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Community

Mulleriyawa-Kotikawatte Pradeshiya Sabha member and Kolonnawa 
SLFP Chief Organiser, Hemasiri Amarasinghe speaks at a meeting 
held at the Angoda junction, organised to raise awareness among 
women on the importance of President Mahinda Rajapaksa's victory at 
the forthcoming Presidential Election. Sri Lanka Ambassador in Italy 
and former Kolonnawa MP, Nawalage Bennet Cooray, SLFP Women's 
Federation Secretary, Asoka Lankatilleke, WPC member Rodger Sen-
eviratne and Kolonnawa UC member Saliya Wickremasinghe are also
in the picture.  

Pic. A. Sumanasena, Kolonnawa Gr. Cor.

EVENTS
Krishnamurti talk 

A recorded public talk on “Is there a way of living in 
which self-centered activity ends?” delivered by the late 
Indian sage J. Krishnamurti will be replayed at the Anula 
Nursery School Hall, High Level Road, Colombo 6 today 
at 9.45 a.m. 

It is organised by the Krishnamurti Centre, Sri Lanka 
Inc. 

The Organisation for Inter-Religious Harmony (OIRH), Children's Founda-
tion for National and Religious Harmony, Dhamma Rashmi Foundation and 
the Sri Lanka - Japan Welfare Organisation will support President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa at the Presidential Election 2015. Here Ven. Aggamaha Panditha 
Most Ven. Kamburugamuwe Vajira Nayaka Thera, OIRH President and 
Vice Chancellor, Sabaragamuwa University addresses a meeting. Rev. Sarath 
Hettiarachchi, Moulavi Seyed Hussain Moulana, Ven. Medagamuwe Vijaya 
Maithree Thera, Most Ven. Palipana Sri Vimaladhamma Nayake Thera, Ven. 
Welivita Sri Janananda Nayaka Thera, Ven. Alutgama Indrarathana Thera, 
Southern Provincial Councillor, Ven. Baddegama Sanistha Thera and Babu 
Sharma Kurukkal also addressed meetings islandwide.

Ratnapura district UPFA's Central Committee meeting 
was held at the Pelmadullaa Silver Ray Hotel recently. 
Here Public Administration and Home Affairs Minister, 
W.D.J. Seneviratne addresses the gathering. Minister 
Susil Premajayantha, Pavithra Wanniarachchi, Deputy 
Minister Premalal Jayasekara were also present. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

Transport Minister Kumara Welgama donated a 
bus for the use of Sri Sumangala College, Panadura 
recently. Here the Minister leading a motorcade fol-
lowed by the new bus. Provincial Councillors Jagath 
Angage and Neel Sunethra Lal Fernando are with 
the minister. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

Public Administration and Home Affairs Ministry 
introduced the special “Kalaguna” mobile phone 
package to State pensioners at the Sri Lanka Foun-
dation Institute recently. Here the chief guest, 
Minister W.D.J. Seneviratne presents a package to a 
pensioner. Director General, Pension Dept., Sunil 
Hettiarachchi looks on. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor. 

Senior Minister for Urban Affairs A.H.M. Fowzie 
opened the SLFP Election Operation Office at Sri-
math Bandaranaike Mawatha, Kotahena, Colombo 
13 recently. Minister's Co-ordinator and ITN Direc-
tor Hashim Omar and party supporters are also in 
the picture. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor.

A mobile clinic organised by the Divisional Sec-
retariat, Ingiriya to solve people's grievances was 
held at Parakramabahu Primary College, Ingiriya 
recently. NICs, birth and death certificates 
were attended to. The Additional Divisional Sec-
retary, Ingiriya, Prasad Perera and officers at the 
Divisional Secretariat, Ingiriya also participated. 

Pic: Priyadarshani Kahawala, Ingiriya Central Gr. Cor.

A meeting to address all the supporters in the Hor-
ana electorate was held at the SLFP Central Organ-
isation Office, Horana recently, under the patronage 
of the Senior Minister of Good Governance and 
Infrastructure Facilities, Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka 
and the Minister of Environment and Renewable 
Energy, Susil Premajayantha. Here Kalutara district 
parliamentarian, Vidura Wickramanayaka speaks 
to the gathering. 

Pic. Priyadarshani Kahawala, Ingiriya Central Gr. Cor.

The newly constructed sales centres in Hettipola 
town in the Kurunegala district by Panduwasnu-
wara Pradeshiya Sabha were opened by the Deputy 
Minister of Local Government and Provincial 
Councils, Indika Bandaranayake recently. Here 
Deputy Minister hands over the centres to the 
respective traders. 

Pic: S.M. Wijayaratne, Kurunegala Cor.

Public Administration and Home Affairs Minister, 
W.D.J. Seneviratne presided over the Public Day 
in Balangoda to attend to the needs of the public 
recently. Here the residents present their grievances 
to the Minister. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

The final session of the Panadura Base Hospital 
Development Committee for the year 2013/14 was 
held at the Hospital auditorium recently. Here the 
Medical Superintendent, Dr. Piyal Samaraweera 
addresses the meeting. Acting Chairman, A. Kari-
yavasam, Dr. Ravinda Premasiri and hospital staffer 
Ruwan Anurudha are also in the picture. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

The annual Aesthetic Festival 2014 of Mattegoda 
Vidyadeepa Maha Vidyalaya was held at the Open 
Air Theatre recently. Here a traditional reception 
was accorded by the junior students to the Division-
al Secretary, Homagama G.S.K. Kannangara accom-
panied by the Principal Harischandra Balasuriya. 

Pic: Wehelle Piyathilake, Maharagama Spl. Cor.

The launch of the Tamil book titled En Elutai-
yutham (My Pen and Weapon) was held at the 
Saraswathi Hall, Bambalapitiya, Colombo 4 
recently. Here veteran journalist E. Saravanabawan 
presents a copy to the Productivity Promotion Min-
ister, Segu Dawood while the author N. Vidyatharan 
looks on. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor. 

The Old Boys of GCE A/L 1993/95 batch of 
Akkaraipattu Central College donated a sum of Rs. 
1,00,000 for the purchase of furniture recently. Here 
the Old Boys present the donation to the Principal 
M.I.M. Sahabdeen. 

Pic: I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Cor.

The Secretary of the Plantation Ministry, Dr. 
Damita de Soysa assumed duties as acting Secretary 
to the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Development, in addition to her present duties, at 
the Fisheries Ministry recently. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

Parliamentarian Al-Haj M.S.M. Aslam starts the 
rehabilitation work on Askvali Tamil M.V., Agala-
watte recently. Principal V. Paruppan looks on. 

Pic: B.M. Mukthar, Beruwala spl. Cor. 

The literary book, Bulathsinghala Vitthi authored 
by the creator of Guru Gedara Grantha Kendraya, 
Indika Sanjeewa Vitana, on a story of his vil-
lage, Bulathsinghala was launched at Pahiyangala 
Yatagampitiya College, Bulathsinghala recently. 
Here the author presents the first copy to the Prin-
cipal, Pahiyangala  Yatagampitiya College, Janaka 
Senadheera and the head prefect. 

Pic. Priyadarshani Kahawala, Ingiriya Central Gr. Cor.

The Regional Development Bank, Morawaka 
branch, which moved to another location in close 
proximity to the weekly fair was opened recently 
by the Executive Director of RDB, H.A. Amarasena 
and Chairman, Pitabeddara Pradeshiya Sabha, Anil 
Weeraman. 

Pic: Theja Vidyarupa, Akuressa Gr. Cor. 

The “Sucharitha Social Hospitality Program” organ-
ised by the Sucharitha Friends Club, Ellagawa was 
held at the Sri Sanghikarama temple, Ellagawa 
recently. An eye, dental, ayurvedic, veterinary clin-
ics, blood samples investigations, mobile police 
service, spectacles’ donation, wheel chair donation 
and several welfare programmes were held for the 
public.

Pic: Priyadarshani Kahawala, Ingiriya Central Gr. Cor.

A one-day ‘Rugby Carnival’ for schoolchildren in 
the Akkaraipattu Educational Zone was conducted 
by the Akkaraipattu Zonal Education office at the 
Palamunai public playground recently. Here the 
guests Akkaraipattu Zonal Education Office Deputy 
Director, A.M. Rahmathullah, Assistant Directors, 
S.M. Jameel, M.I.M. Haniffa,  M.A.C. Gassaly and 
the coaches being conducted in a procession to the 
venue. 

Pic: I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Cor. 

A certificate of merit was presented to the V. Tha-
varajah, President of the Past Students’ Association 
of Batticaloa Sivananda Central College by retired 
Divisional Secretary A.L. Ibralebbe at a ceremony 
held at the school premises recently. 

Pic: I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Cor. 

The 84th commemorative ceremony of Sir Pan-
nambalam Ramanatham was held near the Old 
Parliament in Fort recently, organised by the Vive-
kananda Society, Colombo branch. Here Society 
President, A.R. Surendran PC addresses the gather-
ing. Secretary K. Vivekananthan, President All Cey-
lon Hindu Congress (ACHC) are also in the picture. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor.

 Discovery of hydrogen-
rich waters hints at unex-
plored microbial ecosys-
tems.

by Hannah Hoag

Ancient rocks deep in 
Earth’s crust are producing 
much more hydrogen gas 
than previously thought -  a 
situation on a par with con-
ditions near hydrothermal 
vents, which host thriving 
ecosystems.

The finding, provides a 
road map with which to 
search for deep microbial 
life on Earth and possibly 
Mars.

Scientists once thought 
that subsurface micro-
bial ecosystems consumed 
energy that filtered down 
from Earth's surface, imply-
ing that such ecosystems  
ultimately depended on 
sunlight and photosynthesis. 
But the discovery of deep 
microbial biomes that feed 

on chemicals such as hydro-
gen has raised questions 
about how widespread these 
communities are.

Searching for an answer, 
Barbara Sherwood Lollar, a 
geoscientist at the University 
of Toronto, Canada, and her 
colleagues pulled together 
data on hydrogen produc-
tion from more than 200 
boreholes at 32 mining sites, 
mostly in Canada, South 
Africa and Scandinavia. 
The researchers used this 

information to estimate 
how much hydrogen gas is 
produced deep in the old-
est parts of the continental 
crust, which could help to 
identify areas that might 
host subsurface life.

The team calculates that 
the oldest rock on Earth 
- the 550-million-to 4.6-bil-
lion-year-old Precambrian 
continental lithosphere - 
produces roughly 100 times 
more gas annually than sci-
entists previously thought. 

Two chemical reactions 
produce the gas, includ-
ing one in which natural 
radioactivity within the rock 
splits water molecules into 
hydrogen and oxygen.

The new estimate effec-
tively doubles the energy 
available from hydrogen gas 
dissolved in water in the 
rock and at deep-sea hydro-
thermal vents.

“This massively changes 
the concept of where life can 
be on this planet,” says Sher-

wood Lollar, because more 
than 70% of the rock that 
forms the continents dates 
to Precambrian times.

Early life

In 2006, scientists discov-
ered hydrogen-eating, rock-
dwelling microbes living 
four kilometres below the 
surface of the Witwatersrand 
basin in South Africa2.

But Sherwood Lollar’s 
team shows that other sites, 

including those in Finland 
and Canada - where she and 
her colleagues recently iden-
tified ancient water more 
than one billion years old3 
- show higher hydrogen-gas 
levels, suggesting that they 
may be more hospitable to 
microbial life.

“That’s fascinating,” 
says Sean McMahon, a 
geomicrobiologist at Yale 
University in New Haven, 
Connecticut. 

“The microbiology hasn’t 

been done for most of the 
other boreholes - and it 
probably should.”

The finding could help 
scientists to better under-
stand early life on Earth. 
One debate centres on how 
life might have spread and 
diversified after forming at 
marine hydrothermal vents, 
says Emily Catherine Pope, 
a geochemist at the Natural 
History Museum of Den-
mark in Copenhagen.

                              - Nature

Earth's deep crust could support widespread life
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