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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John L. Lewls house is a two and a half story vernacular structure with
a hipped roof pierced by a single dormer window., The facade has a slightly
projecting porch with doric colummns. Original clapboard siding has been
covered on the second floor with aluminum siding.

The main entrance to the Lewis house faces north on Lawrence Avenue and

opens into a main hall, Directly east of the hall is Lewis' personal library
which contains original bookshelves enclosed with glass. The kitchen, which
is located behind the library, was enlarged and modernized in 1970. A side
entrance is located in the kitchen.

Directly west of the main hall is the living room which has an original
fireplace located in an alcove with side benches and windows. Behind the
living room is a sun porch (now used as a music room) which contains a third
entrance. A large dining room with a built-in buffet and ceiling high china
cabinet is located directly south of the main hall. The buffet and china
cabinet are walnut as is most of the interior woodwork.

The staircase in the main hall opens onto a balcony on the second floor. This
level consists of four bedrooms and twe original baths.

The attic originally served as a storage area but was remodeled as two
bedrooms in 1973. No other structural alterations have been made since Lewis
lived in the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John L. Lewis lived in the house at 1132 West Lawrence Avenue in Springfield from
1917 until 1965, a period spanning his career as renown labor union leader.

Lewis was born of Welsh immigrant parents.
mining district surrounded by the turmoil of the early period of United States
labor organization. (His father was blacklisted for union activities.) He

left school at the age of 15 and headed for the mines.

He grew up in Lucas, Iowa, a coal-

He first became noticed

in Panama, Illinois, as president of the local United Mine Workers. He then
became the Illinois lobbyist for the union.

agent for the AFL.

In 1911, he bécame general field

John L. Lewis had one dream in life, to become President of United Mine Worker's

national organization.

for the next forty years.

hailed John L. Lewis a labor statesman." (1)

He achieved this goal in 1920, and held this position

"In February 1924, President Coolidge, Commerce
Secretary Hoover, and the nation's press and especially financial journals,

As quoted in his biography, "By the mid 1930's John L. Lewis had become the
most powerful labor leader in American history - the first trade unionist to be

considered as potential presidential candidate." (2)

In 1935, he formed the

CI0. As national president of CIO, he presided over the often violent struggles
to introduce unionism to various industries, particularly the steel and

automobile industries.

These were the Years of the Little Steel strike, the

Republic Steel Massacre in Chicago, and the great sit-down strike against General

Motors.

As quoted in Websters American Biographies, "A series of miner's strikes during

World War II won wage increases but alienated large segments of the public and
the strikes were responsible in part for the passage of the Smith-Comnally
Antistrike Act and the Taft-Hartley Act, both of which placed new restrictions

on labor unions." (3)

As quoted in the Columbia-Viking Desk Dictionary, "His aggressive strike tactics

led to confliets with courts and government but greatly benefited the union." (4)
Carol Lewis, his daugher-in-law, wife of John L. Lewis, Jr., writes in The New

York Times, '"He was an angry man, he was a powerful actor,

He used tough means

to get things done - but he got things done, and on the health and welfare
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issues he was right. Today's miners are telling us that they think he was
right." (5)

Lewis worked with nine presidents of the United States. He served as President

of the United Mine Workers for forty years, retiring im 1960. But, still staying on
as president emeritus, he served as chairman, in Washington, D. C., of the board

of directors. He died June 11, 1969 and was buried in Springfield.

(1) Melvyn Dubofsky & Warren Van Line, John L. Lewis (New York, 1977) p. 134

(2) Melvyn Dubofsky & Warren Van Line, John L, Lewis (New York, 1977) p. XIV

(3) Charles Van Daren, Webster American Biographies (Massachusetts, 1975) p. 628

(4) William Bridgewater, The Columbia-Viking Desk Encyclopedia, (New York, 1968) p. 61
(5) Carol Lewis, The New York Times, (New York) March 15, 1978.
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