors as a gas station, the U.S.Post Cffice, and a meeting hall on
Decatur near Williams and a number of very recent residences. In summary, the digtrict
ooundary distinguishes those areas with very real historic and architectural character
from those in which that character is badly flawed or totally lacking.

The land use pattern within the district is rather clear-cut, with commercial and
related uses concentrated at the center, prinicpally on Bainbridge and Mortimer, and the
rest almost exclusively residential. There is little vacant land and there seem to be no
federal properties. As might be expected, structural density is highest in the commercial
core. Cn Mortimer from Decatur to Bainbridge and on Bainbridge from north of Mortimer
to Main (south of Main on the west side of the street), the business houses form virtually
closed walls of generally two stories height. With very few exceptions -- and none in
these particular concentrations -- commercial structures are of masonry construction.

Residential density in the district is generally quite low and never exceeds nine
structures per square block. Residences are all single-family detached and the vast
majority are of frame construction. Houses of 2 or 2% stories seem to dominate, btut there
is a very significant minority of smaller homes. The largest structures (residential) are

generally concentrated on Mortimer east
between residences are relatively weak,
street set-backs are generous and quite
in terms of scale, material, and style,
effectively prevent a strong interplay.
streetscape of a small, semi-rural town
what Barry is. - : '

of Brown. Given the low density, relationships
particularly west of about Bainbridge. Though

uniform and most houses complement one another
the lateral spacing is often so great as to

In essence, Barry presents the residential

-~- hardly surprising, since that is precisely

Barry's street pattern is that of a basic rectangular grid aligned along major
coordinates, with no concessions to topography. Residences and commercial structures
front on both the north-south and east-west thoroughfares, though the east-west streets
seem to be preferred, particularly for residences. Since U.S.unte 36 by-passes the
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¢ity on the north, no street bears a significant non-local volume of traffic.

Of 246 structures encompassed within the Barry Historic District, excluding garages
and other incidental buildings, 68 have been evaluated as possessing special architectural
and/or historical significance and an additional 25 were photographed by the Illinois
Historic Structures S5,rvey. Of the remaining 132 older structures, 33 are decidedly
above average background gquality and make a distinct contribution to the district; the
majority (59) are sympathetic in terms of age, materials, style, etc.; another 38 have
been inappropriately sided and therefore contribute little or nothing; and two have been
recently remodelled, one intrusively. Non~intrusive recent structures, mainly residences,
are 11 in number ~-- 4.,4% of all extant structures -- and there are 10 intrusions, Most
of the latter are of a relatively minor nature (4 are mobile homes) and rarely amount to
more than a minor irritation. The single most visible intrusion is the new water tank
tower at the northeast corner of the town square (Main and Rodgers), while the most
depressing is what may be generously described as a tar-paper shack at approx.1161 Mortimer,
the former location of a large and excellent Italianate house. Others include a tiny
drive-in restaurant at the southeast corner of Mortimer and Rodgers, a2 remarkably ugly
church at the southwest corner of Frike and Main, l/2-story "mansard special” on the south
side of Yortimer just west of Bainbridge, and an outsized corrugated mstal building on
the no.th side of Masen just east of Decatur.

Stylistically, the Barry Historic District is most notable for a large nurmber of
relatively unaltered late 19% Century commercial structures of a rather eclectic cast
(Yos.l1,2,5,9,2¢,24-9,47+8,70~5,77,83=4 below}, including four with intact metal fronts
(Nos.3,4,6,7 below). The most commonly encountered styles outside of the commercial core
are the Italiznate {including Nes.11,13-15,21,34%,41,46,53-61,65-6,68 below) and the <ueen
Anne {including Nos.l2,16,31,40,55,58,62-3,79,88-91,93 below), with the former represented
by generally finer examgples than the latter. Strong reminders of Carpenter Gothic occur
in several residences (including Nos.10,18,19,32-3,78), although there is no particularly
pure example of the style. Traces of the Greek Revival can be found (including Nos.20,
43,49,52 velow) and at least one building (No.54 below) is remihiscent of the earlier
Federal 5tyle, Buildings that are stylistically anonymous, yet clesarly derive from the
19¢ Century, abound (including Nos.17,23,35-7,39,42,4%4.5,50,52,56,67,69,80-1,85-7,

92 belew), and it is they, together with the Italianate and QJueen Anne, which determine
the residential streetscape. The only exclusively 20% Century style represented, and
that by a single example (No.64 below), is the bungaloid.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE _ )

Although Barry -- or at least Barry of the historic district -- is a fine and )
well-preserved example of a 19% Century midwestern rural community, the measure of its
significance is considerably greater and more specific than that of mere type. This
specific significance lies in the city's commercial core: concentrated on Bainbridge,
one block of Mortimer west from Bainbridge, and one of Main east from Bsinbridge, the
32 buildings of this center include 27 that are represented in the Illinois Historic
Structures Survey., Beyond even this, however, at least 20 (and probably 24) of these
32 were built in a single year - 1894 - following a disasterous fire, with only two
(and possibly three) having been erected since. Inasmuch as the great majority have also
survived with few or no major alterations, the business district of Barry possesses a
homogenelty that is quite probably unique.

That the greatest significance of the Barry Historic District lies in its business
buildings, should notbe taken to imply that the rest of the district is a gratuitous
inclusion, Numerons fine residences, though few admittedly '"great' ones, are scattered
througnout the district., There are also a number of concentrations that give rise to
residential streetscapes of considerable historic md architectural merit: Mortimer
east of Brown ("Diamond Hill"), Bainbridge north of the business district, lason west
from Sainbridge, the area of Mason, Brown and Davis, etc. As a rural community, Barry
was probably less subject to the pressures that led to the more pretentious architectural
expression of larger towns and this is still evidenced by a considerable number of
stylistically anonymous, yet straightforward 19% Centu.y houses of modest proportions.
When basically unaltered and mercifully left with their original exterior siding -- a happy
fate shared by many of those in darry -- they are of moment in reminding us of the simple
and solid values that created towns just such as this.

HISTORY

Little could be gleaned from available written sources concerning the history of
Barry, which leads to the seemingly justifiable conclusion that little of more than purely
local import has ever occured there. Though the first white settlers in the vicinity of
Barry arrived in 13824, the town itself seems to have been a purely speculative venture
of the early 1830's., Its founder was Calvin R.Stone of the St.louis firm of Stone, Field,
and Marks and the actual plat was carried out by Bartlett and Birdsong as agents for
Stone. Stone and his firm also erected the first flouting mill (before 1836), no doubt
in order to attract nearby farmers to patronize their new "town." Judging from the fact
that other mills -- both of the saw- and grist- variety -- soon followed (1837,1838,1845),
they were successful, :

Barry sceems to have continued to depend upon the surrcunding agricultural area for
its existence -- milling, pork-packing, and a woolen manufactory were its primary
industries -~ but there was at least one effort to add to that base. In 1842-3, &
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movement was afoot to divide Pike County from north to south with Barry to have become
the seat of the new county on the west. A bill to that effect failed to pass the
I1llinois House of Representatives, however, and a renewal of the attempt in 1846 4ig
not even proceed as far as the introduction of such a bill. Barry, then, remained an
agricultural center, prospering in the provision of commercial and industrial services
to the farmers of the vicinity. It was incorporated as a town in 1856 and organized

as a city on 18 November 1872,

Nothing much seems to have happened to alter the specific nature of Barry since about
the Civil War -- there has not even been a railroad -- but one event has had a profound
effect on the visual expression of that nature. In 1894, a major "ire struck the
business district, destroying thirty buildings. This central area of the city was
immediately rebuilt -- apparently in a matter of a few months --y bearing witness to the
city's vitality at the time and giving Barry what is probably the most homogeneous late
19% Century business section of any municipality in Illinois.

S8ince the mid-1890's, by which time Barry had also become residentially mature, there
seems to have been little change in the city, apart from the occasional loss of earlier
and sometimes major structures. The city's current condition seems to be relatively
stable, but stagnant.

SEL=CTED STRUCTURES OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE (1-15)
Numbers refer to the corresponding map. Arcritectural sigrnificance throughout is deter-
mined on the basis of the Illincis Historic Structures Survey.

1. CHAMBERLAIN BUILDING
NE Corner Bainbridge and Mortimer
Built in 1894

J.B. and A.J.Chamberlain were in the dry goods business.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

2+ STORT
East side Bainbridge, immediately porth of preceding

Built in 1894
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

3. DR, VARNEY BUILDING
7?55 Mortimer
Built in 1894

ARCHIT.CTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

4, STORE
ca, 735 Mortimer
Built in 1894

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
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6o

7e

9.

10.

BARRY ADAGZ BUILDING
720 Mortimer
Built in 1894

‘The Barry Adage was established in 1871 by John H, Cobb and was the most
successful of the various newspaper enterprises undertaken in the city.

ARCHITECTU~AL ARND HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE

STORE -
723034 Mortimer
Built in 1894

ARCHITZGTURAL SIGKRIFICANCE

MAYES AND SCN GRCCIRY 3UILDING
L4 Hortimer
Built in 18G4

ARCHIT .CTURAL SIGHIFICANCE

BROWN LIBRARY BUILDING
N¢ Corner Bainbridge and Mason
Built in 1903; George L. Kelly, architect

ARCHITSCTURAL SIGNIFTANCE

BLAIR HOTEL BUILDING
N¥ Corner Bainbridge and Main
3uilt in 1894

The Blair Hotel occupied the upper floor, with the ground level rented to a number
of enterprises, including the Davis Hardware and the photography studio of
5.R.Burnham, one-time Mayor of Barry.

ARCHIT .CTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

SAMUSL DAVIS HOUSE
1348 Mortimer
Built before 1879

Samuel Davis was one of the most prominent businessmen in Barry during the
mid-19% Century. He settled at Bayry in 1849 and entered the employ of

M.Blair. In 1852, he and his brother Calvin entered into partnership with Mr.
Blair and, upon the latter's retirement in 1859, formed the firm of C. & S.
Davis. That firm dealt in hardware, but also ran a flouring mill and was deeply
interested in pork and wheat speculation.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
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11.

13,

14,

15.

MATT DCRAN HCUSE
NE Corner Decatur and Tremont
Date unknown

MR.Doran was a veterinarian and also kept a hotel, the Dorgn House.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

RESIDENCE
1253 Mortimer
Date unknown

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

HENRY WENDCORFF, SR., HOUSE

1196 Mortimer

Built after 1857
Henry Wendorff, a native of Germany, emigrated to the United States in 1856
and came to Barry the following year via Buffalo, N.Y. He was in the
furniture business.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCZ

RESIDEZNCE
1315 Mortimer
Date unknown

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
RESIDENCE

864 Mason
Date unknown

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

OTHER STRUCTURES COF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (16-68) as determimd by the IHSS

16,
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.
2b.
25.

Residence - 466 Bainbridge

Residence - 485 Bainbridge

Residence - 546 Bainbridge

Resiience - 584 Bainbridge

Residence - 585 Bainbridge

william Bright House ~ 637 Bainbridge

City Hall/Fire Department - ca.638 Bainbridge - Built in 1894

Resiience - 657 Bainbridge

Store - Rast side Bainbridge, 3rd building south of Mortimer (ca.?739) -~ Built in 1894
Store - 745 Bainbridge - Built in 1894
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26, Rowand Drug Store Building - SW Corner Bainbridge and Main - Built in 1876
27. Store - West side Bainbridge, 2nd building south of Main - Built before 1894
28. Store - West side Bainbridge, 3rd building south of Main - Built before 1894
29, Store - West side Bainbridge, 4% building south of Main - Built before 1894
30. Civil War Memorial - East side Bainbridge, north of Mason

3?1, Residence - 1010 Bainbridge

22. Residence - 921 Brown

33, Residence and Barn - 985 Brown

34, Kesidence - 961 Davis

35. Residence - 1072 Davis

25, fesidence - SE Corner Davis and Brown

37, Residence - 1160 Davis _

38, J.C.Moon House for Mrs.Nathaniel Davis - N# Corner Decatur and Williams
3¢, Resilence - 782 Decatur

LO, J.0.5trubinger House - 920 Decatur

41, Residence - 1019 Deactur

42, Residence - 821 Frike

43, Residence - 817 Front

44, Residence - ca.kbl Main

45, Residence - 458 Main

46, Stors - N.Side Main, 1lst building east of Bainbridge - Built before 1894
47, T.A.Retallic Marble Works ~ N.Side Main, 2nd building east of Bainbridge = Built in 1894
L3, Store - N.Side Main, 3rd building east of Bainbridg.

49, First Baptist Church - NE Corner Main and Rodgers - Built in 1854

S0, Residence - 646 Mason

51. (B.A.Campbell) House - 720 Mason

S52. Residence - 746 Mason

53 First Christian Church - SW Corner Mason and Bainbridge

54%. Residence - 1035 Mason

55. Residence - 1038 Mason

56, Residence - 1066 Mason

57. UUnited Methodist Church - SW Corner Motimer and Perry

58. Residence - 56% Mortimer

59. Residence - SE Corner Mortimer and Decatur

60, Residence -~ 1201 Mortimer

61. Residence - 1235 Mortimer

62+ Roawand House - 1282 Mortimer

6%, Residence - 1321 Mortimer

64, Residence -~ 1340 Mortimer

&5. Residence - 1391 lortimer

66. Resi‘ence - 835 Rodgers

67, Residence - 467 Williams

63. Residence - SW Corner Williams and Perry
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FURTHER STRUCTURES PHOTOGRAPHED BY THE ILLINCIS HISTCRIC STRUCTURES SURVEY (69-93)

69, Residence - 518 Bainbridge

70. Dr,George McKinney Dentist Office - 611 Bainbridge

71. Masonic Temple Building - NW Corner Bainbridge and Mortimer - Built in 1894
72.=75. Four 5 ,ores - SW Corner Bainbridge and Mortimer - Built in 1894

Movie Theater - East side Bainbridge, north of Main

Store ~ NI Corner Bainbridge and Main

764
77
78.
79
80,
81.
82.

Rrsidence
Resi ence
Residence
Residence
Residence

-~ 1085 Davis :

- 1180 Davis b
- 1181 Davis

«- ca.bhl Mortimer

- ca.G48 Mortimer

83-4%, Two Stores (ground floor cf former Barry Opera House) - NE Corner Mortimer

85.
86.
87.
88.
89-
30,
Gl.
92.
93.

Residence
Kesidence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Kesidernce
Residerce
rResidence
Residence

and Decatur -~ Built in 189%4; altered
- NW Corner Mortimer and Frike

- ca.1120 Mortimer

-~ 1125 Mortimer

- 1217 Mortimer

- 1265 Mortimer

- 1316 Mortimer

= 1355 Mortimer

- 1360 Mortimer

~ 833 Rodgers




EEIMAjOR BIBLIGGRAPHICAL REFERENCES | I

Chapman and Company, History of Pike County, 1880, I

BARRY HISTORIC ISTRICT - PIKE COUNTY

EIlGECGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY approx. 103

UTM REFEREMCES

AL bl o) Ladeby) slod Ll le il Lule lasl

ZONE EASTING NQRTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHlNG
L l I l L. ] L 'y J D[ ] Py | Lt l LJ | ) 1.1 l

VERUALBOUNDARYDESCWPHON
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lines E of Brown, S on these to the interior property lines N of Davis, B on these to the
E line of 1207 Davis, S on this to Davis, W on Davis to Moon, S5 on Moon to the interior
proverty lines 3 of Davis, W con these to the W line of 966 Davis, N on this and the W line
of 981 Davis tc the interior property lines S of Mason, W on these and the S line of

330 Bainbridge to Bainbridge, S on Bainbridge to the S line of 1010 Bainbridge, W on this
and the 3 line of 1019 Decatur and the interior property lines S of Davis to the W lins
of 660 Davis, N on this to Davis, W on Davis to Lawrence, N on lLowrence to the S line of
942 Lawrence, W on this to the interior property lines W of Lawrence, N on these to Mason,
o on lason to the interior property lines W of Decatur, N on these to the interior propasrty
lines & of Main, W on these to lLawrence, N on Lawrence to Main, W o» Main to the B line
of 520 Main, S on this to the interior property lines S of Main, W on these to Hull, N on
Hull to the interior property lines N of Main, B on these to the W lin2 of the United
Mathodist Church property, N on this to Mortimer, W on Mortimer to the W line of 417
Martimer, N on this and the W lines of 440 and 441 Williams and the first property line

W of Perry to Tremoniy B on Tremont to Perry, S on Pervy to Williams, £ eon Williams to
Tawrence, 5 on lawrence to the intericr property lines N of Mortimer, § on these to

the intevior property lines W of Decatur, S on these to the first property line ¥ of
Mortimer, Z on this and the interior property lines N of Mortimer & of Decatur to the

4 line of 742 Williams, N on this to ¥illiams, W oun Wiliiams to the interior property
lines W ¢f Decatur, N on these {o the interior property lines S of Tremont, W on these

to lawrence, I on Lawrence to the interior property lines N of Tremont, © on these and
the first property line N of Tremont Z of Decatur to the interior property lines ¥W of
Bainbridge, N on these to Front and then E on Front to the point of beginning.

N.Be3 Any agricultural property that may be attached to properties on the north side of
Mortimer east of Frike and that extends north of the eastward extension of the
line of Williams is not included in the district; for any such properties that do
or may occur, the northern boundary is the line of Williams,

Segments of the district boundary that follow streets or alleys follow the center
line of those streets and alleys,
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