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DESCRIPTION 

The  County Line School and Lodge is a tw3-storey frame 
structure built circa 1879, The basic f l o o r  p l a n  is 
rec tangular  and measures approximately 40 feet by 25 feet, 
White clapboard walls and a gable roof of shingles  e n c l o s e  
the structure. Though q u i t e  steep w5en originally con- 
structed, the ridge ljne was l o w e r e d  a b u t  f o u r  feet when 
t h e  roof was r e b u i l t  in 1972, 

CONDITION 

Pine trees cut from a nearby l o t  were handplaned to use 
in c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  b~ilding. The o r i g i n a l  schoolroom 
furnishings were also made from handplaned lumber. 

0 ~ x t c I l c n t ' -  G m d  F-if D Deteriorotad Rwins !+iin~1~~1s~d - 
(Check One) 

T h e  s imp le  exterior lines of the s t r u c t u r e  are broken only 
by window and door openings,  a l l  of which have overhead 
trim suggestive of a pediment, Aluminum storm doors now 
cover the  double-door e n t r y  and t h e  three w i n d o w  openings 
along the e a s t  and west elevations of the first f l o o r .  
Six-light double  hung s a s h  windows are located on the 
second floor. 

A fourteen-inch w i d e  sill cover surrounds t h e  exterior, 
resting ahow t h e  cast stone f oundaHon  f i l l  added about  
1920. Other alterations of  t h a t  decade include a concrete 
porch at t h e  entry, and a brick f l u e  and chimney added to 
the northwest interior corner .  

The simplicity of the exterior is repeated in the i n t e r i o r .  
The o r i g i n a l  fldor on the first storey has been twice 
covered by new flooring, bu t  the o r i g i n a l  hand-planed 
f l o e r i n g  on the second storey remains. The f i r s t  f l o o r  
cons i s t s  of a single open room w i t h  no interior w a l l s  
dividing the space, Lying across the east  wall is a six- 
inch h igh ,  five-foot wide pla t form.  The o r i g i n a l  school 
benches, with the writing surfaces removed from t h e  back 
of each, now serve t h e  church congregation which meets 
weekly in t h e  bu i ld ing .  The o n l y  new f u r n i s h i n g s  are a 
speaker's podium and a p i a n o ,  both used d u r i n g  religious 
services, 

An enclosed stairway rises along the w e s t  inkerior wall 
to a hallway on the second floor, The main room on this 
f l o o r  is s t i l l  used as the meeting place for the County 
Line Masonic Lodge ,  Its purpose is reflected in t h e  
furnishings used in Masonic meetings and ceremonies. A 
three-foot  wide, s i x - i n c h  h igh  p l a t fo rm lies across the- 
e a s t  wall  of t h i s  f loor .  
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1 7 .  Description (County  L i n e  School a r d  IRdge - Page 2) I 

B H T A Y  NUMBER 

I 

The simple fea tures  af t5Fs late 19th c e n t u r y  s t ruc tu re  
reflect i t s  utilitarian p2rpose. T h e  cornnunityls reed f o r  
a school and lodge was m e t  in this o n e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  
County Line School and Lodge remzins i n t a c t  and much the 
sane today as wl.,en f i r s t  constructed a lmos t  100 years ago. 

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The County Line School and Lodge, built circa 1879, ori- 
g i n a l l y  housed  cn i t s  lower  f l o o r  a one-room school f o r  
students from a two c o u n t y  area. The second f l o o r  of 
the building krzs designed to serve as a meeting place for 
the local E'Iasonic Lodge. Decendants  of t h e  early Lodge 
members report t h a t  the building was also us&d for-Sunday 
w o r s h i p  services by the Oak H i l l  Baptist C h u r c h  
congregation; 

11 

i/ 
11 
t 

! 

I 
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The County Line School and Lodge was built almost one  
hundred years ago to serve a rural area af the n o r t h  
Arkansas Ozarks, B u i l t  wlth a t r i - f o l d  purpose it represents 
one of Arkansas1 ear l ies t  cornm~ni ty  buildings. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  County  L i n e  School and h d g e  was 
completed by November, 1 8 7 9 ,  The two-s torey  frame s t r u c t u r e  
w a s  functionally d e s i g n e d ,  and, except for trim a h v e  the 
w i n d o w s  and door, was deviod of o r c a m e n t a t i o n ,  

!I )I 
I! 

It was o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  that t h e  school and Lodge l i e  
square ly  on the Baxter-Fulton County l i n e ,  thereby serving 
both c o u n t i e s .  ?iswever, a later sgrvey showed t h a t  the 
s t r u c t u r e  lies e n t i r e l y  i3 F u l t o n  County? m i s s i n g  the county  
l i n e  by a fe~-f feet, 

The building w z s  constructed by loca l  c i t i z e n s ,  primarily 
John Milton Durham and Thomas B e n t o n  Caldwel l .  Accowding 
to his son, John Durham arrived in FuLton County about 1867. 
A nat ive  of N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  M r .  Durham was a skilled car- 
penter, and reputedly built a nurnber of structxres in the 
area. 

Thomas B e n t o n  Caldwell, zlso reported to have been o r e  of 
tPte builders, was born in 1543 in Fulton Cgunty,  Miss~uri. 
As an artklleq sergeant w i t h  the ?? i s sou r i  Confederate 
v o l u n t e e r s ,  Z s ~ i c i b t e l L  b r a s  captxrec! k7r t ' n i c ~ .  f c r r ~ s  i.n t h e  
spring of 1862. L a t e r  that year he was freed 3s p3rk of 
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8. Significance (County Line School and Lodge - Page 2 )  

a p r i s o n e r  exchange. Following the C i v i l  Was, CaldwelL moved 
. to Fulton County Arkansas, where he made h i s  living by 

farming and educa ted  h i s  f i v e  children at t h e  County Line 
Academy. 

Across the front of the f i r s t  f l o o r  school room was a 
Lecture pla t form raised about six i nches  off the f l o o r .  
Hand-made benches serped as desks f o r  the students. A board 
extended beh i2d  the top  of each bench and served as a 
w r i t i n g  surface for the student on tke Sent? behind. Other 
than t h e  removal of t h i s  rear ex tens ion ,  the'benches reaain 
much t h e  same today as when used 5y 19th c e n t u r y  s t u d e n t s .  

Professor G. W T o m k i n s ,  whose name appears on a school 
cer t i f i ca te  issued in 1881, was probably the first p r i n c i p a l  
af t h e  C o u n t y  Line Academy. In 1887 James H. Caldwell , 
eldest s o n  of Thomas B. Caldwel l ,  became p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  
school in w5ich he ha6 been a s t u d e n t  j u s t  a few years before. 

The County Line School was opera ted  c o n t i n u a l l y  u n t i l  1948. 
By khat  tern@ improved roads and  methods of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
made poss ible  the creation of consolidated school syskens 
which replaced one-room neig5borhood schools. The County 

. L i n e  School is representative ~f the effects of consolidation 
on r u r a l  schools. 

The f ra terna l  purpose f o r  which the County Line School end 
Lodge was built is s t i l l  being fulfilled. S i n c e  it was 
chartered on Xovernber 2 8, 1879 ,  Masonic Lodge #173 h a s  con- 
t i n u a l l y  m e t  on the second f l o o r  of t h e  County  L i ~ e  School 
and Lodge.  John M. Durham, who built t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  was 
a char te r  m e m b e r  and f i rs t  Master of the County Line  Ledge. 
A n o t h e r  of the s i x t e e n  charter members w a s  Thomzs Eenton 
Caldwell, 

Though c h i l d r e n  no l o n g e r  l e a r n  to read and write w i t h i n  i ts  
walls. the o l d  building c o n t i n u e s  to house  Its o r i g i n a l  
I.lasonic 1,odge. and to serve as a Sunday rneeticg place f o r  a 
small B a p t i s t  congrega t ion ,  O t h e r  than t h e  loss of i t s  
educa t iona l  role, very l i t t l e  of its purpose or appearance 
h a s  chanqed in t h e  a lmos t  100 yezrs since the County Line 
School and Lodge %as first c o n s t r u c t e d .  

1 
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8. s i g n i f i c a n c e '  {County Line School and Lodge - Page 3 )  

This multi-purpose b u i l d i n g  which served early sett lers in 
two counties of the Arkansas Ozarks, i s  s t i l l  needed and ' 

used today. Its preservation and upkeep w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
because of both s e n t i m e n t a l  attachment and the c o n t i n u i n g  
need for such a s t r uc tu r e .  



As the designetcd State Liaison Officer far the  Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I,sw 

89-6651, I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the Na tiona 1 Register and cert i fy  that i t  h a s  been 

*valuated accordinq to the c-iteria and ptocedu t t s  set 
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I taereby certify that this property is included En the 

NatiwtaI Register.  
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