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DESCRi8E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSlCALAPPEARANCE 

Built in 1911 the Baynham House is a twa-story wood structure w i t h  a 
half-basement, The.;house wasrrrCs 32x44. feet. The first story 
has approximately 1400 square feet of l iv ing  area. The second story 
has approximately 1200 square feet .  

A t  the t5me of construction the Baynham House was recognized as one' 
of the finest houses fn Success, Arkansas. It was constructed of 
the bes t  materials. M r .  Baynham was in the retail lumber business, 
therefore giving hfm the opportunity to purchase the best  of materials 
for the house- . . . .. 

b 

The house features d combination hip and gable roof. Orig ina l ly  of 
wood shingles, it now is covered w i t h  campsi t ion shingles. The house 
has a porch ac'ross the front. . * - .  

The first story consist of a foyer (in which is the stairway leading 
to the second story), a living room, dining room, den, kitchen, dinette, 
and a l a r g e  utility room. The steps to the basement are behind t he  
dinette and south of t h e  kitchen. A door opens aut of the kitchen; also I 

1 
a door leading to the basement comes in f r o m  the outside at the south- . - \  
west corner of the back. I 

The walls and ceilings were of wood and papered w i t h  w a l l  paper. A t  the 
present t i m e ,  the ha l l ,  living xmm, dining r o o m ,  kitchen and dinette  
are papered: - The cabhets are -green matching wall paper. The den has 
birch paneling on the walls and features a wmd burning fireplace- 

. . .  .. . - -. , - ._ .. - : r . I. '.... . . . 
The second story has hall, four bedrooms and bathxoom. A large bedroom 
on the front of the  second story has birchrpaneling on t h e  walls. The 
bathroom and the other three bedrooms have wall paper on the walls. - I 

--  - - . a .  . - .< ., . 
The Baynham House has been well-perserved and is in excellent condition. 

. - .. 
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The significance of the Baynham House is the period of time it was b u i l t .  
A time when Success was at a peak of industry in timber and agriculture, 

. . -, 
The Baynham W s e  was built by the late M r ,  and Mrs. J. W. ~&%h&n. Mrs. 
Baynham was the daughter of J. W. Black, founder of J. W. Black Lumber 
Company in the late 180Qrs, at Corning, Arkansas, in Clay hunty .  

The Baynhams were in the hardware and retail lumber business in Success 
for many years, 

Mrs. Baynham was postmistress of Success for several years ,  The Baynhams 
had t w o  daughters, Rasalie and Muise. Mrs. Charles (Rosalie) B o w e r s  
lived in Corning, Arkansas, u n t i l  her death. Mrs. Louise Scott is living 
in Corning at t he  present t h .  

The house was sold to Mr. and Mrs. George : RaSm in, the early For-ties. . &. and 
Mrs. Claranee Smithson purchased the house from M r .  and Mrs. Rahm in t h e  
middle Fi f t i e s .  Mrs, Smithson was the granddaughter of the late Captain Joe 
McCracken+ a. prominent pioneer of Success, and the daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. -Joe McCracken w e l l  ,known prominent family. 

Mrs. Smithson sold the house to Mr. and Mrs. Joey L e w i s  after the death of 
her husband in 1975. These four families that have owned the house are a l l  
descendants of Clay County pioneers. 

The primary significance of the Raynham House is historic and would make a 
\good impression for visitation to former Clay Countians to t a r  that remem- 

ber Success at a peak of industry ofthtber,sawmilling and agriculture. 
Success at t h i s  time had two banks, kwo cotton gins, three doctors, a stave 
factory, and other retail b-asiness that makes up a th r iv ing  town. This was 
brought about by the building of the railroad by St. Louis-San Francisco 
Railway Cowany, one of t he  first rai l  services in Clay County. 

success is one of .the ollest t o m s  in Clay County, Arkansas, first known as 
Rcekt Community, later becoming a town known as 13ridgeport. The rime was 
changed to Success about 1900. 
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The Baynham House reflects the development of t h e  town of Success. 
As one of the few historic properties w e h i n g  in the town, t h e  
Baynham House is an important structure.'- '. 
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Front of Baynham House facing east located on west  side of 
Stephen Street 
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