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Courage to Stand Up for Germany.  
For European Diversity 

English summary of the party programme of the Alternative für Deutschland (“Alternative 
for Germany”) (AfD) for the election to the European Parliament on 25 May 20141 
(Approved by the national party convention on 22 March 2014) 

 

I Preamble: The AfD strives for an EU of sovereign states supporting human rights, 
democracy, the values of the Christian West, selective integration, subsidiarity, 
competition, and the rule of law. It is against excessive EU centralism, bureaucracy, 
dirigisme and a common currency that leads to rescuing incompetent banks, to 
frustrated jobless young people and to minimal pensions. 

 
II The EU is threatened by the single currency euro: Presently, committees lacking 

adequate democratic legitimacy issue regulations with the status of law and establish 
institutions that lack any kind of parliamentary control. The EU has never been as 
internally torn apart as it is today. 

II.I Euro currency union and state debt crisis: Basic principles like subsidiarity, the ban 
on liability for the fiscal policies of other euro states, competitiveness among nations, 
the independence of the European Central Bank (ECB) and the rule of law have been 
violated. 

II.I.I The single currency euro has led to disaster: Having only one uniform fiscal policy 
for all member states overvalues the euro in some states and undervalues it in others, 
to the detriment of their economies. Although this policy is oriented toward the crisis 
states it has not produced satisfactory results there and weakens the financial strength 
of the states who are supposed to finance it. 

II.I.2 For a more flexible monetary regime: The AfD urges a well-planned and orderly exit 
from the single currency euro or a complete reorganization of its currency policy so that 
currencies can adapt to different economies. State options should include the right to 
leave the euro zone, or the establishment of a smaller monetary system based on the 
Maastricht treaty and the pre-1998 European monetary system.  

II.I.3 Stability union rather than joint debt liability: Member states should again be 
responsible for their own financial policies. The ECB should regain its independence 
and return to its original purpose of maintaining price stability. The AfD rejects liability 
for debts incurred by other states, euro bonds, and national debt financing by the ECB 
and makes specific proposals for achieving these goals. 

II.2 Bank crisis and bank regulation 

II.2.1 No joint liability for bank indebtedness: The AfD rejects a European bank union and 
calls for renationalization of efforts to stabilize the bank sector. Joint liability is not in 
accord with the differing risk structures in the countries involved. So-called banks with 
systemic relevance are to be split up into smaller units, and there must be a separation 
between investment and commercial banking, with specified set-off conditions. 

II.2.2 More stringent capital resource and liability regulations for banks: Banks that risk 
and lose their equity capital have to be closed. Banks, hedge funds and shadow banks 
must have an equity ratio of at least 25%, including a realistic risk buffer for government 

                                                
1 This text is an English summary of the core ideas of the AfD’s Europe Programme. An English 
translation of the entire text is available at http://afd-berlin.eu/wp/. The complete, officially approved 
German text is available at https://www.alternativefuer.de under ‘Europaprogramm’. 
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bonds. Bonuses for bankers are only to be paid out after a waiting period and if 
management decisions did not cause losses. Banks are to be recapitalized with their 
own resources, excluding assets in low-interest savings accounts and giro accounts. 

 

III. For more democracy and against EU centralism: Especially citizens in the highly 
indebted countries of the euro zone suffer from the democracy deficit caused by the 
euro rescue measures and the accompanying lack of autonomy. Brussels is caught in 
the quagmire of a self-created, highly complex bureaucracy. 

III.1 Return to subsidiarity: The distribution of authority between the EU and the member 
states must be re-assessed. Because of historically inherent national differences, 
national states must have the right to veto for their countries particular measures 
proposed by EU organs, and to make their own decisions reflecting social and moral 
values. It must be possible for infringements of the subsidiarity principle to be brought 
before a future independent Subsidiarity Court  

III.2 More democracy, more public involvement: Member states must be given the right 
to veto EU decisions that selectively impose financial burdens on them against their 
will, and the right to veto for their country the implementation of EU legislation 
inappropriate for their situation. They must have the right to decide important EU 
decisions by popular referendum. 

III.3 Less bureaucracy, lower costs for member states: Unjustified EU privileges and 
structures are to be reduced, including the duplicate parliamentary seats in Brussels 
and Strasbourg, the number of EU commissioners and civil servants, and their tax 
advantages. 

III.4 First consolidation, then expansion: EU accession negotiations with Turkey are to be 
stopped. The addition of additional countries requires their fulfilment of all entry criteria. 

III.5 Joint foreign and security policy: Joint pursuit of common interests and Nato 
membership are in the interest of the member states, but not a European minister of 
defence or a European army. Police, military and secret services must remain national 
responsibilities. 

 
IV. For a competitive and social EU:  

Economic and social policies must be sustainable. 

IV.1 For more effective economic and competition policies: Monopolies must be 
restricted to essential core services. Market access barriers must be eliminated. An 
independent European competition authority should be established. 

IV.2 No free trade agreement to Europe’s disadvantage: Free trade agreements must not 
reduce consumer and environmental protection, legal certainty, social standards or 
cultural policy. 

IV.3 Labour market and social policies must be made at the local level: Foreign workers 
must be paid like domestic workers and be subject to the same regulations. Low-paid 
workers must have reliable social protection. A nationwide minimum wage should not 
endanger job access for the most needy. Wage dumping and the misuse of subcontracted 
work must be prevented. A European unemployment insurance is rejected as an 
unacceptable solution for the weaknesses of the EU monetary union. Inflexible labour  
laws in the crisis countries must be liberalized to open the job market to young people. 

IV.4 Humane policies on immigration and asylum: Immigration to gain free access to the 
German social systems must be prevented. The provision of unearned income should 
not make the search for a paid job unattractive. The misuse of fictitious self-
employment should be combatted. The re-entry of deported foreigners must be 
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prevented. Foreign children must be living in Germany to receive child allowances. The 
external borders of the EU must be monitored to prevent uncontrolled immigration into 
EU countries. An immigration policy must take national interests into account. 
Humanitarian aid to war refugees should be provided as close to their homes as 
possible. The obligations of the asylum policy should be fairly shared and not unduly 
burden the peripheral EU states. Asylum seekers are to have the right to work. Refugee 
smuggling bands are to be opposed with more vigour. 

IV.5 Educational policy for a generation of Europeans: Traditional German diploma, 
state examinations and masters’ study courses should be reinstituted. There should not 
be a politically mandated proportion of university graduates in the EU. The Erasmus 
programme should be expanded and the mobility of students, trainees and young 
employees encouraged. The successful German dual training approach should be 
retained and introduced in other European countries. Official recognition throughout the 
EU of comparable education and training qualifications should be improved. 

IV.6 Research and development take place in the member states: Some 3% of the 
Germany’s GDP should be expended on research and development. There is no need 
for a Europe-wide research policy nor for an EU research commissioner 

IV.7 No EU-mandated gender equality policy: The AfD rejects gender mainstreaming and 
any EU efforts to force such a policy on the member states. Jobs must be filled based 
on qualifications, not on sex. Handicapped citizens should receive preferential job 
treatment, given equal qualifications. 

IV.8 Decentral public health policy: Harmonisation policies must be limited to cross border 
health risks. The EU “Together for Health” Strategy must be rejected. Performance-
related payments must be introduced in the health professions. 

IV.9 Energy supply and environmental protection: Safety regulations and emissions 
limits must be harmonised based on the state of the art. The AfD rejects the permanent 
subsidy of any kind of energy generation. Unilateral national and European action 
relating to CO2 emissions is rejected. The Renewable Energy Act must be abolished, 
owners of outdated plants must be lawfully compensated, and guaranteed payments 
for selected power plants must be stopped. European regulation is only acceptable if 
and where it has advantages over national regulation. 

IV.10 Regional agriculture in a European market: The EU Common Agricultural Policy 
subsidies must be significantly reduced. Non-competitive small-scale farmers can be 
compensated for their activities furthering environmental protection or preserving rural 
infrastructure. Efficient animal and plant production must not endanger human health. 
EU licencing of genetically-modified agricultural products is rejected. Foreign trade 
protection is to be cut back to increase economic opportunities for developing 
countries. 

IV.11 Infrastructure policy and networking: How public utility services are to be provided to 
consumers must be a local, not an EU decision, as is the method for dealing with local 
air traffic burdens like pollution. The AfD supports the Single European Sky project. All 
EU-financed infrastructure projects are to be monitored by the European Court of 
Auditors. The AfD rejects road tolls in Europe. Member states must allow the provision 
of passenger and freight rail transport services by suppliers in other EU countries.  

IV.12 Safeguarding data in a global digital society: The mass transfer of data on European 
citizens to other countries is to be stopped, as are all efforts to replace the use of cash 
with exclusively electronic payment systems. Tighter liability regulations, time limits on 
the storage of personal data, and data protection regulations are to be instituted. 

 

V. Courage to Stand Up for Germany!: Europe’s future is being sacrificed to an euro 
rescue policy that has proven its ineffectiveness! The AfD offers an alternative. 


