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1. Introduction  

 
Device Description Language is a language for describing controllable devices in a way that is machine 
readable and enables controllers to automate the process of interfacing to them.  
 
 
 

1.1. Origin and Goals  
 

Device Description Language (DDL) was developed as a an adjunct to the Device Management 
Protocol [DMP] which is a part of the E1.17 Network suite developed by the Entertainment Services and 
Technology Association (ESTA) [ACN].  

 
The design goals for DDL are:  
 
 
1. DDL should describe devices rather than dictate their functionality and modality.  
 
 
2. The designer of controlled equipment must be able to describe their device and all its features in as 

much depth of detail as possible.  
 
 
3. Any process interpreting a description need not "understand" all of it but must be able to access and 

handle as much or as little as its designer chooses.  
 
 
4. DDL must keep the human centric view of what equipment does separate from the algorithmic view 

of how to control it.  
 
 
5. DDL should provide a generic language capable of describing devices not yet invented.  
 
 
6. A clear path for extensibility should be provided.  
 
 
7. Device descriptions should be static so they can be passed around with or without the equipment they 

describe and so that identical devices have identical descriptions.  
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