Complimentary %

Dhul-Qi'dah 1434 Hijir f#/#14344F11 ] September 2013

2 Newsletter

Editorial Team: Haji M.A.Khan Imam Uthman Yang
Haji R-M. Omar Ms. Roxanne Yu  Hajia Basmah Lok

Please show due respect for this publication
as it contains excerpts from the Holy Qur’an.

Address: Masjid Ammar & O.R.Sadick Islamic
Centre, 40 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
E-mail:  roxanneyu@iuhk.org
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Eid-ul-Fitr fell on 9 August 2013 marking the
end of the holy month of Ramadhan.

Special Eid prayers were conducted in all the
mosques, Madrassahs in Hong Kong. As the
festival fell on the same day as Jumah, many
people took a one-day holiday. Thousands of
Indonesian domestic helpers working in Hong
Kong were no exception. Many of them
requested permissions from their employers to
take leave to perform special prayers in various
public locations in Hong Kong, Kowloon even
in the New Territories. In Sha Tin Park, the

Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the Union)
assisted one of the Indonesian organisations,
Pondok Fatimah, to make arrangement for the
park to be used for prayer service.

Nearly 2,000 sisters packed the park to attend
the early morning prayer session which was led
by Professor U-ddin, a visiting Indonesian
scholar who was doing da’wah training in
Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre
in Wanchai.
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The Union
Organised Iftar I U

during Ramadhan

Iftar at 5/F Canteen

The Union, as in previous years, organised ‘Iftar’ |
meals to brothers and sisters who were fasting during
the holy month of Ramadhan.

The Iftar was held on the 5th Floor Islamic Centre
Canteen at the Masjid Ammar & Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre every night during the holy
month.

The meals prepared by cooks of the Canteen and the
food were offered free from the management of the
Canteen under the contract signed with the Union.

The Iftar meals consisted of dates, fruits and fried
snacks. After Magrib prayers, a meal of curry rice or
non-curry item were served. The distribution was
manned by volunteers from the Union’s Welfare
Committee.

This year an average of about 200 brothers and sisters
attended the Iftar during weekdays but the number
jumped up to about 800 to 1,000 people in the week-
ends.

Bro. A.R. Suffiad giving a speech before Iftar
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Hosted ftar | ‘inner

The Union’s General Council
hosted an “Iftar” dinner reception
for diplomats of Muslim countries
based in Hong Kong, leading SAR
government officials and leaders
of the local Muslim organisations.

Among the dignitaries attended the
reception were Mr. Guo Heng Bin,
Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in the Hong
Kong SAR, Hong Kong Commis-
sioner of Police, Mr. Andy Tsang
Wai Hung, the Commissioner of
Correctional Service, Mr Sin Yat
Kin, representatives from the
Immigration Department, and

various local Muslim organisa-
tions.

The annual event is to develop
closer contacts between the
Islamic Union and the govern-
ment, Consulate of Muslim
countries and local Muslim
organisations.

The Chairman of the Islamic
Union Bro. A.R. Suffiad in
welcoming the guests to Masjid
Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic
Centre said Hong Kong people
enjoy the stability and freedom to
practice their religions.

Mr. Guo Heng Bin (DG of LOCPG’s Coordination
Department) and Mr. Sin Yat Kin (Commissioner
of Correctional Services Department)

Mr. Li Ming, Mr. Nassar Al-Mansour, HE Mr. Abdulaziz
Ghurman M. Al Amri, HE Mohamed Fahmy, HE
Mohammad Sarwar Mahmood and Haji Karamdin

Mr. Erdal Bahadir (VC of Turkey), Mr.Muhammad Hatta Bin Mhd Isa
(Consul of Malaysia) and Mr. Ali Mawaz Malik (Consul of Pakistan)

-F"\-n.-_ F
o e "

HE Kamilah Hanifah (CG of
Brunei) and her husband

HE Mr. Hammad G.M. Al-Rowaily
(CG of Saudi Arabia)
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Secretary for Home Aflairs
Visited IU
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Bro. A.R. Suffiad introducing work of the Union to Mr. Tsang Tak Sing

The Hon. Tsang Tak Sing, Secretary
for Home Affairs of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region, was
briefed on charity work undertaken by
the the Union on his recent visit to
Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick
Islamic Centre.

The General Council of the Union,
who invited Mr. Tsang, also raised the
issue of the scarcity of land for burial
of Muslims in Hong Kong during
wide-ranging discussions.

The Secretary for Home Affairs was
accompanied by his assistant Mr.
Kesson Lee. They arrived at Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre on 20 July where he
was received by Bro. A.R. Suffiad,
Chairman of the Union, Haji Saeed
Uddin, the Union’s Vice-Chairman
and Council members of the Union.

They then proceeded to the Confer-
ence Room on the 7th floor where they
were introduced to other members of
the General Council and to Imam
Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief Imam

of Masjid Ammar.

Bro. Suffiad welcomed Mr. Tsang and
briefed him on the work of the Union
and in particular its charitable work
being carried out in China, Hong Kong
and other parts of the world. Mr. Tsang
thanked Bro. Suffiad for the invitation
and was impressed by the work of the
Union.

Issues concerning the Muslim commu-
nity including welfare and the Sheung
Shui Mosque project were also
discussed. Bro. Saeed Uddin, who is
also Chairman of the Incorporated
Trustee of the Islamic Community
Fund of Hong Kong raised the subject
of land for burial of Muslims in Hong
Kong and thanked Mr. Tsang for his
efforts on the Sheung Shui Mosque
and other projects.

At the end of the discussion, Bro.
Suffiad accompanied Mr. Tsang a tour
of the building and saw a group of
sisters making arrangements for Iftar
as it was the holy month of Ramadan.

The Wisdom
In Islam

The dialogue below is between a
Bedouin and the Prophet Mohammed
(P.B.U.H.).

-I"d like to be the most honorable man.
If you do not complain to any fellow
creature, you will be the most honor-
able of men.

-I"d like to be the strongest of men.

If you put your trust in Allah, you will
be the strongest of men.

-I"d like to enlarge my provision.

If you keep yourself pure, Allah will
enlarge your provision.
-I"d like to be loved by Allah and His
messenger.
If you love what Allah and His messen-
ger, you will be among their beloved
ones.
-1 wish to be safe from Allah’s wrath on
the Day of Judgement.
If you do not lose your temper with any
of your fellow creatures, you will be
safe from the wrath of Allah on the
Day of Judgment.

-What will save me from sins?
Tears, humility and illness.

-What are the best deeds in the eyes of

Allah?

Gentle
patience.

-What are the worst evils in the eyes of

Allah?
Hot temper and miserliness.

-What assuages the wrath of Allah in
this life and in the Hereafter?
Concealed charity and kindness to
relatives.

-What extinguishes hell’s fires on the

Day of Judgment?
Patience in adversity and misfortunes.

manners, modesty and

“ I have never heard a tradition more
comprehensive of the beauties of
religion, and more beneficial than this
hadith. It collects all the good things of
Islam.” (Related by Imam Ibn Hambal).

(The End)
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Chinese Delegation Visited
Masjid Ammar

Chinese Delegation led by Professor Ma Jianzhao (front row, first from the left) and
Mr. Zhang Fang (front row, second from the right)

A five-strong delegation from
China, accompaied by two high-
ranking government officials, was
briefed on the work undertaken by
the Muslim Community in Hong
Kong.

The mainland party from the
Guangdong Institute of Ethnic
and Religious Studies met mem-
bers of the Incorporated Trustees
of the Islamic Community Fund
(the Trustees) on 24 July 2013.

Led by Professor Ma Jianzhao,
President of the Guangdong Insti-
tute of Ethnic and Religious Stud-
ies, the delegation included Mr.
Zhang Fang, Deputy Director-

General of the Liaison Office of
the Central People’s Government
in the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istration Region (LOCPG) coor-
dination department.

Arriving in the afternoon, the
delegation was received by Haji
Saeed Uddin, Chairman of the
Trustees and Bro. Zohair Tyeb-
khan, Hon. Secretary of the Trus-
tees.

The visitors were extensively
briefed on the work of the Trus-
tees at a meeting held in the
Conference Room of Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre.

IU Organises Hajj

As in previous years, Da’wah Committee of the Union

organises Hajj this year.

The group will be led by Haji Abdul Muhaemin Karim. A
total of 19 brothers and sisters, most of whom are Indone-
sian, have registered and will perform Hajj.

The group will leave on 7 October, and will return to Hong

Kong on 25 October.

DU AA

for seeking wealth and health

Arabic

Ly 8 L b el ul ) 4l
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Pronunciation

Allahumma inni as-aluka farajan qareeba,
wa nasran azeeza,

wa sabra jameela,

wa fathan mubeena,

wa ilman katheeran nafi’a,

wa rizqan wasi’an mubaraka,

fi ‘afiatin bila balaa’.

English

O Allah! I beseech You immediate assistance,
triumph,

never worn out of patience,

signal victory,

useful knowledge,

unbounded wealth,

and good health.

Chinese
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Cambridge Mosque Project

The city of Cambridge — a University
city — contains a secret which is not
widely known: its colleges, businesses
and houses are home to an increasing
number of Muslims.

Despite the non-Islamic environment
in which they live, the Muslims of
Cambridge practice their religion and
manage to observe obligatory prayers in
a variety of places in the city’s suburbs.
Some say their prayers in rented halls,
others in a college or a hospital setting,
or in a variety of places which have not
been designated for worship.

The Muslims of Cambridge do
possess a mosque, created from a
former storehouse, but this mosque has
become too small for its congregation,
obliging worshippers in all seasons to
pray in corridors and on the street
outside the building. The scenario has
led to many complaints from neigh-
bours, some of which have been
reported in the news media.

Given this situation and in the light of
the increase in the number of Muslims,
there is a need for a mosque not only
large enough to accommodate this
congregation but also to provide a
showcase for Islam and its civilization
in this renowned city of learning and
science.

There are approximately 1,000
Muslim students and faculty members
in Cambridge. To this number must be

¥ m.}J-'-\..'

Plan of Cambridge Mosque

added the students at private English
language schools, together with Cam-
bridge residents who work in research,
IT development, restaurants, or in a
range of other careers. Government
statistics indicate that the number of
Muslims in the area may be approxi-
mately 6,000 hailing from a range of
national backgrounds: Arab, Turkish,
African, Bangladeshi and Bosnian,
together with a growing number of new
Muslims.

The project design incorporates a
mosque for 1,000 worshippers (700
male and 300 female), equipped with
ablution facilities. There will be an
underground car park with 82 spaces, a

restaurant, a créche, a children’s
Qur’anic school, a lecture hall, a mortu-
ary, an office / library, two three-
bedroom flats for staff, rooms for
women'’s activities and other spaces.

In April 2008, the Muslim Academic
Trust, which is the charitable body
responsible for this project, purchased a
plot of land at a cost of GBP 4 million,
at 309-313 Mill Road. On 1 May 2013,
the Cambridge City Council issued
formal planning construction of the
facility. The construction cost is
estimated at 18 million sterling pounds.
The Trust has so far raised about 5
million sterling pounds leaving a short-
fall of 13 million sterling pounds
excluding another 2 million sterling
pounds for setting up a fund to generate
income to meet recurrent maintenance
expenses.

Brothers and sisters who wish to
donate towards this project may do so
by cash at the General Office of the
Union on the 7th floor of No.40, Oi
Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.

Alternatively, donations may also be
made by sending a crossed cheque
made out to the “Islamic Union of Hong
Kong” marked “Cambridge Mosque”
on the reverse and mailing it to the
address mentioned above.

A receipt will gratefully be issued for
all donations received.
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A New Mosque in Kowloon

Groundbreaking ceremony

Alhumdullilah! The Muslim commu-
nity in Hong Kong will soon have one

more mosque in which to worship
Allah (SWT).

Situated in a busy part of Kowloon, the

Ibrahim Mosque will be built on a 489
sq.m piece of land leased from the
government.

In March 2011 a group of dedicated
Muslims approached government for
land on which to build a mosque. A
piece of land with an area of 253 sq.m.
was offered but only for one year. This
offer was not accepted and a site at Hoi
Wan Road was later identified.

Following lengthy negotiations, the
Lands Department on 20 September
2012 approved the application and the
site. was handed over to the United
Welfare Union Hong Kong on 1 Febru-

ary 2013 on a two year tenancy.

Construction work on the building,
approval for which was given only in
July 2013, has commenced and is
expected to take about 3 months to
complete. Hopefully the mosque will
be ready for use in September 2013.
The cost for the project is estimated at
$3m, and so far, $1.3m have been
raised, leaving a shortfall of $1.7m.

Apart from the prayer hall, which can
accommodate about 350 worshippers,
other facilities will include an ablution
room, a pantry, a conference room and
an office for the Imam.

The 4th Martial Arts Course

The ever popular ‘Martial Arts’ class
has been resumed in September 2013.
The class has attracted nearly 100
Muslims brothers and sisters from
different nationalities since it was

Ramadhan Arts & Craft

for Children

The Union organised a special two-day
arts and craft programme for children
during the month of Ramadhan.

The programme was conducted by
both Sis. Mimi Jamilah and Sis.
Thameena Chung.

The programme included a cartoon
film on Ramadhan, handicraft and
drawing related to the holy month.

started two years ago by the Sports and
Recreation Committee of the Union.

Under the supervision of a qualified
Muslim instructor, Haji Hakim Ha,

there will be 12 lessons and it will be
held on the 8 floor open patio at the
O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre every
Sunday starting 2:30 pm.
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Malaysian Students Visited the Union

A group of students from Malaysia
visited the Union in July.

The 13 youngsters who were here on
an official tour sponsored by Univer-
sity Teknologi Petronas, called on the
Union in Masjid Ammar and Osman
Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre.

Led by Professor Farah Abdul Hishan,
they arrived at the Centre on the morn-
ing of 6 July, and were warmly
received by Haji Kasim Ma, Chairman
of the Union’s Da’wah Committee and
by Haji Nasser El-Morshidy, Chair-
man of the Union’s Publication and
Publicity Committee.

Students from Malaysia

Views were exchanged on methods of
da’wah. The students were briefed on
the work of the Union and during the
course of the discussion, showed keen
interest on the recently concluded
workshop on “Awareness Through

Mosque Tours”. They expressed the

hope that a one-day workshop of this
kind could be organised for them in
Hong Kong in future.

At the end of the discussion, souvenirs
were exchanged after which the
students were taken on a tour of the
building followed by lunch at the
Islamic Centre Canteen.

The following day, the group went to
Macau where they visited the Macau
Mosque and attended a religious func-
tion which was being held there.

The students returned to Malaysia on 8
July.

IU sponsored Summer Course on Islam
in Shandong Province, China

The Union has sponsored a
mosque in Shandong Province in
East China to organise a summer
course on Islam for children.

More than 50 boys and girls aged
between 6 and 15 years attended the
month-long course.

The class started from
morning at 8§ am every day
until  afternoon  for
Zuhar prayer. Aftar
lunch, which is
consisted of meat,

vegetables  and

buns, the class

resumed until 4:30 pm.

The subjects taught by Imams and
volunteers of the mosque included
basic Quranic knowledge, Shahadah,
Hadith and prayers.

After completion of the course,
each child received a souvenir from
their tutors and Imams.

The sponsorship money was from
the Mohammed Hussain Khan and
Usaf Khan Charitable Trust Fund,
which is managed by the Union.

Students having class
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Fatihah for Our Benefactors

Bro.Rashid Nomani reciting the Qur’an

The Islamic Union of Hong
Kong(the Union) recently held a
religious function in memory of its
main benefactor Haji Osman Ramju
Sadick and for all those who have
returned to Allah(SWT), where the
importance of “Gratitude in Islam” was
stressed.

After recitations from the Holy
Quran, the audience of more than 150
people heard the importance of saying
“I am sorry” and “thank you” in a talk
presented by Bro. Ibrahim Wael.

The function began with recitation of
verses from the Holy Quran by Imam
Sulaiman Wang. This was followed by
recitation of Surah el Yasin by Hafiz
Furgan-ur-Rehman, son of Hafiz Atiq-
ur-Rehman Quran teacher in Masjid
Ammar, after which Hafiz Rashid
Nomani recited versus from the Holy
Quran.

Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief
Imam of Masjid Ammar, recited Surah
el Fatihah and said a Dua for Haji
Osman Ramju Sadick and for all those
who have returned to Allah(SWT).

Bro. Ibrahim Wael, a prominent
da’wah worker in Hong Kong and in
the Philippines delivered a talk to the
audience.

In his talk, “Gratitude in Islam”, Bro.
Wael said that two phrases which many
people do not like to use were ‘I am
sorry’ and ‘Thank you’. This proves he
said, that generally people do not like
to admit their mistakes, and therefore,
to them, apologies do not apply.

“In recent time,” said Bro. Wael, “we
failed to realize that showing gratitude
to people is in reality and effect show-
ing gratitude to Allah(SWT). The

Prophet Muhammad(PBUH) said: “He
who does not thank people, does not
thank Allah.”

Bro. Wael said that the history of
Prophet Muhammad(PBUH) is very
rich when it comes to showing grati-
tude and loyalty to people, even if they
were non-Muslims. He cited as an
example how Prophet
Muhammad(PBUH) dealt with Abu
Bukhturi Ibn Hisham who had helped
the Prophet and his companions escape
torture while in Mecca. Years later,
while preparing for the battle of Badr,
Prophet Muhammad(PBUH) stood
among his companions and said: “If
any of you met Abu Bukhturi Ibn
Hisham, do not kill him. > “That is
gratitude in action, which we need to
remember.” said Bro. Wael.

“We need to be grateful” Bro. Wael
continued “to those who have taught us
beneficial knowledge-our teachers, our
benefactors, our neighbors, our friends
and anyone who has helped us to
achieve something valuable and useful,
whether Muslims or not. And remem-
ber, the more you become grateful to
others, the more you will be rewarded
by Allah, the Most Generous.”

Dr. Mohamed Salah was originally
scheduled to deliver this talk on “Grati-
tude”, but because of events in Egypt at
that time, he was unable to travel to
Hong Kong.

Organised jointly by the Union’s
Da’wah and Welfare Committees, the
function was held in the seminar room
on the 6 floor of Masjid Ammar and
Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre
and attracted more than 150 partici-
pants.

Brothers and sisters attending the Fatihah

Bon Vovage

May Allah(swt)
Guide Us to
the Right Path

Aftar serving Hong Kong Muslim
community for more than 3 years,
Sis. Mimi Jamilah Mahya, Assistant
Da’wah Executive of the Union,
has resigned and returned to Indo-
nesia in the end of September 2013.

During her service period, Sis.
Mimi contributed a lot to improving
Indonesian sisters’ Islamic knowl-
edge and children education in
Hong Kong.

Even though she is leaving Hong
Kong, she will continue to devote
herself to the Da’wah work in the
future.

She said: “ [ would like to express
my deep gratitude to Allah(swt), the
All Mighty, and also to IUHK for
giving me the valuable opportunity
to work together in Da’wah Com-
mittee for serving the Ummah in
Hong Kong. Alhamdulillah! I met
so many nice people, my
colleagues and all my friends. 1
hope my experience here will
become unforgettable memory of
my life. I wish
Islam will
grow faster in
Hong Kong.”

May Allah
(swt) guide
us to the

right path.
Ameen!
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The Union has in previous years before the Holy month of Ramadhan organised and sponsored “Iftar”
for poor Muslims around the regions.
Each year the Union selected different cities in the region and this year the cities benefitted from the
sponsorship were chosen from China, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Philippines and Indonesia. Nearly 4,000 Mus-
lims were benefitted from the sponsorship.

Iftar Sponsoring Projects in China

Iftar in Henan, China

Iftar in Sichuan, China

In Henan Province, China, the Union
remitted HK$ 31,600 for distribution
to four mas;jids for iftar. A total of 91
men, 89 women, 15 children and 6
widows, while in Sichuan Province,
a total of 910 Muslims comprising of
405 men and 302 women benefitted
from HK$ 27,000 donation.

Iftar Sponsoring Projects in Indonesia

The Masjid Besar Baiturrahman Cire-
bon Indonesia organised religious
activities during the month of Ramad-
han this year. This included iftar,
dinner, tarawih prayer, talks on Islam
before iftar and after Fajr prayer. The
whole expenses of the activities were
sponsored by the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong.

NSHID erunnnuunu'
ht i'..‘.lr:*.h-tmi

Desa Surakarta Kec. Suranenugsﬂa Ka

Sponsored by Islamic Uni

* AAM. BAITURARAHMAMN

' s DKM. BAITURRAHMAN

About 427 participants attended the
programme. Islamic Union has been
sponsoring these activities in Indonesia
for the past six years.

On 13 August 2013 the Masjid organ-
ised Eid party which attracted 500
people. Bro. Haji Abdul Muhaemin
Karim, Da’wah worker of IUHK was
invited to be the speaker.

. L YT
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The committees of the Masjid Besar
Baiturrahman Cirebon and its commu-
nity members expressed their gratitude
to the Union for their support and
hoped that these would further

strengthen the relationship and brother-
hood between Muslims in Hong Kong
and Muslims in Indonesia.

Iftar in Indonesia
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In Sri Lanka, two local charity organisations were
chosen. One was the Sri Lanka Malay Association,
the other was the Centre for Islamic Studies.

Sri Lanka Malay Association was mainly in charge
of distributing Iftar food packs, which were distrib-
uted to 112 families living in various parts of the
country, from the capital city, Colombo, to the once
war-torn area of Jaffna. Almost 506 Muslims
benefitted from the project.

As for the Centre for Islamic Studies, they were
mainly in charge of organising iftar meals in differ-
ent cities of Sir Lanka. A total of 1,511 Muslims
were benefitted from it.

Photo courtesy of the Centre for Islamic Studies
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China

Chinese Artist Luo Guirong
Displays Muslim Beauty

Luo Guirong is one of the best known
artists in China and a creator of xylo-
graphic prints concentrated on Muslim
and their life in his homeland, the
Ningxia Hui autonomous region in
northwest China.

"I certainly keep an eye on what is
going on in the contemporary art scene.
But [ will always hold fast to my favorite
subjects because 1 know my people and
my land better than many others do,"
Luo says.

A native son of Beijing, the 51-year-
old was born in Yinchuan, the capital of
Ningxia, where he spent most of his life
in the Hui ethnic neighborhoods.

Luo began his career as an artist with
traditional Chinese ink painting. It was
not until he enrolled in Ningxia Univer-
sity that he decided to expand his artistic
horizons and entered the Department of
Oil Painting. He started as a graphic
artist at a local TV station after his
graduation in 1989. Luo kept on painting
over the years in spare time.

After attending several exhibitions in
Ningxia, he was quickly drawn to xylo-
graphic printmaking, which was a fad
among local artists in the late 1980s.

Luo Guirong

He put all his spare time into learning
the new skill, which he found "both
challenging and intriguing".

After a long time spent among the
Muslim community in Ningxia, Luo
made it his lifetime commitment to
depict local people and their way of life.
Luo often strolls on the streets of
Yinchuan in his spare time.

He was struck by the beauty of
Muslim worshippers at the entrance of
the mosques, particular young ladies
wearing ethnic robes and white veils
against the backdrop of a sunny sky. He
felt compelled to capture the moment in
his xylographic art.

"Regional subjects do not confine an
artist who seeks to create works of depth
and universal appeal," says Luo who has
devoted himself to making two gigantic
xylographic series - one about Islamic
figures and another about Muslim life in
the China over the past two decades.

Tsinghua University art professor Dai
Daquan praised Luo's work.

"Luo has made unremitting efforts to
portray Muslim Chinese bathed in the
sublime light of spirituality," Dai said.
"His innovative rendering of Muslim
people and their life in a somewhat tradi-
tional medium carries a strong mysteri-
ous and surrealistic flavor."

Over the past 20 years or so, Luo has
staged several solo shows in China and
abroad. More than 60 of his xylographic
works have been displayed in collec-
tions of prestigious museums in the
United States, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Singapore and South Korea.

His artwork has also been sought after
at auctions. In 2010, his signature work
titled Beautiful autumn fetched 58,000
yuan at China Guardian (Guangzhou)
Autumn Sales.

Source: China Daily

Xylographic Works of Luo Guirong
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Philippines

Teacher ‘nigab’ rule
not mandatory say officials

The Philippines government ruled
recently that female Muslim
teachers can still wear ‘nigab’
(veil) while teaching classes.

The  Philippines  government
directive for female Muslim
teachers to remove face veils in

according to a
spokesman.

government

The government clarifying a state-
ment from the Education Secre-
tary banning ‘niqab’ by Muslim
teachers mainly in the southern
Philippines where there are a

China

Summer School
for Muslim Girls

Local Muslim girls attend an Arabic
class in a major mosque in Xining, in
Qinghai province. Volunteers set up a
summer school in the mosque to teach
Arabic which reportedly has attracted

class was not mandatory, nor
meant to curtail religious rights,

Muslim majority.

Source: SCMP

over 800 Muslim children so far.

Source: SCMP

USA

American Muslim Scholar

Wrote A Book About Isa (Jesus) P.B.U.H.

Reza Aslan

Reza Aslan, a religious scholar in Los
Angeles, who is also a Muslim, has

recently written a book about the
Prophet Isa(Jesus) P.B.U.H., named
Zealot. During the interview of
Spirited Debate, a TV news
programme of Fox, the book and Reza
Aslan himself was questioned by the
host for many times. After broadcast-
ing, the programme has caused great
repercussions.

For this event, the New Yorker com-
ments that the view that Muslims can't
speak of Jesus is of a piece with the
view that it is actually a diminishment
of liberty to ask people to buy health
insurance, or that the more guns there
are in the more hands the less gun

violence there will somehow be.

Being attacked for insufficient Jesus-

ness by a Fox News anchor drived his
book up to No. 1 on Amazon, and keep
the position for more than one-week
long. s

.

TEALOT

S OF WATARETH

Zealot

Source: Ming Pao
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LO®E your neighbours

neighbours, so to which
one should I send a gift?”

The Prophet (SAW) said:“® O

Abdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk

The Prophet (SAW) said:

“ O Muslim women. Do not
think that any gift is too
insignificant to give to a
neighbour, even if it is only
a sheep’s foot.” (Bukhari
and Muslim)

The above hadith tells us
that the Prophet (SAW)
pointed out to women in
particular, as many of them
may feel too shy to offer a
small gift to a neighbour. A
sheep’s foot is a thing of
little value, but it is better
than nothing, and no
woman should feel that any
gift is not worth giving to a
neighbour.

The Muslim who under-
stands the teaching of Islam
hastens to treat his neigh-
bour in the best way he can.
Nothing is too insignificant
when it comes to respecting
his neighbour, as some
people may think something
is too small to be worth
giving as a gift to a neigh-
bour so they refrain from

Muslim women. Do not think  Hesaid “To the one whose
P . . . door is closer to yours.
that any gift is too insignificant  (Bukhari)
to give to a neighbour, even if .
The companions were

it is only a sheep’s foot.”
(Bukhari and Muslim)

giving it, thus depriving
them and their neighbours
of much goodness.

The true Muslim does not
restrict his good treatment
only to neighbours who are
related to him or who are
Muslims, but he extends it
to non-Muslim neighbours
too, so that the tolerance of
Islam may spread to all
people, regardless of their
race or religion. The com-
panion Abdullah bin ‘Amr
had a sheep slaughtered and
asked his slave:“ Did you
give some meat to our
Jewish neighbours? For I
heard the Prophet (SAW)
says, ‘Jibreel  kept on
enjoining the good treat-
ment of neighbours to the
extent that I thought he
would include neighbours
as heirs.” ” (Bukhari and
Muslim)

The people of the book have
lived among Muslims for
centuries, knowing that
they, their honour, their
wealth and their beliefs are
secure, and enjoying good

neighbourly relations, good
treatment and freedom of
worship. Evidence of this is
seen in the continued exist-
ence of their ancient
churches, clinging to moun-
taintops, surrounded by
thousands of Muslims who
uphold the well-being of
their Jewish and Christian
neighbours in accordance
with the Qur’anic teach-
ings.

The true Muslim does not
forget the precise system
that Islam set out when it
enjoined the good treatment
of neighbours. Islam has
told him to give priority to
the one whose house is
closest, then the one who is
next closest, and so on. This
takes into account the close-
ness of the neighbours
whose homes are beside one
another, the issues which
may  frequently  arise
between them and the
importance of maintaining
friendship and harmony.

Aishah (RA) said:*“ O Mes-
senger of Allah, I have two

well-aware of this Islamic
teaching regarding the treat-
ment of one’s neighbours,
so they would not attend to
the good treatment of neigh-
bours whose home was
further away until they had
taken care of the one whose
home was nearer.

This system of priority in
the good treatment of neigh-
bours does not mean that a
Muslim should ignore the
neighbours who are further
away from his home.
Everyone around his home
is considered to be a neigh-
bour and thus enjoys the
rights of a neighbour. This
system is merely a matter of
organization, by means of
which the Prophet (SAW)
encourages taking care of
the closest neighbour
because he is the one with
whom there is usually ongo-
ing contact and interaction.
Wallahu A’lam.

HELLD
NEIGHBOUR

&--H.A
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