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HEADQUARTERS IX CORPS 

OFFICE O F  THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

AIW 809 o/o ?ou ta rs te r  
8m Rrno i r ao  d . l i fo rn la  

Colon01 Thomar D. mkm, 
mr Department danerr l  strif, 
0-8 Motion, 

~hlngton, n. C. 

I *rt f i n i s h e d  reading your report en tho a o t l m  of t h e  
168th fhf.ntry i n  t he  vlolnlQf of l i d 1  Bau f i d .  T h a n  i r  no 
oommnt t h a t  I oan r srh  i n  f o m r d i n g  it rn t o  t h e  34th D i d -  

Tho repor t  r ~ h  f o r  iWelf .  

Lndng t he  omditlon8, 1 oan only arm1 a t  the  ga l l an t ry  
o f  tho 108th Xnt"rntry and yourrelf  i n  the  f a w  of werrhelming 
oddr. You, and you alone were f i ~ h t i n g  tho e n t i r e  Oeravn 
armored foraa of Oenet.1 Rarmrel and t h e  delay you mused mted 
t he  Allied Poroer in Southern Tuniria from d i rhr te r .  Both of 
you m o t e  a page In  Amerioan h l r t o ry  f o r  which you o m  be wel l  
proud, T h e  blame f o r  pour d o f n t  a n  only be layed on the 
rhoulderr of those who oarp le te ly  f'ailed t o  ome t o  your 
port ar had boen plurned. 

I am f o r r t d l n g  tm ~ Z J  ~ ~ p i e r  oi 7-1 repor t  d t h  OOPY 

of t h i r  letter t~ t h e  84th M v l r l m .  I ruggoat that you rend 
a oopy t o  t h e  B i r t o r i ea l  Beation, mr lhp r tmen t  bene-1 8taff 
f o r  t h e  o f f i o i a l  reoordr. 

I. 

You h v o  dane an axoel lent  job i n  wr i t lnc  t he  report ,  It 
i s  exrot ly  what  I mnted. 



WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF 
- ~ ~ l l  AND w m m  DM 

WASHINGTON 

11 A p r i l  1945 

Ma j ar General Charles W. Wer 
Headquarters IX Corps 
Office of the C- Generr 
APO #309 
c/o Postmaster, San Rancisco, Callfarnia 

D e a r  General Ryder: 

1,- inclosing a report in t r ip l i aa te  of the operations of the 
168th Tnfantry between the dates of 24 December 1942 and 17 February 
1943. -1 received a l e t t e r  recently fram the Chief of Staff of the 
34th Division, Colonel John Do For-he, a d h g  fo r  the same thing 
and the additional information of what happened t o  the prisoners take- 
during the engagement. 

I have added an ertra paragraph describing w h a t  happened t o  them 
It isn ' t  very pleasant reading but it i s  the truth of how horribly 
the enemy treated them. 

I have t r i ed  t o  be absolutely fair In the statements and have 
not put anything in the repaft. not warranted. 

It has been diff idt  t o  keep f'rcxn mentioning what I did for the 
fact  of it is tha t  I did do most of the &ow. You know the problem-- 
good fighting men but inexperienced and part ial ly trained. 

Will you please make what comments you wlsh and forward two i 
copies t o  the C a m m d i n g  General, 34th Division? I am sending one 
copy f a r  you personally. 

With kindest regard; I 

Sincerely yours, 

.a#&- 
T H W  D. E h E  
Colonel, GSC 



2 A p r i l  1949 

Daring ttr pTiod 24 Dwbnr 1942 to 17 Febrwy 1943, tir 
168th Infantry Oortct f e u *  operated directly wider orders ieewd 
by All ied Faroe Headquarters, ALGIERS, AFRICA. Organismtiom o f  
tb reglÃ‘n ranging f r a m  a to the entire oo^bat tean wm 
often 6epftmted and operated under various uomndera ranging from 
ad~Ã§noÃ air  f i e l d 8  on up through the II Amrioan Cow to direct 
control by Fir& Britlth Any. 

1. 24 IboÃ‘b 1942 - ThÃ rÃ§(iÃ‘ with ftM8abd unlt~ Ã 
la Wmna In  vicinity of EL BUR,  ALGERIA, @lag thÃ ooaÃ§ HM 
and carrying out i t a  funatlorn of garrisoning I t a  assigned defenr  
~eotor .  Concentrated training, both day and night Ã§a being carried 
out. On this date ordare were reoelved for the Baeood Battalion, 
reinforoed, to mow t o  the vicinity of TELBPEATH for purpose of 
guarding advanced air flelde located there. 

3. 2 J ~ ~ T J  1943 - Tir A n t i t a n k  Ouqrv Ã‡ Ã§rdÃ§z out 17 
A- fore* HeadqwrtÃ§r t o  B I S d A ,  Soothem TinriSIA, to protect Â¥ 
air  Field a t  that plaw on the edge of the SAHARA DSSERT. 

4. 4 Jftimary 1943 - TbÃ First  Battalion, miofor&, was turwd 
orer t o  UiÃ§poÃ§iti of P i n t  Britlah Any for eurpo~ of protuet5.q~ 
air  flÃ§ld in vicinity of TOVIE IS. BAIa from the danger of enemy 
glider* and paratroops. 

5. Daring thi8 period Â¥D until it xwJoimd tir O o t b f t t  T o m ,  
30 3asaury 1943, tha 175th Fimld Artillery Bftttallon Ã in action 
tinlÃ§ the TirÃˆ hitiah A r q  in vicinity of BEJA, TU1H5IA. 



8. 15 Sarmry 1943 - The Camwder, Woml muwarn 
D. Drab, started on R %it of inapwotloa of tbfi wihly spread rÃ§d 
not, eowrlng 1500 Â¥lie during the next ten d a y  and finding con- 
ditions fir frum aatl~feotory. The xzoits pleeed out on guard had 
been given much vwled dut ies  and ordera by persona unfaBiillar with 
Infantry training and tuatiea that they were unable to carryon any 
preper trahing.  

9. 29 Jant~ry1943 - A t  1830 h o w  Colonel Drake roee lw l  a 
telephem msÃ§ag to report to Allied ? o m  Heactqwrtera. Upon 
ur lv ing there ha m e  directed t o  leum for C O I E T A B T I I E  and thw 
report to  LientQmiit General Aarierson, Conudlng F ' i r Ã §  British Any. 
Upon inquiry as to the dimpe~ition of the Third Battallen, Serrloe 
W q y  and walnder of Eeadquartfa Coapaoy hÃ Ã§& Iufoiwd that 
the Third Battalion would remln in place, Imf nothing N known 
about the other two o r g ~ n l n t i o n s .  Alerting the two w~pftHie8 ttr 
Colezrl put i n  A telephone call for Brigadier KeSÃb̂b the Chief of - 

Staff, Tirut  Britieh A r f f y  and received hta periElmlon t o  b r l r y ?  the 
two coapaniem along with hli. 

10. 30 JR- 1943 - A t  0430 howf Saturday af tw a night Â¥pen 
in w p a w t i o n  and rum'l~g pwndLa8ion for tbÃ ~ o w ~ x f t n t  of t b  convoy 
~IÃ‡B the over-erowlcd made,  the oolrams paÃ§w tha I? wot of ALGIERS. 
tedTing the two  ooopauiec muter o ~ a a d  of the Â£xÃ‡mr%l Officer for 
biwoaekinff, Golotwl Syh prooeeded on t o  Brit ish A m y  BeadquÃˆrt<r 
at COBSTA9TIHE. A l l  affloÃ§r were out to dinner and he w i t e d  unt i l  
2130 boors a t  which tiae thÃ ÃˆtÃˆffratoraÃ Order* were issued t o  
hia t o  proccad t o  t b  C.P. of the II A.mriean Corps lecaUd I n  a 
ravina just east of TKBTfiSA and there report t o  hjor  General L. R. 
Fr-tdendall, U. S. A n y ,  who ~ o n l d  (I- him exact ordere, but that b ' 
general him mission Ã§a to attack the QÃ§mmn with the 168th Combat 
?ma and seeurn aom high ground owrhoking the ooÃ§eta plains  of 
TCBISIA. 

U. 31 January 1943 - Upon irriTicg at  IZ Corpi Headquarters abort 
1530 how, Colonel Drala Ã greeted by General ?redendell who told 



0Ã§BÃˆrf rredÃ§ndBl t o l d  Colonel DraJce that hia  ooabat tMr 
already up forward and for him to report to Bajor General Orlando 
Ward, Firat  AraoiwS Division for order*. Colonel Drab infonwd GÃ§nar& 
FreAendtll that neltlmr thm Anti-unk C a p l X y  or tha Third  BattÃ§uo 
were with h i m .  General FredendÃˆ Â¥fate they   re ordered t o  be p e -  
ant and that he had Â¥eke the Mrat British Amy for the entire Conbat 
T a u .  QÃ§mm ?redeadall then dirÃˆotÃ his Chief of staff t o  {ft oa 
zbe telÃ§pho and have tb Third Battalione Anti-*& COKMUBTe EnglaÃ‘ 
CoapÃ§i and Collecting Goapugr =lo& froB the ir  ~ m i f i u Ã ˆ n t  and mmt 
forward to join the C o i b a t  Team. General FredendaU then told ColOBÃ  ̂
Drakr that om of hi* battalion. (la* found to be tbÃ rint Battalion) . 
bad boon pretty b*dly used that Â¥ornin in as abartiw awault upon the 
ewvy positione whÃ§ they were oa-t l a  their truolu by h n a n  d im 
b o r i w .  

12. Going f o r ~ r d  a few  mile^ Colonel Drake rwporzed in to tho 
Kew Echelon C.P. of the FlrÃˆ ArÃˆorÃ Diviiion. The offleer (Lt Cox) 
on duty Ã§ai that tbm First Battalion, 168th Infantry, Ã§Ã at the front 
tderthe of C o l w l  ll&raict, C o Ã ‘ B d l ~  CoÃ§bÃ CoÃ‘a *Dm, maS 
that 0Ã§aÃ§r TTurd who Ã‡Ã up forward Ã§ixit to S Ã  C o l o r 1  Drain Ã§ 

moon arn p o ~ l b l e .  fte alco rtAted that thÃ Second Battmlion, 168th Ia- 
funtry, WAS down the road a eouplo of Â¥ile araiting for darkneaÃ Â¥n 
the trudu that had t w o  a m -  t o  OUT? them f o r ~ r d j  that the 175th 
Field Artillery Battalion urn then Â¥orin in in that area. Thie o f f i w r  
then wanted to know if Colozrl Drkh  would Uk* ahuge and BBCUJÃ r e  
8 p o ~ i b i l l t y .  Colonel Drake mid, %", mat e~phntlmlly. He then 
explained that for him to take charge in the Kiddle of their work w o u l d  
only tÃ§n to tie it up. That hee Colozrl Drake, k m w  nothing about 
the ~rr*nqammta t b n t  had been mde, nor how c-iy or irhare the trnoki 
mro to eom free to haul the troop8 And nothing about road condition* 
or thÃ emay aitmtion; that for the Pirut A m r e d  Division t o  carry-on 
until the troop* wn in their allot& a a a ~ b l y  area wan the only 
eemible thing to do. 



A f t w  Identifying hi~e l f  t o  t h  c r o w u d a  Â¥illt&r polleown, 
be lÃ§Ã§ra w h a t  road led t o  OÃ‡smIÃ Ãˆmrd* haadquairtw 20 Â¥ile 
Â ¥ o a t h Ã ‘  of OATSA. Colonel Drxte t o l d  tho MÃ‡P t o  mtÃ§ for h i e  
oolum enfl the M,P. mid a (aide ma8 right them to a w t  thin. HÃ 
then called Captain Frederick K. Hughea, 02U71, Firfb Arioiwl Dl+ 
Ion, who earn fonrard and told hia; that hÃ had h n  mat thTÃ to 
mt thÃ Infantry and Artillery t o  conduct thorn to tbir m~wbly 
area, ifiMn Coloml Drake quaatioird him Captain Hugh8 amxired hiB 
he krwv exactly Ã§hr t o  place  tho troop and that they would bÃ Ã ĥ 
Colowl Dralf rnfd then that coming. Alao that the C.C. HÃ‘d 
qQftTter8 had wleetÃ§ the plmm and as 8oon am they w la position 
he would report the faact to htm at C. C. Headquartw. Ooloael Drake 
t o l d  hlm be w going to Ã§to and we Gweml 9ard f i f t  and then m o u l d  
go on to Colonel Uara lo t *~  Cepe 

Ito appeared to know what he Ã§a talking about, Â¥ with f i n a l  
word of caution t o  be careful about ova- thÃ Front Lir ,  Ã̂hi 
Captain Huf̂ es ammured hiB couldn't happen, beaaw hÃ knÃ Ã§bT to 
go Ã§n bamideÃ that tbe Firrb A r a o r w l  Divleion K.P.*a OOVWWI thÃ 
road, Colonel Drake drow on. 

RÃ§eohln Gmmi Ward*# C.P. at 0230 hÃ§w hÃ explalJMd thÃ 8itw 
tion; mid Goloaal Ihnlet bad ew-mg left la tbm did~lofl vm6w hi* 
oo~am that Ifarditt would be in but tbÃ§ Col DraJf would 
cotiwnd all of the Infantry; that hie antire divlalon, CoBbat Go~~aada, 
A D  B, and C Ã§er 8-y on otbr front* and that he had nothing left bat 
tb Gmmml Staff t o  ammmxl. Hn expbbmd that am atteok bad beon 
m t w t w l  t h ~ t  day ( ~ u n d a ~ ) ;  that the F i r a t  Battalion, 168th Infantry, 
had boon unght l a  truoka by Booha dl- bombera anfl that they had 
Buffered very b u r i l y .  HÃ k i m  tbay were badly m t e l c e n ,  but hoped C o l d  
Drake neuld tr able to pol l  t h e m  out of it, 



Lt. Colonel John Petty, C o ~ a n d e r  of Flrmt Battalion, Ã‡U i n  
shortly tit'ter~ardÃ dad explained t o  Colonel Drake that the F i r r t  
Battalion bad b Ã ‘  ordered mat forward In t r t w k m  t o  attaok, along 
83th tanks, and that they had been eaught by dive boabra and Wly 
mhot up, but that tby would be ready to fight ayiln that day. 

It still U o M  OOBB tim before Coloirl E&rai& wonid appear to 
deliver hi8 or4Ã̂  of battle, Â¥ Colonel DrÃˆk started out to  tb 
bi-rouaa of the Second Battalion. The mady deÃ§ar on the left of the 
trail wb6m tho3 should haw bÃ§e m e  oo~pletely barren oxoept for a 
few tanks &nd half-traoka. Am Golord Drato'a fwr* bgan t o  tab 
Â¥or definite atup*, violent firing of a l l  caliber* iad<le- 8onadÃ§ 
from the eaÃ§t -11 w i t h i n  tb G Ã ‡  limm. He Icoair the forat! In 
the darknemm, tbÃ guide, Captain Hq@a, had led thic battalion -11 ' 
icalde the Ã§xm l i n e s i  The firing IutÃ§ about 30 Â¥ioutÃ and then 
rubaidad. There eecmed to be no alternative to their fate. Tbe U.P. 
farthest t o  tha front to ld  Coloiwl Drftice that about 0300 or 0330 
hours, a low UÃ of trucks c~rryinf; troops bad paÃ§n h i m  hÃ§edÃ for 
the enexy lime. & was &aM w h y  hft bad aot stopped t h e m  aad he re- 
p l U d  that he tad had no order* to do SO0 Golono1 Drab f t m d  to 
the C.P. aad inquired of Lt Colonel htty hov the  track Ã§olÃ§ could. 
h a w g o t U n t h r o u g h t h e f r o n t l i n Ã § u s d U r n ~ n t h i a t o f t t h Ã ˆ o u  
pert, w h i o h  Patty mid, he had plawd on thft road. Petty ~ Ã ˆ  b o k  
accompnnled by two  frightened priv8Us who Ã‡dBittÃ to having beon ih* 
farthest adT&mod road outpost. Thy both rtaW that they had WUd 
ths eoluun, but that the officmr lÃ§ft<Uzi it had gÃˆttÃ oat of his an- 
chine and t o l d  them timt ha kiww where lie Â¥& goiq and that emrything 
mould bo alright. (Him mathÃ liter I mt Captain Eughea i n  8 prison 
caap in Poland. He than atuted to Ã that bÃ had W Q  no each outpost 
end fnrthcirmrw that be had trwr ~n that bat one t i r  and 
that daring day l ight.) Colonel Drain's C.P. and Serviea Coepaay had 
likewise failed to Â¥ho up, but be m e  thnnkful for the appearance of 
Lt. Coloml Kelly, who atfoured hia that the 175th TitilA. Artillery wold 
be right uith hia In ewrything he Ã§8iotÃ§ 





15. T-aday, 2 February 1943, ordÃ§ iwoMi at  0200 boon by 
Coloml Bfaraiat for oontinulw of the attaok at 0500 hoars and to ~ 1 i  
the high BTtynni overlooking the open plains extending toward ST& The 
Tuflcs would preoÃ d̂ Colonel DrakÃˆ9 Infantry; ho would h&~r the Ouaon . 
Company, 39th LafMitry, attached t o  h h  for the tattle. Colonel Drake 
iÃ‘w orders for tlm attack la oolwn of battalions) SÃ§ooa Battalion 
to follow Firat Battallon at 1000 prdÃ§ 175th FiÃˆ1. Artillery dlfplao- 
lxg by bomxia rwdy for imrtaat Â¥ttppor dl; Canno~ Cospwy follow 
right flank of First Battalion) Servloe CoBpftiiy rÃ§m where it -8 
C.P. follow F l m t  Battalion; Colonel DzÃ§k would be forward with ttw 

'Firat  Battalion, Proapt4 a t  OW2 how the 8ttÃˆa lowd forÃ‘rd* AÃ 
Colonel Drake pasued a large Iwn jmt before clearing the taro, ow of 
hia Inquisitive aoldlora t h m  open the barn door* and about twenty 
Italian*, Ã§h bad huddled in them throughout the nieht, ewÃ Â¥powlB 
out with their hard6 r&lsed uver their heade. ff ithin a few ndnutea tir 
Geraan A i r  Foroe appeared overhead and again they experienced the nww 
mddng 6-B of t b  dl- b d b ~ ' ,  a8-W a -V '-' 



of thÃ exploding . But t h b  TU going to be diffmnt - 
than three of the GÃ§m&n had Into their d i r e  Â¥tar what a 
to be black 8- Ã‡Â f r o m  ovr the rftnge of h i l l s  to their left. 
It Ã § Ã  the first appearftw of thÃ Anrloaa A i r  Fore*. T b Ã §  fact 
@U@tnhgm* could fly rinp around thÃ Stulcu end O w n  p l Ã § i  ~ o o  

began falllng em-. 

Long  rug^ fire (MOM againÃ§ thai, but nothing oeuld Â¥ta t lm ad- 
mmu. Soon the first high ground n e  takÃˆn than tb next, ~ o d  by 
U O O  hams the objeotiv wns readrd. 

SoTBral dive bariÃˆln attaeks and straflnge, following the -lag 
ef their bomh, cmcurru! t i h r o m  the day. During t b  day88 ettaok 
a Xoag e o l m  of Geran tmeka and tanka had been 'bottled up* in a 
ku~oi rocky defile along the right flank by plaalmg gnu and Â ¥ i n o  at 
both eada of it. The road beittf 80 narrow the ommy o d d  not turn 
their vehleles around, Colonel Dnke amked for boabw to dectroy tbÃ‘ 
hut badquartere 8ent word that tbay would be <~ptnrÃ‡d This ~erloualy 
depleted hie strength to m1ntah.1 two fighting foroem at the ends of the 
P a C ~ ~  ftolther wold a eufficlent ferae be details! to fight and eapturÃ 
then without deviating from the -in Biasloo. Thic e m ~  fame vaa a 
emme of w e r q  I n  that It might bm8k out a d  mt-nm the mar ama. 

,17. A M  1'700 hema Coleml Drab o b m v d  a xmmnt IWW tba 
eastern exit of this  paas which m a  about two mllea away. Through hi* 
f i e l d  glasiefl be aav what appeared to be guns Boring into poxition. A t  
final it waa believed the enemy had debouched and were preparing te.go 
into action. The 175th Field Arti l lery was alerted and i t8  
to cover this pealtion while he ~ n t  forward to find out who they Ã§ere 



- 

position* 

SoÃ‘deÃ§oltÃ§r7fIriB golf enat the frontdnnfroahia 
podtion Coloml Dmkm mw tba rmi &- ebka with f l m w  
mhiolÃ§ d m s h i ~ f  idly to the rear. & darted off a r o ~ - o o w  
to Luter~ept t h m ,  but Ã ‘ T B ~  ~ & i o l e a  had already poked Ã§he bÃ 
reaaheU the road. Â¶ mm i n  the ovwmrmdd ~ e h i o l e a  uem wlld 
eyed, am tboy roared along a t  full spwd. The aoluxa m e  w l e  up 
of half-ton weapon oarrlera, jeÃ§pÃ half-tricks and taida - amhlnf 
that would roll. Colonel Brake clopped thla rearward ru*h and plae- 
lag a guard Ã§ero the road, ordered all baok to their position. 
Dy personal direction and use of a l l  available offioero the troope 
were returnad to their farmer poeltione. Only part of one lattellon, 
plu* eoae rear unit* had been effeoted. hvmotigatiom ahowed that 
the Â ¥ e r ~ n i n  to* had be8n vlthdre.wn Ã‡ithou notification and that 
a Gernan patrol of ODB platoon of tam inrostigating tha withdrawal 
tad coved forward i n t o  the Anerlcan podtion, being identified as 
friendly tanks. Cpon arriving there they opened odden fire at point 
blank range. this oodden tlerelepawnt on the omwrwaght .nerve8 of 
tm the m'n in the iumdiat* vicinity to bellmvo that  the 
Gemn Panwrs wra  amng them in  force. ThiÃ near panle Ã‘ tiwrtad 
without any real 1-0 t o  the defenaivw p a i t i o n .  

18. 3 Fibnary 1 9 b G  Wednesday - ThÃ day  Â¥ p*mM4 I n  OOTBOU- 
dating petition, making mmge charts and of being diwboÃ§b by the 
ever preaent enemy air a t  frequent in tern la .  A mrious IOBB Â¥a BW 
taimd ehortly before daylight when oir of our half-trualu laden with 
engineer peraomel ran Into a Duxp of f Ã § Ã  mima,  ~ t t l n g  off the 
entire Dwp.  A t  #30 hourm the A I M * *  C o m p q  8mlmd, ampbtbg 
their 1- Jmnwy free BISKRA and w r o  p l n d  l a  paeltion. la the 
late afternoon Brigadier General Ray Porter, who had been placed i n  
cOBÃ‘c of the entire metor, CUM forÃ‘r and after impeation ex- 
preaued him pl~aure over the defensive set-up. 

19. 4 February 1943 - Thureday - Tho entlrÃ day Ã§Â quiet wlth 
the exception of bombing attack8 and continued strengthening of the 
poultion. Beavy fighting m e  In p r o g w s  north of t h e m  mar EAKKASSAT, 
vbera another combat oomaod tried to break through to the eouth t o  
join forces. The aneiiy, howver, Ã‡a too strong fop the=, so t h T e  
Â¥the cat - two badly muled battaliom - 25 Biles oat In the heart of 
the Ge-n w. Go~8idÃ§rabl activity Ã§ obeerrwi out In front 



20. A t  1700 Is/wars Coloirl Drftk* rewind orden to v l t h d n w  
that night under oorer of dartreeurn and to woxwte hi* o o ~ ~ n d  in tlw 
vicinity of G*JSI by daylight. All roads would bÃ m t  his disposal 
froa 2200 houre on and that he would deetroy a w ~ i u g  that might bft 
of use to the enow. Haetily preparations were wde and at 1800 
h m  a l l  coiaoanders were assembled 81x3 the order of mrch vac given* 
The order: The EDgiiwere to prepare all lirtallationa in SEHED, In- 
eluding the roondhome with the twelve looo~otivÃ§~ they had captured 
for deoolit ion and to  blow them a t  2400 hou. .  They were than to 
mine the roed behind the Covering Shell whiah would pass at that boor. 
The unite in rear anam to mrch from their area at 2000 hours a m $  
Artillery the ear. One Tank Gocpely would follow the Firat  Battalion 
which would be i n  tte reftr of the Second Battalion, who in turn, 
follow~d tbe artillTy by f i f teen Â¥Inute~ Cospuy B, Captain Bird 
commnding, with t w o  platoons of 4v- heavy =chine gima 
f r o m  C o ~ p a n y  D to cover the front and withdraw on order. Trucks to 
be spotted back of the first hill nt 2200 horn. Special u n i t s  with 
the C.?. , leas the Conmndiag Officer, to  follow artillery. Ereoutiw 
Officer te cooxand the colmao. Colonel Drake t o  remin with the aheUm. 
Eveqtblng depended on timing end aecmar and the mvemrft merit Use 
clock work. All iaetallatiooa were destroyed Jbowdlateb after tlm 
troopa cored out. A t  daylight the last of tbÃ C o a t  Tea* acned 
a t  1t.a area In the vicinity of -GWSA. 

21. 5 FebruÃˆr 1943 - Friday - A b o u t  0800 hours Colanel 
Ã  ̂ into OAF.% and talked with QABT&I Porter. There he reoelwd 
orders to proceed to FERSIAWL that night, leaving the 175th Field 
Artillery b e h i d .  SOBS of the unite of the Goch-it Team had been w d  
on to FKWIIA.^A during the withdrawal the p&vioua night by ordera of 
higher headquarter#. A t  1500 hour6 a Colonel from Second Amriaan 
Corps Headquarter* o a ~  to Colonel Drake and laeued ordwfl for BOTC- 
cent t o  continue on to SBEITLA that night. The mm~ent started 
pompt ly  at 1900 hours with proper g o l d e m  left along the road to 
interwpt and direct t b  troop*. 



22. 6 ? o m  1943 - Saturday - After 8 hacartom all ni(ht 
Ã‘re the rmgbmnt, leem om battalion, posed SBEITLA and bl~oo- 
naked in tbÃ open dÃ§Ã§ar dÃ§pendln en dicperaion for proUotion 
froB Â ¥ a ~  boxbf. HBn and ~~hlolam wre dug-- A t  1500 how 
the Carpa Chief of Staff, vlmltod the m n d  vith ordf for the 
yirÃ§ Battalion to Â¥OT to SIDI BOW ZID at dark t o  reliÃ§ ft h n e h  
Battalion. Protest was Ã ‘ d  to a particular unit being dwifaated, 
w h ~ r Ã § n p o  the order warn changed to *mend 8 battalion*. The Firat 
Battalion had ixffomd very heavily in e u m l t i e s  daring the battle 
of SEBED with approxiBBtely 20% o a s ~ a l t i c a  Inflected on them. 
Request wr also imde again a t  this tice for the 175th Field Artill- 
Ã§r Battalion, bat iaatend orders Â¥er iaNÃ̂  that ttw SevuateÃ§Bt - 
Battalion of Corps, medium artillery would be sent forward to Join 
the reghint, beo~nce they had to have nrt i l leq at Gm a d  t h e  
Â¥xehan  ̂would Sam Â¥orla the t w o  unite. HOÃ‘TT proaiÃ Ã§ Â¥ad 
that the 175th field Artillery would be me& forwd i l t h l n  a fm 
d a y  t o  -join it# Combat Tam. 

23. 7 FebriMxy 1943 - Sanday - Ordon wre reoeiTtd attaching 
the RaffiÃ‘n to the First Anxnwd DiTlaion and for Colonel Orate to 
report to Bajor GenÃ̂ra Orlaado Ward for order*. Oemd W a r d  
l a m  ordem for the to SIP1 BOT ZID ttet Bight 8od 
there re to B r i g a d i ~  Ge L'c^imin, CoBbAt CoÃ‘an A; that 
the Third Battalion, 168th Infa- from ALGIERS wold join the Re&- 
mot on the BOTO f k r d  and that upon reaching there tha 17th Field 
Artillery would revert to General l^ullliq that tile Tirst Battalion, 
168th Infantry wtild mm that night back to FERRIANA in Corp Rcsem. 
A f t e r  I u s u h g  the weessu~ orders for the noreaent Colonel Drake went 
forward to SIDI DOU ZID and wportwl to Brigadier General jlcQnAlllnÃ 
General KoQoilliB orderÃ§ hia to aoxplftta hie ~orannt that night and 
to re- Colonel Alexander H. S t u k ,  e u ~ ~ n d l a g  26th Infantq, M 
Infantry Division, the next day. That Bight the reminder of thÃ 
Coxbat Tma~, less the First Battalion, and vith the Seventeenth Field 
Gorp Artillery Bored forÃ‘r and.=- under1 age of 9wvy utill- 

fire RS they mrÃ§ SIDI BOU ZID. Howvi 1 DOTBWD~ V&8 COB" 
plated into position w l t h w r t  confusion* 

24. 8 FÃ§brmr 194.3 - Â¥onla - la early Boraing Colonel Drab 
-& on ~ ~ 1 a ~  of P~dtIm with Gem- KoQuillln, vbo ~IOetÃ§ 
poaitiotu into which the u n i t e  would m. Arriving beck at the C.P., 
26th Infantry, at 1000 hours orders were Icsiied for the relief of the 
26th Infantry fey Colonel Orate and Â¥OTRÃ‘ into position for the other 



25. For the next flv day, tb ninth to the thirtÃ‘nth -tam- 
ivy the tlm Ã apent in eouolidating thÃ poÃ§itlonÃ putting up 
wire entÃ§nglÃ§~mt laying the Binea and ahlft ing of imitu. On the 
elemnth of February a typewritten order Ã‘ recelwd by Gemral 
BeQuillia, m i -  by the Corp Gomnder, fcjor General Prodendall, 
directing the exaet location and di8positlon of eaoh organlwtlon. 
General Sard had written on the amgin of th lÃ order in pencil, 
*Show thia to The order f o l l o w  c 

p8 w Â¥e inai Â¥CO I O U  
ion are put into offeat 

5. putmmo of -8 DJ* mIRA 8a tln seal DJ m- 
OB thÃ Berth am the key terrain fcaturw ln  thÃ d * f o ~ w  of ?AD. Then 
two feat- mut be strongly bold, with a Â¥obil remm la the Ylain- 
ity of SIDI BOD ZID vhleh can rapidly launch a counter attack. Plan for 
a l l  pooaible BÃ of t h i m  re- dmi ld  bÃ propred Ã‡hM of ti-. A 
tettalion of Infantry should be employed for the dofenam of DJ. KSAIRA, 
and the bulk of a battalion of infantry together with a battery of artill- 
ery and aoKpaw of tanks for the defense of DJ. IfSSOUDA. ReaaiBdmr of 
artillery is a t  proflent aatlsf'actorily looftUdo It ehotild, however, 
fwnimh l t Ã  own lomi protection, and be prepared to shift rapidly. 

b A d d l t l  -- om1 Racerreat The 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry. n w  
your control, ahould IÃ‘adtotel mod a llaieon offlow to Hq. CO A. 



tU.8 Battalion will lik*ly ba aqiloyed by Â¥oQnilli Â¥ 
an attack Is the TAD afa d w l o p ,  t b  Battallen CoÃ‘aade In eolhb- 
oration with SeQnilliB mhoxxid prepare plane for tha TUÃ of hia BÃˆta 
llen. ThÃ§ p l u r  should inaw rapid Â ¥ o r e ~ n  aad emploJiMat of thlÃ 
Battallon owe it baa been ordered, 

3- m i a ~ w g  1t 18 d m - 4  a t  m m -  
mmnoe and oountÃ§ reconnaia~&nee tw conducted by you from HA.DJEB EL 
AIOCT on the Perth to the paeÃ between DJ. M A I Z T I A  AND W e  G O W  on 
the South, In thlÃ area atrung liatenlng ports should be established 
24 hoars a day from whioh raids ,  wben appropriate, can be oondooted* 
It is esmntial that thia reeom~lmanaÃ and oolmtar roeo~naiam~eÃ 
link up with that now being condwted by the 1st Britlah Derby Teonnry. 
The force ooÃ at Â¥eQulllin* disposal ic not cuff ia lent  for the area 
for which ho ie reaponÃ§ible The bulk of your 8lÃ§ Raeoimalau~e*  
Battalion ahould be wed in the area IUDJEB EL AIOUB - UIZTLA - GCTJUEB 
PASS 

2. Z h m m  1 ~ ~ * 2 b ~ ~ a a  
BOOB aa poqÃ§lbl a photographic s t r i p  cowring the Ã § r w  Pam at T8358 - 
FAD PASS - RSBOU - U&TLEG PASS. I b Ã § ~  ulÃ̂ that every effort be mdo 
to mcnre good pioturoa of the PMu at T8358, ? A I D  PASS, and CATLEG Pnne. 





26. On Friday night ttw 12th of Felwupy roplaomi~ota Â¥er re- 
oeiTBd nt the front. A total of 450 InTlng been. emat forward to ttr 
regiment, 250 of whoa had beon dropped off a t  the FlrÃ§ Battalion in 
mPRIAffA and the rcnslnder eodng on fonmrd t o  SIDI BOT 212. Tbatt 
replnoeienta arrived, part of them without aria of ~ n y  kind and all 
carrying two heavy barracka bag8 of clothing. The roster that ac- 
eowp~nied t h e m  d i d  not have a l l  of their micas on it, but id did eon- 
ta in  names of man who were not present* Upon quaationiiig these Ben it 
i s  f w d  *\it a grent mny had nevsr f l M  a rifle in their life. 
Tihnt none af their bad entrenching tools, nor bayonets ssd some Ãˆer 
without rifles. ttany of their wer? nodical corp Ben, artillery aan, 
tank deat-r rec nnd o w r y t h i n ~  except infantrycen. Them men irere 
sen t  to the di f ferent  companier throughout the day and had joined t h e i r  
co~i>~nieÃ for the attach which csiw Punday aornin& 

That  night a lx  truck loadÃ of ubaiookae* and their  accompanying 
armnlt.ion  as received. D i s t r i b u t i o n  of these yum and rocket8 aepe 
Bade Saturde j ,  but due to lack of them for instruction they =era use- 
less. Lyery effort had been xade to get just one mb&sook8a in tha 
regimnt for instructional pnrpoaea, but without suoceam. They had b Ã ‘  
eyetenftticnlly forwarded t o f r o n t  l ine outfits where they ware ju& aÃ 
religiously thrown away. 

27. 13 February 1943 - SftCurday - During the afternoon an ob- 
semer in tne outpost on DJ. .DL4G spotted h o a t a e  vehicle8 mving 
south on the rmd p o s t  of DJ. R-^TGHCK. The ~ i z e  of the rove~ent  in- 
dimted n large force in cotion toward BACFZXSY, Swing the night 
listening posts on 33. KSIkTiA reported noise of large ta.nk formatlona 
in our front to the enat. 

LRter thnt ift-irnoon Colonel U m h  isatzed orders t o  the Servloe 
Co~pc^y that a l l  heavy trocka of the 168th Infantry would be mved t o  
FBE1TLA a t  dark that  night t o  go intobivouac there, end that a Quarter- 
ing party would be sent out by 1-nfiltretion " t h a t  afternoon to prepare 
for their reception. Heav encry act lv l t ieo i n s  obtcrved in front of 
the position throughout the clay and It appeared as though tin attack 
w5s irineut. Opaer~ w e r e  is~iaed for brwkfu.st el. 04.00 hours anri to 
"Stand Ton at 0500 hours the next mrning, \.: 2350 hours a telephone 
m l l  mum through to t h e  I'~;egimr!tftl C.P. f o r  h lonc i  Drake t o  report 
to the C.C.'i.J.P. There he pet General Eiaenhowr, the Allied 
Coiccander-In-Shlef, who presented t o  hlia the Lilver :tar tfedal for thÃ 
action at SEKSD. 



28. 4 February 1943 - Sunday - The ezwy attaefcad a t  0630 
hours with two diviaiona of Panxers, thÃ 10th and 21fft. The Geraan 
m t t p  c m d e r  of t b  m m ~  D l d e i o ~  ww U X H ~ I  s w a t .  ~b 
emoy first hit DJ. U S S O U D A  with two bittaliom of tftoka, OtÃ f m  
the north &nd one from the enat. The hÃ§av north materly wind had 
been bloving all night, during which the tank* eowd up in the face 
of the wind without their DO~BÃ being detected. Patrol* had bean 
ordered o u t  every night by higher authority, in apite of the fact 
t h a t  there w s  but a restricted sector t o  petrol in the front. It 
was obvious to myone that the eneq could locate the patrols and 
grab then a t  any tiro t.hnt they m i f h t  wish t o  do so. One patrol 
stationed near PAID P4CS on Satur4iy niyht was mwr heard of aft.w- 
wards. Outsideof one or two ptro la  to capture priÃ§orirs 1% sp- 
p a r e d  tbet the patrol? wro umceFsary. ;uite often rost of thew 
were killed, as t h  G w w n ~  wovld l ie 1- wit for the patrols after 
the first couple of n l f h t ~ ,  Coaiw froa the north and the east  the 
two forocs of G e m n  tnnka closed on DJ. USSOUDA. Through hie  field 
(;lcsuea ~olonel Drake counted eighty-three Gerioac tacks i r ,  front of 
DJ. LL3SOCTDA. A t  daylight there were flf tsbes of gun fire from the 
t w o  Gwftn forces direct on the position. Thim almost instant action 
destroyed all sewn of the 'mric'in tanks with Lt. Colonel *?&art. 
They were a few pieces of nryored artillery which were knocked out 
at the anoe lira. One company of infantry out on the desert dug-In 
in front of JJ. i^/i^-J^^ i t s  l iwed l ' i t~ ly  overrun, iimt oemm of 
the infantry in those holes -8  wver  kcom, t h o ~ c h  two or three Ben 
from that company eald th-t the e n  could be seer lylnp; in the fox 
holes a& the enery lurks would put n track in the fox hole, tarn 
uround oa their end crwd~ the  soldier Into the wound. The reminder 
of t^ie battalion w beck In tbe hllla juat outside of FJ. IE:SOV3A 
and l a t e r ,  under i^ijor boore, about h l f  of them pt through to  the 
Amrim n Unas . 

23. Coabat O o w i w ?  Hecdqw-rtem YES i n  &ID1 3.XZZi, vhlle the 
168th Infantry C? vms Ã tile nn'l half farther east In a enall oll^e 
P m -  The Third Battalion of the 163th Infantry a& tho 17th Field 
Artillery were at FJ. X5*;I'^A, about four and one-half Kilos farther 
east. The reminder of the artillery of the arnored eoreaand Ãˆa out 
on the plains  between the l6Sth Infantry CP and DJ, KSAIKA, Oa< 
conpenyof tanks under Lt. Colonel Eiighoowr was In :ID1 WV Z D  with 
the srrorec! C?. ".ili- the battle of LJ. Ãˆ.':Â£?'?'I wi3 going on there 
m a  e large troop fowi~ent, incliding tanks, coaAn.3 towsrd ?.ID1 Br:U 
ZIS ft-On the southeast. A i r  bombardment was called for, but did not 



mterlallso. The armored artillery followed by the 17th Field 
Artillery, left*their  positions and withdrew t o  the rear. The 
withdrawal moon beeam a rout# i n  SOBQ a rea .  A t  tbis Juncture 
Colonel Drake reported by telephone to General Koquillb that the 
troops appeared to  be p n l ~ k y .  The ganpral dirÃˆcta him, Toxi 
are on the spot, take cooeand and atop it.* Colonel Drake asked, 
9Xon roan for DC to t a k e  corwand of n i l  troop8 in the awnta 
General Co^ulllln18 reply m s  a Y ~ , R  StÃˆp were taken which 
e f f o c t l w l y  stopped the withdrawal. Troops i n f i l t e r i n g  t o  the rear 
Are stepped and held I n  a s t a t e  of readiness, About thirty m i n -  
u t e ~  after tills eomrsat lon  the Executive Officer, 168th Infantry, 
LI. Colonel Qerald Line we to  where Colonel Drake m e  watching 
the bat t le  of DJ. LT.?SOUDA teough h i s  field glaaacs and said, 
nGemral ffeQulllin is on the telephone and sa id  be is pulling out 
and for you to stay here." Colonel Drakema instructions preTloualy 
had been that he would hold his position to the last iwn. Colonel 
Drake went to the telephone but It w dend. T b  ̂ O~~-unle^tiona 
Officer, F i r s t  Lt. Edgar P. :Aoschel, 168th Infantry, reported that  , 
be had sent out two aen to  check the line. Them wen noon reported 
in ard atAtftd that they found that the telephone en the other end. 
of the l i n e  w gone, 

30. The outpost now reported an enany column coming frem the 
south. Tbe omsy was flanking the position on three sidea. S o Ã  
of the eneny tanka had gone around DJ. LES?OUDA in a rore~ent which 
cut a road junction seven miles 'Â¥ea of DJ. LKSSOUDA. AH traff 5.0 
leaving ?ID1 303 ZIP by rwd was now blocked. The mmle of aost 
of the wo. Ã§a low. Colonel Drake was repeatpdly tiportioned if the 
troops ahould not p u l l  out aa the others had dona. H i a  reply Â¥a t o  
the effect that he intended to attackj that it was h i #  b e l i e f  thmt 
an attack was hla best defense, and that he Ã§a goins to capture the 
high ground a t  CARET KADID. about a Klle to the front. The enemy 
wa8 coming up from both enat and we8t and cloaing in. The Band, 168th 
Infantry, under Second Lt.  Seywour F! ~ o l t e n f i e  tely a t a d i -  ! 
forwrd AB scorttB along each side of c l e 8 d g ' z t 3 r d  G!.W 
iiADID. A t  this t i m e  GoBpany A, 16th E n g l n e w  F i r s t  A r ~ o r w i  Divlelon, 
reported to Colonel Drake. The Corpary Cocraoder, Captain Xl l i er .  
Re A .  Geyatouber, 16th Engineers, sa id  that he had been told by 
Geneml Pe-llln to mport to Colonel Drab and there to render aiy 
asslstnnce possible. Colonel Crake imawiiately sent forward this  
Engineer C o w -  and Goqmny E, of the 168th Infantry, Headquarters 
Coapany, less Dots. 168th Infantry, under Captain Bernard !J. Bolton, 



along with several hundred mn that had been picked up froa d t m  
out s ide  the regieent, i n  an attack to eeiae GkRTT HADID. Company E, 
168th Infantry, under Captain Donald L. i31kioson had bÃ‘ on duty 
protecting the artillery and w e  nuw available t o  its regimental 
aofwnder after the evcuat lon of the artillery. Outposts were left 
on the road t o  t a k e  cure of cnything t h a t  cam through. On the wy 
forwnrd to 3A.-.ET ?-ADID Colonel Drake found a platoon of light tanka 
returning. The Lieutenant in comacd etnted that he bad bean out as 
right flank outpost. He reported tLat  the enccy Â¥S attacking i n  
force with heavy tanke ilsBcdiatrly behind him and that his Instrue- 
tiona had been-la such an event t o  withdraw. Colonel Drake explained 
to  the Lieutemnt that be 88s now in eoaaaand of all troops i n  the 
area and that the tanks would now be under h i s ,  Golone1 Drakepa 
orders. Thm platoon of l i g h t  tanks ims iiaiedlately launched into 
the attack, and the improvised forco, doe to its speed of advance, 
Ã§Ã successful in peaching and seising GARET HADID before the emagr 
could bring sufficient force to prevent them. The rei~nants of COB- 
way A, 81st F.econmiaaanca Battalion, under Captain Otto G. Amrell, 
were a lso  placed in position, am thay oofae back. The Cannon CospÃ§ny 
39th Infantry, Gaptala %uck0 Walter* cornanding, and the senn 37M 
T d  guzr that were with C o q m n y  A, 16th Engineera.  The First PlÃ§ 
toon, Cofpaay G, 109th Engineers, under First Lt .  b y a l  I. he, m a  
given the tftak of cining the road lending aortheaat around GARET iiADID, 
while Company A of the 16th Sngineers, covered the Brine field a t  the 
eastern end of it. All troops xade hurried prÃ§iparÃ§tio for a lamt 
ninxzte defense of GA7J.3 t ^CIS .  4s tho troops deployed for the d<- 
fenae of Gh'-LT i iADIS,  the eneay cam within gun range. There Ã§Ã a 
email exchange of flrÃ whereupon the emay deployed and then caut- 
iooaly  attacked. Had they gone on through the AifÃ§rimn would haw 
been defeated. They did not nttaek in force nt  th is  ti-, but in" 
alead stflrtcd a deliberate slog*. The enemy boaleged GfL%T H A D I D  
froe all aides. riy t h i s  f loe  a cheek Bade by the Adjutant, k j o r  
Merle A. h a c h a m  showed that  about 950 m n  wrÃ employed in the de- 
fense of ̂ -V! HADID. A b o u t  300 of t b Ã §  ware not w e d ,  and them 
Included een f r o m  tanka, reeonnalesanoe unita, tank deatroyera and 
artillery nnl ta .  SORB of the Ben had procured eide arm and guaa that 
they hqil found i n  shot-up half-tracks. A hurried effort Â¥m cade to 
secure arm froa those found abandoned i n  an  effort t o  ara everyoif. 
This, of oourne, could not be done. The emny ride several attacks 
during the U t h ,  15th and 16th of February. 

31. On the 15th they began t o  drive in heavily and on tbreÃ 



different occasions penrtrated a8 far a8 tbe CP. STTal 8 d p e r ~  
worked throughout the position oauaiag ctaualtie8 a d  constant 
effort to wipe them oÃ§t.Ã§ exerted at ell t h o  Due to the mÃ‡( 
ground and the several pieces of artillerr picked up in t h  toova to 
GAÂ¡E HADID, tba emmy tanis could not get into t& Amrioan foroefl 
to  overrun t,her. ?11 of the  arti l lery Â¥a knocked out by t b e  16th 
of Febrtmry by direct fire. G a Ã § u a l t i  Ã§er heavy m u d  f inal ly  the 

pushed in the right flank, A counter attack w i t h  two platoon* 
m e  mde nnd d m  the enemy baak to hie original position. A tÃ‡ 
inverted cone of rock controlled the whole rear position. Only six 
m~ could be spered:to garriaon this  corn. The emty auccaeded in 
scaling the aide find k i l l e d  three of them men. The other three aen 
caw bask and reported that they had been driven off. Colonel Drab 
sent one officer, Cecond Lt .  Seywour k. iiolten, m l t h  8lx men of the 
r i ~ g l ~ n t n l  Died t o  retake this  position. T h y  did retab it rnd tbeir 
efforts mved the entire petition from b i n p  penetrated. On the 15th 
t^ie eitwtion 'became very de6pÃ§rat na there had been no food nor 
water  since supper on tha Uthj cÃ§su&ltie Â¥c hÃ̂av no redical 
aesl~tnnoe other than fir& aid oodd be g h n  to the woondod. T b  
fighting did not l e t  up day or night and finally on the 16th the 
enaw m a  able t o  get through. Toe ant- rear and right flank wore 
driven in. Losses b g a n  t o  count. During t h i s  ti- Colonel DrakÃ 
kept in contact with the armred forces to the rear by radio, wing 
a code w h i c h  had been arranged with the division CoÃ‘.onlwtion 
Officer before they went into action. The radio, howrer, would 
function only in the daytim. !-a soon eta the sun w n t  down the radio 
would fade out sod there were no further eemmnloationa with the out- 
aide world unti l  tha sun cam up the next momin+ 

32. A l l  gasa of the 39th Cannon Goapaagr and a l l  370 m toootod 
out by m n  16th Febrmwy. kinforoemnts bad h e n  p ~ c d s e d  by the 
First Armored Zivlslon Headquarters, bat, each of  the two etteBpta Bade 
Â¥ar attacked in force by the emcy and failed to get through. Sop- 
pUea were asked for by air. A d t i c m  vaa asked for but none car, 
A i r  hoisbflrdren* on the nuineroua enew artillery bat ter i e s  i n  plain 
dew was ask.& for but none ~aateridiaed. On the 16th of February 
the emcy first ftttccked the Third Battalion, 163th Infantry, on 
DJ. KAIRA. The T h i r d  Battalion m a  able to withstand the attack, 
although their position had become somuhat confused by the  17th Field 
Artillery which had aowd back and forth and f i n a l l y  after learing 
eaufd a collapae on the i r  left. Ubn the artillery moved out t h e  
T h i r d  Battalion was left in a scattered position. A t  UOO h o w  on the 



16th it beeam iBcreaai~gly clear that tho foreÃ eould not hold out 
for   ore than one day lonpr. 

33. *t thie hoar the alttmtion urn t h i n  TbÃ mar of the poai- 
tlon w drlrpn IB; the right flank Ã§a in proocca of being dr iven  
in; armmition w e  runninq low; the center had been penetrated thee 
times t u r n  and the lack of wfcer m a  bftcoei~g increasingly grave. 
The m n  having not eaten or had a drink of water for three d a y ,  
along vi th the hot wether an4 net-rom exertion, reduced mny t o  a 
pi t i ful  etnte. 

A t  U30 hours on the  16th of February 1943, Colonel Drake re- 
ceived a rmlic oesaage from General Sard t o  thie effect, We can do 
no more for yon. The deeieion iÃ yours. I w i l l  try t o  hare suppliif 
dropped t o  you." The eunplloa were never dropped. This w a r e  which 
care In the clear was not uuderatood because It premnted problem 
which had not been in question! The orders ware to hold this position. 
Wau It intended that the decision Ã§a up to Colonel Drake, 'either to 
currcnder, continue the defense or to w i t h d r a w * ?  Ho one w told of 
the  contents of thic mesage except the Cocamnloatiom Officer, Lt.  
Uocohel, who rwf i^Rd  it, the radio operator, the K x w n t l ~ e  Officer, 
Lt. Colonel Line, the Chaplain, Stephen W. Rum, and the Coiftnding 
Officer, Colonel Dmka. A t  1500 hours on th la  date Colonel Drake re- 
ceiwd another menu@ f r o m  General St~rd,  "Look for dropped peaeage at 
1700  how^.* Colonel Drake assumd that they were going to order hia 
t o  with'irsw. Hit wde all preparations for withdrawal that night and 
after a mfnl eatiafttc of the mitttation, before which Chaplain Cane, 
etanding in full view of enemy enipera with hia band6 ra i sed  in Ekne- 
diction, asked the Bleseing of God upon the decision, selected the 
route w a t t  along foot of G 4 R . T  HADID, tbeaw Sou-tbweat f o l l o ~ l n g  the 
foothills unt i l  clear; thence l lBTthwat  aoroaa country to EL dAMlR. 
He sent a code msenge to Lt. Colonel John H. Van Vllet, Jr., of the 
Third Battalion to prÃ§par to w i t h d r a w  on order that night and then 
coiepleted smngemnts for the withdrawing of his  own can from GAS.? 
RAPID. He culled a conference of his unit oou&nders for 1900 h o w  
t h ~  t ntpht . 

34. about 1700 houra, three American fighter plenea came over, 
f l rr  directly over G4KFT @ D I D ,  and dropped a oeseafce on L'J. KSAIRA 
four end one-half feilee to tbe north of h i s  petition, and at the point 
whore  the fighting m a  going on between the Ihird Battalion and thÃ 
Geraana. F o r t t m ~ t e l y  the weaage~ dropped on the Anerlean Side. It 



Ã§& about 2000 hoar* before Colonel Drake got the Informtion it 
contained. It UR net understood how the airplanem d s s e d  G.'.Î ET 
BADID for thlÃ location was well known an) Identification panels 
Â¥er out. The ueesngc was long and the Gof ind ing  Officer of the 
Third Battalion had to decode and eicode it. (see Incl. -30. 1 for 
gist of the reaflage contained In second paragraph.) It m a  then 
forwarded t o  Colonel Drftke. Fortumtely the message d i d  not change 
any of the plans ~arcvloualy mde. Colonel DfBb was ordered t o  w i t h -  
draw that night under eowr of darkmeas. The route w e  left to hie 
dinumtion. He was further ordered t h n t  all m n  would go t o  SBEEIA 
and t h a t  he m a  to be certain that each c&n understood thit. The 
i 8s ) t^Ã added t h t  an air uabrella would be ?rovidd and nil 8 t p  

port possible would be rendered for the withdraw1.  These h t r w  
tiona were paawd on to the milt compandere, the w-ed were am- 
eembled; the mat seriously wourwlefi were placed i n  arbulanoec and 
the rest of the Ã§0vnAe were covared w i t h  o n m a  In the nma and 
left under suitable c-edlcal personnel w i t h  auppllc-e. .̂t 2200 home 
the withdrawl s tar t ed .  F i r s t  the troops fror, G T t T  RWI2 leaving 
&post# in poaitlon, followed by the Third Battalion in colmc~. 
The tima of a l l  vehlcle~ w slashed, i r a p i e t o s m d  mdio parts 
buried, all Â¥&chin PUB bolts Ã‘r hiddwn and ewrythin? dorr t o  
make toe abandonpd quiprent  u n i m i c o t b l e  *ithoot creating noise 
which vould give the withdrew! m y .  

35. Tha Third Battalion atartwd their mreh froc the i r  position 
thirty mlnutc~ before those from GISET H'Ãˆ.DID so as to close the 
distance between the unite. As the Third Battalion-van atteiapting t o  
croaa the open &a& b e t m  DJ. KSAIRA, a Gennn scont cftr ohal- 
l a w  them. One of our aoldiera tosaed a grenade into the scout a r  
which Ã§e I t o n  fh and burned it up. This did not w c e l h  the Qcraair 
as them wia a great deal of eonfuaion i n  the ftreff, shooting, etc. The 
wywÂ¥ftiT m a  not discovered. Colonel Drake lead the colinnn through a 
Gel-nan tank park and bivouac area w l t h o t r t ;  being apprehcaded. They 
mrohed all nlght covering Ictween 22 and 26 B i l e e  with only om mÃ  ̂
of a faw Bimiteu at e idnipht .  Efforta had been wde t o  pet through 
tar radio  to General *rd to find out where the rcnriexvous point was 
looftted. It vs perfectly obrioue that he could not mrch t o  C E E i A  
before dawn, 80 ha set ?L HAKIR, the only hiah p u O ^  between $BEIT-U 
and hie position, na the rendeivoue point, and hoped t h i t  help would 
bm there to met  him a t  t h r t  point. A t  dayling FL HhUIR could be 
aeen in front of ?.he column about a mile away. ( ~ w y  mntb later it 
was learned that tb 6th Armored Infantry Garrison hid been withdrawn 



 fro^ them the night before after the ordwa for the witbdranal 
had been elwn). 

36. The oolunn had beow Â¥o~svhu dimrganimd in imrohinf 
and at t h l Ã  point proper approach formtion ws W e n  up. Tfhen 
the retwdng m m  nt%euptec! to mwn tb rmd im t!m foot h i l l 8  
of EL HAKRA a eachim gun opened up on the right eolxum frem the 
hill6 as a G e m n  notoriaod ool- CAR* up the roftd. T b  enew 
atop-'ed and ctÃˆrte leaping  fro^ their trucks, *hila *way tanka 
ioBedletelJ bespin encircling the Amrim column. One b. S. 
plane flew owr a t  th is  point an3 opened firr on the cmlunm. Our 
BÃ§n w i t h  mrjrdJtiy morale, thought It was the prmitwi.air support, 
but It apo&rontly Â¥& a lorn night fighter a little late get t ing  
bade from its mIsolono 9- Geirann truck Ã§Ã hit nod set on fire. 
Colonel Drf.'ce icwdi'ztely deployed his elxed conwind em? o p e d  fire 
with the wenpoas that they had. By thie tire t?wm were about 400 
m n  in the coionnd and not eof than half of them -wrc nrwefl. 
Colonel Drab ~ k e d  for volxrotow of an officer and Â¥an t b  off iew 
t o  load the group of aen t o  a knoll in their refir aa thÃ G ^ m n  
Infantry Â¥& running to eirole t h e m .  P h t  LlfiutÃ§nna 'JIl lIBm 

. Rogu*8, Artillery Liai80n Officer of the 9bt A r a o r e d  Artillery, 
volunteered to lead the twlm Baa anrt urged them to follow hie. 
They gained the desired ground, a little knoll  in the deaert, and 
there they were able to hold the e r n e  off for about an hour. A t  
the termination of the hour Lt. Rogers and all of hie aon hnd been 
k i l l e d .  

The Ceroena b m y h t  up several tanks, all of t h e m  wlth yellow 
tigers pftlnted on their side8 and opened fire. ThÃ̂ alwt set up 
mchlne-gun poaiticma and aoppleamnt<Ã r̂ that with rifle f h .  lii1iilÃ 
they were doing this their infantry coÃ§pl~tÃ‡3 encircled the Â¥cal 
Amrlc~n force. After three sod om-half hours of Â £ Â ± g W  the 
American 'fire powr d5JÃˆiiila'b axid then pr~ctio~lly eonaed as thÃ 
Een WIW out of l u a ~ o n i - f c i ~ ~  Or bud becow c ~ 8 ~ l t h S .  Finally a 
Goria aracmd oar bearing A white flag came dashing into the KBBT- 
i w n  circle. Colonel I h w b  ordered his men t o  mve tbÃ oar RÃˆ~F 
When the cnr f i l led to reeipond bo then ordered his mn to fire 
the German car. of the fan began t o  fire, b*A others could 
not, ns they had no mirualtion and then they began yurrenderia. in 
swill grow.  Geraaa tanka cam in following that vehicle without 
any negotiations for surrender. The Qenans bed used the fiilte flag 
as subterfuge to eoxe inulde the circle of defenne without drawing 



fire. Their tadu o l d  in from a l l  direction* rotting Colowl 
Drake1# force into scall grape. T b  men who did not surrender 
i r e  killed by the Ger~ana. OiÃ taak e&oa toward Coloml Drake 
and a Gertin officer pointing a rifle a t  h h  sailed oat ,  *Colonel, 
yon surrender." The Colonel replied, Tou go to  hell,. and turned 
his back. He then walked away and two Germn soldiers with rifles 
followed him at  a distnnce of about f i f ty  yards. Colonel Drake 
was then stopped by a Germn t e jo r  who spoke good Xngllfth acd vaa 
aeked to get in the German î Jor's car where he was taken to G e m  
Uivisional Headquartere. Colonel Drake waa taken to Gemml SchrAdt, 
Group Com.iQder of the 10th and Z l s t  Panser Divisions at G e m n  
DiTlslo~l Hcadqunrtera where the Germn General lr~adiately cane 
f m r d  to see hie, drew up a t  attention,  saluted aa' said, *I want 
to co~pliaient your coisiaind for the splendid fight they put up. It 
m a  a hopeleas thing from the start, but they fought like mtl 
soldi~s.~~ He alno s t a t e d ,  "I cal led ry regiiMÃˆnta compander, who 
held you a t  GfiRET !iADID this marring, and aeked hlu. how the Amrica~8 
were". He replied that 'they wire alright; that he todnlt heard a 
sound fro= themt, and I find you back here. I am glad to have you 
for now I oan go on to fight ywir comr~deo a t  SSEITLA." The Geraan 

nder proaiaed Colonel Dwke that all the American voun3ed w o u l d  
be eared for nnd th-it he could IMTB Aaierlean mdionl peruonnel to 
properly look aftor  thee, but linaedlately upon Colonel Zmke laaxlug 
the field, the Americftn n-edical personnel was carrie~l off RÃ prisoner* 
and toe  A r i c n n  dead and wounded le f t  to the ramps of the Arabe 
who proceeded to lireiedintely  trip -tho dead m d  rounded and to beat 
insensible thow wounded who protested t o  the stripping of the ir  
clothes. The ~.noricsn prisoners were asse~blÃ§ in a group and tinder 
guard aarohed bnak that afternoon and night along the road to DJo 
Uf SOOM. Those Amerlc~ns who were Â¥lightl wounded or who beeam 
ill bemuse of fatigue, lack of food and water and could not keep up 
with the colnttn uere ruthleamu "bayonetted or shot* #any were walk- 
I- barefooted because the Arabs hid takan their shoes from then 
under the superrision of the G t ? r ~ Ã § r  80ldietrS. 

37. The statements of Lt. Colom1 Van Vllet and First Lt. ieoaehel 
are eAtached. to this report as i ~ c l o s w e s  Hoe 1 and Ko, 2, reapectlmly, 
which cover the highlifhta of the report. 

5. The m n  had been left t o  the systematic robbery of the  



Qermun aoldlera, and sow junior officers, for  a period of about 
an half hour. During t h i s  time pockets and kite Ã§Ã§ thoroughly 
searched, often a t  the point of the rifle or the bayonet presented 
at the unprotected belly, 7 h i l e  wtchea,  risfS, poeketbooka, pent 
and e l 1  valuables were ruthle~sly seised. They were then fonwd 
in a column of fours, officers m t  the head, ar.d started t o  the rear. 
Three -Sermn task* brought up the rear of the column, which vac 
flanked by nncd $pards, wilting t o  strike, bayonet or shoot, any 
who for any reason straggled. 

&. All day tber mrehed through dewrt miria with u~irÃ§l1eVB 
thirst almst unbearable. Colonel -9mk.e eppealed to the Genaan C ~ Ã ˆ  
lender in the name of COTBBD huw-nlty to give the mn a drink of 
water, but w e  met with the statement, *ite o w  haw enough for o w  
troops-.n (tear midnlpht they mrp finally halted for the remi-nlng 
houra of derk~ieea. l h e  van wre herded Into n circle in the open 
desert and there practically fr9w in the pierciw cold of the African 
night. 

3. A t  dawn, 18 FÃ§brmr 1943, trueke came, in which %he im 
wre pecked, and thw tmmporfced to SFAX where TSZ W?ST FOOD WfrS 
t^TT.V IV FITS DAY?! Black emduet bread w e  lsswd ther 8 1 0 ~ ~ 3  with 
mter, ea they were corralled into an opm w i r e d - l n  cocpoTOKl, roughly 
100 yards square, and flanked by towers w i t h  wchine funs in thee. Tho 
men burrowd into the ground for wrEth, aooopinq out the sand with 
their hands. No roans wh~tÃ§mve WEÃ provided for ordinary mnltation. 
Officers and men thrown in l i k e  pigs. 

2. The next day train* wre provided, 40 t o  60 fan in a llw 
Aock car built for eteht horses. The Riaery, equalor and aufferlng 
endured will retain fresh in their pensorie~. Two (ITS nnd one night 
were need t o  get- t o  SOUSPE whew the con were p~rltter! to get out for 
latrine purposes. Thirlny all th i e  t im no provieion hud been made 
for nen to Ã§newe t b  cnlle of mtum ns they were kept locked i n  tho 
cars in darknew. One day in the yard8 at SCT?SI; and then on t o  TUXIS 
nnder exactly the paw* condition? juat  described. 

e. At TUNIS they were turned over to the Inquisitors headed by 
a G e m n  called *Charleyn who at the 5.chool Housew amused nitsw3.f 'by 
stanping un iron ehod heel onto n eoldlera h t e p  or twiat i t tg  hit 
fiagera while bftokod up by laded and lm7otmttÃ§ rifl~e, all i n  Â¥ 
effort to obtain military informtion. Another mthod Ã ooftly eying 



a l i t t l m  t r ip  out in tba dark ud tha Â¥oldler* Â¥othÃ vonid ~emr 
Â¥ha beoaJBB of Irr darling boy. HOÃ‘TBT 8Charley*, although 

b tad llvmd in Amria, n s  very gullible and w moan 
a m l d w l y  writing down fantartie a t o r i Ã  that had no b u l s  of 
fact. 

f. FTOB TUITIS thm Ã‘ -re Â¥arohe t o  the Â¥irpar Ã§iÃ§ 
k i l o ~ t e r a  from the aityand tbre mat  of t h e m  were trtBeported 
by air in 3V 52'8 to I TALY .  Othera went by water. All ended up 
a t  CAPUA, a collecting wsp w h i a h  Â¥foo out am a m l a  level, 
The Ben alept on the ground, which Ã‡R dirty, Â¥m the nights wrÃ 
very U I y .  b trtomlla were provided rind the men p!roeund mmty 
tin uana froB & heap in thÃ eaap and with iaprovl~cd fpooir froa 
bumh wMeh m n t r l ~  proprtlmt@ dignity to t b  -mu of cab- 
bage Ã § a t  prorlded oiw daily. Two week6 of CAPUA and t b n  they 
were ready to Iftare for the regular prieon camps in GÃˆmn ami 
Polind. 

2 InclÃ§ 
1. Stutemxt of 

Van Vlelt 
2. S t R t e ~ B t  of 

Kcmabe1 



1. Co~~lidated p ~ l t l ~ n  of Third BÃ îtt*lAo OB DJ KSAIHA on 
13 FÃ§brÃ§ 1943. Go~plvted pUw on Uth, Last ration for om 
day arriwd early Borning honn 13th. GwasaaS.oftt10n by telephone 
lasted until 2020 hum, 16 February. 



Ã§ftÃ t e  -. Dvriaf -at in dark evr dixtaoo* of 
26 BUeÃ tbÃ tattallon I m a m  divided Into four grotpa boildo* t h m  
platoon of Lt. Hatabett*~ Ã§hie f o l l d  in m u .  

5. A b o u t  0730 hour*, Ã§Ã d̂2iÃ§Ã§ 17 Febmmry, beeaxe engaged 
with ern-. Tbm a d  of lmavy firlmg am from &hMd of us which 
I thoogh was the Rcglmnt*! Group. Sow Â¥Â¥a cult* of Second 
Battalion hÃ§ bÃ§Ã§o alxed among Â¥ ma. OrgaBisÃ§tio was praeti- 
tally gem, doa to lack of food, -tor and extreu fatlgue. A i  
munition Â¥X wry eoarc*. tony XI rlflÃˆ -re j8-d and would not 
function. After Ã had been ezpooed to their fire for BOBB tiw I 
aaw it 888 hopeleon and put my white h&ndlcTohIef of a stick end 
wed I t  - tbst was that: 

6. The mad of Lt. Colonel Van Vlht ' 8  Â¥tatexeu to Ooloiwl 
Draice. Later he Bade the saw stnto~mt to Colonel Drake in prenaÃ§ 
of that Third Battalion's ExÃ§<nxti Officer, Major Emnuel B. 
Roburtoon. 

I owtLfy tb abof iÃ a tros statemtnt mdo froÃ tbe notes I 
took d m  a t  the tlna it m a  mde to ma. 



STOJECT; tMaf of S t a t e ~ n t  of Fir& Lt. BdÃ§u P. Bwchel, BÃ§gi 
am- Comnloatioaa Officer, 168th Inf&ntry. (TO 
~ e e o ~ p Ã § o  bport on Operatiom of 168th Infantry 
betwen 24 Dewbor 1942 ami 17 r 1943) 

1. Sunday Â¥orninf 3.4 F e b m y ,  1943, Ã‘iataiBÃ dirÃˆo 
m o a t i o n  with GoEbat Conmcl "A* catll t h y  Â¥m* forowl out 
of SIDI BOO ZID - radio contact, bat no traffic. Call Ã§u from 
CÃ§rix& GoÃ‘Ã‘ "A" about 06-30 QOm to cat 8 l l  UnÃ te DJ. LBSSOTOA. 
rood junction that eneny taiAa were coning In their direction. 
kwr heard froa the two  linemn aftÃ‡?raai'd6 

2. About 0800 houre I heard Colonel Drake talking owr t h e  
telephoa* to General U o w l l i n  that Artillery Ã§Â flMing the bÃ§ttl 
f i e l d  in panic, and that he, Colonel Drake, Ã ‘  mtching one battery 
at the the. Apparently tberm m e  aoa* contro~wy as Colonel Drake 
 id, *I know what I ' m  talking about. I know pftnla wban I we It8. 
I then henrd Colonel Drain r<-t after him that he mas to taka ebuf 
of thÃ eltwtion and the c o ~ a n d  of a l l  troopt i n  t?.m area. GolOd.  
DrÃ§3c then mat word to Captain Uilld- on, Goapeny X, t o  giv &ill*- 
protection. The Uiw had bean torn out by tlÃ flÃ§~eln artillery 60 

t w o  ms~ngars wre started out, but about five mlnutas later t h e  linÃ 
Ã§Ã repaired and the message cleared. ?ha Third Battalion lines went 
out at the SABB tire, bat were Boon TwJLrÃ d̂ 

3. About 0030 honn 11-1 Una, ExÃˆeut i  Officer, 168th 

B*adqu&rtors mt pulling out. Ho aakad t& G Ã §  to talk to C o l o i r l  
Drake who HAS forward observing the fighting at  D3. LESSOUDA ntd the 
action of the artillery. VbÃˆ Coloxml Drake cam to the tÃ§lÃ§pho tb 
Urn Ã dead and I heard Lt. Colonel Line =peat to Colonel 'Drake that 
Combat Coroand "A 9- HÃˆÃ§dqtmrte v i a  pulling out and that Colonel Drab  
Ã§& to stay dme be ma.  E f f o r t e  to oontnct  Conbat C-nd Â¥A Head- 
qoRrtÃ‡~ Ã§er fruitiest, ao I sent a l l n e ~ a n  to Cortmt Cowand ..Am CP, 
where he found a demd end. Millie he m u  there rn atnff  offioer of 
General lio-oillin's cane back to the seem and xued t b  linenan's hlÃ§ 
phone to call Colonel ,)rÃˆke Shortly a f t e r  t h i s  thr> entire CP warn 
alerted t o  IBOTO in either direction, to either go forward in attack or 
withdraw* 

4. Soae tixe before noon Colonel Drake mnt an order to C a w  



UilMnson to move Conpaw E to CARET HADID and o h o r t u  after thie tir 
GP -8 Bcrmd f w d  to GAHET HADID. By thie tin Gem tanks wrÃ 
behind us and had ooouplad SIDI BOU ZID. A l l  trftMpartntiou around 
the GP, the Cancon Company, 39th Infantry, the AT Coapeny and the 
PÃ§giumtA Medical Section m a  m d  forward to GAFB HADID. After 
getting thftre, shortly before noon, I reoeivd radio masaga frcm 
Hendqtmrters First fraored Division that the SO1 had been eo~proBind 
nrvi not t o  use it. Awing the afternoon numerous air targets Ã§er 
eent back, but none acted on. LntÃ that evening during one of the 
attacks on us, three Gercan tÃ§Bk peoatrÃ§fe out CP position miuing 
coneMerable d m g e ,  but they were f o r d  bade. A Gemn Infantry 
attack m e  cade on the left flank and every ran, including ressengers, 
ITQB sent oat to repulie it. 

5. In tba Â¥o>rnin of 15 February a masage Â¥a radioed by 
Colonel Drake to Armored DiTieion Headquarters - "Hem are isoom end 
ffatera?" The reply was, * u s  look good for Koore and Pateran, 
(refemlug to  Lt. Colonel gatera, First h r 8 d  DiTicio~ and Major 
Noon*., Gomaandl~g O f f i c e r ,  Seeom3 Battalion, at  D J o  =SOUPA). 
(ffe later learmd Rater8 bad been koooked out and eft#& about 1500 
hours tho day before and bore hadn't been heard from). Targets, 
gun poaitlona, 88*a, enemy troops and ooneÃ§ntration of ~ahlclec 
by radio t o  First Armred Divi~ion Headquarters throughout the day. 
Rurino late evening another tank attack mdo by Qeruoa on our posi- 
tion, it too,/TO^ulw" though tanks again ever ran our position as 
far aa the ^Po 3efore this a mesaage w reoeiTed. *Help on way - 
be prepared to c l b b  on Band wagon and take a rideow About 1630 houri 
a heavy tank: battle began jxut wmt of SIDX BOU ZID. AB it been- dark 
I could eec 23 firex from burning tam. 

6. M a y ,  16 February, 0830 hour* inquiry froÃ F%mt Anofd 
Divician, *Have you seen anything of Steak or evidence of tank buttie 
last night?" Evidence of tank battle m s  lent back with word that 
nothing hnd bean heard  fro^ :.tack. Usual air Urgeta were reported 
throughout morning. By thic  t i ~ e  considerable nu~bera of German troop 
Â¥er between ua and the Third Battalion. A t  UGO h o l y  radio reusage 
from First Amoped Bivislon t o  Colonel Dratai. #Up to your deoimion. 
A i r  coverage nnd such counter action aÃ possible w i l l  be givena, signed 
W f t r d .  Hcpemted calla wore s e n t  by Colonel >rake t o  SÃˆnera Z a r d  aakinf 
for r e n d e ~ o u s .  This VLS ~ e n t  three or four t i m e .  F i n i l l y  aessape CAM 

to be on lookout for plane to drop waago. Panels ware placed out for 
the pla ir i .  A t  I430 hours a message From Colonel D r a i n  to Lt. Colonel 



Tan Vliet war rewired etÃˆting "HOT soon could you get out an) join 
us at WRST SADIST Be prepared for withdrawal, but w&ke BO Â¥ofma 
Ã§xcÃ§ on my order.* The r~ply wr *Hot by daylight .a About this 
time n i x  African planets eaee ow?, flying wry low, dimregarded our 
Roadquarters pdmla, continued on to JJ. KSAIRA and dropped thÃ 
masftge. Part of PJ. KSAIM warn in enewy hand* co Ã Â¥er fortwoftt* 
t h e  manam fe l l  In Menrlly handa, o w n  though it wr 43 Ciilem away. 

7. A b o u t  17.45 h o w  remi-d by radio fro% the Third Battalion 
the contents of the dropped wasage. ( A t  noon t i a t  day a l l  telephone 
c o a ' i ~ ~ ~ i o a t i o n  had been iatcmrpted by ~ < * n w ~ . )  At 1815 hour8 a l l  
consvinders ere called topther and by then emufh of the masage hftd 
been decoded to give randez~ow. A t  1830 hour* Van route of m c h  m a  
giwn a d  order of march, ftparttire t o  take place at 2200 hours. A t  
t h ~ t  tice ~essige mu giwn t o  m for Lt Coloael Van Vliet, with orders 
not to t r a n s ~ t t  a t  that tire. A t  1915 howa release m a  given t o  the 
eeseage ih lch  cowred the actions of the Third Battalion on wlthdraw~l, 
alt^wcgh they had been alertad for saw a t  U30 h o m e  Radio went  out 
at th i s  t lm and KO iaeaangae could ? n ~  sent or reoelved. This Â¥a elmlya 
true i n  AFRICA, the radio would die out as the aun went down aad ooxe in. 
clear the next m a g  with the r is ing  sna. 

8. i'j mdlo sergcnnt, BarneÃ§ WRÃ on the radio set and heard 
m~mrcl inen of the ?lst Feconmiseana Battalion planning on deaÃ§rtln 
that d p h t  nnd attesrpt o the w r .  T h i s  Ã§a bfom any Inforaa- 
tlon was eiwn out about sible withdrawal. This information Ã§a 
w i t t e r ,  out on a wemm sod sent to Colonel Lrf-ke. Throughout 
the day mny grof f~  of- OB the v a r l o u  unite attached to ue had 
laft t h e i r  firing positions *n& would COBIB undering imck nnder thÃ 
pretext of looking for their officers. In a l l  ca~aes Colonel Crftke sent 
then buok t o  t h e  firing line and I heard hia give Lt. Bolten (In charge 
of J r m d  Se&mte~l  and) orders t o  atop n i l  fen and mnd them hack, and 
to ahoot any w h o  refused to return to hlÃ position. 

9. Laft at 2200 hours - R guide, Lieutftmnt from ^let .beonnal- 
emnee Battalion, 1d the m y  as point, but wan not  wan after he atartad, 

I certify t b  above l a  8 true a t a t e e n t  mde from the notes I 
took down at the tiae it was wde "to re. 





October 1944. 




