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ABSTRACT

Empress Lu is the first Chinese empress to head a dynasty and

administer the state of government. She conducted herself in a

patriarchally conservative society of two thousand years ago. It was

extremely extraordinary for all the male ministers to be her obedient

servants. The contemporary grand historians such as Sima Qian and Pan

Ku had given affirmative evaluation in accordance with her

accomplishments.

As time changes, the notion of 'the evilness of womenfolk' has been

deep-rooted. Historians have blindly denounced matriarchal politics,

and so Empress Lu has repeatedly been degraded. In the l970s, the

'Gang of Four' had highly praised Empress Lu's rulings in order to

promote Jiang Qing who wanted to be the 'Queen'. Thereafter, with the

fall of the 'Gang of Four, people at that time ardently voiced public

opinions of degrading Empress Lu so as to assail Jiang Qing. In a few

years' time, the status of Empress Lu had been dramatically through ups

and downs. It was mainly due to the political need of the time, but

certainly not an impartial evaluation of a historical figure.

The present study, which is based on various historical publications

on Empress Lu's deeds and the political background of the time, and in

complementary with the documentaries that praise and blame Empress Lu

since the 1970s, attempts to investigate the merits and demerits of her

rulings. The area of investigation includes the following four domains:
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1) To plot against the ministers of great contributions, who helped

found the dynasty;

2) To kill and oppress the clan relatives of the Lius;

3) To bring in the Lus' maternal relatives; and

4) To establish matriarchal politics.

The present study focuses heavily on the analysis of Empress Lu's

accomplishments and the evaluation on her with reference to 'matriarchal

politics'.
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