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7 5000 B.C. - Cotton filwe and cloth fragments found in Mexice date fram this peréed.




1764-67 The spinning jenny (1764) and Arkwright's spinning frame (1767) are invented, enabling cheap
mass production of cotton cloth

Early 1800s  Southern US states become the world’s largest exporter of cotton to thriving British textile mills

1939-45 During WWII, naturally green and brown cottons are again produced commercially to counter the
lack of dyes available

1950/51 World cotton demand and production levels each reach seven million tonnes

1980s Most native, coloured cotton varieties grown in Africa, Asia, Central and South America are
replacedby all-white, commercial varieties

2003 The first transgenic cotton varieties to have two independently acting Bt genes are successfully
introduced in Australia and the USA

2006/07 World cotton average yields reach a record 747 kilograms per hectare, due in large part to
increased use of biotechnology

2009/10 30 million hectares of cotton planted
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