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Zoe Theatre Pike County, Illinois 
Name of Property County and State 

Period of Significance (justification) 

The Period of Significance for the Zoe Theatre is 1950, the year when modernization of the building was completed. 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.) 

Zoe Theatre in Pittsfield, Illinois, is locally significant under National Register Criterion C as an excellent example of a 
building constructed in the Art Moderne style with Modernist influences. The principal characteristic of the Art Moderne 
style exhibited by the Zoe Theatre is the exterior fayade of pigmented structural glass. The building's Modernist features 
include the visual front entrance underneath the canopy, and the interior finishes of NuWood and Weldtex. The Zoe 
Theatre is the only architectural example of this kind in Pittsfield. The building is located within the Pittsfield Historic 
District, listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1978, and because of its age is a non-contributing resource. 
The period of Significance is 1950, the year the construction of the theatre was completed. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

The City of Pittsfield is located near the geographic center of Pike County, Illinois, and lies approximately 70 miles west of 
Springfield and 80 miles northwest of St. Louis, Missouri. The city was established in 1833 expressly for the purpose of 
being the new county seat. The city was named after Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and was home to John Hay, Abraham 
Lincoln's personal secretary, ambassador to England under President William McKinley, later Secretary of State for 
Theodore Roosevelt, and creator of the Open Door Policy in China. As county seat, the town was one of the various 
places in central Illinois where Abraham Lincoln practiced law as part of the circuit court, working on 34 cases between 
1839 and 1852.8 Aside from being a center of government activity, Pittsfield's prosperity was closely linked to the rich 
agricultural business of Pike County, which led to the development of the city's large central commercial district. The 
district, with an impressive collection of primarily nineteenth-century buildings, including the imposing Pike County 
Courthouse (1894-95), was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1978.9 

The same year that the current courthouse was constructed saw completion of the K.P. Opera House at 120 South 
Madison Street. The opera house was converted to a movie house in the early 1900s, and was purchased in the 1920s by 
Clark Armentrout who refurbished the theatre by adding air conditioning and other amenities, and renamed it the Clark 
Theatre. 1o The Clark Theatre entertained movie goers until 1950, when Armentrout renovated an existing auto parts store 
at 209 North Madison into a modern movie theatre, and named it Zoe after his granddaughter.11 

The first-run Zoe Theatre opened September 17, 1950, with a showing of "A Life of Her Own" starring Lana Turner and 
Ray Milland.12 The 351-seat theatre was touted as "very modern throughout [with] the latest and best equipment.,,13 
Designed and supervised by Ted Dell-local designer and Armentrout's former manager of the Clark Theatre14-the Zoe 
Theatre featured an attractive array of modern interior finishes: green Weldtex walls and ceiling in the lobby and foyer; 
wainscoting of striped mahogany in the lobby and faux brown leather Nu-Wood in the foyer and auditorium; cream and tan 
Nu-Wood paneling outlined in green and red trim, with decorative shapes and designs for the walls and ceiling of the 
auditorium; green mosaic tiles in the lobby and gold, green and red aisle carpeting; green metal seats with maroon 
upholstery; and shimmering golden fabric curtains of the proscenium arch. Armentrout also provided a small candy stand 

8 "Pittsfield, Illinois," Wikipedia, last modified April 28, 2012, http://en.wikipedia.orglwikilPittsfield,_"linois. 
II National Register of Historic Places Nomination for the Pittsfield Historic District, Pike, Illinois, Robert Wagner, (Springfield, Illinois: Illinois Department 
of Conservation, 1978),5-7. 
10 Bill Beard, "Going South: The South Side of Pittsfield's Square has an Interesting History," Pike History 1, no. 1 (Autumn 2010): 4-5. 
11 "Zoe Theatre Opens To Large Crowd Sun," Pike County Democrat-Times, September 20, 1950, 52. 
12 "Grand Opening, New Zoe Theatre," Pike County Democrat-Times, September 13,1950. 
13 "Zoe Theatre Opens To Large Crowd Sun." 
14 Warren Winston, Pike County Historical Society, telephone interview by Darius Bryjka, July 26,2012. 
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