
A L L  A M E R I C A N S

FIRST OR SECOND-TEAM SELECTIONS

JOHN RIPPLE, T

1918 - Walter Camp (2nd)

NC State’s first All-American 
selection, John Ripple was also the 
first collegiate player in the state 
of North Carolina to be named to the prestigious Walter 
Camp squad.  At 6-0, 180 pounds, he had never played 
football until making the squad as a sophomore in 1918.

STEVE SABOL, C

1935 - Newspaper Enterprise Assoc. 
(2nd)

Associated Press (3rd)

A Campbell, Ohio, native, Sabol 
became the Pack’s starting center as a sophomore in 1933.  
The 6-0, 190-pounder played every snap in eight of State 
College’s nine contests that season, sitting out just one 
quarter:  the final period in a rout of Catawba.  He was a 
three-time All-Southern Conference selection (1933-35) 
during his career.

ED “TY” COON, T

1938 - World Telegram (2nd); College 
Humor (2nd);

1939 - Newspaper Enterprise Associa-
tion (2nd); New York Sun (2nd); Hearst 
(3rd); Dr. L.H. Baker (3rd)

This All-Southern Conference selection played on the 
Wolfpack varsity squad from 1938-40.  A 6-3, 202 pounder 
from Watertown, Conn., Coon had his best game against 
highly ranked Alabama in 1938, when he led the defense in 
tackles and blocked a punt.

ELMER COSTA, T

1949 - UPI (HM);  1950 - Chicago Tribune 
(1st)

At 220 pounds, Elmer Costa was 
touted as the heaviest player on the 
Wolfpack squad in the late 40s.  A two-time All-Southern 
Conference honoree, he helped the Pack earn a huge upset 
versus Maryland in 1950 in NC State’s first televised game.  
He was named the AP’s National Lineman of the Week for 
that performance.

DICK CHRISTY, HB

1957 - Associated Press (1st); UPI (1st)

Dick Christy starred on the freshman 
squad in 1954, advancing to the 
varsity the following year.  At 5-10, 
190 pounds, he led the team in rushing with 602 yards that 
season, and then ran for 589 yards, threw for 123 yards and 
returned kickoffs and touchdowns in 1956.  He will always 
be remembered for scoring all 29 points in NC State’s ACC 
Title-clinching 29-26 win over South Carolina in 1957.  He 
was named the ACC Player of the Year and ACC Athlete of 
the Year as a senior.  

DICK CHRISTY CAREER STATS

Year Rush Yds. Avg. TD Rec-Yds

1955 85 602 7.1 4 12-197
1956 119 589 5.0 3 2-38
1957 144 626 4.3 13 10-211
Total 348 1817 5.2 20 24-486

ROMAN GABRIEL, QB

1960 - Football Writers (1st); Football 
News (1st); Football Coaches (2nd); 
UPI (2nd); NEA (2nd);

1961 - Football Writers (1st); Football 
News (1st); Football Coaches (1st); 
Time Magazine (1st); UPI (2nd); NEA 
(2nd)

At 6-4, 200 pounds, Roman Gabriel began his collegiate 
career as a star in the defensive secondary as well as 
being the Wolfpack signal caller.  The Wilmington, N.C., 
native was tabbed as the National Sophomore Back of 
the Year by The Saturday Evening Post and Playboy prior 
to his sophomore campaign.  He didn’t disappoint, leading 
the NCAA in completion percentage with a school record 
.604 in 1959.  He threw for a then-school record 2,951 
yards passing for his career, including 19 touchdowns.  He 
ranked eighth nationally in total offense in 1960 and 14th 
during his senior campaign.  He was named the ACC Player 
of the Year in 1960 and 1961 and was a 1960 Academic 
All-American.  He went on to a spectacular professional 
career, earning four trips to the Pro Bowl and being named 
the NFL’s MVP in 1969.

ROMAN GABRIEL CAREER STATS

Year Att. Com. Pct. Yds. TD Int. Rush Yds

1959 134 81 .604 832 3 7 54 -44
1960 186 105 .565 1182 8 7 98 164
1961 186 99 .532 937 8 6 174 196
Total 506 285 .563 2951 19 20 326 316

DON MONTGOMERY, END

1963 - Football Writers (2nd)

A 6-2, 216 pound end from 
Albemarle, N.C., Don Montgomery 
overcame injuries in his first two 
collegiate campaigns and earned All-ACC honors as a 
junior in 1962.  He also enjoyed great success for the 
Wolfpack on the baseball diamond, earning second-team 
all-league status.  

DENNIS BYRD, DT

1966 - Football Writers (1st); NEA (1st); 
Associated Press (2nd);

1967 - Consensus 1st Team (Associated 
Press, UPI, The Sporting News, NEA, 
Football Writers, Football Coaches, Cen-
tral Press, Time Magazine, Walter Camp Foundation, Playboy)

At 6-4, 257 pounds, Dennis Byrd dominated many big 
games during his career with the Wolfpack.  He was the 
first player in ACC history to earn three first-team All-ACC 
honors and became NC State’s first consensus All-Amer-
ican.

FRED COMBS, DB

1967 - Football Writers (1st); UPI (2nd); 
Associated Press (HM)

A key member of the “White Shoes” 
defense in 1967, Fred Combs contrib-
uted two punt returns for touchdowns over 70 yards and 
a 70-yard interception return for a score that season.  The 
Hertford, N.C., native set an ACC record with 434 yards 
in punt returns that season and sealed the win versus 
second-ranked Houston with an interception.

GERALD WARREN, K

1967 - Associated Press (2nd);

1968 - Associated Press (1st)

An Elizabeth City, N.C., native, Ger-
ald Warren set an NCAA record with 
17 field goals during the 1967 campaign.  He finished the 
year with 70 kicking points, another national best.  He also 
became the first kicker ever to lead the ACC in scoring.

GERALD WARREN CAREER STATS

Year G PAT FG LP Pts.

1966 2 2-2 0-2 – 2
1967 10 19-19 17-22 47 70
1968 10 22-23 9-16 47 49
Total 22 43-44 26-38 47 121
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RON CARPENTER, DT

1968 - NEA (1st)

A 6-5, 255-pounder from High 
Point, N.C., Ron Carpenter was a 
two-time All-ACC selection and 
earned All-America honors as a junior.  He went on to the 
NFL in 1970, starting for seven seasons with the Cincinnati 
Bengals.

CAREY METTS, C

1968 - Football Writers (2nd)

A 6-2, 230-pounder from Greens-
boro, N.C., Carey Metts played 
almost every snap during his sopho-
more, junior and senior campaigns.  He came to NC State 
after playing a year at Elon College.

BILL YOEST, G

1973 - Consensus 1st Team (Associated 
Press, UPI, Football Writers, Football 
Coaches, NEA, Walter Camp)

A 6-0, 243 pound Pittsburgh, Pa., 
native, Bill Yoest moved into the 
starting lineup as a sophomore in 1970, but his football 
career almost ended when he had surgery to remove part 
of a vertebra following the season.  After redshirting in 
1971, he regained his starter’s position and was an All-ACC 
honoree as a junior.  In addition to being named a consen-
sus All-American in 1973, he also won the Jacobs Blocking 
Trophy for the ACC.

STAN FRITTS, FB

1974 - Associated Press (2nd)

An Oak Ridge, Tenn., native, Stan 
Fritts tallied an ACC record 42 touch-
downs during his career at State, 
despite his 6-0, 165 pound frame.  He also set what was 
then a school rushing record with 2,542 yards.  He was an 
All-ACC performer as a sophomore and senior and was a 
1973 Academic All-American.

STAN FRITTS CAREER STATS

Rushing G Att. Yds. Avg. TD

1972 11 145 689 4.8 17
1973 11 144 684 4.8 13
1974 11 245 1169 4.8 12
Total 33 534 2542 4.8 42

DON BUCKEY, SPLIT END

1975 - Football Writers (1st)

While his twin brother Dave was 
starting at quarterback, Don Buckey 
rewrote the NC State record books 
in the receiving categories.  The 5-11, 160 pounder was 
an All-ACC performer, catching 102 passes for 1,735 yards 
during his career.  

DON BUCKEY CAREER STATS

Year G Rec. Yds. Avg. TD

1972 11 18 292 16.3 0
1973 11 24 439 18.3 2
1974 11 26 452 17.4 2
1975 11 34 551 16.2 1
Total 44 102 1734 17.0 5

JOHNNY EVANS, P

1977 - NEA (2nd)

A High Point, N.C., native, Johnny 
Evans still holds the ACC record for 
punting average at 44.02 yards, a 
mark that also ranks among the all-time NCAA leaders.  
He led the league in punting three straight years, while 
starting at quarterback for the Wolfpack two seasons. 

JOHNNY EVANS CAREER PUNTING STATS

Year G No. Yds. BK Avg.

1974 11 38 1653 0 43.5
1975 11 42 1874 0 44.6
1976 11 47 2168 0 46.1
1977 11 58 2448 0 42.2
Total 44 185 8143 0 44.0

TED BROWN, RB

1978 - Consensus 1st Team (Associated 
Press, UPI, Football Writers, Football 
Coaches)

A 5-11, 170 pound High Point, N.C., 
native, Ted Brown, was named the 
ACC Freshman of the Year in 1975 and went on to set the 
league record for career rushing yards that still stands 
(4,602 yards).  He is the only player in league history to 
earn four first-team All-ACC honors.  When he finished his 
career, he ranked fourth on the NCAA Division I all-time ca-
reer rushing chart, trailing only Tony Dorsett, Archie Griffin 
and Ed Marinaro with 4,602 yards.    He was a four-time 
All-ACC performer and went on to play seven years with 
the Minnesota Vikings.

TED BROWN CAREER STATS

Year G Att. Yds. Avg. TD Rec-Yds

1975 10 142 913 6.4 13 16-160
1976 11 198 1088 5.5 13 25-239
1977 11 218 1251 5.7 14 24-164
1978 11 302 1350 4.5 11 17-197
Total 43 860 4602 5.4 51 82-760

JIM RITCHER, C

1978 - Consensus 1st Team (Associated 
Press, UPI, Football Writers, Football 
Coaches);

1979 - Consensus 1st Team (Associated 
Press, UPI, Football Writers, Football 
Coaches, Walter Camp)

A 6-3, 245-pounder from Hinckley, Ohio, Jim Ritcher 
was the 1979 recipient of the Outland Trophy, which is 
presented annually to the nation’s premier lineman.  He 
won the ACC’s Jacobs Blocking Trophy twice and went on 
to a successful NFL career.

VAUGHAN JOHNSON, LB

1983 - The Sporting News (1st), Associ-
ated Press (2nd)

Vaughan Johnson, a 6-3, 230 pound 
Morehead City, N.C., native, paced 
State in tackles in 1982 (167) and 1983 (144) and his 384 
career stops still ranks third on the Wolfpack list.  He went 
on to a successful NFL career, earning All-Pro honors from 
1988-92.

VAUGHAN JOHNSON CAREER STATS

Year UT AT Tot. TFL Sk

1980 8 8 16 0-0 0-0
1981 31 26 57 1-2 0-0
1982 92 75 167 7-10 4-24
1983 77 67 144 4-8 3-25
Total 208 176 384 12-20 7-49

NASRALLAH WORTHEN, WR

1986 - Football News (3rd); 1988 - 
Sporting News (2nd)

A 5-9, 170-pound Jacksonville, Fla., 
native, Naz Worthen earned All-ACC 
honors in 1986 and 1988 and ranked as the NC State 
career leader in receptions and receiving yards following 
his career. 
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NASRALLAH WORTHEN CAREER STATS

Year G Rec. Yds. Avg. TD KOR PR

1984 9 9 200 22.2 1 13-287 0-0
1985 11 26 505 19.4 2 20-448 0-0
1986 10 41 686 16.7 4 2-48 0-0
1987  Redshirted
1988 11 55 856 15.6 7 1-23 10-106
Total 41 131 2247 17.2 14 36-806 10-106

JESSE CAMPBELL, SS

1989 - Football News (2nd), UPI (HM), 
The Sporting News (HM); 1990 - 
Football News (1st), The Sporting News 
(1st), UPI (2nd), Associated Press (3rd)

A native of Vanceboro, N.C., Jesse 
Campbell earned ACC Rookie of the Year honors in 1988 
and then went on to earn three All-ACC honors.  In 1988, 
he led the Pack in tackles (83), tackles for loss (11-53), 
passes broken up (11) and interceptions (five).

JESSE CAMPBELL CAREER STATS

Year G UT AT Tot. TFL SK FC/FR Int PBU

1988 11 64 21 85 11-53 0-0 6/1 5-71 11
1989 11 70 36 106 7-32 4-33 6/4 2-8 9
1990 10 53 25 78 4-10 1-8 3/1 0-0 10
Total 32 187 82 269 22-95 5-41 15/6 7-79 30

MIKE REID, SS

1992 - Associated Press (2nd)

A 1992 All-ACC performer, Mike 
Reid led the Pack in PBUs as a junior 
(14) and senior (13) and both marks 
still rank among the Wolfpack single season bests.  The 
6-2, 219 pound native of Pacolet, S.C., tallied 88 tackles 
during his senior campaign.

MIKE REID CAREER STATS

Year G UT AT Tot. TFL Int PBU

1989 10 9 8 17 0-0 0-0 0
1990  Redshirted
1991 11 61 22 83 5-22 2-31 14
1992 12 64 24 88 4-16 3-88 13
Total 33 134 54 188 9-38 5-119 27

SEBASTIAN SAVAGE, CB

1992 - UPI (2nd), Football News (2nd)

A 5-11, 187 pound cornerback from 
Carlisle, S.C., Sebastian Savage 
certainly lived up to his name.  He 
earned first-team All-ACC honors in 1991 and 1992 and 
broke up 16 passes in his career.  

SEBASTIAN SAVAGE  CAREER STATS

Year G UT AT Tot. TFL Int PBU

1989 11 18 13 31 0-0 0-0 0
1990 11 56 29 85 0-0 3-8 10
1991 11 43 20 63 0-0 5-102 6
1992 12 71 19 90 3-5 1-0 11
Total 45 188 81 269 3-5 9-110 27

STEVE VIDETICH, K

1994 - UPI (2nd), Football News (2nd)

This 6-2, 218-pound kicker from Win-
ston-Salem, N.C., earned All-ACC 
honors in 1993 and 1994.  He still 
owns the sixth- and seventh- best single season field goals 
marks in school history (16 in 1994, 14 in 1992) and ranks 
third in career field goals with 42.

STEVE VIDETICH CAREER STATS

Year G PAT FG LP Pts.

1991 NA 0-0 0-0 – 0
1992 12 38-38 14-22 48 80
1993 11 26-28 12-13 46 62
1994 11 29-31 16-18 50 77
Total NA 93-97 42-53 50 219

MARC PRIMANTI, PK

1996 - Consensus 1st Team (Associated 
Press, The Sporting News, Football 
Writers Association, Football News)

Dubbed “Mr. Automatic” by the 
end of his senior campaign, the 5-7, 
171-pound Thorndale, Pa., native connected on all 20 of his 
field goal attempts and all 24 of his PATs in 1996.  In addi-
tion to his consensus All-America status, he was also the 
recipient of the Lou Groza Collegiate Placekicker Award.

MARC PRIMANTI CAREER STATS

Kicking G PAT FG LP Pts.

1995 11 27-28 11-13 45 60
1996 11 24-24 20-20 48 84
Total 22 51-52 31-33 48 144

TORRY HOLT, WR

1998 - Consensus 1st Team ( Associated 
Press, The Sporting News, AFCA, 
Football Writers, Football News)

A 6-1, 193 pound native of 
Gibsonville, N.C., Torry Holt rewrote 
the NC State and ACC record books during his senior 
campaign.  He set the league mark for career receiving 
yards (3,379) and set Wolfpack career bests for receptions 
(191), touchdown receptions (31) and 100-yard receiving 

games (14).  He was named the ACC Player of the Year and 
Offensive Player of the Year for 1998 and was a two-time 
all-conference choice.

TORRY HOLT CAREER STATS

Year G Rec. Yds. Avg. TD PR All-Pur

1995 11 17 261 15.4 1 5-20 557
1996  7 24 415 17.3 3 1-(-1) 566
1997 11 62 1099 17.7 16 12-162 1267
1998 11 88 1604 18.2 11 20-273 1979
Totals 40 191 3379 17.7 31 38-454 4369

LLOYD HARRISON, CB

1998 - Associated Press (2nd), Football 
News (2nd)

1999 - Associated Press (3rd), 
CBS Sportsline (2nd)

Lloyd Harrison led the ACC in interceptions and passes 
broken up as a junior in 1998, tallying seven picks and 23 
PBUs.  The 5-11, 180 pound cornerback from Floral Park, 
N.Y., was also named a preseason All-American for 1999 
by Playboy.  Finished his career ranked third in school 
history with 12 interceptions, third in passes broken up 
with 40.

LLOYD HARRISON CAREER STATS

Year GP-GS UT AT Tot. FC/FR Int. PBU

1996 8-0 2 1 3 0/0 0-0 0
1997 11-2  27 11 38 0/0 0-0 2
1998 11-11 55 25 80 2/0 7-51 23
1999 12-12 56 12 68 0/1 5-0 15
Total 42-25 140 49 198 2/1 12-51 40

KOREN ROBINSON, WR

2000 - Football News (2nd), AP (3rd)

Koren Robinson was named first-
team All-ACC as a wide receiver 
and return specialist in 2000.  A 
semifinalist for the 2000 Biletnikoff Award, the Belmont, 
N.C., native became the second wide receiver in school 
history to go over 1,000-yards in a season. He concluded 
his brief career ranked fifth in school history with 1,914 
receiving yards and seventh in receptions with 110. 
Robinson tied the school record with Torry Holt for most 
100-yard receiving games with 14 and was a first-round 
draft pick of the Seattle Seahawks in 2001.

KOREN ROBINSON CAREER STATS

Year GP-GS Rec Yds TD All-Purp.

1999 11-6 48 853 2 1,016
2000 11-8 62 1,061 13 1,880
Totals 22-14 110 1,914 15 2,896
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LEVAR FISHER, LB

2000 - Football Writers, Football News 
(1st),  AP, Walter Camp (2nd);

2001 - AP (1st), AFCA (1st), All American 
Football Foundation (1st), Football News 
(2nd), The Sporting News (3rd)

Levar Fisher set the NC State career record for tackles 
with 492 in his four-year career.  A two-time first-team 
All-ACC performer, he  led the nation in tackles with 
an average of 15.1 per game in 2000. The ACC’s 2000 
Defensive Player of the Year and a finalist for the Bronko 
Nagurski Trophy, he is tied for third in Wolfpack history in 
career tackles for loss (33-147) and is tied for second in 
fumbles caused (9).  Fisher was also a semifinalist for the 
2001 Butkus Award.

LEVAR FISHER CAREER STATS

Yr GP-GS Pl Hit Ast Tot TFL Sk QP FC/R

1998 11-8 NA 39 35 74 3-21 2-17 4 3/0
1999 12-12 663 63 41 104 12-62 3.5-34 8 0/1
2000 11-11 750 90 76 166 15-46 5-22 5 5/3
2001 11-11 700 84 64 148 3-18 1.5-17 4 1/2
Tot 45-42 NA 276 216 492 33-147 12-90 21 9/6

TERRENCE HOLT, FS

2002 - The Sporting News (1st), 
All-American Football Foundation (1st), 
CNN/SI (2nd)

A two-time All-ACC performer, 
Terrence Holt finished his career 
as the ACC career leader with 12 blocked kicks.  He was 
a finalist for the Mosi Tatupu National Specialist of the 
Year award in 2002 and was semi-finalist for the Thorpe 
Award.  He also set the NC State record for career tackles 
for a defensive back with  315 for his career, ranking fourth 
on the 2002 NC State squad with 100 stops.  He could also 
be the national record holder with eight career blocked 
field goals, he tied a national mark with four in 2001 and 
had one in 2002. 

TERRENCE HOLT CAREER STATS

Year GP-GS Pl Hit Ast Tot PBU Int BK

1999 12-1 58 13 9 22 1 0-0 2
2000 11-11 791 53 36 89 7 1-34 3
2001 11-11 795 62 42 104 5 1-22 4
2002 14-14 882 70 30 100 7 2-12 3
Totals 48-37 2526 198 117 315 20 4-68 12

MARIO WILLIAMS, DE

2004 - Freshman All-American - Football 
News, Football Writers, The Sporting 
News

2005 - Sports Illustrated (1st), Walter 
Camp (2nd);

Mario Williams followed his record-setting college 
career by becoming the first ACC player ever to earn the 
number-one pick in the NFL draft.  A two-time first-team 
All-ACC performer, the Richlands, N.C., native was 
named the team MVP for 2005 when he set the NC State 
single-season records for tackles for loss (27.5) and sacks 
(14.5).   That sack total led the ACC and ranked fourth 
nationally, while his TFLs ranked second in the league, tied 
for sixth nationally.   The NC State career record holder 
with 55.5 stops behind the line of scrimmage, his 25.5 
career sacks tied for the best mark in school history.  He 
also set the Wolfpack single game records for tackles for 
loss (6) and sacks (4) in the win over Southern Miss.

WILLIAMS CAREER STATS

Year GP-GS Pl Hit Ast Tot TFL-YD Sk-YD QP

2003 13-13 759 34 22 56 13-44 5-27 7
2004 11-11 587 44 13 57 15-82 6-49 19
2005 12-10 765 48 19 67 27.5-101 14.5-80 23
Totals 36-34 2111 126 54 180 55.5-227 25.5-156 49

NATE IRVING, LB

2010 - Sports Illustrated (1st), Scout.
com (1st), Walter Camp (2nd), AP (3rd)

After missing the entire 2009 season 
due to serious injuries sustained in 
a car accident, Nate Irving bounced back to earn first-team 
All-ACC honors.  He tied for the team lead with 97 total 
tackles and served as one of three team captains in 2010, 
collecting first-team All-America honors from Sports 
Illustrated and Scout.com, while taking second-team from 
Walter Camp and third-team from the Associated Press. 
Named the nation’s “elite” linebacker by the College 
Football Performance Awards, Irving set an NCAA record 
as a senior when he tallied eight tackles for loss in a win 
over Wake Forest.  He was a co-recipient of the ACC’s 
prestigious Piccolo Award, given annually to the league’s 
“most courageous” player.

NATE IRVING CAREER STATS

Yr GP-GS  Pl  Hit  Ast  Tot  TFL-YD  Sk FC/FR

2007  11-4  296  30  22  52  7-31  1-7  2/0 
2008  10-9  517  55  29  84  12-41  1-8  1/1
2010  13-13  773  51  46  97  20.5-77  6.5-41 3/2
Totals  34-26  1,586 136  97  233  39.5-149 9.5-56 7/3

DAVID AMERSON, CB

2011 - Walter Camp (1st), ESPN (1st), 
Sports Illustrated (2nd), Associated 
Press (2nd), Yahoo (2nd), CBSSports.
com (2nd), Rivals (2nd), Phil Steele (2nd)

Set a school and ACC single-season 
record with 13 interceptions, the second-highest total in 
FBS history.  Shattered the school mark that had stood 
since 1938. Returned two interceptions for touchdowns.  
Named the recipient of the Jack Tatum Award and was a 
finalist for the Thorpe Award.

DAVID AMERSON CAREER STATS

Year GP-GS  Pl  Hit  Ast  Tot  INT PBU

2010 13-9 640 39 11 50 0-0 1
2011 13-13 866 44 15 59 13-205 5
2012 13-13 920 48 12 60 5-82 7
Totals 39-35 2,426 131 38 169 18-287 13

THE HOLT BROTHERS, TORRY AND TERRENCE, 
WERE BOTH ALL-AMERICANS FOR THE WOLFPACK.
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