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1. City Centre – Shops and Civic Centre 
 

2. Roads  
 

3. Housing  
 

4. Historic Buildings and the Old Town  



Hull after 25 years of reconstruction 
 

ABERCROMBIE 



Hull after 20 years of reconstruction 
 

ABERCROMBIE 
 



Hull after 10 years of reconstruction 
 

ABERCROMBIE 
 

Shopping 
Centre 

Civic Centre 

Anlaby Road 

Citadel South 
Orbital 
Road 



Feb-March 1946 



Abercrombie’s proposed shopping centre 
 in Osborne Street 



William Robert Davidge was President of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute, 1926-7,  and was 
Chairman of the Executive of the Garden Cities 
and Town Planning Association (later to become 
the Town and Country Planning Association) 

Hull Daily Mail 7 August 1947 



 
Hull Daily Mail  2  February 1950 

 

HULL FIRM TO BUILD £400,000 STORE ON OLD SITE 
 

Through the personal intervention of the Minister of Town and Country Planning an agreement 
had been reached between Hull Town Planning Committee and Hammonds Ltd for the 
rebuilding of their store on its old site in Paragon Square. Negotiations had been carried on for 
five years. Hull City Council learned this afternoon that the agreement had been reached as the 
result of talks between the Town Planning Officer, Mr U. A. Coates and Sir Thomas Bennett, 
architect for Hammonds.  Hull Daily Mail  
 



Hull Daily Mail  
9 October 1948 

There was much opposition to the proposal which 
eventually got passed by four votes. The Town Planning 
Department was established on 9 May 1949 and the first 
Town Planning Officer was Udolphus Aylmer Coates, 
FRIBA, MRTPI (1908-2000).  He had been a student of Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie at the Department of Civil Design at 
Liverpool University.  

U Aylmer Coates, 
County Planning 

Officer of Lancashire. 
 

PRESIDENT OF THE 
ROYAL TOWN 

PLANNING INSTITUTE 
1958-9 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hull Daily Mail 
19 December 1950 

Hull Daily Mail  17 Oct 1950  



19 December 1950 



Development Plan 
Submitted 1951. Approved July 1954 



City Centre - Development Plan from Planning in Action, Kingston upon Hull City Council, c. 1959. 



Abercrombie Plan 1945 Development Plan  

CITY CENTRE 



Festival House 1950-51 
by C Cowles-Voysey and  

John Brandon Jones 



Hammonds, Ferensway  by T.P. Bennett & Son 1950-51 



Queens House 1951-2 
by Kenneth Wakeford 

1960 

Queens House 



King Edward Street 

Cecil Cinema, Carr Lane by Gelder & Kitchen, 
1955 

Former Cooperative Department Store. 
Bond St-Jameson St, 1959-61 



Glass mural on former 
 Co-op by Alan Boyson 1963 

Jameson St – Prospect St Corner  

Thornton- Varley (now Debenhams) Prospect St  Former Bladon’s Store, Prospect St 

1950s-early 60s 



Hull Royal Infirmary  May 1957 Prospect Shopping Centre 1976 
 by J. Seymour Harris Partnership 



Abercrombie Plan 
 

Queen’s Gardens – Civic Centre 

Guildhall 

Assembly Halls and Winter Garden 



Model of Sir Frederick Gibberd’s plan for Queen’s Gardens 

New Police Station  March 1957  Development Plan 1954 

Winter 
Gardens 

New Museum 



Queen’s Gardens and Hull College by Sir Frederick Gibberd 1960-2 



Inner Relief Road Proposals 

Abercrombie Plan  Development Plan  

  North Orbital Road  

South and East Orbital Road 

Line of Abercrombie Road 



City Centre Road Changes in 1950s 

Ferensway 
Extension 
 Ist stage 

Widening 
Chapel St. 

Bond St  Wilberforce 
Drive 

Bond Street 

Kingston House by Fry, Drew 
& Partners, 1965-7 



Inner Ring Road Proposals in Development Plan  

Extension of Ferensway and 
Stage 1 of the South Orbital 
Road completed 1971-2 

Ferensway 
extension 

South Orbital Road 

Not built 

Not built 

North Orbital 

South Orbital 



Development Plan Proposals 

Anlaby Road Viaduct opened 1965  

Hessle Road 



HOUSING 

Prefabs on housing site in Hull cleared after bomb damage  



Abercrombie Plan 

Development Plan  

Longhill Estate  

Anlaby Road 
Residential Area 17 

RESIDENTIAL AREAS 



Longhill 



Hessle 
Road 

Longhill 
Estate 



December 1959 
 

Moving from Harrow Street, Hessle 
Road to  

Duddon Grove, Longhill Estate 
 

Harrow Street 

Longhill Estate 
Aunt Joan said she wouldn’t like to live up here. I 
said ‘I know what you mean but one doesn’t have to 
have the light on all day and it’s cleaner’.  

Believe it or not our back garden is looking quite 
neat and tidy. The potatoes are coming up in rows 
also the onions, cauliflowers and lettuce. Then we 
have a very small lawn big enough for a bit of sun 
bathing, also some sweet peas are struggling along 
one side as well as the brave grass. 

I was trying to compare 
Longhill to Hessle Road this 
morning laid in bed. People in 
Hessle Road talk all the time 
about people. Everybody you 
meet talks about somebody 
else. I suppose it’s because 
they have nothing else to 
occupy their minds. In 
Longhill, although I suppose 
this talk goes on, people have 
their gardens to attend to and 
look at. ... Longhill isn’t so 
alive as Hessle Road. But 
there’s more sunlight and 
fresh air and gardens. 

Letters from Annie, 
Tom Courtenay’s 

mother, 1960 



AREA 17 

Residential Area 17  
in 1966 



Hull Daily Mail 
Jan 1964 

Yorkshire 
Development 
Group decked 

‘dwellings’ – 558 
completed 1969 

Three 15-storey 
tower blocks 1964-
5. Two more added 
1976-7. 

ANLABY 
ROAD 



Orchard Park Estate 1967 

Bridgeman House 22 storeys 

July 2012 



From Town Planning Officers Annual Report 1966-67   
Town planning officer: H.F. Alston 



1. Release of labour from other types of work for 
house construction. 

2. Bolstering of the Corporation’s own programme 
with contracts for privately developed houses. 

3. The decision taken 12 months ago to embark on 
a ‘crash’ programme of houses built by the 
Spooner group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caspon Housing on Ings Road Estate 2008 and 2013 



BURTON CONSTABLE 
 NEW TOWN 

BRANSHOLME 

Bransholme 
South 1970 March 1965 

1967 + 

1975+ 



 Alison Ravetz identified the following 
reasons for almost certain failure of local 
authority estates: 
 
1. Flats rather than houses 

 
2. Peripheral rather than central 

locations 
 

3. Prefabricated rather than traditional 
construction 
 

Especially when combined with the 
Radburn system with its ‘unfamiliar 
geometries, unclear distinctions between 
public and private space, and networks of 
public footpaths that encroached on 
privacy’. 



City Hall, Queen Victoria Square  
by Joseph Hirst 1903-9 

Hull Dock Company Offices (Maritime Museum) 
 by C.G. Wray completed 1871 

Some of the buildings that would have been 
demolished under the Abercrombie Plan. 

Albion Street 

HISTORIC  
BUILDINGS 



Old Town, Hull by John Summerson 1941 



c. 1540 

1890 



Wilberforce House 

Holy Trinity Church 

Abercrombie Plan 1945 

OLD TOWN 



Prince Street King Street 



 Rupert Alec-Smith by Walter Goodin 1952 
[Cllr 1947, Sheriff 1949-50, Alderman 1968-74,  

Lord Mayor of Hull 1970-1] 

Georgian Houses 

Maister 
House 

Blaydes House 

HIGH 
STREET 



An appeal by British Transport Docks 
Board against refusal of permission to 
demolish No. 7 Warehouse was held on 
27 Oct. 1969.  The appeal was won and 
No. 7 Warehouse was demolished in 
1971.  

  mid 
1960s? 



The central area of the Old Town was designated as a Conservation Area in 1973; recognised 
as outstanding by the DoE in 1975; and formally extended in 1981, 1986 and 1994 to include 
the north & south ends of High Street and most of the area between Castle Street and the 
Humber Estuary.  

Noel Taylor 

A study of the origins and history of an area of 
outstanding architectural interest, outlining 
the present conditions and circumstances and 
offering suggestions for the preservation and 
enhancement of the area. 

Proposed 
Marina 

Tourist 
  Area 

Shop 
Offices 
Water 

Kingston upon 
Hull Act 1967 
made possibe 
bridging the River 
Hull Old Town Report 1972 

Town Docks Feasibility 
Study 1974 



J. Arthur Rank’s birthplace 
Holderness Road 

Rank’s Clarence Mills rebuilt 1952 after extensive 
damage in the war. Demolition pending? 



David Lister School by Lyons, Israel & Ellis 1964-6 

Hull Royal Infirmary by Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall  
1962-7 

HULL UNIVERSITY 
Cottingham Road 
Consultant Architect: 

Sir Leslie Martin 
appointed 1958 

Brynmor Jones Library by 
 Castle, Park, Dean, Hook  1966-9 Gulbenkian Centre by Peter Moro & Partners 1969-70 

Wilberforce Building by Napper 
Architects 1968-70 



Hull Daily Mail   
21 November 1950 


