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The Australian nation is undergoing its most sweeping
modernisation and reform since World War Two.

Under the policies of the Hawke Government, Australia is
throwing off  the lethargy of  the last three decades,
striving to regain the ground that we lost because of our
inability to meet the challenges of a r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g
world.

All  aspects of  our national l i fe - o u r  e c o n o m i c
i n s t i t u t i o n s , our workplace attitudes, our view of our place
in the world - are being reshaped to meet the challenges of
the 1990s and beyond.

All  sections of  the Australian community are being called
upon to play a role.

All parts of the community have had their sacrifices to make
- and the whole community will share the benefits of those
sacrif ices in the years to come.

As we prepare to celebrate next year the first two hundred
years of European settlement, we will  need all  our resources
of energy and imaginati to build our prosperity for our
third  century .

That is why in this election campaign the Hawke Government
is urging Australians to renew its mandate - so that the
nation can continue to move forward with purpose.

The Hawke Government is saying: don’t change horses in
mid-stream. Don’t risk wasting the ultimate recompense for
which all our sacrifices have been made along the way.

This policy statement sets out the achievements we have made
together  as a nation over the past four years and the
prospects awaiting us.

It shows the progress the nation has made and, just as
important, i t  descr ibes  the  po l i c ies  necessary  to  cont inue
that progress over the next few years - policies that a
Labor Government will implement.

Look at the progress we have made so far.-_

In 1983 Labor promised to end the worst recession in 50
years , heal the divisions which were sapping the country of
its energy and begin the long term task of economic
reconstruct ion .

On each count Labor has delivered,

But national economic reconstruction became even more urgent
when, through the course of 1985 and 1986, a collapse in the
prices of  our major primary exports infl icted on Australia a
massive national loss of  some $9 bil l ion.
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In 1 9 8 5  A u s t r a l i a  w a s  r u n n i n g  a n  u n s u s t a i n a b l y  l a r g e  c u r r e n t
a c c o u n t  d e f i c i t , l e a d i n g  t o  t o o  r a p i d  a  b u i l d  u p  o f  f o r e i g n
d e b t . A u s t r a l i a  h a d  n o  o p t i o n  b u t  t o  f a c e  f a c t s  a n d  t a k e
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d e c i s i o n s t o  r e b u i l d  o u r  n a t i o n a l  p r o s p e r i t y
t h r o u g h  t r a d e  a n d  g r a d u a l l y  r e d u c e  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c c o u n t
d e f i c i t .

T h e  Hawke G o v e r n m e n t  i s  t a k i n g  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s . ASa -_
r e s u l t ,  p r o g r e s s  i s  b e i n g  m a d e . But it is going to be a
l o n g  h a u l . L a b o r  h a s  n e v e r  p r e t e n d e d  o t h e r w i s e .

T h i s  d o c u m e n t  s p e l l s  o u t  i n  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  t h e  p o l i c i e s  w e
w i l l  b r i n g  t o  b e a r  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  m o m e n t u m  of  p r o g r e s s  i s
m a i n t a i n e d .

W o r k i n g  T o g e t h e r  f o r t h e  F u t u r e  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  E c o n o m y

. L a b o r ’ s  a p p r o a c h  t o  e c o n o m i c  m a n a g e m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
p r o m o t e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  e x p o r t  a n d  i m p o r t - r e p l a c i n g
i n d u s t r i e s ,  p r e s e r v e  o u r i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,
r e d u c e  b o t h  i n f l a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  a n d  c r e a t e
p e r m a n e n t  j o b s ;

. L a b o r ’ s  a p p r o a c h  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  i n d u s t r y
p o l i c y  w i l l c o n t i n u e  t o  h e l p  A u s t r a l i a  b u i l d  o n  o u r
s t r e n g t h s  a n d  m o v e  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  t o  c a p t u r e  a  l a r g e r
s h a r e  o f  t h e  n e w e r , m o r e  d y n a m i c  a r e a s  o f  w o r l d  t r a d e .

Bu i ld ing  a  Ca r ing  Communi ty , a  More  Democra t i c  Soc i e ty  and  a
B e t t e r  Q u a l i t y  o f  L i f e

. L a b o r ’ s  a p p r o a c h t o  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
p r o m o t e  f a i r n e s s  a n d  j u s t i c e :  b e c a u s e  A u s t r a l i a n s
b e l i e v e  i n  a  f a i r  g o  a n d  a  h e l p i n g  h a n d  f o r  t h o s e  i n
n e e d ; a n d  b e c a u s e  n a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  c a n
o n l y  b e  r e f o r m e d  a d e q u a t e l y  i f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c h a n g e  i s
w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  b o t h  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f
c h a n g e  a r e  s h a r e d  f a i r l y ;

l L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e f o r m  t o  b u i l d  a  m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d
e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t ;

. . - L a b o r  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n j o y
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  a n d
t h e i r  s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

E n h a n c i n g  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  R o l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d

. J u s t  a s  L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g  a  s o c i e t y  b a s e d
o n  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  f a i r n e s s  a t  h o m e ,  s o  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e
t o  u s e  o u r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  p r o m o t e  j u s t i c e  a n d  p e a c e  i n  t h e
r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d . L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f
n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t , w i t h o u t  w h i c h  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o ’
s e c u r i t y  a n d  n o  p e r m a n e n t  p r o s p e r i t y .

L a b o r  o f f e r s  t h e  u n i t e d  t e a m  a n d  t h e  p r o v e n  p o l i c i e s  t o
build  a  b e t t e r  Australra.

L e t ’ s  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r .  L e t ’ s  s e e  i t  t h r o u g h .
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I. WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE OF THE

AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY

T h e  f i r s t  t a s k  o f  e c o n o m i c  m a n a g e m e n t  L a b o r  f a c e d  i n  1 9 8 3
w a s  t o  r e s c u e  A u s t r a l i a  f r o m  i t s  Worst  r e c e s s i o n - i n  f i f t y
y e a r s . T h a t  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d :

. A l m o s t  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  j o b s  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n
t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r

t h e  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  h a s  b e e n  f o u r
t i m e s  t h a t  o f  o u r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  a n d  t w i c e  t h a t  o f
t h e  w e s t e r n  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c o u n t r i e s ;

l T h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  i s  n o w  j u s t  o v e r  8  p e r  c e n t
c o m p a r e d  t o  1 0 . 5  p e r  c e n t  a t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  L a b o r
t o o k  o f f i c e .

T h o s e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  r e m a r k a b l e  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t
o f  t h e  m a s s i v e  1 6  p e r  c e n t  d e c l i n e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  t e r m s  o f
t r a d e  s i n c e  l a t e  1 9 8 4 .

T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  t o  s h u t  t h e
e c o n o m y  d o w n  a n d  f o r c e  e c o n o m i c  a d j u s t m e n t  t h r o u g h
unemployment .

L a b o r  d i d  n o t  c h o o s e  t h a t  b a r r e n  p a t h :  r a t h e r  L a b o r  h a s  m e t
t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w i t h  t h e  f a r  s i g h t e d  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  t h e  p e o p l e
o f  A u s t r a l i a  h a v e  c o m e  t o  e x p e c t  f r o m  u s . T h e s e  p o l i c i e s
a r e  w o r k i n g :

. T h e  c u r r e n t  a c c o u n t  d e f i c i t  h a s  d e c l i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y
t h i s  y e a r  a n d  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  f u r t h e r  n e x t  y e a r ;

l E v e n  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s l o w  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
d o m e s t i c  d e m a n d  a  l i t t l e  i n  1 9 8 6  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t
a d j u s t m e n t , j o b s  g r o w t h  h a s  r e m a i n e d  s t r o n g

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  n e w  j o b s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  6  m o n t h s ;

. ‘ - - M o r e o v e r  t h e  s i g n s  a r e  n o w  u n m i s t a k a b l e  t h a t  g r o w t h  i s
p i c k i n g  u p , i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t
a c c o u n t ; ,

. M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e  e x t e r n a l  s e c t o r  h a s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i n  1 9 8 6 - 8 7  - i t  i s  a l s o
e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  n e x t  y e a r ; and

l I n v e s t m e n t , s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u s t a i n  f u t u r e  l i v i n g
s t a n d a r d s , i s  i n c r e a s i n g .

The  t a sk  o f  e conomic  managemen t  i n  t he  t h i rd  Hawke
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  b e  t o  b u i l d  u p o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  t o  d a t e
a n d  b r i n g  t o  f r u i t i o n  L a b o r ’ s  e f f o r t s  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e
e c o n o m y .
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FISCAL POLICY

L a b o r  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  p u r s u e d  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  f i s c a l  p o l i c y
a t t u n e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y . W e  i n h e r i t e d  a  B u d g e t
d e f i c i t  w h i c h  w a s  a n  i r r e s p o n s i b l y  l a r g e  5 per  cent  of  G D P .
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t  t h i s  h a s  b e e n
r e d u c e d  t o  1  l/2 p e r  c e n t .

L a b o r  w i l l  b r i n g  i n  a  B u d g e t  d e f i c i t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  1  p e r  c e n t
o f  GDP in  1987 -88 . B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  s a v i n g s
m e a s u r e s  a l r e a d y  a n n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  M a y  S t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  g o a l
w i l l  b e  a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t  n e w  t a x e s  a n d  w i t h o u t  d i s c r e t i o n a r y
i n c r e a s e s  i n  t a x e s . L a b o r  w i l l  n o t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s h a r e  o f
G D P  t a k e n  a s  t a x  r e v e n u e  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  n e x t  t e r m .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e k  o u t  a n d  c l o s e  o f f  t a x  rorts, A s
p a r t  o f  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  m a k e  t h e  t a x a t i o n  s y s t e m  f a i r e r  a n d
m o r e  e f f i c i e n t , L a b o r  h a s  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  m o s t  s y s t e m a t i c
c r a c k d o w n  o n  t a x  a v o i d a n c e  a n d  w e l f a r e  c h e a t i n g  e v e r
a t t e m p t e d . T h o s e  e f f o r t s  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  n o t  l e a s t  b y
t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a  C a r d  l e g i s l a t i o n . when
f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l , t h a t  s i n g l e .  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l
y i e l d  s o m e  $900m f r o m  t a x  e v a d e r s  a n d  w e l f a r e  c h e a t s .

L a b o r  recognises  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t  i s
e s s e n t i a l  t o  r e d u c i n g  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  e x t e r n a l
f i n a n c i n g . L a b o r  w i l l  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  r e d u c e  t h e  B u d g e t
d e f i c i t  a s  a  s h a r e  o f  G D P  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s
r e q u i r e  i t .

A c c o r d i n g l y , L a b o r  d o e s  n o t  e n t e r  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n
w i t h  a n  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p a c k a g e  o f  unaffordable  p r o m i s e s . Our
n e w  c o m m i t m e n t s  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  c r a f t e d  s o  a s  t o  t a r g e t
s u b s t a n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  o n  t h o s e  m o s t  i n  n e e d . L a b o r ’ s  n e w
p o l i c y  c o m m i t m e n t s  i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  a m o u n t  t o  $303m
i n  1 9 8 7 - 8 8 ,  $469m i n  a  f u l l  y e a r . T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e s e
castings a r e  a t  p a g e  1 6 . L a b o r  w i l l  f i n a n c e  t h e s e
c o m m i t m e n t s  w h i l e  a c h i e v i n g  i t s  s t a t e d  f i s c a l  o b j e c t i v e s .
T h e  c o m m i t m e n t s  c o s t e d  o n  p a g e  1 6  a r e  t h e  o n l y  u n d e r t a k i n g s
g i v e n  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  B u d g e t a r y
r e s o u r c e s . ,_Any n e w  p o l i c y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  f u t u r e  B u d g e t s w i l l
b e  f u n d e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  r e s p o n s i b l e  w a y  t h a t  w e  h a v e
a p p r o a c h e d  f i s c a l  p o l i c y  f o r  o u r  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  i n  o f f i c e .

L a b o r  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  m a j o r  s p e n d i n g  a r e a s  -
h e a l t h ,  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  defence  -
f o r  n e w  s a v i n g s  o f  a n y  m a g n i t u d e  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  B u d g e t . The
b u l k  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s a v i n g s  w i l l  b e  a c h i e v e d  f r o m  a  r a n g e
o f  s m a l l e r  d e p a r t m e n t s , f r o m  f u r t h e r  B l o c k  s c r u t i n i e s  o f
p u b l i c  s e c t o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f r o m  g r e a t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d
s a v i n g s  f r o m  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  t o  c r a c k
d o w n  o n  w e l f a r e  c h e a t i n g  a n d  t i g h t e n  e l i g i b i l i t y  r u l e s ,

I n  p a r t i c u l a r , t h e  n u m b e r  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  h a s
f a l l e n  s h a r p l y  i n  r e c e n t  w e e k s  ( e a c h  5 , 0 0 0  r e d u c t i o n  s a v e s
$30m i n  a  f u l l  y e a r ) .
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S a v i n g s  f r o m  t h e s e  q u a r t e r s  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  f l o w  o v e r
i n t o  1 9 8 7 - 8 8  w h e n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n , t h e  B u d g e t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m
t h e  f u l l  y e a r  e f f e c t  o f  m e a s u r e s  a l r e a d y  a n n o u n c e d  i n  t h e
M a y  S t a t e m e n t  ( o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  $300m).

A l t h o u g h  n e w  p o l i c y  w i l l  n o t  b e  f u n d e d  i n  t h i s  w a y ,  t h e  f a l l
i n  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  M a y  S t a t e m e n t  w i l l  a l s o  a s s i s t
i n  r e d u c i n g  B u d g e t  o u t l a y s .

L a b o r  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n s
n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e l i v e r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  B u d g e t . U n l i k e  t h e
O p p o s i t i o n , w h i c h  i s  s e e k i n g  s p e n d i n g  c u t s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f
$ 1 0  b i l l i o n , Labo r  can  f i nance  i t s  new  po l i cy  commi tmen t s
w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o  h o r r o r  m e a s u r e s ,  w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o  n e w
t a x e s  a n d  w i t h o u t  j e o p a r d i s i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t r a t e g y
n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  f u t u r e  p r o s p e r i t y .

INCOMES AND PRICES POLICIES

L a b o r  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e n d e d  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a n d  d i v i s i o n
w h i c h  t o r e  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f a b r i c  u n d e r  t h e  l a s t  L i b e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t  - a n d  w o u l d  a g a i n  i f  t h e  L i b e r a l s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d
t o  o f f i c e .

T h e  r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  a  m a s s i v e  6 0  p e r  c e n t  d e c l i n e  i n
i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t a t i o n  a n d  a n  e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  f a l l  i n  r e a l
u n i t  labour  c o s t s .

T h e s e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  h a v e  u n d e r p i n n e d  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  g r o w t h  i n
emp loymen t  wh ich  ha s  occu r r ed  unde r  t he  Hawke  Gove rnmen t .
T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  m a j o r  p r o g r e s s  t o  d a t e  i n
r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  e c o n o m y  t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e
c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  m o r e  a t t u n e d  t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  p a t t e r n  o f
w o r l d  t r a d e .

U n d e r  L a b o r  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  w a s  h a l v e d  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s
f r o m  t h e  d o u b l e  d i g i t  l e v e l  w e  i n h e r i t e d . I t  h a s  r e c e n t l y
a c c e l e r a t e d  a s  t h e  e c o n o m y  h a s  a b s o r b e d  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y
s u r g e  i n d u c e d  b y  h i g h e r  i m p o r t  p r i c e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c y ..

Howeve r  i n f l a t i on  i s  now headed  downwards  aga in  and  i s
e x p e c t e d  t o  f a l l  t o  7  p e r  c e n t  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 7  a n d  t o
a b o u t  6  p e r  c e n t  b y  m i d - 1 9 8 8 . A s  i n f l a t i o n  i s  r i s i n g  a b r o a d
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  o u r  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s  i s
c l o s i n g  r a p i d l y .

T h e  t h i r d  H a w k e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e  w a g e
p o l i c i e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s u s t a i n e d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a n d  l o w e r
i n f l a t i o n . U n d e r  o u r  p o l i c i e s  A u s t r a l i a n  w o r k e r s  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  w a g e  i n c r e a s e s  a s  l a r g e  a n d  a s  p r o m p t  a s
e c o n o m i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c a n  a f f o r d .

L a b o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a  w a g e  f r e e z e  i s  n e i t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  n o r
d e s i r a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l s  o f  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c y .

L a b o r  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  a s  t h e
n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  j o b s  g r o w t h  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t . B u t ,
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  n e e d  f o r  r e s t r a i n t ,  L a b o r  h a s
a l s o  t a k e n  a c t i v e  s t e p s  t o  c o n t a i n  e x c e s s i v e  p r i c e  r i s e s .



L a b o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  P r i c e s  S u r v e i l l a n c e  A u t h o r i t y  - i t s
work  i s  now be ing  expanded . L a b o r  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a
n a t i o n a l  P r i c e  W a t c h  n e t w o r k , a sys t em o f  communi ty  based
c o m m i t t e e s  t o  m o n i t o r  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  l o c a l  s u p e r m a r k e t
p r i c e s .

MONETARY POLICY

H i g h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  f i r s t ,
to attract the savings necessary to fund the current account
def i c i t  and second, to moderate domestic demand so as to
ease  the  trans i t ion  t o  a  more  t r ade -o r i en t ed  economy .

I n t e r e s t  r a t e s  h a v e  f a l l e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o v e r  r e c e n t  m o n t h s .
T h i s  r e f l e c t s : d e c l i n i n g  i n f l a t i o n  a n d  i n f l a t i o n a r y
e x p e c t a t i o n s ; t h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t
a c c o u n t  d e f i c i t ; a n d  t h e  s t e p s  t a k e n  t o  s u p p o r t  l o n g e r  t e r m
a d j u s t m e n t  t h r o u g h  s u s t a i n e d  f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t ,  w a g e
m o d e r a t i o n  a n d  r e f o r m  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

Labor will not ease monetary policy prematurely - that would
only put recovery at risk. B u t  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  w i l l  n o t
r e m a i n - a  s i n g l e  p o i n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  f o r  a
s i n g l e  d a y  l o n g e r  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y . L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  t o  f a l l
f u r t h e r . W e  n o t e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m a j o r  b a n k s
e x p e c t  t h e  1 5 . 5  p e r  c e n t  m o r t g a g e  r a t e  t o  f a l l  i n  s u c h  a
climate before the end of the year.

Taken together,  Labor ’s  f iscal ,  incomes,  prices and monetary
policies will  maintain a c l imate  which  wi l l  f oster  economic
reconstruct ion .

But Labor’s approach is broader.

More than any previous Government, the broad macro-economic
targets of the Hawke Government have been co-ordinated with
the  thrust  o f  po l i c ies  d irected  to  rebui ld ing  spec i f i c  parts
of the economy. We have replaced ad hoc and sectional
policies with a clear strategy for the whole economy.

Trade, education, tra ining  and infrastructure  po l i c ies  have
all  been tied to the overall  task of  national
reconstruct ion .

T h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  i n  a n  u n c e r t a i n  w o r l d ,  A u s t r a l i a  n o w
s t a n d s  r e a d y  t o  m e e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  b e i n g  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  u s .
W e  a r e  c a p a b l e  a t  l a s t  o f  s a y i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  o n  t h e  r i g h t
path  to  secur ing  jobs  and prosper i ty  for  a l l  Austra l ians ,

INDUSTRY POLICY

L a b o r  recognised, l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  r e c e n t  d i s a s t r o u s  f a l l  i n
o u r  t e r m s  o f  t r a d e , t h a t  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  l o n g  t e r m  p r o s p e r i t y
w a s  a t  r i s k  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n a d e q u a c i e s  o f  o u r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g
a n d  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s .
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T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  s t r a t e g y  i s
a i m e d  a t  r e v i t a l i s i n g  A u s t r a l i a n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  s e t t i n g  i t  o n
a  n e w  p a t h  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - o r i e n t e d  g r o w t h .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  L a b o r  h a s :

. B e g u n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  r e g u l a t i o n ;

. S e t  a b o u t  g r a d u a l l y  r e d u c i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  o u r  m o s t
i n s u l a t e d , l e a s t  e f f i c i e n t  i n d u s t r i e s ;

. R e f o r m e d  t h e  t a x a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l
s y s t e m s ; and

l P r o v i d e d  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d
c o m p e t i t i v e  s t r e n g t h .

A l r e a d y , s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d . Employment
i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  h a s  s t a b i l i s e d  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  d e c l i n e .
R e a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  i n d u s t r y  h a s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  i t s  s l u m p  o f
the ear ly  1980s and  i s  now g rowing . M a n u f a c t u r e d  e x p o r t s
a r e  g r o w i n g  r a p i d l y , w h i l e  i m p o r t s  a r e  s l o w i n g . I n d u s t r i a l
r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  1 9 8 6 - 8 7  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  t h r e e
t imes  i t s  1 9 8 3 - 8 4  l e v e l .

A u s t r a l i a n  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  r e a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f l o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e
A u s t r a l i a n  d o l l a r .

I n  i t s  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  G o v e r n m e n t ,  L a b o r  w i l l  b u i l d  o n
t h e  s o l i d  p r o g r e s s  a l r e a d y  m a d e .

W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
o f  n e w  i n d u s t r i e s .

W e  w i l l  a s s i s t  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  d e v e l o p
e x p o r t  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  w e  w i l l  p r o m o t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h
c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  j o i n t  v e n t u r e s .

W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  1 5 0  p e r c e n t  t a x  c o n c e s s i o n
f o r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t , a s  w e l l  a s  G r a n t s  f o r  I n d u s t r y
Resea rch  and  Deve lopmen t . T h e s e  i n c e n t i v e s  a r e  a  m a j o r
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w o r l d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n
i n d u s t r y .

O u r  defence i n d u s t r y  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s  w i t h  s p i n o f f s  i n  m a n y  o t h e r
i n d u s t r i e s , s u c h  a s  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  a e r o s p a c e ,  s o f t w a r e  a n d
v e h i c l e s . T h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  n a v y ’ s  s i x  n e w  s u b m a r i n e s  i n
A u s t r a l i a  w i l l  b r i n g  m a j o r  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  t o  A u s t r a l i a n
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r y , p r o v i d e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  j o b s ,  a n d  s a v e
A u s t r a l i a  b i l l i o n s  i n  f o r e i g n  e x c h a n g e .

T h e  l i g h t  p a t r o l  f r i g a t e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  t r a n s f o r m  t h e
A u s t r a l i a n  s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y . W i t h  e i g h t  s h i p s  t o  b e
b u i l t  f o r  o u r  n a v y , a n d  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  m o r e
f o r  e x p o r t  t o  N e w  Z e a l a n d , t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  g i v e  A u s t r a l i a n
s h i p b u i l d e r s  t h e  s t e a d y  w o r k l o a d  t h e y  n e e d .
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L a b o r  w i l l  c r e a t e  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  t o  f u r t h e r
e n h a n c e  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  r e l e v a n c e  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  r e s e a r c h
w o r k . It w i l l  p r o m o t e  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  s e l e c t i v i t y
i n  n e w  a r e a s , a n d  p r o m o t e  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s  b a s e  f o r
n e w  i n d u s t r i e s . T h e  n e w  C o u n c i l  w i l l  a b s o r b  a  n u m b e r  o f
e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  b o d i e s , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  R e s e a r c h
G r a n t s  C o m m i t t e e .

L a b o r  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t - I n v e s t m e n t  C o m p a n i e s
p r o g r a m . T h i s  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  a
v e n t u r e  c a p i t a l  m a r k e t  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e r e b y  s u p p o r t i n g
i n n o v a t i v e , t e c h n o l o g y - b a s e d  f i r m s  t o  s t a r t  u p ,  e x p a n d  a n d
e x p o r t . L a b o r  i s  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e
s c h e m e  t o  e n s u r e  i t  r e m a i n s  r e l e v a n t  t o  b u s i n e s s  n e e d s .

D u r i n g  o u r  t h i r d  t e r m , t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  I n d u s t r y  D e v e l o p m e n t
C o r p o r a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  a s s i s t i n g  t h e
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  i n d u s t r y . Equipped wi th  a
l a r g e r  c a p i t a l  b a s e  a n d  f e w e r  i n v e s t m e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t h e
A I D C  h a s  e m e r g e d  a s  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  c o r p o r a t e  f i n a n c i e r
p r o v i d i n g  l o n g - t e r m  d e b t  a n d  e q u i t y  f i n a n c e  t o  A u s t r a l i a n
b u s i n e s s e s , b o t h  l a r g e  a n d  s m a l l .

TRADE POLICY

A s  i n d u s t r y  s t r i v e s  f o r  w o r l d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  t r a d e  p o l i c y  w i l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c e n t r e  o n
p o l i c i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  A u s t r a l i a n  f i r m s  w i s h i n g  t o  l i n k i n t o
w o r l d  m a r k e t s , a n d  s o  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d
e x p o r t  b a s e .

A u s t r a l i a ’ s  t r a d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r a i n e d  b y
l i m i t s  p l a c e d  o n  a c c e s s  t o  m a r k e t s  b y  s o m e  o f  o u r  t r a d i n g
p a r t n e r s  a n d  b y  c o r r u p t e d  m a r k e t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l
c o m m o d i t i e s .

L a b o r ‘ s  r e l e n t l e s s  t r a d e  o r i e n t e d  d i p l o m a c y  i s  h e l p i n g  t o
o v e r c o m e  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t o  o p e n  u p  n e w  m a r k e t s  f o r  o u r
e x p o r t s  i n  t h e  r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  m a r k e t s  o f  o u r  r e g i o n .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  r e f o r m
w o r l d  t r a d i n g  c o n d i t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  w h i c h  g o v e r n
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d e . W e  w i l l  b e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  o f
the . -Cai  rns  Group, a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  1 4  f a i r  t r a d i n g
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p o r t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  f o r m e d  l a s t  y e a r  a t
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  i n s t i g a t i o n . The Cairns  Group has  become a
v i t a l  t h i r d  f o r c e  i n  w o r l d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

L a b o r  recognises  t h e  s p e c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c e d  b y  n e w  o r
s m a l l  e x p o r t e r s  o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  t o  b r e a k  i n t o  n e w  p r o d u c t
l i n e s  o r  m a r k e t s  o v e r s e a s . L a b o r  w i l l  r e t a i n  t h e  E x p o r t
M a r k e t i n g  D e v e l o p m e n t  G r a n t s  S c h e m e  a n d  t h e  h i g h l y
successful AUSTRADE.
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PRIMARY INDUSTRY

L a b o r ’ s  p o l i c i e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  m u s t  b e  s e e n  w i t h i n  o u r
o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  f r a m e w o r k  o f  e n a b l i n g  a l l  A u s t r a l i a n
i n d u s t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e , t o  b e c o m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
c o m p e t i t i v e .

W i t h  t h e  d o l l a r  n o  l o n g e r  h e l d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  h i g h ,  w i t h
c o n t a i n m e n t  o f  farm c o s t s , a n d  w i t h  s t r e a m l i n i n g  o f  t h e
m a r k e t i n g  o f  f a r m  p r o d u c e , t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n
a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  n o w  a t  a n  a l l - t i m e  h i g h .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s
n e w f o u n d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s . O u r  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  a l s o  p r o d u c e
l o w e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  - a  o n e  p e r c e n t  f a l l  i n  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s
s a v e s  f a r m e r s  $ 8 5  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r .

B u t  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  c a n  b e  e x p l o i t e d  t o  t h e  f u l l  o n l y
i f  t h e r e  i s  a  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d e . T h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  h a s  p u t  a  p l a n  o f
a c t i o n  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  m a j o r  p r o d u c e r s . Labor
w i l l  b u i l d  o n  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  t h e  m o m e n t u m  g e n e r a t e d  b y
o u r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  C a i r n s  g r o u p ,  t o  p r e s s  f o r  e a r l y
m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l
t r a d e  b a r r i e r s .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  a  r a n g e  o f
s p e c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  a r e  i n n o v a t i v e ,  f a i r  a n d
s t a b l e . T h e s e  i n c l u d e  a c t i o n :

. T o  c o n t a i n  a n d ,  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e ,  r e d u c e  f a r m  i n p u t  c o s t s :

. T o  i m p r o v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a r k e t i n g ;

l T o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  f i s h i n g  a n d  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  t o
d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  s u s t a i n a b l e
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s ; and

. T o  w o r k  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f  a l l  r u r a l
p e o p l e .

The.detail  o f  L a b o r ’ s  R u r a l  P o l i c y  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s e d  l a t e r
t h i s  w e e k .

RESOURCES AND ENERGY

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  v i g o r o u s  a n d  b a l a n c e d
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  r e s o u r c e s . A l t h o u g h  c o m p e t i t i v e ,
e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  m u s t  b e
e n c o u r a g e d , m i n i n g  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i l l  r e m a i n  t h e  b a c k b o n e
o f  o u r  e x p o r t  e f f o r t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

W e  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  t a x a t i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w h i c h  p r o m o t e
i n d u s t r y  e f f i c i e n c y , c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  a n d
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e  e x p l o i t a t i o n
a r e  s h a r e d  b y  a l l  A u s t r a l i a n s . T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  p r o c e e d
w i t h  t h e  p r o f i t s  b a s e d  R e s o u r c e  R e n t  T a x  f o r  n e w  o f f s h o r e
o i l  f i e l d s .
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Labor will  continue to promote an eff icient and  ac t i ve
p e t r o l e u m  e x p l o r a t i o n , p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  r e f i n i n g  i n d u s t r y ,
b u i l d i n g  o n  i n i t i a t i v e s s u c h  a s  t h e  r e c e n t  c r u d e  o i l  e x c i s e
c h a n g e s . T h e s e  a r e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r
l e v e l s  o f  p e t r o l e u m  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a n  w e r e
f o r e c a s t  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r .

T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o  d e r e g u l a t e  c r u d e  o i l
market-ing c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  1 January  1 9 8 8 . R e f i n e r s  a n d  a l l
c r u d e  o i l  p r o d u c e r s  w i l l  b e  f r e e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s
a n d  p r i c e s  o f  c r u d e  o i l  t h e y  b u y  a n d  s e l l ,  w i t h o u t
G o v e r n m e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t . T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  f r e e  m a r k e t
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e s u l t  i n  a  f a l l  i n  p e t r o l  p r i c e s  i n  t h e
o r d e r  o f  1 . 3  c e n t s  p e r  l i t r e .

W h e r e v e r  f e a s i b l e , w e  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  o f
m i n e r a l s  p r o c e s s i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a . T h i s  i s  a  k e y  i n g r e d i e n t
i n  m e e t i n g  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  l o n g - t e r m  n e e d  t o  r e d u c e  o u r  r e l i a n c e
on  commod i ty  expo r t s , I t  w i l l  m a x i m i s e  v a l u e  a d d e d  t o
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  e x p o r t s , b o o s t  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d
p r o v i d e  a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  o t h e r  n e w  d o w n s t r e a m  i n d u s t r i e s .

‘TRANSPORT

R e f l e c t i n g  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  o u r  n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s , .
L a b o r  h a s  b e g u n  a  m a j o r  o v e r h a u l  o f  l a n d  a n d  a i r  t r a n s p o r t
i n  A u s t r a l i a . T h e  m a j o r  m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

. T h e  t w o  a i r l i n e  a g r e e m e n t  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  l e s s
r e g u l a t e d  r e g i m e  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  g r e a t e r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,
b e t t e r  s e r v i c e , l o w e r  f a r e s  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  m o r e
A u s t r a l i a n s ;

. L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  r o a d  u p g r a d i n g  p r o g r a m  a n d  w i l l
r e v i e w  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  p r o g r a m  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d
i n v e s t m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  - a n d  w e  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  t h e
N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  t o  a  g o o d  a l l - w e a t h e r  s t a n d a r d ;

l L a b o r  w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e , i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e s ,
t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r - c a p i t a l
r a i l  f r e i g h t  n e t w o r k ;

. W e  w i l l  t a k e  f u r t h e r  s t e p s  o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  t o  i m p r o v e
t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  labour,  m a n a g e m e n t ,

‘--port a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  l i n k a g e s  w i t h
i m p o r t e r s  a n d  e x p o r t e r s ;

l L a b o r  w i l l  p u r s u e  i t s  p o l i c i e s  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  m o d e r n
v e s s e l s  t o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  f l a g  t h a t  a r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d
c o m p e t i t i v e  b y  w o r l d  s t a n d a r d s .

TOURISM

A n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  e c o n o m i c r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t h e  g r o w t h
o f  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  s u c h  a s  t o u r i s m .

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  L a b o r ’ s  p o l i c i e s ,  t o u r i s m  i s  n o w  o u r  f a s t e s t
g r o w i n g  i n d u s t r y . W e  n o w  e a r n  m o r e  f r o m  f o r e i g n  t o u r i s t s
v i s i t i n g  A u s t r a l i a  t h a n  A u s t r a l i a n  t o u r i s t s  s p e n d  a b r o a d .
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L a b o r ’ s  policies h a v e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e
Tourism Overseas  Promotion Scheme (which a l lows o p e r a t o r s  t o
c l a i m  a  r e b a t e  o n  p r o m o t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e ) ,  t h e  r e l a x a t i o n
o f  F o r e i g n  I n v e s t m e n t  R e v i e w  B o a r d  g u i d e l i n e s  o n  t o u r i s t
d e v e l o p m e n t s , a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  r a t e  o n
t o u r i s m - r e l a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  f l o a t  t h e
d o l l a r .

O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  a t t r a c t  f i v e  m i l l i o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v i s i t o r s
in  t he  yea r  2 0 0 0 , u p  f rom the  2 . 2  m i l l i o n  e x p e c t e d  i n  1 9 8 8 .

L a b o r  w i l l  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  o u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f
h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  p r o d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  r e q u i r e d
i n  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n  t h e
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  o u r  t o u r i s m - b a s e d  i n d u s t r i e s  - w h i l e  a l s o
p r o m o t i n g  A u s t r a l i a  a b r o a d  a s  a n  u n r i v a l l e d  t o u r i s t
d e s t i n a t i o n .

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e c t o r  h a s  a  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  f u t u r e  - n o t  j u s t  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  b a s i c
d o m e s t i c  t e l e p h o n e  s e r v i c e s  a s  e f f i c i e n t l y  a n d  c h e a p l y  a s
p o s s i b l e , b u t  increasing.ly  i n  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  specialised
s e r v i c e s  t o  b u s i n e s s .

L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k  a n d  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  n e t w o r k  i s
r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  u s e r s .

Unde r  Labor , t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  h a s  s e e n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f
t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s . A b o v e  u s ,  f o r
e x a m p l e ,  t w o  A u s t r a l i a n  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  s a t e l l i t e s  a r e
a l r e a d y  i n  o r b i t , a n d  a  t h i r d  i s  t o  b e  l a u n c h e d  l a t e r  t h i s
y e a r . B e l o w  o u r  f e e t , T e l e c o m  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  l a y i n g  o p t i c a l
f  i b r e  c a b l e , w h i c h  p r o m i s e s  t o  b r i n g  s t a g g e r i n g  i n c r e a s e s  i n
s e r v i c e  c a p a b i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  m a s s i v e  c o s t  e f f i c i e n c i e s .

However, L a b o r  w i l l  n o t  r e s t  o n  o u r  l a u r e l s . I n  o r d e r  t h a t
A u s t r a l i a  a c h i e v e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  w o r l d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  t h e
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m  m u s t  p r o v i d e  t h e  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e
t a r i f f s . A l s o , b u s i n e s s  m u s t  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i t ,  a n d  t h e
Aus’firalian t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t  i n d u s t r y  m u s t
p r o v i d e , t h e  m o s t  u p - t o - d a t e  a n d  c a p a b l e  t e c h n o l o g y .

HUMAN RESOURCES

A s  w e l l  a s  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s
i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  t h i r d  H a w k e
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  b u i l d  o n  i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  b r i n g i n g  o u t
t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  g r e a t e s t  r e s o u r c e  - i t s  p e o p l e .
L a b o r ’ s  p o l i c i e s  o n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
e n s u r e  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  s a t i s f y i n g  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e
c h o i c e s .



* EDUCATION

1 2 .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  t h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  p u t  i n
p l a c e  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  w i l l  p r o f o u n d l y  i m p r o v e  t h e
f u t u r e  l i f e  c h a n c e s  o f  y o u n g  A u s t r a l i a n s .

I m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  a t
s c h o o l s  h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  l o n g e r  i n  o u r
s c h o o l s . J u s t  o v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c o m p l e t e d
Yea r  12  when  Labor  came  to  o f f i ce . B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  y e a r
w e  w i l l  h a v e  b o o s t e d  t h a t  t o  h a l f . And  by  the  ea r ly  1990s
w e  a i m  t o  h a v e  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  s t a y i n g  o n  t o
Y e a r  12.

T h e  S t a t e  a i d  d e b a t e  h a s  b e e n  b u r i e d  b y  t h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t
w i t h  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a n  e i g h t  y e a r  r e c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g
p l a n  f o r  s c h o o l s . R e c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  p e r  s t u d e n t  f o r
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  o n
a v e r a g e  b y  5 . 2  p e r  c e n t  a  y e a r  i n  r e a l  t e r m s  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 3
a n d  1 9 8 7 .

B y  n e x t  y e a r , r e c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  p e r  s t u d e n t  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n
i n c r e a s e d  b y  n e a r l y  3 0  p e r  c e n t  i n  r e a l  t e r m s  s i n c e  L a b o r
c a m e  t o  o f f i c e . L a b o r  r e m a i n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g
a s s u r e d  l e v e l s  o f  f u n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  f u l l  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  t h e
p r e s e n t  s c h e m e . T h e  t w e l v e  c a t e g o r y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  w i l l  b e  r e t a i n e d .

W e  h a v e  r e m o v e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n c e n t i v e  w h i c h  t e m p t e d  t o o
many  young  peop le  - e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m  p o o r  f a m i l i e s  - t o
g o  o n  t h e  d o l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s t a y  a t  s c h o o l ,  g o  i n t o  t r a i n i n g
o r  g e t  a  j o b .

L a b o r  h a s  r e f o r m e d  t h e  i n c o m e  s u p p o r t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r
s t u d e n t s  t o  s i m p l i f y  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  c l a r i f y  e n t i t l e m e n t s .
M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  h o w e v e r , e d u c a t i o n  a l l o w a n c e s  h a v e  b e e n
i n c r e a s e d  a n d  w i l l  r e a c h  p a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t
b e n e f i t  f o r  a l l  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a s  o f  1  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 8 . I n d e e d
t h i s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  f o r  p e o p l e  u n d e r  1 8  l i v i n g  a t
home. By 1988, s t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  1 6 - 1 7  y e a r  o l d s  i n
l o w - a n d  m o d e r a t e  i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n
doub l ed  unde r  Labo r ,  f r om abou t  $23  a  week  t o  $50  a  week .

L a b o r  h a s  m a s s i v e l y  e x p a n d e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t  p l a c e s  i n
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  t o  c a t e r  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  o f
s c h o o l  l e a v e r s  w i s h i n g  t o  p u r s u e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  c o l l e g e
c o u r s e s . W e  h a v e  c r e a t e d  3 6 , 8 0 0  e x t r a  t e r t i a r y  p l a c e s  i n
f o u r  y e a r s , c o m p a r e d  w i t h  j u s t  8 , 1 0 0  n e w  p l a c e s  u n d e r  t h e
l a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  G o v e r n m e n t .

A n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a m p a i g n  i n  1 9 8 7  a n d  1 9 8 8  w i l l  e m p h a s i s e  t h e
v a l u e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  c o m p l e t i n g
s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n .

C u r r i c u l u m  r e f o r m  t o  m a k e  h i g h e r  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  m o r e
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  w o r k  w i l l  b e  a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  f o r
L a b o r  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  t e r m .
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W e  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e t a i n  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  c a p i t a l  f u n d i n g
t o  i m p r o v e  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  a r e a s

~~~g:~m;pgrade t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  s c h o o l i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l
A u s t r a l i a n  c h i l d r e n .

W e  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  S p e c i a l  P u r p o s e  P r o g r a m s  f o r  s c h o o l s ,
T h e s e  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  a t  t h e  l e a d i n g  e d g e
o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  r e f o r m .

L a b o r  w i l l  s e e k  t o  m i n i m i s e  t h e  p a p e r  w o r k  b u r d e n  o n
s c h o o l s .

We  wi l l  en su re  an  o rde r ly  g rowth  i n  new  schoo l s ,  t o  make
s u r e  b o t h  t h a t  g r o w i n g  a r e a s  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v e d  w i t h
s c h o o l s  a n d  t o  a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  d u p l i c a t i o n
o f  f a c i l i t i e s .

W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d s  a  c o r e
c u r r i c u l u m , i n  w h i c h  a l l  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  b a s i c  s k i l l s  a t
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  a n d  f o l l o w  a  s e t  o f  e s s e n t i a l  s t u d i e s  a t
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g i v e  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  t o  s t u d e n t s  f r o m
e t h n i c  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e  P o l i c y .

W i t h i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  n e x t  H a w k e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  i n t e n d
d o u b l i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  c o m p l e t e
Y e a r  1 2 .

W e  a r e  o p p o s e d  t o  t e r t i a r y  t u i t i o n  f e e s .

L a b o r  a i m s  t o  d e v e l o p  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  h i g h e r
e d u c a t i o n  s e c t o r .

W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t e r t i a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o
m a r k e t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  o v e r s e a s  o n  a  f u l l  c o s t  r e c o v e r y
b a s i s .

* TRAINING

L a b o r  h a s  t a k e n  m a j o r  s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g
d o e s  n o t  s t o p  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  g a t e .

A c c o r d i n g l y , o u r  labour m a r k e t  p o l i c i e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y
f o c u s e d  o n  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  n e e d  f o r  a  s k i l l e d  a n d  t r a i n e d
w o r k f o r c e .

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  w e  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  j o b s e e k e r s  a n d  y o u n g  s c h o o l  l e a v e r s .

L a b o r  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  T r a i n e e s h i p  S y s t e m  i n
l a t e  1 9 8 5 . I t  p r o v i d e s  n e w  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g  s c h o o l  l e a v e r s  i n  a r e a s  o f  t h e
w o r k f o r c e  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s . I t  i s  n o w
f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d : s o m e  1 0 , 5 0 0  t r a i n e e s h i p  p o s i t i o n s
h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d
o c c u p a t i o n s . F u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
t r a i n e e s h i p s  i s  e x p e c t e d  a s  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  n e w
sys t em become  more  w ide ly  recognised.
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. W e  a r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  o f
Y o u t h  A c c e s s  C e n t r e s  (YAC’s) t o  p r o v i d e  y o u n g  p e o p l e
w i t h  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o u n s e l l i n q  a n d
r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l . T h e  i n i t i a l  p i l o t
s c h e m e  o f  3 7  YAC'S  i n  1 9 8 6  w i l l  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  a
n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  o f  1 0 0  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 7 .

l T h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i s  a l s o
o c c u r r i n g  i n  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s . There  are  now 16,000 more
a p p r e n t i c e s  b e i n g  t a k e n  o n  e a c h  y e a r  t h a n  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  a n
i n c r e a s e  o f  5 0  p e r  c e n t .

H o w e v e r  L a b o r  i s  g o i n g  f u r t h e r :

. V o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w i l l
b e  e x p a n d e d  t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  f o r
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s , a n d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  Y o u t h
T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  y o u n g
p e o p l e  a g e d  15-20. The new program wil l  double  by mid
1 9 8 9  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  u n e m p l o y e d  p e o p l e  c u r r e n t l y
a s s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  p l a c e s .

* L a b o r  w i l l  r e s t r u c t u r e  a n d  e x p a n d  t h e  A d u l t  T r a i n i n g
P r o g r a m  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  s h o r t - t e r m  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u r s e s
f o r  u n e m p l o y e d  a d u l t s . T h e  p r o p o s a l s  w i l l  m e a n  a  5 0  p e r .
c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  n u m b e r s  a s s i s t e d  n e x t  y e a r  u n d e r  t h i s
p r o g r a m .

. A n e w  S k i l l s  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o
e n a b l e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  m a k e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s p o n s e  t o
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  s k i l l s  o f
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  w o r k f o r c e  a t  b o t h  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a n d  i n d u s t r y
l e v e l s .

D e t a i l s  a r e  b e i n g  a n n o u n c e d  s e p a r a t e l y  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r
E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  R a l p h  W i l l i s . The new
p r o g r a m s  w i l l  b e  f u n d e d  f r o m  w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  a l l o c a t i o n s ,
i n c l u d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  e a r m a r k e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  i n
t h e  M a y  S t a t e m e n t . I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  e a r l i e r  i n i t i a t i v e s
t h i s  w i l l  m e a n  t h a t  f u n d s  d e v o t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g  b y  t h i s
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  d o u b l e d  b y  1 9 8 7 - 8 8  c o m p a r e d  t o  o u r
f i r s t  y e a r  i n  o f f i c e .

. .--INDUSTRIAL

The Hawke Labor
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f

RELATIONS

G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a c h i e v e d  r e m a r k a b l e  s u c c e s s
i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s .

T i m e  l o s t  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t e s  h a s  f a l l e n  b y  6 0  p e r  c e n t
u n d e r  L a b o r . A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  r e a l  u n i t  labour c o s t s  h a v e
f a l l e n  a n d  j o b s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y .

T h i s  d r a m a t i c  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  h a s  b e e n
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a  m a r k e d  a t t i t u d i n a l  c h a n g e  b y  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l
r e l a t i o n s p a r t i e s  - e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  P r i c e s  a n d
Incomes  Accord . The next  Hawke Labor  Government  Wil l
c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n
i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a n d
p r o v o c a t i o n .



L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e a  r e a l i s t i c  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e
w a g e s  p o l i c y  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  centralised  w a g e
f i x i n g  s y s t e m .

L a b o r  h a s  g i v e n  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r
p r o d u c t i v i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a t  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .

The  P r ime  Min i s t e r  convened  a  mee t i ng  o f  t he  peak  emp loye r
and  un ion  g roups  l a s t  Sep t embe r  a t  wh ich  i t  was  ag reed  t h a t
e a c h  p a r t y  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  r e s t r i c t i v e
work  and  managemen t  p rac t i ce s .

L a b o r  w i l l  p u r s u e  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  a s  f o r c e f u l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

S i m i l a r l y  a t  a n  i n d u s t r y  l e v e l , L a b o r  h a s  a l r e a d y  e n s u r e d
t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r y  p a c k a g e s  - s u c h  a s  s t e e l ,  m o t o r
v e h i c l e s  a n d  h e a v y  e n g i n e e r i n g  - f o c u s  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  n e e d
t o  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e s  i n  w o r k  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  c a n  a s s i s t
i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  r e s t r u c t u r i n g .

L a b o r  w i l l  f i n a l i s e  i t s  p o l i c y  o n  I n d u s t r i a l  D e m o c r a c y  a n d
E m p l o y e e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  n e x t  y e a r . The

o b j e c t i v e  w i l l  b e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  b e t t e r  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,
e a s i e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  m o r e
s k i l l e d  a n d  a d a p t a b l e  w o r k f o r c e ,  e n h a n c e d  o p e r a t i o n a l
f l e x i b i l i t y , a n d  i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  t o  h a v e
m o r e  s a t i s f y i n g  w o r k .

L a b o r ’ s  N a t i o n a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n
w i l l  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  c r e a t i n g  a  s a f e r  w o r k i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  a c c e s s  t o
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  i n f o r m a t i o n a n d
t o  a d e q u a t e  t r a i n i n g .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  a  r e v i s e d  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s
B i l l . . T h i s  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a  p a c k a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m s
d e s i g n e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l
i n d u s t r i a l  s y s t e m  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s . E x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n
r e s p e c t  o f  s e c o n d a r y  b o y c o t t s ,  a c c e s s  t o  c o m m o n  l a w  a n d  t h e
s c a l e  o f  m o n e t a r y  p e n a l t i e s  w i l l  b e  r e t a i n e d .
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NEW POLICY COSTINGS

1987-88 F u l l  Y e a r

FAMILY PACKAGE

1 . Fami ly  A l lowance  Supp lemen t
. bas i c  r a t e  o f  $ 2 2  p e r  w e e k

from 1 November 234

69

156

37
. t e e n a g e  s u p p l e m e n t  o f

$6 per week from 24 D e c e m b e r

2 . E a s e  m e a n s  t e s t  f o r  F a m i l y
Al lowance  Supp lemen t  f rom
1 November 39 65

3 . I n t r o d u c e  u n i f o r m  r e n t
a s s i s t a n c e  ( $ 1 5  p e r  w e e k
maximum) from 1 November 1510

4. C h i l d  D i s a b i l i t y  A l l o w a n c e
of $ 1 1 2  p e r  m o n t h  ( n o n  m e a n s
t e s t ed )  f rom 1  November 2214

SUB-TOTAL 256 a05

OTHER MEASURES

5 . H o s p i t a l  w a i t i n g  lists 25 25

6 . N a t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e  Policy 15 28

7 . W o m e n ’ s  i n i t i a t i v e s
. c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g

_. e d u c a t i o n  o f  g i r l s
, d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e

1 . 1

:::
is
0:7

8 . P e n s i o n e r  E a r n i n g s  C r e d i t 2 . 4 4 . 2

9 .

1 0 .

I n t r o d u c e  3  m o n t h s  g r a c e  b e f o r e
c e s s a t i o n  o f  e n t i t l e m e n t  t o
p e n s i o n e r f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s

M i g r a n t  s e t t l e m e n t  s e r v i c e s

0 . 3 0 . 6

2 . 2

3 0 2 . 7

3

469
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II, A CARING COMMUNITY, A MORE DEMOCRATiC  SOCIETY
AND A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE

T h e  n e x t  H a w k e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e
b e n e f i t s  o f  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a r e  s h a r e d  f a i r l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
community  - j u s t  a s  i t  h a s  e n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  b u r d e n  o f
s a c r i f i c e  h a s  b e e n  s h a r e d  f a i r l y  i n  t h e  p a s t .

T h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  t a s k  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
e c o n o m y  w a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r l i n e d  i n  1 9 8 5 - 8 6  b y  t h e
c o l l a p s e  i n  o u r  e x p o r t  p r i c e s . A u s t r a l i a ’ s  n a t i o n a l  i n c o m e
- a n d  t h u s  o u r  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  - w e r e  f o r c e d  d o w n .

B u t  i t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r o u d e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  H a w k e
G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  t h a t  d e c l i n e  i n  l i v i n g
s t a n d a r d s  h a s  b e e n  b o r n e  f a i r l y .

I n  m a k i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e d u c t i o n s i n  G o v e r n m e n t  s p e n d i n g  w e
h a v e  n o t  r e d u c e d  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  -
i n d e e d  a t  a  t i m e  o f  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t  w e  h a v e
b e e n  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  r e a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  r e s o u r c e s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e e t  p r e s s i n g  s o c i a l  n e e d s ,  t h r o u g h  a c r a c k d o w n
o n  w e l f a r e  f r a u d  a n d  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t a r g e t i n g  o f  G o v e r n m e n t
s p e n d i n g .

L a b o r ’ s  n e w  p a c k a g e  o f  m e a s u r e s  t o  b e g i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  c h i l d
p o v e r t y  i s  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  H a w k e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l
m a i n t a i n  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  f a i r n e s s  a n d  t o  e x t e n d i n g  w i t h
c o m p a s s i o n  s p e c i a l  h e l p  t o  t h o s e  m o s t  i n  n e e d .

L a b o r  h a s  d o n e  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r
n a t u r a l  h e r i t a g e . W e  h a v e  e n h a n c e d  o u r  c u l t u r e ,  b o o s t e d  t h e
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s p o r t s  m e n  a n d
w o m e n  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  m o r e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o
t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  m e d i a  f o r  a l l  A u s t r a l i a n s .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e , L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,
l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e f o r m s  t o  a c h i e v e  d e m o c r a t i c
a n d  e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t , a  r e s p o n s i v e  n a t i o n a l  P a r l i a m e n t ,
s t r o n g  e f f e c t i v e  c r i m i n a l  l a w , a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  a n  a d e q u a t e  a n d  f l e x i b l e
d i v i s i o n  o f  p o w e r s  b e t w e e n  C o m m o n w e a l t h ,  S t a t e ,  T e r r i t o r y. _-
a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .

The  nex t  Hawke  Gove rnmen t  w i l l  have  t he  honou r  o f  o rgan i s ing
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  b i c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s . T h e  e v e n t  w i l l  o f f e r
u s  n o t  j u s t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a s
a  n a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  h o w  w e
c a n  b u i l d  a n  e v e n  b e t t e r  f u t u r e .

SOCIAL SECURITY

T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  s e e k s  a n  e f f i c i e n t  i n c o m e  s e c u r i t y
s y s t e m  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  s t i f l e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  d o e s  n o t  p r o m o t e
a p a t h y  o r  g r e e d , b u t  r a t h e r  g i v e s  a d e q u a t e  a n d  w e l l  m e r i t e d
p a y m e n t s  t o  t h e  l e s s  w e l l  o f f  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y .



.

Labor  has fairly and responsibly protected the l iving
standards of pensioners, the unemployed, children and others
in need. These policies are being progressively integrated
<with o u r  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t r a i n ing ,  t axa t i on  and  hous ing
m e a s u r e s .

T h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m  w e inhe r i t ed  was  we ighed  down  by
r e c o r d  l e v e l s  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  e n t r e n c h e d  p o v e r t y . -

Labor  ha s  concen t r a t ed  on  needs -based  we l f a r e  and  has  m a d e
r e a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  r e v e r s i n g  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  p o o r  w h i c h
characterised  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e
g o v e r n m e n t .

S o m e  e x a m p l e s  o f  changes  i n  r ea l  d i sposab l e  i ncomes  o f  needy
g r o u p s  o v e r  t h e  t w o  p e r i o d s  a r e :

S o l e  paKrent  w i t h  2  c h i l d r e n

M a r r i e d  p e n s i o n e r  c o u p l e  w i t h
2  c h i l d r e n

C o a l i t i o n L a b o r
Government Government
1975-1983 1983-1987.

-4% +lOf

-2% +8% .

L o n g - t e r m  u n e m p l o y e d  s i n g l e  a d u l t
N o t  r e n t i n g  p r i v a t e l y
Renting  pr ivate ly

-19% +21n
-19% +33P

PENSIONERS

W h e n  L a b o r  c a m e  t o  o f f i c e  t h e  p e n s i o n  w a s  2 2 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f
a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  e a r n i n g s . W e  h a v e  l i f t e d  i t  t o  a b o u t  2 4 . 4
p e r  c e n t  o f  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  e a r n i n g s .

T h e  s t a n d a r d  p e n s i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  8 . 1  p e r  c e n t  i n  r e a l
t e r m s  u n d e r  L a b o r , c o m p a r e d  w i t h  a  f a l l  o f  2 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o v e r
t h e  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  G o v e r n m e n t .

P e n s i o n e r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  m a d e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e
n a t i o n a l  t a s k  o f  r e s t r a i n t  b y  a c c e p t i n g  a  d e f e r r a l  o f  t h e
i n d e x a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p e n s i o n  l a s t  y e a r . A c c o r d i n g l y ,  d e s p i t e
t h e  n e e d  t o  p r u n e  s p e n d i n g  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  M a y  S t a t e m e n t ,  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  p e n s i o n  w i l l  b e
i n c r e a s e d  f u l l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  p r i c e  r i s e s . A n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e
n o  c u t s  t o  t h e  p e n s i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  B u d g e t .

A  s e r i e s  o f  m e a s u r e s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  “ p o v e r t y
t r a p s ” w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  1  J u l y  1 9 8 7 . T h e s e  c h a n g e s
w i l l  m e a n  t h a t  p e n s i o n e r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  e a r n  m o r e  p r i v a t e
i n c o m e  e a c h  w e e k  b e f o r e  t h e  p e n s i o n  i s  r e d u c e d . The  income
t e s t  f r e e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  $ 3 0  t o  $ 4 0  f o r  s i n g l e
p e n s i o n e r s  a n d  f r o m  $ 5 0  t o  $ 7 0  f o r  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s ;  a n d  t h e
a d d i t i o n a l  f r e e  a r e a  f o r  e a c h  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d  w i l l  b e  r a i s e d
f rom $6  t o  $12  pe r  week . S e p a r a t e  i n c o m e  t e s t  a r r a n g e m e n t s
f o r  r e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e  a b o l i s h e d ,  g i v i n g  a b o u t  3 0 0 , 0 0 0
p e n s i o n e r s  u p  t o  $ 1 5  e x t r a  a s s i s t a n c e  p e r  w e e k .



L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d
d i g n i t y  f o r  e l d e r l y  a n d  i n v a l i d  p e n s i o n e r s . We wi l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  o f  p e n s i o n e r s  b y
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  r e a l  v a l u e  o f  p e n s i o n  p a y m e n t s . T h e  t a r g e t
o f  2 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  e a r n i n g s  r e m a i n s  o u r  g o a l .

T h e  n e x t  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  t a k e  t w o  f u r t h e r  i n i t i a t i v e s
t o  p r e v e n t  s u d d e n  l o s s  o f  b e n e f i t s  w h e n  p e n s i o n e r s ’
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e :

. L a b o r  w i l l  p o s t p o n e  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s
u n t i l  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a f t e r  p e n s i o n  e n t i t l e m e n t s  e n d . T h i s
w i l l  a s s i s t  p e n s i o n e r s  w h o  j o i n  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  f o r  s h o r t
p e r i o d s  o r  r e c e i v e  p a y m e n t s  w h i c h  c h a n g e  b e c a u s e  o f
c u r r e n c y  f l u c t u a t i o n s  o r s u p e r a n n u a t i o n  a d j u s t m e n t s .

. L a b o r  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  a  s y s t e m  o f  e a r n i n g s  c r e d i t  f o r
p e n s i o n e r s . T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  a l l  p e n s i o n e r s  t o  t a k e
c a s u a l  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  a n  a u t o m a t i c  r e d u c t i o n  i n
p e n s i o n . T h e  c r e d i t  w i l l  a c c r u e  u n t i l  a  m a x i m u m  o f
$ 1 0 0 0  i s  r e a c h e d  i n  e a c h  y e a r .

T o g e t h e r  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  w i l l  c o s t  $2.7m i n  1 9 8 7 - 8 8  a n d
$4.8m i n  a  f u l l  y e a r .

. FAMILIES

L a b o r  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  m a j o r  s t e p s  t o  t a c k l e
t h e  g r e a t  p r o b l e m  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  p o v e r t y . W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y
i n c r e a s e d  f a m i l y  p a y m e n t s  t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  b y  u p  t o
7 0  p e r  c e n t . H o w e v e r  t o d a y  L a b o r  i s  g o i n g  f u r t h e r . Labor
i s  p r o p o s i n g  m a j o r  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  i n c o m e  s u p p o r t  r e g i m e  f o r
l o w  i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s . W e  p l e d g e  t h a t  b y  1 9 9 0  n o - c h i l d  w i l l
n e e d  t o  l i v e  i n  p o v e r t y .

A s  a  f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  s t e p  L a b o r  h a s  t o d a y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  F a m i l y  A l l o w a n c e  S u p p l e m e n t . T h i s
w i l l  s i m p l i f y  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
i n c r e a s e  p a y m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e , a n d  i n t r o d u c e  a  n e w  a l l o w a n c e
f o r  t e e n a g e  c h i l d r e n .

T h e  m a x i m u m  r a t e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e :

. $ 2 2  p e r  c h i l d  p e r  w e e k  ( a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  $ 5  o v e r  t h e
h i g h e s t  p a y m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  A d d i t i o n a l

.__ Pens ion  and  Bene f i t  and  Fami ly  Income  Supp l emen t  wh ich
i t  r e p l a c e s ) ;

. A n  a d d i t i o n a l  p a y m e n t  o f  $ 6  p e r  w e e k  f o r  c h i l d r e n
be tween  13  and  15  yea r s  o ld .

P a y m e n t s  w i l l  n o r m a l l y  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  m o t h e r s .

Fu l l  paymen t  w i l l  be  made  whe re  f ami ly  i ncome  i s  be low  $300
a  w e e k  ( p l u s  $ 1 2  p e r  c h i l d ) , r e d u c i n g  w i t h  h i g h e r  i n c o m e s .
A  f a m i l y  w i t h  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  1 3  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
r ece ive  some  Fami ly  A l lowance  Supp lemen t  Un t i l  f ami ly  i ncome
e x c e e d s  $ 4 5 6  p e r  w e e k . F o r  f a m i l i e s  r e n t i n g  p r i v a t e l y
b e n e f i t  w i l l  n o t  c e a s e  u n t i l  i n c o m e  l e v e l s  a r e  $ 3 0  p e r  w e e k
h i g h e r .



20.

R e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  $ 1 5  p e r  w e e k  w i l l  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  a l l
e l i g i b l e  f a m i l i e s r e n t i n g  p r i v a t e l y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  s a m e
i n c o m e  t e s t . T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  u p  t o  $ 5  p e r
w e e k  i n  r e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  p a i d  t o  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i c i a r i e s .

S o m e  5 1 0 , 0 0 0  f a m i l i e s  a n d  o v e r  1  m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  w i l l
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  n e w  F a m i l y  A s s i s t a n c e  S u p p l e m e n t . T h i s
i n c l u d e s  6 5 , 0 0 0  i n  p r i v a t e  r e n t a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  w h o  w i l l
r e c e i v e  i n c r e a s e d  r e n t  a s s i s t a n c e 7

I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o s t s  o f  f a m i l i e s  w i t h
d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n , L a b o r  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  a  C h i l d  D i s a b i l i t y
A l l o w a n c e  o f  $ 1 1 2  p e r  m o n t h ,  t o  w h i c h  n o  m e a n s  t e s t  w i l l
apply l

T h i s  w i l l  r e p l a c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  H a n d i c a p p e d  C h i l d
A l l o w a n c e , w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  a r b i t r a r y  a n d  i n e f f i c i e n t
d i s t i n c t i o n s  t o  b e  m a d e  b e t w e e n  l e v e l s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y .

T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  castings o f  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  i s  o n
p a g e  1 6 .

D u r i n g  L a b o r ’ s  t h i r d  t e r m  a n  a d e q u a t e  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d  f o r
‘ c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y :

. R a i s i n g  c h i l d  p a y m e n t s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t o t a l  a s s i s t a n c e
.p e r  c h i l d  m o v e s  f r o m  i t s  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  1 1  p e r  c e n t

t o  a t  l e a s t  1 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c o m b i n e d  m a r r i e d  r a t e  o f
p e n s i o n ; and

. E n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  p a y m e n t s  f o r  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n
a t t a i n  a  b e n c h m a r k  o f  2 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c o m b i n e d
m a r r i e d  r a t e .

L a b o r  i n t e n d s , o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  i t s - n e x t  t e r m ,  t o  a m a l g a m a t e
t h e  F a m i l y  A l l o w a n c e  S u p p l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  F a m i l y
A l l o w a n c e  s y s t e m .

. SOLE PARENTS

L a b o r  h a s  i n i t i a t e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  m o r e
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s  t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  s o l e  p a r e n t s
a n d  - t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

L a t e r  t h i s  y e a r  L a b o r  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o
estiiblish  a C h i l d  S u p p o r t  A g e n c y  t o  c o l l e c t  m a i n t e n a n c e
p a y m e n t s  f r o m  n o n - c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s . W e  h a v e  a l l o c a t e d
f u n d s  i n  t h e  M_ay S t a t e m e n t  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  g r e a t e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o l e  p a r e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t r a i n i n g
a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

. UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES

L a b o r  i n t r o d u c e d  i n d e x a t i o n  o f  t h e  a d u l t  r a t e  o f
u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t . L a b o r  w i l l  s e e k  t o  c l o s e  t h e  g a p
b e t w e e n  t h e  a d u l t  r a t e  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t  a n d  t h e
p e n s i o n  l e v e l .
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L a b o r  h a s  t a k e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  a s s i s t  y o u n g
u n e m p l o y e d  p e o p l e . The  new  Job  Sea rch  A l lowance  p rov ide s
p o s i t i v e  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  y o u n g  p e o p l e  e i t h e r  t o  s e e k
e m p l o y m e n t  o r  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t r a i n i n g .

Funds  have  been  ea rmarked  i n  t he  M a y  S t a t e m e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  a
s t r u c t u r e d  p r o g r a m  o f  counselling  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h o s e
who  r ema in  unemployed  fo r  an  ex t ended  pe r i od . D e t a i l s  a r e
be ing  announced  s epa ra t e ly  by  t he  M i n i s t e r  f o r  E m p l o y m e n t
a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s .

L a b o r  w i l l  i m p r o v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c i a l
S e c u r i t y  f o r  i s o l a t e d  a n d  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  i n  r u r a l  a n d
r e m o t e  a r e a s  t h r o u g h  g r e a t e r  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  of  g o v e r n m e n t
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a n d  i m p r o v e d  u s e  o f  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  r e a l  l e v e l s  o f  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e
n e e d y , L a b o r  h a s  t i g h t e n e d  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
a g a i n s t  f r a u d  a n d  o v e r p a y m e n t s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  f i r s t
m a j o r  r e v i e w  o f  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s .

COMMUNITY SERVICES

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  L a b o r  s e t  o u t  a n  a g e n d a
f o r  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t
v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  g r o u p s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y . The
a g e d , p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  h o m e l e s s ,  f a m i l i e s  u n d e r
s t r e s s , h a d  a l l  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  n e g l e c t  a n d  a d
hockery.

The second Hawke Government  es tabl ished a  new Communi ty
S e r v i c e s  p o r t f o l i o  w i t h  a  c h a r t e r  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  i m p r o v e
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e s e  g r o u p s - . A  g r e a t  d e a l  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n
a c h i e v e d .

L a b o r  h a s  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f
c a r e  f o r  t h e  a g e d  a n d  d i s a b l e d  a t  h o m e . F u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s
p u r p o s e  h a s  n e a r l y  d o u b l e d  i n  r e a l  t e r m s .

W e  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e  m o m e n t u m  i n  o u r  t h i r d  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .

U n d e r  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t h e r e
w i l l  b e  m a j o r  a d v a n c e s  i n  o u r  n e x t  t e r m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  f o r  t h e  a g e d :

. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t e r  f i n a n c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  n u r s i n g
h o m e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  c a r e  o f
r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  b e  i m p r o v e d ;

. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g
h o m e  b e d s  a n d  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  f u n d s  b e t w e e n  S t a t e s  a n d
b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  h o m e s  i n  a  S t a t e ;

. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  i n  t h e  t y p e s  o f
f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e ;  a n d
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. S p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f
p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  p e o p l e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m
d e m e n t i a , A b o r i g i n a l s , p e o p l e  o f  n o n - E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g
b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  p e o p l e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s , t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  f u r t h e r  s h i f t  i n
t h e  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  p r o v i d i n g  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  t h r o u g h  n u r s i n g
h o m e s  and2roviding  app rop r i a t e  home  and  communi ty  ca r e  and
h o s t e l  f a c i l i t i e s .

T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  g r e a t e r  c h o i c e  o f  c a r e  f o r  y o u n g e r  p e o p l e
w i t h  a  d i s a b i l i t y  w h o  n o w  l i v e  i n  n u r s i n g  h o m e s  o r  h o s t e l s .

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
n e t w o r k  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d . A l l  m a j o r  c i t i e s  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l
c e n t r e s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  C o m m o n w e a l t h  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
s e r v i c e s . A c c e s s  t o  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s
w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d .

By 30 June  1989, t h e  c o s t - s h a r e d  S u p p o r t e d  A c c o m m o d a t i o n
A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o r
r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  e a c h  y e a r  f o r  s o m e  70-80,000
h o m e l e s s  p e o p l e  o r  p e o p l e  i n  c r i s i s .

HEALTH

T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  b e l i e v e s  i t  h a s  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o
a c h i e v e  b e t t e r  h e a l t h  f o r  a l l  A u s t r a l i a n s  b y  e n s u r i n g
u n i v e r s a l  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a n d  b y  a c t i v e l y
p r o m o t i n g  b e t t e r  h e a l t h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

M e d i c a r e  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  b e t t e r  a n d  f a i r e r  s y s t e m  o f  h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e . N e a r l y  t w o  m i l l i o n  A u s t r a l i a n s  w h o  p r e v i o u s l y
h a d  n o  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  c o v e r a g e  u n d e r
M e d i c a r e . B y  u s i n g  a  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  l e v y  w h i c h  i s  r e l a t e d
t o  i n c o m e - t h e  M e d i c a r e  l e v y  - L a b o r ’ s  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e
s y s t e m  i s  f a i r e r .

M e d i c a r e  m e a n s  n o  A u s t r a l i a n  n e e d  e v e r  f e a r  b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o
a f f o r d  m e d i c a l  o r  h o s p i t a l  t r e a t m e n t . I t  o f f e r s  p r o t e c t i o n
t o  p e n s i o n e r s , t h e  c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  a n d  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  b y
e n s u r i n g  a c c e s s  t o  f r e e  p u b l i c  h o s p i t a l  c a r e  a n d  b y  a l l o w i n g
dire’ct  b i l l i n g  f o r  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s .

L a b o r  i n t r o d u c e d  a  s a f e t y  n e t  p r o v i s i o n  t o  t h e
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  B e n e f i t s  S c h e m e . T h i s  g i v e s  n e w  p r o t e c t i o n
t o  t h e  c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  b y  s e t t i n g  a n  a n n u a l  u p p e r  l i m i t  o n
e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  p u r s u e d  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  b e t t e r  h e a l t h
t h r o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  c a m p a i g n s . We recognise
t h e  n e e d  t o  t r a i n  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b e t t e r ,  t o  p r o m o t e
a n d  f u n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  t o
encou rage  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  workp l ace  and  commun i ty
s e t t i n g s  w h i c h  p r o m o t e  i m p r o v e d  h e a l t h .
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We have set up the Better Health Commission and established
the Australian Institute of  Health. We have run education
programs such as the “Life Be In It”, “AIDS” and “Drug
Offensive” campaigns.

?ie are providing $41.5 mill ion over the next seven years to
fund teaching, training and research in the public health
area.

Labor will provide funds to State Governments so they can
implement programs which will have a real impact on reducing
publ ic  hospita l  wait ing  l i s ts .

The third Hawke Government will make available $25 million a
year over the two year life of the Hospital Waiting List
Assistance Program. This money will be provided to State
Governments on a dollar for dollar basis,  bringing the total
to $100 m i l l i o n .

The funds will be available to States to increase the number
o f  nurses , thereby  increas ing  the ir  hospi ta ls ’  capac i ty  to
provide surgery. They will be able to increase the number
and quality of  their day-care surgeries,  which are
recognised as the most cost-effective way of treating many
p a t i e n t s . Or they will be able to create wards or theatres
specially dedicated to particular kinds of  treatment,  which 1
will  allow hospitals to provide speedier treatment,  and
which will  thus shorten waiting l ists.

IMMIGRATION AND ETHNIC AFFAIRS

Australia has been immeasurably enriched by the contribution
of  migrants  to  our  nat ional  l i fe . It  is  one of  our nation’s
greatest achievements that people from a diverse range of
backgrounds,  race, religion and culture have been accepted
as  fu l l  partners  in  our  nat ional  l i fe .

The Hawke Government takes pride in the role of Labor
Governments in the success of the migration program. The
Chifley Labor Government began the migration program just
after the War. The Whitlam Labor Government expunged the
last traces of  discrimination from our migration policy.

The Hawk@ Government is totally committed to the concept of
Aus_tralia as  a  truly  mult icul tural  soc iety .

Labor believes all  Australians, i rrespect ive  o f  the ir  e thnic
or religious backgrounds, the ir  cu l tural  her i tage  or  the ir
l i n g u i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n , should be able to exercise their
rights and obligations as full and equal members of the
community. We believe multiculturalism is central to any
commitment to social  justice.

The Hawke Government has built an immigration policy which,
through community consultation and careful planning, has
steadi ly  increased . Priority has been given to family
reunion.
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Labor has established the Office of  Multicultural Affairs
and the Advisory Council on Multicultural Affairs to ensure
issues of  concern to Australia ’s  ethnic communities are
understood at the highest level of Government.

The next Hawke Government will concentrate on six major
a r e a s  o f  a c t i v i t y :

. Implementation of the National Policy on Languages. We
are already committed to an integrated package of
initiatives which double the on-arrival component of  the
ESL program; provide substantial funding for community,
trade and Aboriginal languages; and tackle the problem
o f  a d u l t  l i t e r a c y . To meet the challenge we will spend
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $lSm next year,  and $28m  in a full year.

The Government is also committed to maintaining
sufficient levels of  funding flows to general ESL
programs in recognition of  the special  needs of  people
of a non-English speaking background.

. Production of a Green Paper on Immigration. This  wi l l
examine all  aspects of  immigration policy including the
points system. The Green Paper will be produced in
consultation with the whole community.

Extension of  the access and equity strategy. A l l.
Commonwealth Departments and agencies will now be
required to develop three-year plans of  action to ensure
that  a l l  Austral ians , i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  ethnic
o r i g i n , enjoy a ‘ f a i r  go’ in access to Commonwealth
programs and services.

The Of f i ce  o f  Mult icul tural  Af fa irs  wi l l  cont inue  i ts
key advisory and consultative roles. The Advisory
Council on Multicultural Affairs has been asked by the
Prime Minister to translate the principles of
multiculturalism into a series of  long-term concrete
i n i t i a t i v e s  - a National Agenda for a Multicultural
A u s t r a l i a .

. Cutting the delays and backlogs in the immigration
appeals system. We will  do this by increasing the
Immigration Review Panel from 32 to 137 members and by.--
setting up, for  the  f i rs t  t ime, new Panels in Brisbane,
Adelaide and Perth.

. F i n a l l y , we will  ensure that with a steadily expanding
immigration program priority will  be given to the
reunion  o f  fami l ies .

Labor stands for building a richly diverse but cohesive
Australia in which every Australian, whatever his or her
background, can enjoy a fair go.
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V E T E R A N S ’  A F F A I R S

We are all conscious of the enormous and continuing debt of
gratitude we owe to the veterans’ community. These men and
women, many of whom sacrificed their health and well-being
for  th is  country , or who are the relatives of those who have
made the supreme sacrifice, have special needs which the
Labor Government has long recognised.

But those needs are changing as the veterans’ community
ages. This factor is of prime importance in determining
Labor’s approach to veterans.

The future needs of the veteran community can be met only by
a modern and efficient care delivery system.

By the year 2000 the number of veterans [and others] aged
over 75 who are in the Government’s care will treble. They
will  comprise the vast majority of  our beneficiaries. o u r
Repatriation hospitals system will  therefore have to place
greater emphasis on long-term care and treatment, and to
continue to make substantial investment in specialised
equipment and training. Since 1983 the Labor Government has
invested $70 million in upgrading and expanding Repatriation .
hospitals to provide for these changes. ’

Labor is  committed to continuing those repatriation hospital
s e r v i c e s .

One of the most important concerns of veterans has been to
understand and have ready access to their entitlements.
Labor has rationalised Repatriation legislation in the new
Veterans’ Entitlements Act. We have established a
Monitoring Committee to keep the operation of the Act under
scrutiny and to ensure that it  continues to provide an
appropriate basis for the administration of  veterans’
programs. We will refer to that Committee the issue of
higher compensation to 100 per cent General Rate pensioners
whose disabilities have worsened after age 65 on retirement.

The.Australian  War Memorial will continue to receive the
funds  needed to  enable  i t  proper ly  to  fu l f i l  i t s  essent ia l
role of commemorating Australians who served and died in the
defence of  our country.

In  a  t ime o f  f inancia l  restra int ,  an  indicat ion  o f  Labor ’ s
commitment to veterans has been the share of Government
outlays directed to them. These have continued to increase
over the last four years. Labor will maintain this
ambitious program. A few examples are:

. Compensatory disability pensions will remain tax exempt
and means test free and they will not be assessed as
income in determining service pension entitlements;

. The Veterans’ Childrens Education Scheme will continue
to operate without means testing; and
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An expanded Repatriation Artificial Limb and Appliance
C e n t r e  (R A L A C)  will  be established in Albury as part of
our continuing national improvement program in this
f i e l d . (Funds will be provided from the proceeds of
sale of land at Kenmore Hospita l  in  Queensland. )

While we are obliged to apply to the DFRB superannuation the
discount decision on superannuation paid to former
Commonwealth employees on the grounds that all sectors have
to share the cost of reducing Government expenditure and
maintaining income restraint, the Hawke Government will
legislate to restore these pension levels as soon as
economic circumstances permit.

Labor will  take two further initiatives to assist veterans
in the next Budget.

F i r s t , Labor has decided to extend full medical and hospital
treatment to all returned servicewomen of the Second World
War at a net cost of $0.7m in 1987-88 and $1.4m in a full
year . This will benefit some 939 women not currently
e l i g i b l e .

The extension has been granted at the request of the
ex-service community to meet their wish that this group of
women be compensated for the special disadvantages which
they have suffered as a consequence of  their war service.
In particular a 1985 DVA study showed that many in this
group are now in most diff icult  f inancial  circumstances
resulting in part from discrimination in pay and conditions
during their war service. Many are now elderly, alone and
in poor health.

The extension has been granted on the understanding that it
i s  to  re f lec t  the  spec ia l  c i rcumstances  o f  th is  group o f
service women and is not to be taken as a precedent by other
groups. Indeed the Government has received assurances to
this effect  from the RSL on behalf  of  the ex-service
community generally.

Second, Labor will  seek to provide special  compensation,  of
$lO,~OOO  per person, to surviving Australian servicemen who
were i l legally interned in German concentration camps for a
protracted period during World War 11. The payment is to
reflect the fact that these POW’s were detained i l legally
and subjected to brutal treatment very much harsher than
anything permitted under the terms of the Geneva Convention.
This  wi l l  provide  spec ia l  recognit ion  for  a  group o f
Australian servicemen not previously acknowledged by
Austral.ian  Governments. Compensation will be provided on
the understanding that it  reflects special  circumstances and
is not to be taken as a precedent.

With the changes already put in place, and the improvements
planned for the future, veterans and their dependents will
be guaranteed the secure and dignified l i fe they deserve.
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We will maintain a separate Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
The Hawke Government has enjoyed a warm relationship with
the veterans’ community and is grateful for the constructive
approach and close cooperation of the RSL.

HOUSING

Labor recognises  that strong employment growth and lower
mortgage rates are the greatest assistance we can give to
the housing industry, the aspiring home owner and to those
in need.

Labor’s budgetary and wages policies have created the
climate for home interest rates to fall . Recent movements
in interest rates indicate that the strategy is working.
Banking representatives and the Housing Industry Association
have foreshadowed continued falls  in the interest rate
regime.

The home ownership aspirations of all Australians were under
jeopardy when Labor came to power in 1983. The
Fraser/Howard years left housing industry activity at a 20
year low.

The prospect for families to own a home is much greater
under Labor. Housing commencements have averaged 137,000 a
year  in  Labor ’ s  f i rs t  four  years , compared with an average
of 130,000 a year under the previous Government and just
105,000 in the last year of that Government.

Labor’s widely acclaimed First Home Owners Scheme has
assisted 250,000 people to buy their own homes.

Funds available for public housing have been increased by 42
per cent in real terms under Labor, to help provide homes
for those who otherwise could not afford them. More than
52,000 new public rental dwellings have been built or
purchased, and over 42,000 home loans have been provided to
low income households from these funds.

In March 1987, the Government announced a new housing
package that involves-continued strong support for public
housing, increased assistance to f irst  home buyers,
maintenance of  the 13 l/2 per cent ceiling on pre-April 1986
loans , and changes to savings bank regulations to release up
to $900 million additional funds for home lending.

Labor has a continuing commitment to assisting Australians
into their own homes, and to providing assistance to people
in need. Housing will  continue to be a priority for the
third Hawke Labor Government.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Labor will maintain a forceful Commonwealth presence in the
f i e l d  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  A f f a i r s . The Hawke Government will not
a b d i c a t e  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,
but will continue to work with the States on a co-operative
b a s i s .
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Labor renews its commitment to the unique culture and
heri tage  o f  the  or ig inal  Austral ians . A s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  w i l l
be made to ensure that Commonwealth programs are accessible
to Aboriginal women.

Environmental health initiatives,  targeted at reducing the
inroads  o f  so -ca l led  l i festy le  d iseases ,  wi l l  be  g iven
greater emphasis. These programs will be implemented
wherever possible through community controlled Aboriginal
Medica l  Serv ices .

In recognition of  the crucial  importance of  education to the
future of  Aboriginal people,  we will  aim to double the
number of Aboriginal students who complete Year 12 within
the term of the next Government. We will ensure that school
curricula continue to be developed which give due
recognition to the contribution and role of  Aborigines in
A u s t r a l i a n  s o c i e t y .

Consistent with the recommendations of the Miller Report,
Labor will continue to give greatest emphasis to programs
which facil itate the economic development of  Aboriginal
communities. A start has already been made through, for
example, a major expansion of the Community Development
Employment Program and the new Community Employment and
Enterprise Development Scheme introduced by Labor in the
last Budget.

In the l ight  o f  s tat is t i ca l  ev idence  which  demonstrates  the
very real shortage of  adequate shelter in Aboriginal
communities, the Government will continue to develop a range
of programs to meet their needs.

In the area of  land rights and heritage protection,  Labor
wi l l  cont inue  to  fac i l i tate  land transfers  and land
purchases  in  a l l  States .

Continued support and encouragement for Aboriginal art,
culture and heritage will  be a prime focus of  this
Government’s agenda in Aboriginal Affairs.

Aust.ralia’s  f irst Aboriginal owned and controlled commercial
television station has been established,  and there are now
over-30  Abor ig inal  radio  broadcasters . Labor will  continue
to support the involvement of  Aboriginal people in
broadcast ing .

Labor will  initiate a major effort to reduce the
over -representat ion  o f  Abor ig inal  people  in  pr isons . The
conclusions and recommendations of  the recently initiated
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission’s Inquiry into
Abor ig inal /Pol i ce  Relat ions  wi l l  be  cons idered ,  and
appropr iate  act ion  taken at  the  ear l iest  opportunity .

,
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WOMEN

Throughout our first two terms Labor has worked hard to make
sure that all women in Australia have a say, a choice and a
fa ir  go .

Nearly 60 per cent of the jobs created under Labor have gone
to women and girls.

Labor’s  child care policies have greatly enhanced the
opportunities for women to participate more fully in the
community at large. Labor will honour its pledge in the
1 9 8 4  e lect ion  to  create  an  addit ional  20 ,000  p laces .

Labor has created more child care places than in the
previous history of  Federation. Next year we will be
funding 106,000 places, compared with just 46,000 when we
came to off ice - an increase of 60,000 or 130 per cent.

Labor will  continue to support adequate provision of  child
c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s . We will  be initiating consultations with
interested people and groups to determine whether any
changes need to be made to the current mix of places.

Payments under Labor’s new package of measures for needy
families normally will  be received directly by mothers.

Our program of action for women will be informed by the
views and aspirations of women across Australia. We are
drawing up an Agenda for Women right up to the end of the
century. O u r  object ive  i s  to  improve  the  qual i ty  o f  l i fe
for women who seek their fulfilment predominantly in the
home, and for women who seek greater opportunity in the
workforce.

In the comprehensive consultations we undertook in
developing our National Agenda some issues were raised so
often and with such consistency that they must be addressed
immediately.

Domestic violence was the most prominent of those issues.
We .will mount a campaign over the next three years aimed at
reducing the incidence of  domestic violence in the
community. Labor will fund a $l.Sm education campaign to
promote community awareness of the problem, to develop
police and other training material and to develop
educational aids for use by teachers in schools. We want to
see an Austra‘iia which is free from violence in the  home and
we will  make this issue a national priority.

The education of  girls  is  also a central  issue for women.
Over the next two years we will spend $1 million on a
project designed specif ically to increase the number of
girls taking maths and science subjects at the senior
secondary school  level . Young girls will  have increased
opportunities to choose careers in areas where they have not
been well  represented before.
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T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p r e v e n t i v e
h e a l t h  c a r e  b y  f u n d i n g  a  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  f o r  n a t i o n a l
mammograph ic  s c r een ing , a n d  a  c e r v i c a l  c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g
s e r v i c e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  r u r a l  w o m e n . These  in i t iat ives
w i l l  c o s t  o v e r  $ 1  m i l l i o n  i n  1 9 8 7 - 8 8 ,  a n d  $2m i n  t h e  s e c o n d
y e a r .

I t  i s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  i t s  W o m e n  I n  S p o r t
p o l i c y , tihen f inal ised  later  this  year ,  wi l l  provide  a
dynamic and flexible framework for future action and change.

YOUNG AUSTRALIANS

M a j o r  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  y o u t h  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a r e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
t r a i n i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  j o b  p r o s p e c t s ,  p e a c e  a n d
d i s a r m a m e n t , t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e  d r u g  p r o b l e m  a n d  c u l t u r e .
Y o u n g  p e o p l e  a r e  t h i s  n a t i o n ’ s  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  - A u s t r a l i a ’ s
f u t u r e  i s  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s .

Labor’s education and training initiatives are outlined on
pages 12-13. Our efforts in peace and disarmament are
summarised on pages 37-39 and our environmental achievements
and objectives on page 32. Laborhas  launched an offensive
on drug abuse with the States.

L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  y o u n g
A u s t r a l i a n s . A u s t r a l i a  h a s  a  v i b r a n t  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l
c o n t e m p o r a r y  m u s i c  i n d u s t r y , b u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n  u n t a p p e d
wealth of  musical talent in young Australians which fails to
gain its just recognition and reward - not from lack of
merit but from want of opportunity.

In partnership with the Australian music industry, Labor
will  set up a non-profit  company to provide support for
young Australian performers and technicians to develop their
t a l e n t s . This will  complement initiatives already taken by
the music industry in conjunction with the Australian Trade
Commission to encourage the export of Australian music.

FIGHTING CRIME AND INJUSTICE

Australia needs strong and effective laws which provide for
the prevention of  crime, the  protect ion  o f  personal  sa fety
and the security of the community. Labor will  also continue
to  negot iate  b i latera l  t reat ies  to  ensure  internat ional
co -operat ion  in  deal ing  with  the  invest igat ion  o f  cr iminal
a c t i v i t y .

Labor will continue to develop safeguards for consumers
while removing unnecessary constraints on business.
Pr ior i ty  wi l l  be  g iven to  the  recent ly  announced in i t iat ives
on product safety, f o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p a c k a g i n g
a n d  l a b e l l i n g .

W e  w i l l  a l s o  i m p l e m e n t  c h a n g e s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f
t h e  F a m i l y  C o u r t  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  m a t t e r s  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  m o r e
e x p e d i t i o u s l y . T h e s e  c h a n g e s  w i l l  l e s s e n  t h e  b u r d e n s  o n
j u d g e s  w h o  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e x  p e r s o n a l  a n d
e m o t i o n a l  i s s u e s  w h i c h  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  C o u r t .
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I t  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  L a b o r  P a r t y  p o l i c y  t h a t  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  l e g a l  r i g h t s  d e p e n d s  o n  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o
e f f e c t i v e  r e m e d i e s . T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
p r o v i d e  a n  a d e q u a t e fo rum fo r  t he  r ev i ew o f  Gove rnmen t
a c t i o n s  b y  a g g r i e v e d  c i t i z e n s . Labor  i s  examin ing  ways  to
s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A p p e a l s
T r i b u n a l .

W e  recognise  t h a t  e q u a l i t y  b e f o r e t h e  l a w  i s  a c h i e v a b l e  o n l y
w h e n  a l l  p a r t i e s  h a v e  a c c e s s t o  a n  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  l e g a l
a i d . Labor will  continue its efforts to ensure t ha t  an
e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o p e r a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a .

I n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  t h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  d e v e l o p  n e w
d i r e c t i o n s  i n  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  s e c u r i t i e s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w h i c h
w i l l  b e s t  s e r v e  b u s i n e s s , w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f
t h e  w i d e r  A u s t r a l i a n  c o m m u n i t y . T h e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i l l  b e
d e s i g n e d  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  a n d
e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  e x i s t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  a n d
s t r e a m l i n e  m a n y  o f  t h e  u n n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i m p o s e d  o n
b u s i n e s s .

T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  i t s
i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  law.enforcement. W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e
a d e q u a t e  r e s o u r c e s , e q u i p m e n t  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  s o
t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  A u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  F e d e r a l
P o l i c e  ( A F P )  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B u r e a u  o f  C r i m i n a l
I n t e l l i g e n c e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  i n  t a c k l i n g
s e r i o u s  c r i m e .

W e  w i l l  r e n e w  t h e  m a n d a t e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  A u t h o r i t y
b e y o n d  t h e  J u n e  1 9 8 9  s u n s e t  c l a u s e  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h
e s t a b l i s h e d  i t .

S ince  t he  Hawke  Gove rnmen t  c ame  to  power  t he  AFP’s staff
r e sou rce s  have  been  i nc r ea sed  by  21 per  cent  (535  persons) .
This achievement has fulfilled the Government’s 1984
election commitment to spend $10 million in recruiting a
larger force and $7 million on upgrading the AFP’s c o m p u t e r
c a p a c i t y . A  f u r t h e r  t h r e e  y e a r  r e s o u r c e  p r o g r a m m e  w i l l
c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e
A F P .  a s  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  p r i m a r y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y . The
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  A F P  i s  g i v e n  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s
t o  r e c r u i t  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  s t a f f  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s
sen’sitive  i n v e s t i g a t o r y  t a s k s .

L a b o r  c r e a t e d  a  n e w  c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  A F P  t o  f o c u s  a s  t o p
p r i o r i t i e s  o n  d r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g ,  o r g a n i s e d  c r i m e  a n d  m a j o r
f r a u d . T h i s  c h a r t e r  e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  AFP’s r e s o u r c e s  a r e
d e p l o y e d  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  t a s k s  f a c i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  i n
i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  m a j o r  o r g a n i s e d  c r i m e .

I n  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d s  c l o s e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e s ,  L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
c o n t r i b u t e  i t s  s h a r e  t o  t h e  f u n d i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f t h e
N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o m m o n  p o l i c e
s e r v i c e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B u r e a u  o f  C r i m i n a l
I n t e l l i g e n c e .
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A  c o a s t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  U n i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  A F P  h a s
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f
t h e  c i v i l  c o a s t a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  p r o g r a m . T h i s  h a s  led t o
c l o s e r  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C u s t o m s  S e r v i c e ,
a n d  b e t t e r  C o m m o n w e a l t h / S t a t e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  t o  i n t e g r a t e
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  r e s p o n s e . L a b o r  w i l l  b e
c o n d u c t i n g  a  f o l l o w - u p  r e v i e w  o f  i t s  C i v i l  C o a s t a l
S u r v e i l l a n c e  P r o g r a m  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  i t  m e e t s  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s
r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a .

L a b o r  w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  N a t i o n a l
F o r e n s i c  S c i e n c e  I n s t i t u t e , a s  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  R e p o r t  o f
t h e  M o r l i n g  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n .

A u s t r a l i a ’ s  a p p r o a c h  t o  c o u n t e r  t e r r o r i s m  i s  n o w  b e i n g
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  C o m m o n w e a l t h / S t a t e
c o - o p e r a t i o n . Ex tens ive  c r i s i s  managemen t  mach ine ry  can  now
b e  a c t i v a t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  t e r r o r i s t  i n c i d e n t  a n y w h e r e  i n
A u s t r a l i a .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v o t e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a  m a i n t a i n s
i t s - p r e p a r e d n e s s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t e r r o r i s t  i n c i d e n t s .

ELECTORAL REFORM

L a b o r  h a s  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  e l e c t o r a l  r e f o r m .
L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  A u s t r a l i a n  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  f a i r e s t  p o s s i b l e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m .

THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE ARTS

T h e  t a s k  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i m p o s e s  a  h e a v y
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y . F o r  A u s t r a l i a n s ,
t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  o n e  s i n c e  w e
h a v e  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  c o u n t r y  o f  u n s u r p a s s e d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a g n i f i c e n c e .

However , p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  u s  t o  f i n d
a  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  w i t h  l e g i t i m a t e  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s . The
Hawke G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  p o i n t  w i t h  p r i d e  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s
A u s t r a l i a  h a s  m a d e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  i n  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  b a l a n c e
a n d  i n  s e c u r i n g  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e r i t a g e ,

The  Labo r  Gove rnmen t  s t opped  t he  F rank l i n  Dam.

W e  w i l l  s a v e  t h e  D a i n t r e e . W e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  p r o c e e d
i m m e d i a t e l y  t o w a r d s  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  W e t  T r o p i c s  o f
N o r t h  E a s t  Q u e e n s l a n d , w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  D a i n t r e e
R a i n f o r e s t , t o  t h e  w o r l d  H e r i t a g e  L i s t .

L a b o r  h a s  e x t e n d e d  t h e  G r e a t  B a r r i e r  R e e f  M a r i n e  P a r k  f r o m
1 4  p e r  c e n t  t o  9 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  B a r r i e r  R e e f  R e g i o n .

We  dec l a r ed  S t age  2 of  Kakadu  Na t iona l  Pa rk  and  have
n o m i n a t e d  i t  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  H e r i t a g e  L i s t . We have made
m i n i n g  i n  t h e  P a r k  i l l e g a l . W e  a r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  S t a g e  3  o f  K a k a d u  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .
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T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  m a d e  i t  i l l e g a l  t o  l o g  t h e
Lemon thyme  and  Sou the rn  Fo re s t s  wh i l e  a  f a i r  and  open
i n q u i r y  i s  h e l d  i n t o  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s
t o  l o g g i n g  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s .

We have saved Shelburne Bay, o n  t h e  C a p e  Y o r k  P e n i n s u l a ,
f rom sand  min ing .

The  Labo r  Gove rnmen t  w i l l  no t  a l l ow  sand  min ing  on  F ra se r  o r
Moreton  I s l a n d s .

We  have  nomina t ed  U lu ru  Na t iona l  Pa rk  fo r  t he  Wor ld  Her i t age
L i s t . ._

T h e  t h i r d  H a w k e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e
f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S t r a t e g y  f o r
A u s t r a l i a . W e  w i l l  d e v e l o p  a  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  s t r a t e g y
a g r e e d  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  u n i o n s  a n d
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .

L a b o r  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  t h e  z o n i n g  p l a n s  f o r  a l l  a r e a s  o f  t h e
G r e a t  B a r r i e r  R e e f  M a r i n e  P a r k .

A n d  w e  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  a  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o t e c t i o n
o f  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .

L a b o r  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  a r t s  a n d
c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

L a b o r  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  f i l m  i n d u s t r y  a t  a  h i g h
l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n . W e  w i l l  r e t a i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  F i l m
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a  C o u n c i l .

W e  w i l l  r a t i o n a l i s e  a r t s  f u n d i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e
Commonwea l t h  s t r uc tu r e  and  w i th  S t a t e  and  Loca l  Gove rnmen t s
t o  e n s u r e  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t
a r t s  f u n d s . A n d  w e  w i l l  r e v i e w  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  i n
A u s t r a l i a  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  i t s  f u l l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  a  n a t i o n a l
i n f o r m a t i o n  n e t w o r k  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

BRGADCASTING

T h e - - l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
y e a r s  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s i n c e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f
t e l e v i s i o n . D e s p i t e  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t ,
l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  n o w  b e e n  p a s s e d  w h i c h :

. A c c e l e r a t e s  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e
f i v e  m i l l i o n  n o n - m e t r o p o l i t a n  A u s t r a l i a n s  d e n i e d  a c c e s s
t o  t h e  s e r v i c e s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n
c o u n t e r p a r t s ;

. E n d s  c r o s s - m e d i a  m o n o p o l i s a t i o n ; and

. A l l o w s  n o n - m e t r o p o l i t a n  v i e w e r s  t o  s e e  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y
l o c a l  d r a m a ,  s p o r t , n e w s  a n d  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  w h i c h  i s
m a d e - p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  s u p e r i o r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  l a r g e
n e t w o r k s .
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We have announced a  program to i n c r e a s e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  FM c o m m e r c i a l  r a d i o  s e r v i c e s ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f o r
regional  and rural  Austral ians , over the next three years.
This  i s  the  largest  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  r a d i o  s i n c e  t h e
Second World  War .

Whilst Labor has committed itself  to this historic expansion
of broadcasting services,  the priority task now is
implementation of the massive planning, technical and
administrative program involved in getting these services to
a i r .

Labor proposes also to reform substantially the Broadcasting
A c t , rendering this nightmarish piece of  legislation
s impler , easier to understand and administer and shorn of
unnecessary burdens currently suffered by licensees and the
Australian Broadcasting Tribunal.

SPORT AND RECREATION

Labor ’ s  ob ject ive  i s  to  o f fer  greater  opportuni t ies  for  more
and more Australians of  all  ages and levels,  including those
l iv ing  in  rural  areas , to get involved in sport and other
s a t i s f y i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

Investment in sport and recreation is an investment both in
the well-being of the Australian community and in the
n a t i o n ’ s  e l i t e  a t h l e t e s . Good domestic competition will
help them to attain world rankings and success in world
c l a s s  f i e l d s .

The Aussie Sports Program which the Government initiated
last  year  i s  the  f i rst  fu l ly  nat ional  developmental  sports
program for children in primary schools across Australia.
This program has already involved over 2,000 primary schools
and encourages children to participate in a range of  sports.
We intend to extend Aussie Sports to secondary schools with
a wider curriculum content.

Funds provided for sports development are also used to
assist with the conduct of  coaching cl inics in country areas
throughout Australia for a variety of  sports.

Many of  Australia ’s  el ite athletes come from country.--
reg ions . Through the Australian Institute of Sport and the
Sports Talent Encouragement Plan of the Sports Commission
our high performance sports people will  continue to receive
individual and team grants and scholarship assistance to
help them achieve sporting excellence and world rankings.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Labor has put the relationship between the Commonwealth and
Local Government on an historic new footing.

The Hawke Government is the first to appoint a Minister
responsib le  spec i f i ca l ly  for  the  re lat ionship  with
Australia ’s  Local Government bodies.
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We have increased f inancial  ass is tance  to  Loca l  Government
by nearly two-thirds. Almost  $640m  is b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  t o
Local Government this year - m o r e  than half  of  i t  in  u n t i e d
grants .

Under Labor, Local Government is being assisted through
innovative and progressive programs in their important task
of  de l iver ing  grass  roots  serv ices  to  a l l  Austra l ians .

The Labor Party recognises  that Australians expect different
levels of government to work in harmony and that they want
to have a say in how their local community develops.

We will produce information and analysis for monitoring and
anticipating change at the local level  so that government
programs are appropriate to varying local conditions-. The
Office of  Local Government will  play a vital  role in this
process .

Within the framework of  Labor’s  rationalisation of  the
public sector we will  develop,  in conjunction with the
Efficiency Scrutiny Unit, an approach to devolving
administrative functions to Local Government, and to
developing new inter-government agreements. These will
encompass broad program purposes, f inancial  arrangements,
needs-based planning pro-cesses and performance measures.

The Government has announced the sale of several valuable
office buildings in Sydney and Melbourne. Replacement
bui ld ings  on  less  valuable  s i tes  wi l l  g ive  considerable
stimulus to the building and construction industry and
generate  jobs .

TERRITORIES

The inclusion of  health matters, s c h o o l s  ( t o  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ) ,
water supply, sewerage, drainage, roads and general works
and maintenance responsibil it ies in the Territories
portfolio has resulted in better overall management of ACT
a f f a i r s . There will be a continued improvement in the
co -operat ive  de l ivery  o f  these  serv ices .

Considerable improvements have also been made to assist the
ACT._economy  grow and diversify. A restructured Canberra
Development Board has been set up with substantial private
sector involvement and impetus.

In placing the ACT on a comparable f inancial footing with
the States and the Northern Territory, we have ensured that
the ACT will  be treated fairly, while recognising Canberra ’s
role as the National Capital.

We will build on the initiatives taken in the community
serv ices  area . Our recently established Community Services
Council and our proposed Community Services Charter will
become a guide to standards of  delivery of  services.



36.

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r o a d  t h r u s t  o f  r e f o r m ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a
b e t t e r  c o - o r d i n a t e d  A C T  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  s o u n d
basis  for  a L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  h a n d  o v e r  t o  t h e  A C T
c i t i z e n s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r u n  t h e i r  o w n  m u n i c i p a l  a n d
t e r r i t o r i a l  a f f a i r s .

I n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s
w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  w i d e n i n g  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  t h r o u g h  t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  divers3fied
d e v e l o p m e n t s  ( e g  t o u r i s m ) , a n d  i m p r o v i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
m a n a g e m e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s .
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III. ENHANCING AUSTRALIA’S ROLE IN THE WORLD

The next Hawke Government will renew its commitment to
seeking a s e c u r e and peaceful world.

Our reputation as a society committed to the rule of law and
to the democratic process will  be steadily built  both in our
efforts within Australia and in the exercise of  our
influence abroad.

FOREIGN POLICY

under Labor, the conduct of  Australia ’s  international
affairs will  continue to be marked by credibil ity,
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , s e l f - r e l i a n c e  a n d  s e l f - r e s p e c t .

whether it is in the United Nations where we recently
completed a successful two-year term on the Security
Counci l ; in the Middle East, where Australian policy is
regarded as honest and fair-minded by Israelis and Arabs
a l i k e ; in the Human Rights Commission in Geneva, where we
continue to speak out against abuses in a number of
c o u n t r i e s ; or in the South Pacific Forum, where we are
showing regional leadership in seeking to facil itate a
resolution of  the crisis-  in Fij i ,  Australia has never stood
higher in the councils of  the world. Its credit  and
credibil ity are unsurpassed in our history.

Our all iance relationship with the United States is ,  as the
talks the Government has had with Secretary Shultz  and
Secretary Weinberger over the last two days have confirmed,
a healthy and constructive partnership of- equals.

As befits two great democracies,  the friendship and trust
which we have built up enables us to differ honestly and
without acrimony, as we have, for example, over the
Strategic  Defense  Ini t iat ive . Our all ies respect this
Government, because we respect ourselves. As we approach
the 21st Century, the Australian/United State relationship
wi l l  be  a  major  force  for  s tabi l i ty  in  the  Pac i f i c .

All Australians can be very proud that the Secretary-General
of .the United Nations Conference on Disarmament told the
Prime Minister in January this year that Australia now
playes a leading role for the cause of peace and disarmament
and that those causes would be better served if other
countr ies  fo l lowed Austral ia ’ s  example  o f  s trong  po l i t i ca l
commitment and technical expertise.

Under Labor, Australia will  sustain the unprecedented
pr ior i ty  and e f fort  i t  i s  devot ing  to  these  v i ta l  i ssues .
Austral ians , particularly our young people,  deserve no less.
The idealism and enthusiasm shown by Australians during the
International Year of Peace last year served as an
inspirat ion  to  a l l  o f  us  in  publ ic  l i fe  to  rededicate
ourse lves  to  th is  great ,  universa l  cause .
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T h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r r e a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  d i s a r m a m e n t  b e t w e e n  E a s t
a n d  W e s t  a r e  b e t t e r  n o w  t h a n  f o r  y e a r s . A u s t r a l i a ’ s  v o i c e
h a s  b e e n  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h o s e  u r g i n g  t h e  s u p e r - p o w e r s
t o w a r d s  m e a n i n g f u l  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

O u r  s t r o n g  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  g i v e n  u s
i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  R e a g a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,
w i t h o u t  c o m p r o m i s i n g  o u r  W e s t e r n  p o l i t i c a l  v a l u e s  a n d
s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s , w e  h a v e  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  s e n s i b l e  a n d
p r a c t i c a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  w i t h o u t  w h i c h
n o  A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  c l a i m  t o  h a v e  a  v i a b l e  p o l i c y
on  d i s a rmamen t .

W e  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c
N u c l e a r  F r e e  Z o n e . I t  i s  a  t e s t i m o n y  t o  o u r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n
n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  g r e a t  i s s u e s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  d i s a r m a m e n t  t o
t h e  s u p e r - p o w e r s  b u t  t o  d o  w h a t  i s  w i t h i n  o u r  c a p a c i t y  t o
d e t e r m i n e  o u r  d e s t i n y  a n d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e
a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  o u r  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  n e i g h b o u r s .

Unde r  Labor , A u s t r a l i a  h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  a t  t h e  U n i t e d
N a t i o n s  i n  s e e k i n g  t o  o u t l a w  a l l  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  b y  a l l
s t a t e s  i n  a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  f o r  a l l  t i m e  t h r o u g h  a
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  T e s t  B a n  T r e a t y . S u c h  a  T r e a t y  i s  t h e  f i r s t
r e q u i s i t e  t o w a r d s  e n d i n g  t h e  n u c l e a r  a r m s  r a c e  a n d
u l t i m a t e l y  r i d d i n g  t h e  w o r l d  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s . The
c u r r e n t  r e l a x a t i o n  i n  E a s t - W e s t  t e n s i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  n e w
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e p t .

Unde r  Labor , a s  A u s t r a l i a  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  i t s  e c o n o m y , s o  o u r  c o u n t r y  w i l l  q u i c k e n
t h e  p a c e  o f  i t s  e n m e s h m e n t  i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  _of
t h e  A s i a - P a c i f i c  r e g i o n , t h e  f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  e c o n o m i c  r e g i o n
i n  t h e  w o r l d .

W e  w i l l  s e e k  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  o u r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t ,
m o d e r n i s i n g  g i a n t ,  C h i n a , w i t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s u p e r - p o w e r ,
J a p a n , n o w  i t s e l f  i n  a  p r o c e s s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r a l
c h a n g e , a n d  w i t h  t h e  ASEAN c o u n t r i e s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  g r o u p i n g s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

T h e  d y n a m i s m  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  P a c i f i c  p o s e s  f a r - r e a c h i n g
c h a l l e n g e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  A u s t r a l i a . I t s  e m e r g e n c e  a s
o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  n e w  e n g i n e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  e c o n o m y  i s  a
r e m i n d e r  t o  u s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  d e v e l o p  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  s k i l l s  a n d
specialisations, a n d  t h a t  w e  m u s t  f a c i l i t a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d
t r a d e  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  v a s t  r e g i o n . W e  l i t e r a l l y
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  f a i l .

B u t  t h e  p a t h  w e  h a v e  s e t  o u t  u p o n  i n  f o u r  y e a r s  o f
Government - t h r o u g h  t h e  d e r e g u l a t i o n  o f  o u r  f i n a n c i a l
s y s t e m , t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s u c h  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  c o n c e p t s  a s
t h e  c a r  a n d  s t e e l  p l a n s , t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  a r t i f i c i a l
i n v e s t m e n t  b a r r i e r s - p o i n t s  t h e  w a y  a h e a d  f o r  A u s t r a l i a
into the 1990s a n d  b e y o n d .

I n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l , a s  i n  d o m e s t i c  a f f a i r s ,  A u s t r a l i a  u n d e r
L a b o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  t a k e  a  p r i n c i p l e d  s t a n d  a g a i n s t
r a c i s m , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n .
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W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  t a k e  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o m m u n i t y  i n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  e v i l  o f  a p a r t h e i d  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .
U n l e s s  t h e  s o u t h  African  r e g i m e  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  s i t  d o w n  a n d
n e g o t i a t e  s e r i o u s l y  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b l a c k
community , a  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  t h e r e  w h i c h  w i l l
o v e r s h a d o w  t h e  a p p a l l i n g  v i o l e n c e  w h i c h  h a s  o c c u r r e d  o v e r
t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s . T h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  l e d  u s  t o  l a u n c h
t h e  E m i n e n t  P e r s o n s  G r o u p  i n i t i a t i v e . T r a g i c a l l y ,  w h e n  t h e
Group  appea red  t o  be  on  t he  ve rge  o f  a b r e a k t h r o u g h ,  t h e
a p a r t h e i d  r e g i m e  f i r s t  s u b v e r t e d  t h e n  r e j e c t e d  i t .

DEFENCE

T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  p o l i c y  o f  d e f e n c e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  h a s
l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  d e f e n c e  s t r a t e g y  t h r o u g h
t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y . O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  L a b o r
w i l l  b u i l d  o n  t h o s e  f o u n d a t i o n s  t o  m a k e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  a
r e a l i t y .

L a b o r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  f u n d s  f o r  d e f e n c e .
T h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  Defence  W h i t e  P a p e r  w i l l  b e
m e t  i n  f u l l .

T h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  d e f e n c e
i n v e s t m e n t  p r o g r a m  i n  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  p e a c e t i m e  h i s t o r y . Over
t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s , t h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  i n v e s t  $24
b i l l i o n  i n  d e f e n c e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s . O v e r  $7
b i l l i o n  w i l l  b e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s . Th i s  p rog ram
o f  i n v e s t m e n t  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  a
s e l f - r e l i a n t  d e f e n c e  p o s t u r e .

T o p  p r i o r i t y  i s  g i v e n  t o  f i l l i n g  u r g e n t  g a p s  i n  o u r  d e f e n c e
f o r c e  s t r u c t u r e .

. M o r e  u n i t s  b a s e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  W e s t  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,
i n c l u d i n g  b a s i n g  h a l f  t h e  f l e e t  i n  W A ;

l New submarines , t o  g i v e  u s  l o n g - r a n g e  s t r i k i n g  p o w e r  t o
m a k e  o u r  o c e a n s  s e c u r e ;

. A  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  l i g h t ,  f a s t ,  l o n g  r a n g e  ;;;ships, t o
h e l p  f u l f i l  o u r  r e g i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;

- -
. A  mob i l e , h a r d - h i t t i n g  a r m y  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t

h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  m e e t  a n y  i n c u r s i o n .

T h e  L a b o r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a n d  d e v e l o p  o u r  a l l i a n c e s
a n d  r e g i o n a l  d e f e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

W e  wiil o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  m a k e  a  f u l l e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n
t o  o u r  a l l i a n c e s  b y  e n h a n c i n g  o u r  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  A t
t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w e  w i l l  d e v e l o p  o u r  a l l i a n c e s  i n  c r i t i c a l
a r e a s  l i k e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e x c h a n g e  i n t o  a  m o r e  m a t u r e  a n d
e q u a l  p a r t n e r s h i p . .
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O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s , L a b o r ’ s  e m p h a s i s  o n  e n h a n c e d
d e f e n c e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  W e s t
P a c i f i c  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a c i f i c  P a t r o l  B o a t
p r o g r a m  a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  d e f e n c e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s
d e s i g n e d  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  s e c u r i t y  n e e d s .

C o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
t h r o u g h  t h e  F i v e  P o w e r  Defence_Arrangement,  will  b e
r e i n f o r c e d  a f t e r  t h e  p h a s i n g  o u t  o f  M i r a g e s  b y  r e g u l a r
r o t a t i o n a l  d e p l o y m e n t s  o f  F-18's  and  F-111’s a n d  o t h e r
a i r c r a f t .

W e  w i l l  a l s o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f
e m p l o y m e n t  o f  o u r  d e f e n c e .  f o r c e  p e r s o n n e l .

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t e r m  o f  G o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e
Defence H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f
d e f e n c e  h o u s i n g  a n d  g i v e  s e r v i c e  f a m i l i e s  g r e a t e r  c h o i c e .
And  we  wi l l  unde r t ake  a  p rog ram to  spend  $750 m i l l i o n  o v e r
t e n  y e a r s  t o  b u i l d  a n d  r e f u r b i s h  d e f e n c e  h o u s e s .

W e  w i l l  r e f o r m  s e r v i c e  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  s p e c i a l
p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  a  s e r v i c e  cdreer p l a c e s  o n - f a m i l i e s ,  a n d
p r o v i d e  p r o g r a m s  t o  g i v e  s e r v i c e  f a m i l i e s  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n a l
a n d  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
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