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INTRODUCTION

Form Landscape Architects  have been engaged by 
Jamieson Projects  to  prepare a  Landscape Design Intent 
document to  support  an appl icat ion for  a  res ident ia l 
development at  693 17 Mi le  Rocks  Road,  S innamon Park, 
Br isbane.  As  part  of  a  col laborat ive  des ign team,  Form 
Landscape Architects  endeavor  to  provide a  landscape 
des ign which respectful ly  acknowledges the her i tage 
value of  the s i te  whi le  integrat ing new bui l t  form into 
a  rura l  context .   Consultat ion with her i tage landscape 
specia l i st  Cather ine Brouwer has  been undertaken to 
fac i l i tate  th is  outcome. 

S ITE DESCRIPTION

The subject  s i te  i s  located at  693 17 Mi le  Rocks  Road, 
S innamon Park  Br isbane.  The s i te  has  approximately 
265m frontage to  the street  and an average depth of 
approximately  47m.

The S innamon Farm is  a  va luable  example of  ear ly  rura l 
sett lement  dur ing the 1860’s  -  1890’s  and st i l l  ref lects 
much of  i ts  or ig inal  funct ion.  I t  i s  occupied by three 
her i tage bui ld ings  requir ing  restorat ion,  a  number 
of  s igni f icant  trees,  remnants  of  a  former orchard, 
and open grass land.  The southern edge of  the s i te  i s 
bound by 17 Mi le  Rocks  Rd,  a  row of  establ ished hoop 
pines,  and both white  p icket/post  and wire  fencing. 
To the north,  a  number of  cul  de sac  streets  f rom an 
establ ished res ident ia l  subdiv is ion terminate.   Each of 
these is  connected by a  pedestr ian easement  running 
in  perpendicular  a l ignment.  A  number of  establ ished 
shrubs and trees  l ine the northern property  boundary.   A 
wide pedestr ian easement  l ined with establ ished trees 
l ines  provides  a  boundary  between the Western s ide of 
the s i te  and a  mult i - tenanted  commercia l  property.  To 
the east ,  a  s imi lar  houses  a  church.   The major i ty  of  the 
lot  i s  open grass land with a  number of  s igni f icant  trees 
l in ing the property  boundary. 

The subject  s i te  s lopes  gent ly  toward the north.  A 
number of  establ ished hoop pines,  f igs ,  jacarandas, 
poinc ianas,  and mango trees  are  dotted around the 
boundary.   In  the north west  corner  of  s i te ,  remnant 
vegetat ion perta in ing to  an orchard can be found.  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN PHILOSOPHY

The proposed landscape des ign intent  offers  an approach 
for  integrat ing a  new res ident ia l  development into a  s i te 
of  s igni f icant  her i tage value.  I t  presents  a  landscape 
solut ion which acknowledges and compl iments  an 
ex ist ing  rura l  language evident  in  the architecture, 
orchids ,  and plant ings  found on s i te .  Respect ing the 
h istor ica l  intent  of  these s i te  attr ibutes  whi le  restor ing 
them for  future use is  centra l  to  the des ign phi losophy.  
The landscape des ign process  and result ing  des ign 
outcomes wi l l  be guided by the fo l lowing pr inc ip les , 
ideals  and object ives:

To undertake an h istor ica l  invest igat ion of  former s i te 
funct ion that  wi l l  inform future des ign processes.

To restore and reuse ex ist ing  e lements  that  wi l l  fac i l i tate 

h istor ic  recognit ion within  the proposed s i te  use.

To reta in  a  h igh number of  the establ ished hoop pines 
and orchid  p lant ings  which reference the s i te ’s  rura l 
h istory.

To provide a  s imple landscape des ign referencing 
her i tage s i te  attr ibutes.

To incorporate a  palette  of  p lants  and mater ia ls 
throughout  the s i te ’s  her i tage prec incts  which are  of 
h istor ica l  s igni f icance.

To introduce a  des ign language within  new precincts 
which t ies  in  with  the strong rura l   ident i ty  of  the s i te .

To introduce the use of  qual i ty,  durable  and sty l i sed 
des ign e lements  which have both an h istor ica l  and rura l 
re levance 

To balance hardscape e lements  and features  with  a  h igh 
proport ion of  green space.

To provide adequate buffers  and setbacks  to  soften 
introduced bui l t  form.

These object ives  have produced a  concept  reta in ing 
much of  the s i te ’s  or ig inal  character.  The major i ty  of 
landmark specimens such as  Araucar ia  cunninghami i , 
Magnifa  indica,  Cal l i t i s  columel lar is  & Macadamia 
tetraphyl la  have been integrated into the des ign. 
Her i tage bui ld ings  Beechwood,  Glenross ,  and the 
school  are  to  be restored and set  amongst  h istor ica l ly 
s igni f icant  p lant ings.  

The pr imary vehicular  and pedestr ian entry  to  the 
development is  v ia  the north west  end of  17 Mi le 
Rocks  Road.  The reta ined Orchid,  restored QLD colonia l 
Glenross ,  her i tage p icket  fences  and rura l  vehic le  gates 
s ignpost  th is  node as  the pr imary entry.  Pedestr ian 
access  wi l l  be though the orchid  v ia  an informal  network 
of  decomposed granite  paths.  Glenross  wi l l  be h ighly 
v is ib le  f rom 17 Mi le  Rocks  road and wi l l  re inforce the 
presence of  her i tage to  arr iv ing res idents ,v is i tors ,  and 
pass ing commuters .   

The center  of  the s i te  has  been ident i f ied as 
the recreat ion prec inct .   The ex ist ing  farmhouse 
“Beechwood” provides  the centra l  ax is  f rom which 
several  recreat ional  fac i l i t ies  stem.  Community  gardens, 
pathways,  swimming pools ,  lawn and t imber  terraces 
have been organised with a  formal  symmetry  around the 
iconic  structure.

Landscaped areas  between the townhouse & duplex 
prec incts  and 17 Mi le  Rocks  Rd has  been left 
intent ional ly  minimal .   By  reta in ing the ex ist ing  open 
space and s igni f icant  boundary  tree p lant ings,  the 
proposed des ign preserves  the s i te ’s  rura l  her i tage.  
Open sty le  post  and ra i l  fencing  strengthen th is  aspect 
whi le  promoting v is ib i l i ty  f rom the publ ic  domain.         
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