Sociological analysis of the film "Turtles Can Fly"
According to the social movements theory of Neil
Smelser

Abstract

Sociological analysis of the film is one of the recent branches of the social sciences. This
paper tends to investigate a movie by Bahman Ghobadi named "Turtles Can Fly" through
looking glass of “Extrovert criticism" and by using “shaping approach”. To do so, the
ideas of thinkers and scholars regarding "social movements were reviewed with an
emphasis on ideas of “Neil Smelser” used to analyze the movie. Comparing the six-stage
theory of "the emergence of social movements" makes it clear that the plot
development of the film is corresponded with the ideas of Smelser. Consequently, this
paper confirms the analytic functions of the used theory for reading films with a similar
theme. Also, it is recommended that scriptwriters can use such model to write
screenplay of the film similar to the studied movie.

Keywords: Social movements, sociology, Smelser, art, cinema.
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