US-Archive belasten Eduard von der Heydt
Zweimal in die NSDAP eingetreten

Thyssen Bank-Vorstand bezichtigt den ,, zentralen Bankier der Abwehr*
L 6segeld fur rumanische Juden Uber seine Konten

Eduard von der Heydt taucht schon frih in den amerikanischen Akten auf. Doch zundchst sah
ales noch relativ harmlos aus: Am 25. November 1944 kabelte die amerikanische Botschaft
in Bern an das State Department, es gebe keine Anhaltspunkte fir ,, pro-Nazi“ Aktivitdten von
der Heydts. Aus Sicht der Botschaft sei er ,,harmlos’ und sein Anliegen liege hauptséchlich
darin, auf der Seite der Sieger zu sein und seine Besitztiimer zu sichern. Zu diesem Zweck
versorgte von der Heydt sowohl das amerikanische a's auch das britische Generalkonsulat in
Zurich mit Informationen. Nach Aussagen des britischen Generalkonsuls, schrieben die
amerikanischen Kollegen, sei von der Heydt ein ,, guter Kontakt*, dessen Informationen in der
Regel , akkurat" seien (siehe Dokument 1).

Die Akten geben Auskunft dartiber, um was fur Informationen es sich handelte. Am 17.
Februar 1944 suchte von der Heydt das amerikanische Generalkonsulat auf. Er berichtete Uber
Gesprache mit zwel Bekannten, dem Diplomaten Werner Otto von Hentig und Werner
Freiherr von Rheinbaben. Letzterer, so von der Heydt, sei im Auftrag Himmlers in der
Schweiz, um dort Kontakte zu amerikanischen und britischen Offiziellen herzustellen und
Uber einen , Separatfrieden” unter Ausschluss der Sowjetunion zu verhandeln. Rheinbaben,
der lange Jahre Diplomat und Staatssekretar unter Stresemann war, kannte u.a. Allen Dulles,
den Chef des amerikanischen Geheimdienstes OSS in Bern, und wollte zu ihm Kontakte
herstellen (siehe Dokument 2).

Ob es zu diesen Kontakten gekommen ist und Rheinbaben tatséchlich diesen Auftrag von
Himmler hatte, ist unbekannt. In seinen Memoiren wehrte sich Rheinbaben gegen die
Behauptung des ehemaligen Danziger Senatsprasidenten Hermann Rauschning, er sei
wahrend des Krieges, ,Chef der Gestapo” in Portugal gewesen.! Jedoch bemerkte von der
Heydt gegeniber den Amerikanern, von Rheinbaben sei in Lissabon mit der Gestapo
verbunden gewesen. Es spricht einiges daflr, dass er diese Informationen in Absprache mit
von Rheinbaben an die Amerikaner weitergab. Denn von der Heydt und von Rheinbaben
waren, wie sie 1959 in einem gemeinsam verdffentlichten Buch, schrieben ,,seit Jahrzehnten
befreundet". 2

Am 1. Juni 1945 informierte der britische Geheimdienst u.a. die amerikanische Botschaft in
London, dass , large quantities of German gold, brought over from Germany by diplomatic
bag during 1944, burried in the collars.”?® Eine Durchsuchung der Liegenschaften von der
Heydts erbrachte keine Ergebnisse.

Spatestens nach von der Heydts Verhaftung 1946 in der Schweiz waren die
amerikanischen Behdrden nicht mehr von seiner ,Harmlosigkeit® Uberzeugt. Die
amerikanische Botschaft Ubergibt der Schweizer Polizei Daten Uber von der Heydts
Mitgliedschaft in der NSDAP, die er in den Verhdren zunéchst abgestritten hatte.

L Werner Freiherr von Rheinbaben: Viermal Deutschland. Aus dem Erleben eines Seemanns, Diplomaten,
Politikers 1895-1954, Berlin 1954, S. 321.

2 Eduard von der Heydt/Werner von Rheinbaben: Auf dem Monte Verita Erinnerungen und Gedanken tiber
Menschen, Kunst und Politik

3 Safehaven Report, London June 1,1945 in: ,NARA #8a&b, XL 2771 from the serials Intelligence Reports, XL
Series, 1941-46 entry 19 of Record Group 226 Records of the Office of Strategic Services.



Das Telegramm der amerikanischen Besatzungsbehtérde in Berlin an die
amerikanische Botschaft Uber von der Heydts Mitgliedschaft in der NSDAP enthalt
eine wesentlich neue Information. Demnach war von der Heydt schon frihzeitig
Mitglied der NSDAP, verlief3 die Partel im Méarz 1930 und trat im April 1933 wieder
ein (sehe Dokument 3).

Die amerikanischen Behorden begrindeten die Beschlagnahmung des von der Heydtschen
Vermogens und seiner Kunstgegenstanden in den USA vor allem mit dessen Tétigkeit fir den
deutschen militérischen Geheimdienst, das Amt Ausland/Abwehr im Oberkommando der
Wehrmacht. Von der Heydt hatte in der Strafuntersuchung immer wieder bestritten,
wissentlich fur die Abwehr gearbeitet zu haben. Er begriindete dies mit seiner Unkenntnis der
Verhdltnisse in Deutschland und der Funktion der Abwehr. Die Aussagen des zu den
Verschworern des 20. Juli gehdrenden Mitarbeiters der Abwehr, Hans Bernd Gisevius, hatten
diese Schutzbehauptung schon eindeutig widerlegt, vom Schweizer Gericht wurde von der
Heydt dennoch zugebilligt, nicht tiber die Empfanger seiner Uberweisungen fir die Abwehr
orientiert gewesen zu sein:
Von Heinrich Lubke, dem Vorstandsvorsitzenden der August Thyssen Bank, der von
1945 bis 1950 in der Sowjetunion inhaftiert war, erfuhren die Amerikaner nun aus
erster Hand, dass von der Heydt exakt (iber den Charakter seiner Uberweisungen an
deutsche Agenten im Ausland informiert war. Und laut Aussagen der Chefsekretérin
der August Thyssen Bank, llse Butry, wurden Uberweisungen fir neutrale und
feindliche Lander ,einzig“ von der Heydt getétigt. (siehe Dokument 4).

Neben der Tétigkeit fur die Abwehr interessierten sich die amerikanischen Behdrden

besonders fur von der Heydts Rolle bel der Erpressung von Losegeld fir von Deportation

bedrohter Juden:
Uber von der Heydts Konten wurden Losegeldzahlungen ruménischer Juden
abgewickelt. Das FBI interviewte ein betroffenes Ehepaar, das nun in New Y ork lebte
(siehe Dokument 5), und nahm Kontakte zu deren Schweizer Anwalten auf, die eine
Zivilklage gegen von der Heydt vorbereiteten. Der Schriftsteller Robert Neumann, der
einen der Anwélte gut kannte, schreibt in seinen Erinnerungen, es sei zu einer Klage
gegen von der Heydt gekommen, die aber vor Gericht abgewiesen wurde. Diesist aber
bislang durch Nachforschungen in der Schweiz nicht bestétigt worden.

Die amerikanischen Akten Uber von der Heydt bestétigen und vertiefen die bisherigen
Erkenntnisse: Eduard von der Heydt war kein Mitlaufer sondern ein Trager des
nationalsozialistischen Unrechtssystems. Er war ein friher Unterstitzer der Nazi-
Bewegung, hatte als ,,Bankier” der Abwehr eine zentrale Funktion flr die deutsche
Abwehr und profitierte von L 6segeldzahlungen verfolgter Juden.

Die hier abgedruckten Dokumente stammen aus den National Archives (NARA) der USA, in
denen Akten der amerikanischen Bundesregierung aufbewahrt werden. Aktenbetreffe zu
Eduard von der Heydt sind zum Teil noch gesperrt. Welche Kriterien dabei vom National
Archiv zugrunde gelegt werden, entzieht sich unserer Kenntnis.

Autoren: Dieter Nelles/Stephan Stracke

4Vgl. Peter Kamber. Geschichte zweier Leben. Wladimir Rosenbaum, Zirich 2002, S. 292.- Diese Neuauflage
unterscheidet sich gegentiber der Erstausgabe nur durch ein neues, hinzugefiigtes Kapitel, das sich unter der
Uberschrift , Erganzendes Kapitel zur Neuauflage® ausfiihrlich mit von der Heydt und L 6segel dzahlungen
befasst.



Dokument 1
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THE SECFETARY OF STATE,
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JASH INGTON, Reetds 7040 17 T —p®
: b . parsphrase S

SECTION 1. : : iR

A~100, Feb, 25, 1l 8t /776(2.)“‘7(/ A oS

: Referring to Departmentfs B=51, 1t wo gar thet the )
Treasury’s information concerns Baron von dar (repeat HEYDT)
. . andé not Heide, drawn from & report to the Treasury contained in
' Tegdationts telegram o, 4795, of October 2%5»d, 19424 ond from a
istter of same date from Treiamyy./ttache Preun, as well as a _
 iatter of November 2, 1942, %o the Forelgn Funds Control, which, g
{n adaition, concermed LIBERTAS, S.A. . : G
7 . Che. 57 SRozed le}éD;'%%'d?q o
; In Novenmber 1943 no evidence of pro=Nazi activitles was a1
ré#salad by o further Treasury Attache check. Furthermores, it
§fs reported vy the Amsrican Consul General at Zurich on Hovemoer™
sth that, during the course of an interview, the Raron clad med =7
ts have beer furnishing information to the British Consul Genarall
wnereupcn, in a check with his British colleague, it wae reveanle
nsnt the Paron, in fact, was & good contact and that the informa=>
tien farnished by him gensrally hed been acourabe. Vhils defindd
d monsrchist, the Baron neverthffs-

40 NOISIAIO

ing his attitede es pro-German an

less olpims to be enti=tazi,

Sa¥05TY 7 SNO!J;‘UDINI'IHN_-"m.
2U¥1S 40 INTHLUVE

. SECTION 2

ﬂf Tor 4ne sole purpose of convenience and for the protection
P of nis property, the Baron acquired Swilss nationality on April
28¢%h, 1937, after having reporitedly made large expenditures of
monsye hpart from this there appears t¢ be nothing irregular
1n sonnechion with the circumstances under which hls Swiss cltlzen-
ship was acquired. In view of his wsalth, importance and collec=
7 inbearested partles hope that Swise museums and the gemeral

; -’%% may bensfit therefrom eventually.
! : . E e :
24 the vliew of the Legation thet the Raron iz harmless

i i

" F 1944 cura tnterests, and that hls concern lies chiefly in bdelng on
whe fning side and having proteetlon for his propertles. Nevep=

{7 a, the Legation is making a further investigationFpnd willd

se the Department should anything further come ht wit

speck to his_neturd ization, politleal activitie v reympathi
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Dokument 2

NARA RG 84 File 820.02 Von Der Heydt (Box 18)
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

o
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 DECLASSIFIED

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Zirich, February 17, 1944.

The Honorable
TLeland Harrison,
American linister,
BeTn.

[ard -

T have the honor to report that Baron von. der o o
Heydt from Ascona came by the office this morning LR
and while here stated that he had recently seen an o
old friend of his, von Hentich of the German Foreign %
Office, who had beén Permitted to come to switzerland
on a oourrier trip as in a recent Berlin raid -
ve had lost his home and everything he had. Voo ;
Hentich, who is reported to be anti-Nazi, steted
that General Knaus, who was appointed German Air
Attaché in Bern a month or six weeks ago, iz anti- -
Nazi in his sympathies, and that his appointment had o
attracted considerable attention and aroused somse
speculation in Berlin. T

Beron von der Heydt also stated that Baron
_Rheinbgben, formerly connected with the Gestapo in
Tisbon, returned to Switzerland a few weeks ago and
1s now living neer Wontreux, and thet Director
Rasche of the Dresdner Bank, who was a former em- -
ployee of his, is expected in Ziirich within a few
days. If he learns the purpose of Dr. Rasche's
visit he will inform this office.

Respectfully yours,

!/ : ‘E’ Pt
- // .t /;H’“Z’KQ%
"Sam E. Voods '

Anerican Consul General



March 8, 1944 i ,4

Strictly Confidential

Source: 232

Evaluation: B-2

4 well-known naturalized Swiss citizen of German
origin who has known Barcn Rheinbaben for many years
stated that he had lunch with Bim about two weeks ago.
During the meal Baron Rheinbaben proposed to rent a
house from my informant'and was refused. Rheinbaben
allegedly stated that he had a permit to come to
Switzerland for three months on behalf of Himmler to
get in touch with American and English offieials in this
country concerning peace terms. Rheinbaben is reported
to have said that Himmler was prepared to sacrifice the
lives of Hitler, Goering, Goebbles and several other
prominent Nazi officials in the interest of Germany.
When reminded that it was very unlikely that the Allies
would negotiate peace terms with BEimmler, who was re-
garded as. the arch-friend of Germany, Rheinbaben replied
that the Allies would need some one to keep order in
Germany after the collapse came and that Himmler was the
only one who could do it,

Rheinbaben is reported to be writing a book - Under
Three Flags - this title probably having been chosen as
he has served under the Hmpire, the Republic and the
Third Reich.

When asked with whom he expected to get in touch
while here, Rheinbaben mentioned Sir Oliver Duncan and
two prominent Americans whom he had known for a number
of years.
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Zurich, March 8, 1944

Confidential )

g2 ‘Mvg %
/1 ¥
Dear Mr. Huddle: {35

With reference to my reportd 232 of
today, the person giving the information was
Baron von der Heydt of Ascona and the two

_, Americans mentloned were Mr. Dulles and the <.
Je Winister, P

Baron von der Heydt statzsd that Baron
LL‘Rheinbaben claims To have known Mr. Dulles
for seversl years and the Minister from the
time they served in Rome , e

——

i A

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

. e :
] 21, e v
1 ; ; i L
e £y v b ot
v o ik <
f & 5 J b
o b ot g

Sam E. Woods
American Consul General

Enclosures:

Two reports. b

J. Xlahr Huddle, Esqguire,
Counselor of Legation,
American Legation,
Bern.
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NARA RG 84 File 820.02 Von Der Heydt. (Box 45)
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Dokument 4

FBI-Bericht von J.E. Hoover vom 7.Juli 1952, in: NARA RG 65 FBI File 029424
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121-371%2 BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

Date: JUJ-Y 21 1952

Toz w‘l@l B. Bﬂym i$
: 0ffice of Security snd Consular Affairs '
: L// Department of Stcte -
}5/ Washington 25, D. C. 5
: Proms John Bdger ﬂmm, Director Y
Federsl Bureszu of Investiga%ion ;
T
Subject: GEORGE EKATONA N
Aks George Eotons ~N
Program Divector - Applicant )
Hationel Security Resources Poard >~
¥ashington, D, C. i
LOYALTY OF GOVERMMENT EMPLOYESS g
A full field loyalty investigatlon is being comdueted e
on the captioned individusl based upon informztion furnished by
a relisble confidentisl informent indiecating that George Katona
was acquainted with a former employse of the Germsn Consul's
Office at Hes York City who was obe of the known cemtacts of 9
an espionage suspaet ailasa&iy operating in the Enimd States,
This same informent advised that George Katons was
in Sudapest, Hungm, in 1938,
Subseguent inve tion has revesled that.
Kotona closely asmia%& on goy Feydy
of Switzerlsrd, who wo mmtad overnment agency
that eonducts imast atsans czf an intelligence nature of being 4
a Germen espionsge fimds to other German agents
operating in the mﬂ.t Statas Mexico. Von der Heydt was =~
arrested in Suitzes

D agentg in the @s.zr,.',;_x
g the Swiss Heulprsd] -'f'».

paymenis to German espionsge
%%ﬁmﬁnﬁ fn viola ticm of *

= LU }@; e e



ECURITY IRFORMATION - CﬁﬁﬂﬁEﬁ@lAL

This other Government sgency advised thet the hasic
elements of the finapeisl transsctions were admitted by wvon
der Heydt end were also found to be true by = Swiss Militayy
Court conducting a formel heering in this metter. FBdusrd von
der Heydt was indicted and tried by & Svyiss Divisiomel Court
6 (g Militayy Tritunal) on Hey 18 and19, 1948, in comnection
with his aetivities in the transfer of ffamign exchange
between the August Thyssen Benk, a.gey Berlin, Germany,
gggzemrm colled Thyba), and Cermen sgents ebroad through

itzerland,

Acoording to this other Government agency, the Swise
Court held that ven der Heydt had conducted the tmﬁ.saetﬁas
slleged in the indictment for the account of Thyba; however,
von dor Heydt was agquitted by the Swiss Court for want of
“gublective culpability® since the gourt was of the opinion
that von der Heydt's contention, thet he could not be
seguainted with the character of the reciplente or the nature
of the psymenis; had not been overthrown.

This other Bovernment agency had the following
gommants conecerning the decision renct_md by the Swiss Courts:

"4 careful examination of the Swiss Courtls opinion
reveals s ¢urdous rejection of rather obvious conclusions to
be drawn from the sdmitted fhoete and & tortuous reasoning.
which sould stem only from a preconceived determination not
to fiad guilty » men of von der Heydi's gogial snd finsnclal
standing in the international copmunity, It seams fair to
state thet the court's opinifon was only & justification of
a predatermination since the lengthy written decision was
entered by the eourt on the afternoon of the second day of
the triaml, When,; in sddition to thisy considerstion is given
to feots which elther were not known ga or pot conaidered by
the Swiss Court, the concluelon is inescapable that won der
Heydt was well awsre of the nature of his transactions on
behalf of Thyba.

"Subsequent to the decision of the court sdditlonal
information has become available {te this other Govermment
ageney)s. Heinrieh Luebke, presently of Rorden, Germany,
formerly the First Member of the Managing Board of Directors
of Thyba, Wag & prisoner of the Russians from 1945 wntil he
wes liberated in 1950, His testimony as to the transsctions

<+
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* SECURITY PSFORMATION - CAPIDDRTIAL

and understandings between himsslf, on behalf of Thybe, and
von der Heydt was not aveilable unfil September 1k, 1950,
when he executed sn affidavit, in Horden, Germeny, in
response to questioning by the Germen hrench of (%hi,s

pther Government agency)s

"Luebke, in the affidavit, dated September 1%, 1950,
gtetes that the Thyba was eénpaged in effecting foreipn exchange
transfers to foreign eountrise for the CKW (the High Commend
of the Germen Armed Forces) snd that these trenafers were
effected by the purchasing of foreign currency fron The
Redichsbank in Berlin, vhich was eredited by The Relchsbank
to the sccomnt of Thyba with its esrrespondent sbroady which
gorrespondent was, subsequent to 1939, Bdusrd von der Heydt,
These funde were %raasgm&aé to von der Heydt for him to
erodit to the sccount ef Thyba, Thyba then had the trensfer
effected to the debit of its sccount with von der Heydt, end
von der Heydt passed on the orders for payment which he
received from Thyba to a Swiss bank, the Bchweizerische
Benkgesellschaft in Zurich wherse he kept the funds remitted
to him by Thyba. Luebke states that the Thyba had been
forbidden by the OKW to give the latter's name, in
connection with ite iransfers, as the party issulng the
erdery but admits that Thyba did not have any forelgn
emsﬁey holdings of its own as this wes forbidden by German
foreign exchange lawss Inebke states that around 1
- {records show late 1939) he met won der Heydt in Lugsho and
asked him whether he was prepered to teke care of noney
trenefers te forelsn cowntries which Thybz had to earry out
for the UKW Foreign Department IV, Counter Intelligence, for
which he would receive the ususl turnover commission. Luebke
states that von der Heydt was perfectly aware that the pay-
ments were of 8 confidentisl nature and that the identds
of the party giﬂ!n% the order was to remain concealed. He
further atates that the business connmetion with wvon der
Heydt extended from aboubt 1540 to 1943 when Thyba had no more
opders to offeet payments for the OXW, Iuebke states that if
von der Heydt had ever deelared his unwillingness to cerry
out money tramsfers in question for Thyba, the latter would
have had to look for snother foreign correspondent but thet
that was not the case end that von der Heydt carried out the
orders to effect money trensfers right down to the very last
which were received by Thyha from the OKW.

* 3w
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SECURITY NFORMATION - mnssﬁ%[

"The ststements of Luebke are corroborated by two
ather employees of Thybs, Curt Ritter and Ilse Butyy, Ritter,
formerly of the Menaging Board of Directors of Thybe and
presently the trustee for the administration of its asssis,
stetes in sn affidavit dated October 13, 1950, thet Thyba
executed confidentisl orders for the OKW and that on the
occasion of Lusbkels visit to Switzerland in 1939 he sounded
out von der Heydt ss to whether he would be prepared to
execube orders which the bank hed to forward confidentislly
to Switzerland for the ORW and that von der Heydt accepted
this and that the business relationship began in 1940 and
anded when the bank butlding waz destroyed on November 22
or 23, 1943, Ilse Butry, former Secretary of the directorate
of Thyba, in en affidavit datd October 13, 1950, at Berlin,
stated that she was personslly responsible for pesorting,
epunting and preparing the foreign exchange sccounts for
shipmenits for the Intelligence Segtion of the High Command
end that in addition she kept an informal personsl record
af this aceownty thet payments for enemy and neutral countries
were handled by Baron von der Heydt only (emphasis sdded) and
were remitted by Thyba in seeled, registered letters containing

exelusively Swiss frenes or United States dollersy ond the t
von der Heydt was instructed by Thyba to transfer funds to en
sddresses in s neutral or enemy ecountry designated by the High
Command. Ilge Butry states that she thinks won der Heydt lmew
that the payments were in the interest of the Intelligence
8ection, Bhe states specifically that as long as there were
any orders, they were executed by von der Heydt.

"In this connection; the affidavits of Luebke, Ritter
end Dutry seem determinative since they stats that when Luebke
grranged with von der Heydt for the entire business, he
explained the matter to him and that von der Heydt wes sware
of the nature of the transactions. Yon der Heydt'!s denials
of this in all probability were bazed on the faet that so far
&g he knew Luebke had been a prisoner of the Russisns since
1945 and it seemed unlikely that he would ever be contacted
to testify asgainst him, or that the other afflisnts would be ,
located, His denisls also effirmetively indieate thaet his -
testimeny is generally unrelizble, It sppesrs that von der
Heydt hag always tried to hide these transacticna ae much as

-l
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SECORITY INFORMATION - cefaﬂaﬂ;ﬁm
(

E&siblﬁf For instence, he denied to the Swisgs suthorities

e 1939 transsetion wnta1 certain evidence wes tuwrned up by
the Swiss Polive which mnde it necessary feor him to admit
them. 2lso when the Ameriesn ComnterwInteiligences Serviece
attempted to digeover the sender of these funds thre the
Unicn Benk in Switzerlend, von der Heydt had written to the
bank, 'I ask you not to reveal my hame under shy circumstances?
and lt was only vhen the Swiss bank was threatened with being
put on the blacklist that 1t revealed the identity of ven der
Heydt. Attention 1g directed to the fact also that von der
Heydt insisted that when he became suspicicus of the nature

of the transactiom in 1943, he terminated his relationship
with Thyba but that this statement is contradicted by the
testimony of ILuebke, Ritter and Butry who state affirmatively
that von der Heydlt completed the very last transeetion offered
to him by Thybs.

"Farthermere, Hans Bernerd Gleevius, formerly of the
Germen Counter-Intelligence, of the German Em‘?:assy in Bern,
Switzerland, in s statement dated Mareh 12, 1949, said that
through his work in the RKilitary Security ésrﬁea he knew that
von der Heydt had been working for the Finence Director of the
Eilitsry Security Service sines before the wer and that he
heard 57 ven der Heydt's work for the first time through the
Pingnoe Chief of the Militery Becurity Service in Bern, where

he lesrned later that von der Heydt wass considered a satisfectory

agents When he first mentloned this to von der Heydt, he tried
to defy 1t but he subsequently admitted it. At the time

who engaged with ven der Heydt in the transfer of dollar notes
into Swiss francs end geld mentioned above, informed ven der
Heydt thei he must dres a clesr border line between the oppo-
sition sctivitiez and the work of the Militery Sequrity Service
ag suchs OCigevius sedd that he thought 1t impossible that von
der Heydt 4id not suspeet the surpose for which he was trans-
ferring the Thybs funds since &urggg the war great cantion wes
exarcised in security in commection with overseas transfers of
money by German suthordities. Gisevius states thet von der Haydt

eovtld not heve transferred any of the Thyba soney involved Herein

for the Resistence Hovement.

‘5'&
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Giseviug,
who vas working with the German Resistance Movement sub rosa, and
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Dokument 5

Auszug aus dem Bericht des FBI, Btiro New York, tber von der Heydt,
27.5. 1954

NARA RG 65 FBI File 029424

INTERVIEW OF MRS. CHARLOTTE PERLMANN
210 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH
NEW YORK CITY

On May 20, 1954, Mrs. CHARLOTTE PRERLMANN at the
sebove address was interviswed and advised she was born on
March 18, 1897, in Bucharest, Rumanias, the daughter of
MATILDA and OTTO KELLER, Mrs, PERLMANN related she went
to school in Bucharest, and married MOSES U. PERLMANN on
March 2L, 1913, and that following their merriege they
resided at the Mantuleasza 12 in Bucharest.

During approximately OQctober, 1940, Mrs, PERLMANN
recalled her husband, following the occupation of Rumania
by the Nazly was arrested and committed to the Bucharest
Prison, where he remained for over 7 weeks, She stated
that prior to her husband's arrest, her oldest son,ARNOLD,
had immigrated to the United States, and a second son,
HARRY, was living at home with her at this time.

Mrs. PERLMANN described that her husband, who was
formerly in the textile menufacturing business in Rumania,
convinced the Rumanian-Nazl-dominated officiasle that he
could be of invalusble assistance te them in the purchasing
of textiles for the Rumanisn Army. Subseguent to this,

Mr., PERLMANE was released from jail, given ths necessary
travel permits, and on'July 15, 1941, left Bumania for

the United States via Berlin, Zurich, and Lisbon. Mrs.
TERLMANY explained thet her youngest son, HARRY, immediately
following her husband's release from jail, was allowed to
immigrate to Palsstine, and later from Palestine lmmigrated
to the TUnited States via Cuba.

Mre, PERLMANN explained that the only reason for
her husband 'being allowed to leave Rumania was for the purpose
of making a purchase of textiles for the Fumanian Army, end
that when she attempted to leave with her husband she was
detained as a hostage. .
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During the weeks that followed, Mrs. PERLMANN
related, she attempted by various and devious methods %o
leave Rumania, but all attempts failed.

She recalled that during late 1941 she was
approached by a personal friend,named SIMON MOSECGWITZ LEGRAIN,
who said he knew of a way to get her out of the country, but
a great deal of money would be needed to accomplish this
end, She reported that she did not have enough money to
accomplish this purpose, but that LEGRAIN told her he would
finance her escape from Rumania.

Mrs, PERLMANN recalled that a few days later LEGRAIN
again came to her home and stated he wanted her to meet an
individual named HANS WEBRER, a Gestapo Agent who had an
office in & building on the Bradianu Boulevard in Bucharest.
She reported she talked with WERER about leaving the country,
and that WEBER informed her that it could be arranged for
the price equivalent to $15,000,00 American dollars, WEBER
told LEGRATN that Mrs, PERLMANN should have $200,00 for
expenses incurred by them in traveling, and on April 2l,
19,2, Mrs. PERLMANN, at WEBER's direction, went toc a travel
office’ in Bucharest and bought two first-elass train tlekets
to the border of Yugoslavia.

Mrs, PERLMANN recalled that WEBER took her passport
from her when they entered the train, gave her a visa for
entry into Italy, and stated that she and WEBER, at his
direction, stayed in different cars on the train.

Mrs. PERLMANN gave details of her trip from Bucharest
to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, and then, after encountering almost
insurmountable obstacles, finally arrived in Venice, Italy,
where they finslly proceeded from Venice to Rome.

Mrs., PERLMANN recalled that at all times WEBER was
dressed in civilian clothes, and it appeared that in all
manner he wanted to conceal his true identity,.

Following their arrival in Rome, Mrs. PERLMANN
recalled that WEBER and she went to a cable office where
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she watched him write a cable to Switzerlend, which she
attempted to read while peering over his shoulder in the
cable office., Mrs, PERLMANN claimed that the cable appeared
to be in some type of code, but was sbsolutely sure the
ecable was addressed to sn individusl in Ascona, Syitzerland.
¥Mre. PERLMANN recalled that WEBER had stated to her that

she would not be sllowed to proceed any further until

proper permission was received from "g baron in Switzerland",
who was very important.

Mps. PERLMANN recalled that the following day WEBER
received a cablegram from s country which was unknown to
her, which she presumed was from Switzerland, and that she
was then released from his custeody.

¥rs. PERLMANN stated that she at no time paid sny
money directly to WEBER, with the exception of the necessary
expenses incurred during the trip, and that she, in Rumania,
managed to raise a sum equivalent to almost %2,000.00 American
dollars, which she gave to LEGRAIN, ard thet LREGRAIN added
£13,000,00 of his own money to make the necessary #15,000,00
to effect the dscape. She stated that LEGRAIN was the
actual individual who had paid this money te WEBER.

Mrs, PERLMANN recalled she remained in Rome several
days, during which time she was attempting to leave by
air, which she finally succeeded in doing, and proceeded
to Lisbon, Portugel, where she booked passage on the S8
SERPA PINTO, and proceeded to the United States where she
joined her husband and two sons during July, 1942.

INTERVIEW OF MOSES U, PERLMANN
2440 CENTRAL PARE SOUTH
NEW YORK CITY

MOSES U. PERLMANY was interviewed on May 20, 195,
at the above address, and advised that he was born in
Poland and remained a Polish citizen during his entire
reaidence in Rumania.
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He furnished substantially the same information
concerning his arrest in Rumania by the "Iron Guard", and
his subsequent eseape to the United States,

Mr. PERLMANN stated that he was naturalized during
1947, in Wew York City, and that his wife was also naturalized
during 1948 in New York City. PERLGMANY related that he had
been & manufacturer of wool and cotton goods in Bucharest,
had owned a department store in that clity, and had other
varied interests which he approximated the value of in
excess of $1,000,000,00.

Mr, PERLMANN stated that during approximately 19lé,
he went to Holland while he was engaged in a war surplus
business, While in Holland he was visiting a friend by the
name of NS and claimed at this time, while discussing
this payment of 515,000.00 to the Gestapo in order to effect
his wife's escape from Rumania, TIEGE told him that other
persons, inecluding his old friend LEGRAIN had also used this
means of escape through the Gestapo Apent named WEBER. TIEGE
was alleged by PERLMANN to have told him that these payments
were not actually made to WEBER, but, in fact, were made
to a Baron VON DER HEYDT in Switzerland,

PERLMANK stated he could furnish no source as to
TIEGE'S knowledge of VON DER HEYDT, other than that VON
DER HEYDT was a well known individual in Holland, and that
rumors in that country following World War IT were to thét
effect, which convinced TIEGE that VON:DER HEYDT was the
payoff man for the various escapes.

PERLMANN related thatTIEGE furnished a ecurrent
address for LEGRAIN in Paris, France, and that he immediately
proceeded to Paris in order to locate LEGRAIN, PERLMANN
stated that when he had located LEGRAIN he paid him
$13,000.00 which had previously bsen furnished by LEGRATN
for Mrs. FPERLMANN's escape, and that at that time LEGRATIN
told him that in order to effect an escape for his own wife
hisyfyo sons, and their wives, in addition to furnishing

guelessaery expenses for the trip for WEBER and his family,
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he had furnished to WEBER the sum of $60,000,00, and

that LEGRAIN made this payment through the Union Bank of
gwitzerland in which bank LEGRAIN had a consliderable deposit
of money, LEGRATN stated to PERLMANN that inguiry by him
at the Union Bank of Switzerland revealed that the person
to whom this £60,000.00 was actually paid by that bank

from his deposit was the Baron VON DER HEYDT.

PERLMANN stated that LEGRAIN was presently residing
at 9 Rue Richspanse, Paris, France.

PERLMANN stated it was at this time that he end
LEGRAIN decided that they would attempt to recover their
monies that had been allegedly paid to VON DER HEYDT, and
proceeded to Ascona, Switzerland, where they attempted
to gain admittance to his home, but were mnable to do so.
T PERLMANN stated that both he and LEGRAIN have a
| | current civil suit pending in the Civil Courts at Ascons
[ 1n an attempt to recover their $15,9¢0.AR.and $60,000.00
respectively, and have engaged enJJOSEFH RAPPAPORT of 26
Livenstrasse, Zurich, in order toc effect thils recovery.

PERLMANY furnished further information to the
effect that during approximately 1950 LEGRAIN was visiting
in Montevideo, South Americe, and by complete accident
had noticed the former German Gestapo Agent HANS WEBER
walking on a street in Montevlideo. Although LEGRAIN
attempted to contact him personelly during this visit,
he was unable to do so, but PERLMANN alleged that LEGRAIN
has corresponded with WEBER, and thet he was certain that
LEGRAIN could supply a current address for WEBER,

PERLMANN concluded that at ne time had he had any
contact with HANS WERER or Baron EDUARD VON DER HEYDT, and
ecould furnish no information concerning his activities bther
than set out above.

PERLMANN related he has had no contact whatever with
HANS TIEGE, the individual who first told him of VON DER HEYDT,
« “and therefore could supply no information as to where he may
“be presently located. PERLMANY was unable to furnish TIEGE's
1945 address. )
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