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PREFACE
R E A D E R

HE Prophecies of the Old Teftament

feem to have been lefs ftudied, and
more mifunderftood, than any other part of
the facred writings; and indeed this is no=
thing more than what might have been ex-
pected from the very nature of them. Pro_
phecies, by which I here mean predictions of
things future, are for the moft part exprefied
in obfcure terms, or fet forth in an allegorical
manner in vifions, by vifible reprefentations
of beafts, birds, &c. It is no wonder there-
fore, that fuch Prophecies as relate to events
yet future, fhould be either not underftood
at all, or mifinterpreted.

In the firft ages of Chrxﬁlamty, they who
attempted any explication of the facred Pro-
phecies, confined themfelves chiefly to fuch
as feemed to them to relate to the f7/f coming -
of our Lord and Saviour, and to the calling
of the Gentiles, which began to.be accom-

A3 plithed
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plithed in thofe days.  As to the reft of the

predicions, which are by far the greater part,

they either paffed them by, or - applied them
in an allggorical way to the events abovemen-
tioned, or to the ftate of the Chriftian Church
at that time. Nor are thefe their mifapplications
to be wondered at, as the obfcurity of many of
the fcripture Prophcc:es feems to have been
defigned on purpo;e that they fhould not be
generally underftood, till at, or near, the times.
of their accomplx(hment _After the firft ages,
when the church, by an acceffion of wealth
and power, was fo corrupted as to mind lit-

tle elfe but the enriching itfelf, to the ne-.

glect of fcriptural ftudies in general, it is not
ftrange the ftudy of the Prophecies thould
be difcouraged, and almoft wholly ncglc&ed
for which alfo another reafon may be given,
%72, that thofe few who applied themfelves
to the explication of them, during this long
continued ecclefiaftical tyranny, feldom failed
to find in them fome predictions of the
grofs errors and fuperftitions which were pro-
moted and upheld by their ecclefiattical fupe-
riors. Upon thefe accounts it is, that, during
the papal tyranny, we have fo very few, and
. thofe erroneous explications of the Scripture
Prophecies in general. But when the Refor-
mation began to take place, and the facred
. . fcnpture,
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fesiptire, which had been long fhut up from
the people, was again laid open for the pe-
rufal of all Chriftians, the ftudy of the pro-
phgtxc@l parts -began to revive, and fome very
confiderable advances were made toward a
right underftanding of them. Many of them
were with great judgment proved to be already
accomplifhed, and the events to which they
related pointed out, and alfo probable con-
je@utes advanced concerning fome of thofe
which are yet future. Amongft thofe who
bayc%fuccefsfully laboured in this branch of
theology, I know nonc who deferves more to -
be remembered than our countryman JosePu
MepE, who was the firft (of Englifh writers
at leaft) who gave us any confiftent or proba-
ble explications of the Prophecies. His many
learned and judicious interpretations of the
Prophecies, in the Revelations to St. fobn
and Daniel, will make this evident to any one
who fhall confult his works, which I would
recommend to every perfon who is defirous of
making a progrefs in prophetic ftudies. Since
his time we have had feveral learned and ju~
 dicious expofitors, who have, in fome points,
improved upon him; amongft whom I cannot
forbear mentioning Dr. NEwToON, the prefent
bithop of Briffel, whole Differtations on the
Prophecies are, upon the whole, pcrhaps ‘ot
A4 o to
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ta be equalled by any thing that has hithegto:
, been publithed on that fubje&t. But notwith.
flanding the very confiderable: improvements:
which have ‘been made in the fludy of the;
prophetical parts of feriptuse, fince the time of
the Reformation, yet almoft all: the writers on:
this fubject, .that I have met with, feem to
me to have run, more or lefs, into the follow-
ing error : They have ganerally applied the
Prophecies relating to the reftoration of: the!
Fews and the ten tribes, and the confequent
' happy ftate of that nation, and alfo of the |
" whole Chriftian world, which is to happen in
the latter times, (and whichi is frequently ftiled
in feripture, the reign or kingdom of Chrift) -
to the church of Chrift, as- it -has hitherto
. fubfifted in the world ; applying the words
Ifrael, the feed of Abrabam and Ferufalem, in
an allegorical fenfe to Chriffians, or the Chrif
tian church in general, whenever they meet
with them with a promife of great happinefs
annexed ; whereas the great happinefs, which
is the principal fubjet of all the Old-Tefta-
ment Prophets, appears to me to be no way
applicable to any ftate of Chriftianity that has
ever yet exifted, but to.relate to the conver-
fion and reftoration of the /iteral Ifrael, the
Fews and ten tribes, in the latter times, and
to that rexgn of Chrift when the church

. 4 S (hall
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fhall ‘be séumpbant ; before which perlod I
apprehend it to be only .a church miktant,
" either fuffering . perfecution, or - ftruggling:
with herefy, error, and fuperftition. That! "
the kingdom of HEAVEN, of CHRIsT, ot
of Gobp,- {all - which are fynonimous tering).
is already come, tho’ aflerted by moft of ous
theological writers, is in my judgment a po-
fition by no means agrde’able to fcripture s for
‘we are told, Rev. xi. 15. that affer the fe-
venth angel. had founded (and. not before)
phere were great woices im beaven, faying, the
kingdems " éf shis world are BECOME the king=
dems of oxr Lovd and.of bis Chrift, and be fbal}
teign for ever and- ever. Now it is -evident,
from the order of that book, that the found-
ing of the feventh trumpet was to bé preceded
by a long feries of diftrefs, perfecution, and
corruption, that thould happen to the church,
and marny fevere judgments and woes which
fhould be infli¢ted upon her corrupters ; can
it -therefere be-imagined, that by the reign qf
Chrift, whxch (whenever it is mentioned in
feripture) is reprefented as a flate of great
peace, purity, and happinefs, can be meant any
period of time that has yet exifted fince the
origin of Chriftianity ? Has there been any
period entirely free from wars, perfecutions,
berefies, or corruptions 2 and have not fome of
thefe penods been produive of fuch blood-

thed
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thed and diftréfs, -as can- hardly be equalled.
" ip any times, even.before this fuppofed begin-
ning of tke kingdom -of Chrift »* So true have
beest the words: of .our Lord, when he faid,

he came not (a€ that his. firft coming) fo fend
peace upon the earth, byt a fiword. Matt. x. 34.
And agreeably to this potion; he has directed
Us to-pray to Gon for the coming-of his king-
dom, in that incomparable form of wordg
which he hath_taught us; which. petition
would be inipropcr for us to make ufe of if
this kmgdom were already come.: Itisindeed
faid, in. feveral places of the New 'I‘eﬁament

that the kingdomi “of God,_or .of Heaven, is at.
band. . In anfwer . to this, I (hall obferve, in
the words of the learned Mr. Mepe afore-
mentioned *, that ¢ the kingdom of Chrifk
¢ hath a twofola’ flate s the one militant, con=
¢ fifting in a perpetual warfare and manifold
“_!uﬁ'c;nnge which is the prefent ftate, begun
¢ at his firft coming, when -be afeended up intq
¢ beaven to fit at the right band of God; the
¢ fecond flate is the triumphant ftate, which
¢ fhall be at his _fecond appearing in glory in
¢ the clouds of heaven, at what time he /ball
¢ put dywn all autherity, power, and rule, and
¢ fubdueall his enemies under his feet, &c.’

. Mws s works, Book I, Dxfc. XXV, p. 104.
_This
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This latter is the kingdom which'we pray for
“and expe@. * ¢ If any fay that the Apoftle °
_ ¢ here fpeaks of the kingdom of glory in beayen,
¢ and not of the kingdom of grace on earib;
¢ Ireply, that he fpeaks of fuch a fubjeion,
< whereof the rifing of the-dead fhall be the
¢ laf} aé? of all, and which fhy]l be.before he
¢ yields up the kingdom to the Fathery:bpt -
¢ neither of thele can be affirmed of the
¢ kingdom of glory, but the contrary, viz. the
¢ rifing of the dcad is at the beginning, and not
< at the end of the kingdom of glory ; and o
¢ isalfo the yielding up of bis kingdem unto his
¢ Father.” . By the kingdom of God. or of
Qbrz | inits fall and compleat meanijng, or;
as it is .always reprefented as a ftate of purity,
peace, and bappinefs, can be meant nothing
lefs than that zboufand years reign of Chuift
which is foretold in the Rewvelations, and to
which a very great part of the Prophecies of -
the Oid Teftament do moft evidently relate,
as I tha]l hereafter endeavour to make appear.
This millepnium has indeed, been a very un-
fafhionable dactrine for thefe laft fourteen cen-
turies, but it were very eafy to fthow, that it
was generally believed in the more early ages
of the church, efpecially in thofe neareft to

~ the apoftolic age. I fhall only mention two
or three paﬁégcs as a fpecxmen of what might
be
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be produced to this ‘purpofe. - St. Barnabas
explaining thefe words: ¢ 4nd God made in
Six days the works of his bands, and be finifbed
them on the feventh day, and be refled in it, and
fanitified it, fays, ¢ Confider, children, what
¢ this fignifies, He finsfbed them in fix days :
¢ It fignifies this; that the Lord will finith all
< things in fix thoufand years ; for a day with
~ ¢ him is as a thoufand years, as he himfelf
¢ teftifies, faying, Bebold this day fball be as
¢ & thoufand’ years. Therefore, children, in
¢ fix days ; that is, in fix thoufand years fhall
¢ all things be confummated. .dnd be reffed
¢ the feventh day: This fignifies, that when
¢ his fon fhall come, and fhall abolith the
¢ feafon of the wicked one, and thall judge
¢ the ungodly, and fhall change the fun, and
¢ the moon, and the ftars, then fhall he reﬁ
¢ glorioufly in that feventh day-*.’

Fuftin Martyr, inthe fecond ccntury, de-
clares the millennium to be the catholic doCtrine
of histime: ¢ I, and as many as are ortho~
¢ dox Chriftians in all refpe@s, do acknow-
¢ ledge, that there thall be a refurrection of
¢ the fleth, (meaning the firff refurreétion)
¢ and a thoufand years in erufalem, rebuilt,
¢ and adorned, and enlarged, as the Prophets

% 8. Barnabe, epitt. cap. xv. cdit, Cotelerii st Clereci.

¢ Ezckiel
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¢ Bzekiel and Yaiab, and others, unanimoufly
¢ atteft.” Afterward he fubjoins: ¢ A certain
¢ man among us, Whofe name was Jobn, one
« of the apoftles of Chrift, in a revelation
< made to him, did prophecy, that the faith~
¢ ful believers in Chrift fhould live a thoufand
¢ years in the New Jerufalem; and after thefe
- ¢ fhould be the general refurre&tion and judg-
. ¢ ment* ; which is an early atteftation to the
genuinenefs and authenticity of the book of
Revelation ; for fuftin was converted to Chrif~
tianity about thirty years after the death of St.
obn, at which time it is very likely many
were alive who had been acquainted with the
apoftle, Lactantius, at the beginning of the
fourth century, is very copious upon this fub-
je&, in the feventh book of his Divine infii-
tutions.——< Becaufe all the works of Gon
¢ wera finithed in fix days, it is neceffary that
¢ the world fhould remain in this ftate f£ix ages,
¢ that is fix thoufand years’ And again:
Becaufe, having finithed the works, he refted
¢ on the feventh day and blefled it, it is ne~
ceffary -}, that at the end of the fix thou-

)

* Tup, Mart. didl. cum Tryphone, pars fecunda, p. 307,
- 308. edit. Paris, p. 313, 315. edit. Thirlbii.

+ By neceffity is not here meant a logical neceffity, but
only that God’s refting was #ypisal of the reft in the mil-

lennium,
| ¢ fandth
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¢ fandth year, all wickednefs thould be abo
¢ lithed out of the earth, ‘and juftice - thould
¢ reign' for a thoufand years.—=When the’
¢ Son of God thall have deﬁfoyed injuftice,
¢ and thall have reftored the juft to life, he
¢ (hall be converfarit among' men a thoufand

¢ years, and fhall rule them with moft ]uﬂ:

¢ government. At the fame time the prince’
¢ of devils fhall be bound with -chains, -and
¢ fhall be in cuftody the thoufand years of the.
¢ heavenly kingdom, while juftice fhall reign
¢ in the world, left he thould attempt any evil
¢ againft the people of God.——When the
thoufand years of the kingdom, that is, fe-
¢ ven thoufand years, fhall draw toward a
¢ conclufion, Satan fhall be loofed again ; and
¢ when the thoufand years fhall be compleat-
¢ ed, then fhall be that fecond and public re-
¢ furreGion of ALL, wherein the unjuft fhall
¢ be raifed to everlafting torment.” And hav-
ing enlarged upon thefe topics he concludes =
¢ This is the docrine of the holy Prophets
¢ which we Chriftians follow ; this is our
¢ wifdom.’ :

How this primitive and fcnptural do&rine
came to be fo univerfally rejected’in’the later
and more corrupt times, might be a fubject
welI worth our enquiry; but as this would
be too long a digreffion, I fhall only obferve
3 here,,

o
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here, that as fuch a ftate of ‘righteoufiefi and
purity as the millennium is defcribed to intro-
duce, did imply fuch a previous corrupt ftate
of the church, as it would require a divine
interpofition to reform, it is no wonder that
a church, which could fee no neceflity for
any reformation at all, fhould rejet it as ufe-
lefs and unneceflary ; not to mention that the
circumftance of the martyrs reigning upon
earth, muft feem a very great degradation of
thefe faints, to thofe who had already put
them into poffeffion of fupreme felicity in hea-
ven itfelf, and confidered them as mediators,
and as prefiding over human affairs. But why
they of the Reformation, who admit the al-
moft univerfal corruption of the church for
fo many centuries, thould be oppofers of this
.doctrine, is not fo eafily to be accounted for.
For my part, I much fear that their oppofition
proceeds from the fame principle with that
of the church they have reformed from ; name-
ly, that they look upon their own particular
fe¢ts and opinions, as too pure and free from
error, to need any farther reformation, Let
me add alfo, that the ridiculous opinions which
fome who believed this millennium, both in
ancient and modern times, have fuperadded
to it, without any foundation for them in fcrip-
ture, have likewife greatly tended to difcredit

5 it.
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it. But what the true notion of it is, wifl
beft appzar from the feriptuse account  of it
in the New Teftament, carefully compared
with the Prophecies relating to it in the OMd.
The confideration’ of thefe Prophecies, with
regard to zbis momentous point, and that of
the refloration of the fews and ten tribes, which
are reprefented in {criptureas cozemporary events,
is the fubject of the following fheets, in which
‘T have colle@ted moft of ‘the friprural evi-
dence to prove a /iteral reftoration of the Fews ;
fubjoining by the way fuch obfervations, as
tend either to the explanation of the texts, or
to the an{wering fuch objections as have bcen,
or may be raifed from them.

'E R R AT A

‘Page 44. 1. 3. dele the—=P. 49. 1. 15. dole three conmas (, ,,)
—P.68.1. 19. for 1 fet, read I will fet—P. 86. 1. zo. for

- Mefléngers read Meffenger — P. 92. L. 1. in 1he Note, for
Aiii. read xlviii. — P. 109. b £5. for for readin —P. 153,
1. g, for dedicated read Dedication.. _

OB S ER-




OBSERVATIONS
| ON THE
PROPHECIES

RELATING TO THE

~

RESTORATION OF THE JEW S,

m HAT agreat part of the Prophecnes
in the Old Teftament have a parti-
"~ Q cular relation to the Fewi/h nation, is
kﬁi?e&& generally allowed by all who have
confidered them with any degree of attention.
They, therefore, who are agam[’c a future returh
of the Jews, have endeavotred to apply all the
predi&tions relating to fuch return, to their for=
mer return from the Bdbylom_‘ﬂz .captivity ; or elfe,
where this could not be adrhitted, upon account
of fome circumftances in the prophecy in no re-
fpe& favorable to fuch an expofitions have ap-
plied them, in an allegorical fenfe, to the ﬁate
of the Chriftian church.:
All objections that have been made to the fu-
ture reftoration of the Jews, have been Yupported
B eithep



[ 2]

either by one or other of thefe methods of inter-
pretation. It is my defign, therefore, to fhew,
that neither of thefe ways of interpretation can
be admitted in the numerous texts which I fhall
here produce, in favor of fuch future and literal
reftoration ; and confequently that fuch reftora-
tion is the true and genuine meaning of the Pro-
phecies produced. .

The method I propofe to purfue fhall be this—
To produce, in chronological order, all the moft
remarkable Prophecies relating to the Reftoration
of the Jews, and the ten Tribes; adding to each
Prophecy, fuch obfervations as may ferve either
to clear up the meaning of the text, or to anfwer
fuch obje&ions as may be made againft the literal
application of it to the future Reftoration of the
Jewith nation. -

3OO CCEOEKK

- THE firft Prophet who has left us any exprefs
Prophecy concerning the difperfion of the Hrael-
ites, and their final Reftoration, is MOS ES.

L

LEeviT. xxvi. 32. And I will bring the land in-
~ to defolation ; and your enémies that dwell therein
33 fhall be aftonithed at it. And I will fcatter you a-

mong the heathen, and will draw out a fword after
you, and your land fhall be defolate, and your

34 cities wafte.—And yet for all that, when they be in
the land of their enemies, I will not caft them away,
neither will I abhor them to deftroy them utterly,
and to break my covenant with them; for I am
JEHQ-
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#3 JEHO VAH * their God. But I will far thieir
fakes + remember the covenant of their anceftors,
whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in
the fight of the heathen, that I tmght be their God ¢
I am Jehovalh.

Here we have a promife of not abboring or ut:
terly defiroying them; but of remembering 1hé
covenant which the Lord made with their- an-
ceftors, &9c. Now the purport of this covenant
we find, Gen. xiii. 14. And the Lord faid unto
Abram, Lift up thine eycs, and look from the placé

“where thou art, nortbward and fouthward, and eaft-
ward and weflward ; for all the land that thou feefy

2o thee will I give it, and to thy Jeed FOR EVER.
Now how this covenant can be faid to be re-
membered, if Ifrael is to continueé difperfed, and
to be for ewer excluded from the land here fpokert
of, is what I can by no means conceive; AS to
the return from the Babylonith captivity, it wilt
not at all anfwer the intefit of the promife.
Becaufe the being reftored to their own land for
a few ages, and afterwards for near four times as

" . . . .- . - L, <

* So it ought to be tranflated, not only hére, but in all
other places of the Old Teftament; where the fame word oc<
curs; JFebovab being the proper name which God had afs
femed to be diftinguithed by from zll other lords and gods.

+ The woids, their fakes, here mean the fakes of Abras
ham, Haac, and Jacob, mentioned wer. 42. Thben awill I re<
member my covenant awith Facob, and alfo Wy covenant aith
Yaac, and alfo my covenant awith Abiabam awill I remembets
aud I avill remember the land.

B 7 ' fong
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loig a petiod being difperfed among all nations,
without any hopes of a return, can never be the

true meaning of giving that land to the feed of
Abram for ever *. '

IL

DEevy . iv. 27. And the Lord fhall fcatter you
29 among the nations, &%. But if from thence thon
fhalt feek the Lord thy God, thou fhalt find him, if
thou feek him with all thy heart and with all thy
30 foul. When thou art in tribulation, and all thefe
things are come upon thee, in the latter days, if
thou turn to the Lord thy God, and fhalt be obedi-
‘31 ent to his voice : (For the Lord thy God is a mer-
ciful God) he will not forfake thee, neither deftroy
thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers, which

he fware unto them,

This

1

® Icannot here pafs by an explication of this text, Ges.
xiii. 15: by the learned Mr. Mepe, in his anfwer to Dr.
‘Twiss’s fourth letter.

. ¢ Tdoubt not but you have felt fome fcruple (as well as
¢ others) at our Saviour’s demonftration of the refurreion in
¢ the gofpel, Maz. xxii. Mark xii. God faid to Mofes in the
¢ buth, I am the God of Abrabam, and the God of lfaac, and
¢ the God of Jacob : God is not the God of the dead, but of the
¢ liwing. Ergo, Abrabam, lfaac, and Facob muft one day
¢ rife again from the dead. How docs this conclufion fol-
¢ low? Do not the fpirits of Abrabam, lfaac, and Facob yet
¢ live 2 God fhould then be the God of the living, though
¢ their bodies fhould never rife again. Therefore fome So-
¢ c‘nians argue from this place, that the fpirits of the juft lie
¢ in the fleep of death until the refurre@tion. Or might not
¢ the Sadducees have replied, the meaning to be of what God
© * ked been, mot of what he fbould be, viz. That he was that

: S ¢ God
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This Prophecy, as appears by ver. jo. relates
to the latter days, which in fcripture always fig-
nify the times after the coming of Chrift; and,
therefore, cannot be applied to the return from
the Babylonifh captivity. ‘

11

DEeuT. xxx. 1. And it fhall come to pafs when
all thefe things come upon thee, the blefling and
the curfe that I have fet before thee, and thou fhalt
call them to mind among all the nations, whither

¢ God who had once chofen their fathers, and made a cove-
¢ nant with them ; 7 am the God that brought Abrabam out of
¢ Chaldee, who appeared to aac and Facob wwkilft they lived,
¢ &c. But how would this then make for the refurreftion ?
¢ Surely it doth. He that could not-err faid it. Let us,
¢ therefore, fee how it may.

¢ I fay, therefore, the words muft be underftood, with
¢ fupply of that they have reference to ; which is the cove-
¢ nant which the Lord made with #érabam, Ifaac, and Facob 3
¢ in refpe@ whereof he calls himfelf their God, This cove-
€ nant was 2o give unto them, and o their feed, the land avbere-
¢ in they were firangers ; (mark it) Not to their feed; or of-
¢ Jprings only, but to therfelves. Vide Loca.

¢ To Abrabam, Gen. xiii. 15, xv. 7. & xvii. 8. To laac,
¢ xxvi. 3. To Facob, xxxv. 12. To all three, Exod. vi. 4, 8.
¢ Deut. i. 8. and xi. 21. and xxx. 20, If God then make
¢ good to Abrabasm, Ifaac, and Facob this his covenant, where-
by he undertook to be réeir God, then they muft needs one
day live again to inherit the promifed land, which hitherto
they have not done. For the God that thus covenanted
with them, covenanted not to make his promife good to
them dead, but fiwing. This is the frength of the divine
argument, and irrefragable; which otherwife would not
¢ infer gny fuch conclufion.’

B3 . the
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2 the Lord thy God hath driven thee, And fhalt re-
turn unto the Lord thy God, and fhalt obey his
yoice, according to all that I command thee this
day, thou and thy children, with all thy heart, and
3 with all thy foul: That then the Lord thy God
" will turn thy captivity, and have compaffion upon
thee, and will return and gather thee from all the
nations whither the Lord thy God hath fcattered
4 thee. If any of thine be driven out to the outmoft
parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee,
5 And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land
which thy fathers poffefled, and thou fhalt poffefs
it: and he will do thee good, and myltiply thee
above thy fathers. '

Amongft the things which fhould come upon
them, which are defcribed at large in the two
preceding chapters, it is particularly faid, ver. 64.
chap. xxviii. Ard the Lord fball fcatter thee among
all-people, from the one end of the earth even unto
the other. ‘Therefore this captivity, from which
¢he Lord will bring them back, cannot be the
Babylonian ; during which, they were very far
from being fcattered among a// people from one
end of the earth to the other. Obferve farther,
ver. 5. that tbe Lord promifes to do them good, and
fo multiply them above their fatbers ; which laft cir-
cumftance does not appear to have been their
gcafe, during the time that they poffefled. their
Jand, efter the return from Babylop. '

THE
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T HE next Prophecy in order of time, where-
in we meet with any thing that evidently relates.
o the reftoration of Ifrael, is that of O E L,
who began to praphefy to the kingdom of Judah
about 800 years before Chrift.

v,

-JoEw ii. 18. Then will the Lord be jealous for

19 his land, and pity his people. Yea, the Lord will
anfwer, and fay uato his people, Behold, I will
fend you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye thall be

* fatisfied therewith : and I will no more make you a
20 reproach among the heathen. But will remove far
" off from you the northern army, and will drive him
into 2 land barren and defolate, with his face

- toward the eaft fea, and his hinder part toward
~the utmoft fea; and his flink fhall come up, be-
21 caufe he hath done great things. Fear not, O
land, be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do
25 great things. And I will reftore to you the
ears that the locuft hath eaten, the canker-worm,
and the caterpillar, and the palmer-worm, my great

26 army which I fent among you. And ye fhall eat
in plenty and be fatisfied, and praife the name of
the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondroufly with’

27 you: and my people fhall never be athamed. And
ye fhall know that I am in the midft of Ifrael, and
that I am the Lord your God, and none elfe: and
my people fhall never be athamed.
Chap. iii. 1. For behold in thofe days, and in

that time, when I fha]l bring again the captivity of

2 Judah and Jerufalem, I will alfo gather all nations,
and will bring them down into the valley of Jeho-

_ fhaphat, and will plead with them there for my
B4 people,
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people, and for my heritage Ifrael, whom they have
fcattered among the nations, and parted my land.
3 And they have caft lots for my people, and have
~ given a boy for a harlot, and fold a girl for wine,
4 that they might drink. ~Yea, and what have ye to
do with me, O Tyre and Zidon, and all the coafts
. of Paleftine? Will ye render me a recompence ?
And if ye recompence me, fwiftly and fpeedily will
I return your recompence upon your own head.
5 Becaufe ye have taken my filver and my gold, and
hayg carried into your temples my goodly pleafant
6 things. The children alfo of Judah, and the chil--
dren of Jerufalem have ye fqld unto the Greqans,
that ye might remove them far from their barder.
7 Behold, I will raife them out of the place whither
ye have fold them, and will return your recompence
8 upon your own head. And I will fell your fons and -
your daughters into the hand of the children of Ju-
dah, and they fhall fell them to the Sabzans, to a
9 people afar off; for the Lord hath fpoken it. Pro-
claim ye thjs among the Gentiles; prepare war,
wake up the mighty men, let all thé men of war
30 draw near, let them come up. Beat your plow-
fhares into fwerds, and your pruning-hooks into
31 fpears; let the weak fay I am ftrong. Affemble
yourfelves, and_come, all ye heathen, and gather
yourfelves together round about ; thither caufe thy
32 mighty ones to come down, O Loxd. Let the hea-
- then be wakened, and come up to the valley of Je-
hofhaphat : for there will I fit to Jnge all the hea-
13 then round about. Put ye in the fickle, for the
harveft is ripe ; come, get ye down, for the prefs is
. full, the fats overflow, for their wickednefs is great.
4. Multitudes, multitydes in the valley of decifion * :

. Or the valley of threihing, or the valley appointed.
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for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of de-
15 cifion, The fun and the moon fhall be darkened,
16 and the ftars fhall withdraw their thining. The
Lord alfo fhall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice
from Jerufalem, and the heavens and the earth fhall
fhake; but the Lord will be the hope of his people,
17 and the ftrength of the children of Ifrael. So fhall
ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in
Zion, my holy mountain : then fhall Jerufalem be -
holy, and there fhall no ftrangers pa(s through her
38 any more. And it fhall come to pafs in that day,
that the mountains fhall drep down new wine, and
the hills thall low with milk, and all the rivers of
Judah fhall flow with waters, and a fountain fhall
come forth of the houfe of the Lord, and fhall water
19 the valley of Shittim. Egypt fhall be a defolation,
and Edom fhall be a defolate wildernefs, for the
violence againft the children of Judah, becaufc they
20 have fhed innocent blood in their land. But Judah
fhall dwell ® for ever, and Jerufalem from generation
21 to generation. For I will cleanfe + their-blood thag
I have not cleanfed, for the Lord dwelleth in Zion,

In order to the right underftanding of this Pro-
phecy, let us firft endeavor to find out who are
meant by ;he northern army in verfe 20. of chap.
ii. Now it is plain that this army can be no other
than that defcribed in the fecond and following
verfes of this chapter—/ great people and a firong,
* there bath not been ever the like, neither fhall be any
more after it, even to the years of generation and ge-
neration. A fire devoureth before them, and bebind
them a flame burneth : the land is as the garden of

* Or be inhabited. + Or avenge. -
‘ : Eden
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Eden before them, and bebind them a defolate wilder-
mefs, yea, and nothing fhall efeape them. The ap-
pearance of them is as the appearance of horfes, and
as borfemen fo fhall they run. Like the noife of cha-
riols on the tops of mountains fhall they leap, like the
noife of a flame of fre that devoureth the fubble, as
a firong people [fet in battle array, &c. That this
cannot mean the Babylonian, or Affyrian forces,
is plain ; becaule it is faid to be 4 great and firong
peaple, there baph not been ever the ltke, neither fhall
be any more after it, even to the years of generation
and generation, (as it is in the original) a phrafe
which fignifies throughout all generations, or for
ever. But the Perfians, Grecians, and Romans,
were not only equal, but greater and fironger than
the Babylonians. Another reafon why the Affyrians
cannot be here meant, is what is faid, ver. 1. of
the following chapter, For bebold, in thofe days,
and in that time, when I fhall bring again the caphi-
vity of Fudab and Ferufalem, I will gather all na-
tions into the valley of Febofhaphat, and will plead
with them there for my Dpeaple, whom they bave fiat-
tered among all the nations, and bave parted my
land; none of which circumftances did happen
when they were brought back from the Babylo-
pith captivity. Add to this what is faid, ver. 19.
chap. ii. I will no more make you a reproach among
the beatben ; and it will be evident to every un-
prejudiced reader, that the Babylonian or Affy-
rian forces cannot be here intended. If it be afk-
ed, of whom this northern army is to confift ? I
anfwer, that it feems to me, that the Turk, or
Qttoman
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Ottoman empire is here meant, for the following
reafons. Firflt, Becaufe 2he land was to be as the
garden of Eden before them, and bebind them a defo-
late wildernefs, which has been verified exa&ly by
the invafion and conquefts of the Turks and Sara-
cens in the land of Fudea 3 which, before their de-
predations, was one of the moft fruitful, though
now a moft barren and depopulated country.
Secondly, The appearance of them was to be as the
appearance of borfes, and as borfemen [o fhall they
sun. ¢ Now it is well known that the Turki/h
¢ armies confifted chiefly of cavalry, efpecially
¢ before the order of Famizaries was inftituted by
¢ Amurath the Firft. The Fanizaries may be the
¢ guard of the court, but the Timariots, or horfe-
¢ men, holding lands by ferving in the wars, are
¢ the ftrength of the government: and thefe, as
¢ Heylin affirms, are, in all, accounted between
¢ feven and eight hundred thoufand fighting men;
¢ fome fay that they are a million : and, befides
¢ thefe, there are Spahis, and other horfemen in
¢ the emperor’s pay.”*

" A parallel dcfcrlptlon of the Turks and Saracens
we have in chap. ix. of the Repelatwn, where the ¥~
fhapes of the locufts, by whom the latter are re-

"prefented, according to the moft judicious inter- .-, -
preters, are faid to be like unto borfes prepared umty - -

battle. And the former are afterward defcribed,
ver. 16. as an army of Eupbratean horfemen ; And
the number of the army of the borfemen were two

8 Newr. Difl. on the Proph. vol. iii. p. 121.
bundred

u"i" :’.::é{: .of
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bundred thoufand thoufand: and I beard the number
of them. And thus I [aw the borfes in the vifion,
and them that fat on them, &c. So alfo does the
following part of the defcription in Joel, Like the
noife of chariots on tbe tops of mountains fhall they
leap, barmonize with Rev. ix. 9. and the found of
their ‘wings was as the found of chariots of many
borfes running to battle. It is alfo faid in the 6th
ver. of the firft chap. of this Prophecy, A nation
is come up upon my land, firong. and witbout number,
whofe teeth are the teeth of a lion, exally parallel
to Rew. ix. 8. their teeth were as the tecth of lions.
Upon all thefe accounts, there is no nation under
_heaven, that feems fo - likely to be here intended,
as that of the Turks, who originally came from
_ the north, and who (if I underftand the prophe-
cies aright) are to make an unfuccefsful attempt,
to hinder the future reftoration of the Fews. But
that not the Turks only will be in this oppofition,
appears probable from the firft verfe of chap. iii.
Twill gatber all nations into the valley of Febofha~
phat, &c. which feems to imply, that all thofe
nations at leaft, who have had a hand in fcatter-
ing Ifrael, or parting his lapd, will come in for a -
fhare of thofe judgments. What flill further
- proves the accomplithment of this Prophecy to be
yet future, is what is faid in ver. 26, 27. My
people fball never be afhamed. And ver. 17. So fhall
ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in -
Zion my boly mountain : then fball Ferufalem be boly,
and there fhall no fironger pafs through ber any more.
‘ And
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And again, ver. 20. But Fudab Jhall duwell for
ever, and Jerufalem from generation to generation.

FERENEE 6 REREARHERERE K X RERERERE TR R RERERERENNE

AMOS the Prophet lived in the days of Fe-
roboam, the fon of Foafh, king of Ijrael, and pro-
phecied ‘about 787 years before Chrift.

V.

AMos ix. 11. In that day I will raife up the ta-
bernacle of David that is fallen, and clofe up the
breaches thereof, and will raife up his ruins, and I

12 will build it as in the days of old. That they may
poflefs the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen
which are called by my name, * faith the Lord that

13 doth this. Behold, the days come, faith the Lord,
that the plowman fhall overtake the reaper, and
the treader of grapes him that foweth feed : and the
mountains fhall drop fweet wine, and all the hills

14 fhall melt +.” And I will bring again the captivity
of my people Ifrael, and they fhall build the wafte
cities, and inhabit them : and they fhall plant vine-
yards, and drink the wine thereof : they fhall alfo

15 make gardens, and eat the fruit of themi. AndI
will plant them upon their land, and they fhall no
more be pulled up out of their land which I have
given them, faith the Lord thy God.

. The meaning here is, that they awhich are callcd éy my
wame may poffefs the remmant of Edem, &c. and not the remnant
of Edam, and all the beathen which are called by my name, as it
may be underftood from our tranflation,

$ Or be fruitful,

Y

This
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This Prophecy is fo exprefs and clear, that it
wants no explanation. I fhall only obferve, that

the laft verfe praves the reftoration here fpoken
of to be yet future.

QQ*%****%%#Q*%@O%Q**’0@0’*&6*0%**0000’0%0

HOSEA propheﬁed about the year 785 to
the kingdom of Ifrael, in the days of the fame
Jeroboam the fon of Foafh.

VI. ' :

HosEka, iii. 4. For the children of Ifrael fhall

abide many days without a king, and without a

prince, and without a facrifice, and without an

§ ephod, and without Teraphim. Afterward fhall

the children of Ifrael return, and feek the Lord their

God, and David their king, and fhall fear the Lord
and his goodnefs in the latter days.

The latter days, as 1 before obferved, always.
fignify the latter ages of Chriftianity, or of the
~ world, which forbids the applying this Prophecy
to any former return. Befides, this Prophecy
being fpoken to the kingdom of Ifrael in particu-
lar, prevents the application of it to the return
from Babylon, to which place they were never
carried.

ﬁ#ﬁﬁ###ﬁ####ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ#&#ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁ&

1SATAH was the firft of thofe four who are
called the greater Prophets. He prophefied in
the days of Uzziab, Fotham, Abaz, and Hezekiak, -
kings of Judab, about the year 760 before Chrift,

VIL
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VIIL. :

IsA. ii. 1. The word that Ifaiah, the fon of A~

2 moz faw, concerning Judah and Jerufalem. And
it fhall come to pafs in the /aff days, that the moun-
tain of the Lord’s houfe fhall be eftablifhed in the
top of the mountains, and fhall be exalted above
3 the hills; and all nations fhall flow unto it. And
many people fhall go and fay, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houfe of
the God of Jacob, and he will teach us his ways :
and we will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion fhall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from
4 Jerufalem.. And he fhall judge among the nations,
and fhall rebuke many pcople : and they fhall beat
their fwords into plow-fhares, and their fpears into
pruning-hooks : nation fhall not lift up fword a-
gainft nation, neither thall they learn war any more.

Notwithftanding that thi3 Prophecy is in ver.
1. exprefsly faid to be concerning Fudab and Je-
rufalem, yet almoft all commentators have appli-
ed it to the eftablifhment of the Chriftian churchy
which immediately followed the firft coming of
Chrift, and its prevailing over the religion of the
heathens. But in fa&, thofe events do by no

means anfwer to this prophetic defcription. For
~ not to infift upon the time here fpecified, zbe /aft
days; when was it, fince this prophecy was de-
livered, that any nations of the world were fo
.peaceably inclined, as to beat their fwords into
plow-fhares, and their [pears into pruning-books 2 or
‘that nation did not lift up fword againft nation 2 mor
learn war any more 2 On the contrary, has not this
Jatter been the conftant pra&ice of all nations ?

s and
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and is it not fo at this prefent time? This Pros
phecy is therefore not yet fulfilled; but refers to
that time, when the Lord fhall reftore his people
Ifrael;, and by taking both them and his whole
church under his more immediate protettion, and
fubduing all their enemies, fhall caufe mercy and
truth to meet together, righteoufnefs and peace to kifs
each other, and truth to fleurifh out of the earth, un«
til the final period of all things.

VIIL

Isa. xi. 10. And in that day there fhall be a
root of Jefle, which fhall ftand for an enfign of the_
people;; to it fhall the Gentiles feek, and his reft

11 fhall be glorious. And it fhall come to pafs in that
day, that the Lord fhall fet his hand again the fe-
cond time to recover the remnant of his people which
thall be left, from Afiyria, and from Egypt, and
from Pathros, and from Cufh, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the iflands

12 of the fea. And he fhall fet up an enfign for the
nations, and fhall affemble the outcafts of Ifrael,
and gather together the difperfed of Judah, from

13 the four corners of the earth.. The envy alfo of
Ephraim fhall depart, and the adverfaries of Judah
fhall be cut off ; Ephraim fhall not envy Judah, and
Judah fhall not vex Ephraim.

This Prophecy is fo exprefs for a fecond refto-
ration of Ifrael (as appears by the 11th verfe) that
if there were no other to be found, I think this
alone would be enough to afcertain that event.
Neither can it be truly afferted, that Ifrael has

already been recovered a fecond 4ime, or indeed
1 ever
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¢ver recovered from al/ the places here mention-
ed. Belides, the words i# that day do here plain-
ly fignify a time yet future; becaufe they refer
to the kingdom of the éranch out of the root of
J¢fe, mentioned ver. 1. the peaceablenefs and
happinefs of which is defcribed in ver. 6, 7, 8, 9,
by tbe wolf’s lying down with the lamb, &c. which
defcription, admitting it to be allegorical only,
tannot, with any propriety; be applied to any
" ftate of Chriftianity that has ever yet appeared in\
the world. Neither do I fee how, or by what
rule of interpretation, affembling the outcafts of I
rael, and gathering togetber the difperfed of Fudab,
can be made to fignify collefling a church among
the Gentiles; as fome commentators have fuppofed:

Ix.

Isa. xxvii. 12. And it fhall come to pafs in that.
day, that the Lord fhall beat off from the channel
of the river unto the ftream of Egypt, aid ye fhall
be gathered one by one; O ye children of Ifrael:

%3 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that the great-
trumpet fhall be blown, and they fhall come which
‘were ready to perifh in the land of Affyria, and the
outcafts in the land of Egypt, and {hall worthip the
Lord in the holy mount at Jerufalem.

The channel of the river here meatis the Eg-
Pbrates 3 from which river to the Nil, or thé
river of Egypt, the Lord will expel the enemies
of his people, and the children of Ifrael fhall be
gathered one by one.  As to the time, it will be
when the great trumpet fhall be blown: which

(Y trumpes
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trumpet I take to be the fame with the feventh
trumpet, Rev. Xi. 15. at the founding of which,

sbe kingdoms of this world are to become tbe ltmgdam:
of our Lord, and of bis Chrift.

X.

Isa. xxx. 18. Therefore will the Lord wait
that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore
will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon
you : for JEHOVAH is a God of judgment ; bleffed

19 are all they that wait for him. For.the people
fhall dwell in Zion at Jerufalem : thou fhalt weep
no more ; he will be very gracious unto thee, at the
voice of thy cry; when he fhall hear if, he will

. 26 anfwer thee.——Moreover, #he light of the moon
fhall be as the light of the fun, and the light of the
fun fhall be fevenfold, as the light of feven days,
in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of
his people, and healeth the ftroke.of their wound.

XL «

Tsa. xxxiii. 20. Look upon Zion, the city of

our folemnities : thine eyes fhall fee Jerufalem a

quiet habitation, a tabernacle that fhall not be taken

down, not one of the ftakes thereof fhall ever be

removed, neither fhall any of the cords thereof be
broken.

v

Zion, in thefe texts, cannot fignify (as fome

would have it) the Chriftian church; becaufe

what is here faid of its peaceable ftate, bas never

yet come to pafs. Neither can thefe Prophecies

be applied to Ferufalem reftored after the Baby-

lenifk captivity, becaufe of the words thou fhak
1 ' , weeg
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-~

Weep no rhote 5 and, not one of the Sakes thereof (L. & ‘

" of that tabernacle) s&all ever be removed.

Isa. xxxv. 10. And the ranfomed. of the Lord
fhall rétuin and come to Zion with fongs, and
everlaﬁmg joy upon their heads : they fhall obtain
joy and gladnefs, and forrow and fighing fhall fles
away.

This whole chapter is generally apphed to the
times of the’ gofpel immediately fucceeding the
firt coming of our Lord. But from the laft verfe
here quoted, and alfo from the 4th, wherein it fs
faid, Be. firong, fear not: bebold, your God will
come with vengeance, &c. it appears to me to re-
late to the reftoration of Ifraél, and the times of
the gofpel coterhporary with it ; when (as it is faid
~in vet. 5.) the eyes of the blind fhall be opened, and
the ears of the deaf fhall bé unficpped, i. e. the Jews
fhall be enabled to difcern the true Meffiah, and
they fhall both hearken to, and obey his doétrine.

XIIL :
Is A, Xlifi. 5. Fear not, for I am with fiée': T will
bring thy feed from the eaft, and gather thee from
6 the weft. I will fay to the north, Give up, and to
the fouth, Keep not back: bring my fons fronf fary
4nd my daughters from the ends of the earth,

XIV.
Fsa. xlix. 1. But Zion faid, JEHOVAH hath
15 forfaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can
Ca a woman
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a woman forget her fucking child, that fhe fhould
not have compafiion on the fon of her womb? Yea,

16 they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Be-
bold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my

17 hands, thy walls are continually before me. Thy
children fhall make hafte ; thy deftroyers, and they

18 that made thee wafte, fhall go forth of thee. Lift
up thine eyes round about and behold, all thefe
gather themfelves together and come to thee : as I
live, faith the Lord, thou fhalt furely clothe thee
with them all as with an ornament, and bind them

19 on thee as a bride doth. For thy wafte and defolate
places, and the land of thy deftruétion, fhall even
now be too narrow by reafon of the inhabitants,

" and they that {wallowed thee up fhall be far away.
20 The children which thou fhalt have after thou ‘haft
loft the other, fhall fay again in thine ears, The
place is too ftrait for me : .give place to me, that I
‘21 r’r.xay dwell. Then fhalt thou fay in thine heart,
'~ Who hath begotten me thefe, feeing I have loft my
children, and am defolate, a captive, and removing

to and fro? And who hath brought up thefe? Be- -
hold, I was left alone, thefe, where had they been ? ¥

22 Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, 1 will lift up my
hand to the Gentiles, and fet up my ftandard to the
_people : and they fhall bring thy fons in their arms,
and thy daughters fhall be earried upon their fhoul-

23 ders.  And kings fhall be thy nurfing fathers, and
their queens thy nurfing mothers : they fhall bow
down te thee with their face toward the earth, and
Yick up the duft of thy feet, and thou fhalt know that
Tam THE LORD : for they fhall not be athamed .

24 that wait for me, Shall the prey be taken from the

& Or, From whenee come thefe ? -
- mighty ?
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235 mighty ? or the lawful captive delivered ! But thus
faith the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty
fhall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible
fhall be delivered : for I will contend with him that
contendeth with thee, and I will fave thy children.

26 And I will feed them that opprefs thee, with their
own fleth, and they fhall be drunken with their
own blood, as with fweet wine: and all flefh thall .
know that I JEHOVAH am thy Saviour and
"thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

~ Whoever reads the words of this Prophecy with
the leaft attention, muft (I think) be convinced,
that they can relate to nothing elfe but the future
Reftoration of Ifrael. - For they are net appli--
cable either to the return from Babylom, or to the
Chriftian church Not to the former, becaufe
they were never fo fraitned for room, as is here
foretold. in ver. 19, 20. Nor did kings and queens
ever bow down to them, and lick up the dufi of their
Seet, according to ver. 23. but, on the contrary,
rather tyrannized over them. Nor can they be
applied to the Chriftian church; becaufe this al-
legorical Zion has, as yet, had none of its waffe
and defolate places * rendered too marrow by reafon
of the inbabitants 3 nor can fhe be faid to bea
captive, removing to and fre, or to be left alone.
The. firft feven verfes of this chapter do (I grant)
fpeak of the Chriftian church, as well as of the
Hraclites, particularly in the 6th verfe——1: is-a
light thing that thou [houldeft be my fervant to raife

* Or the land of its deftrution,
Csz up
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up sbe tribes of Facob, and to reflore the preferved of
Ifracl : I will alfo give thee for a light to the Gen-
tiles, that thou mayet be my falvation unto the end
of the earth, &c. But the reft of the chapter, or
at leaft from ver. 13. to the end, relate evidently
to the Reftoration of the Ifraglites to their own
Jand,
XV

. Is A. li. 3. For the Lord fhall comfort Zion: he
will comfort all her wafte places, and he will make
her wildernefs like Eden,.and her defert like the

- garden of the Lord : joy and gladnefs fhall be found
therein, thankfgiving, and the voice of melody.
Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord fhall
return, and come with finging unto Zion, and
everlafting joy fhall be upon their head: they thall
obtain gladnefs and joy, and forrow and mourning
17 fhall flee away. Awake, awake, ftand up, O

Jerufalem, whxch haft drunk at the hand of the

Lord the cup of his fury; thou haft drunken the

dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.

39 ——Thefe two things are come unto thee : Who
fhall be forry for thee ? Defolation, and deftruction,

and the famine, and the fword : By whom fhall I

21 comfort thee ? Thereforc hear now thns, thou
22 affli&ed, and drunken, but not with wine. Thus
" faith thy Lord JE HOVAH, and thy God that
pleadeth the caufe of his people, Behold, I have
taken out of thy hand the cup of trembling, even
the dregs of the cup of my fury, thou fhalt no more

23 drink it again. But I will put it into the hand of
them that afli& thee : whlch have faid "to thy foul,

Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hatt

Jaid thy body as the ground, and as the ftreet ta

 them that went over, |

¢

Chap,
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Chap. lii. 1. Awake, awake, put on thy ftrength, -

O Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerufa-

lem, the holy city : for henceforth there fhall no

more come mnto thee, the uncircumcifed, and the

2 unclean. Shake thyfelf from the duft: arife, and

fit down, O Jerufalem: loofe thyfelf from the bands
of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion, &,

This, and chap. lii. of Ifaiab, have been gene-
rally applied to the redemption of the Chriftian
church ; and the contents of the chapters which
are prefixed, fignify as much to us, But who-
ever confiders the paffages in thefe chapters here
quoted, will eafily perceive that the Prophet
fpeaks of the redemption of the literal Jfrael from
their captivity, throughout both thefe chapters.
For to this reftoration are apphcable the follow-
ing verfes, ,

XVI.

Isa. lii. 7. How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publifheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good,
that publifheth falvation, that faith unto Zion, Thy

8 GOD reigneth! Thy watchmen fhall lift up the -
voice, with the voice together fhall they fing: for

~ they fhall fee eye to eye, when the Lord fhall bring

9 again Zion. Break forth into joy, fing together, ye
wafte places of Jerufalem: for the Lord hath com-
forted his people, he hath redeemed Jerufalem.

‘That this chapter relates to the kingdom of
Chrit is very true, But then it is plainly rbas
kingdom which he fhall enter upon at his fecond
i C 4 coming;-
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caming : at which time fhall be the reftoring of
Jfracl. For want of attending to this diftinction
of Chrift's firft and fecond coming, commentators
have often expounded thofe paffages in the Pro-
phets, which relate to Chrift’s fecond coming, of
his firft; in order to which, they have been oblig-
ed to depart from the eafy and literal fenfe of
the Prophecies, and to allegorize the paffages in
fuch a manner, as has given great advantage, as
well as offence to the adverfaries of Chnf’uamty,

Let us not be afraid, that by allowing thofe nu-
~ merous Prophecies, which fpeak of the great
happmefs and peace of Ferufclem or Zjon, to re-:
late to the fecond coming of our Lord, we fhall
any ways hurt the caufe of our holy religion, by
leaving na prediétions-of his firft coming. For
this will be very far from being the cafe. In this
Vcry chapter, we have an inftance of the latter,
wherein the different candition of Chrift at his
firft and fecond coming are fet in oppofition.

Ver. 13, Behold, my fervant fhall deal prudently,
ke fhall be exalted and extolled, and be very bigh.

- Ver. 14. As many were affonifhed at thee; (bis
vifage was [o marred more than any man, and bis
form more than, the fons of men)

- Ver. 15. 8o fhall ‘be [prinkle many nations, the
kings fhall fhut their mouths at bim: for that which
bad not been told them fhall they fee : and that which
they bad not beard, fpall they confider. ’

Here the 14th verfe, which evidently relates
to Chrift’s f7# coming, and his fuffering ftate, is
oppofed to :he 1 5th which fpcaks of what fhall

happen
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happen at his fecond coming ; when the kings of
the carth fhall not dare to open their mouths at
him, &c. Neither does the word Jprinkling here
relate to baptifm, as has been fuppofed; but to
the cleanfing many nations from the filthinefs of
idolatry, at the time of the Reftoration of Irael,
as appears by the parallel to this place, Ezekiel
xxxvi. 24, 25. I will take you from among the
beatben, and gather you out of all countries, and will
bring you into your own land. Then will I [prinkle
clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean : from all
your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I cleanfe
Yyou.

The next chapter alfo, the fifty-third of Jaiab,
relates wholly to the firft coming of our Lord,
being nothing elfe from the beginning to the end
but a Prophecy of the fufferings he thould un-
dergo. But wherever we meet with the kingdom
of Chrift in the Prophecies, reprefented as a glo-
rious, peaceable, and happy ftate, let me obferve
here once for all, that it moft certainly relates
to the future kingdom, which he fhall receive at
his fecond coming. Becaufe a ftate of glory, peace,
and bappinefs, has never yet been the cafe of that
militant ftate, under which his kingdom has
hitherto fubfifted. This diftin&tion may be con-
fidered as the key. to the Prophecies of the Old
Teftament, which chiefly have regard to that
ftate of purity, peace, and: bappinefs, which fhall
prcvad in the latter days, under the glorious
reign of Chrift.

XVII,
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XVIL

Isa. liv. 1. Sing, O barren, thou that didft not
bare, and cry aloud, thou that didft not travail
with child : for more are the children of the defo-
late, than .the children of the married wife, faith

2 the Lord. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and

- let them ftretch forth the curtains of thine habita-

tions : fpare not, lengthen thy cords, and ftrengthen

3 thy ftakes. . For thou fhalt break forth on the right

hand and on the left ; and thy feed fhall inherit the

Gentiles, and make the defolate cities to be inha-
bited. ’

XVIII.

Is A. Ix. 4. Lift up thine eyes round about and
fec ; all they gather themfelves together, they come
to thee, thy fons fhall come from far, and thy

8 daughters fhall be nurfed at thy fidle.——Who are
thefe that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their

9 windows ! Surely the ifles fhall wait for me, and
the fhips of Tarfhifh firft, to bring thy fons from far,
their sILVER and their GoLD with them unto the
name of Jehovah thy God: and to the Holy One

30 of lfrael, becaufe he hath glorified thee. And the
fons of ftrangers fhall build up thy walls, and their

_ kings fhall minifter unto thee: for in my wrath I
fmote thee, but in my fayoyr have I had mercy on

11 thee. Therefore thy gates fhall be open continual-
ly, they fhall not be fhut day nor night, that men
may bring unto thee the forces [wealth] of the Gen-

12 tiles, and that their kings may be brought. For the
nation or kingdom that will not ferve thee, thall

~ perifh : yea, thofe nations fhall be utterly wafted.
13 The glory of Lebanon fhall come unto thee : the
fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to
beautify




[ 27 ]
beautify the placc of my fan&uary, and I will make -
14 the place of my feet glorious. The fons alfo of
them that affli&ted thee fhall come bending unto
thee; and all they that defpifed thee fhall bow
themfelves down at the foles of thy feet ; and they
th4ll call thee The city of Jehovah, TheZion of the
15 Holy One of Ifracl. Whereas thou haft been for-
faken and hated, fo that no man went through thee,
I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of
16 many generations. Thou fhalt. alfo fuck the milk
of the Gentiles, and fhalt fuck the breaft of kings,
and thou fhalt know that I JEHQVAH am thy Sa-
viour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

~ This whole chapter, part of which I have
".omitted for brevity fake, does fo plainly relate
to the future Reftoration of Ifrael, that it is al-
-moft needlefs to make any farther remark upon
it. It not only foretels the Reftoration, but alfo \
feveral particulars concerning the manner of it.
The perfons or nations who fhall be inftrumental
to it, are to be the Jfles, or Europeans ; and among
thefe the fhips of Tarfi/k * thall be principally
concerned. That thofe who return from far,
' fhall bring their gold and their filver with them,
' is a circumftance rendered very probable with

* By Tar/bifb, according to the moft judicious writers, was
meant Cilicia, a country in the lefler Afia, whofe principal
city was Tar/us, where St. Paul was born ; fo called from its
firkt planter Tar/bifb the fon of Favan. But it feems to me,
that the Mediterranean Sea in general, was, in the time of
Yaiab, called Tarfbifb, or the fea of Tar/bifp. The meaning
of the text will then be, that the fhips of that fea fhall be
the firft in bringing back the Fews.
. regard
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regard to the Jews in particular, as it is well
known that go/d, filver, and jewels, are the prin-
cipal commodities that they deal in, and of which
they are now in poficflion of no fmall fhare*. It
is alfo foretold, that ftrangers thall build up their
walls, and that the nations who will not ferve them
Jhall perifh; as alfo that the fons of them that af-
Slicged them and. defpifed them fhall come bending. unto
them, and bow. themfelves down at the foles of their-
feet. If any one thinks he can accommodate all
thefe: particulars to the Chriftian church, or to
the return from: Babylon, let him try. "I, for my
part, can fee no method of doing this, that would
nor, if conftantly purfued, overthrow the true
fenfe of the whale feripture.

- XIX.

~ Tsa. Ixi. 4. And they fhall build the old waftes,

they fhall raife up the former defolations, and they

fhall repair the wafte cities, the defolations of many-
‘5 generations. And ftrangers fhall ftand and feed

your flocks, and the fons of the alien fhall be your
6-plow-men and your vine-dreflers. But ye fhall be.
~ named the priefts of the Lord : men {hall call you.
. the minifters of our God : ye fhall eat the riches of.

the Gentiles, and’in their glory fhall ye boaft yout—

felves

That thxs- building the old wafles, &c. does not
mean the rebuilding of Ferufalem, at the return.

® This is more efpecially true of thofe Eurgpean 7eew.r,
whofe return is here faid tp he by, the fhips of Tarfbifb, i. e..
the Mca'ttcrrtm:ar; Sea.

‘ R

from
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from Babylon, is evident, from their being called
. the defolations of many generations.

XX.

Is a. Ixii. 1. For Zion's fake will T not hold my
peace, and for Jerufalem’s fake I will not reft,
until the righteoufnefs thereof go forth as bright-
‘nefs, and the falvation thereof as a lamp that burne

2 ¢th, And the Gentiles fhall fee.thy' righteoufnefs,

and all kings thy glory: and thou fhalt be called

3 by a New Name. Thou fhalt be a crown of glory

in the hand of Jehovah, and a royal diadem in the

- 4 hand of thy God. Thou fhalt no more be termed

forfaken, neither fhall thy land any more be termed

defolate : but thou fhalt be called Hephsbab, and

thy land Beulah 5 for the Lord delighteth in thee,

8 and thy land fhall be married.—JEHOVAH hath

{fworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his

firength, Surely I will no more give thy corn to be

‘meat for thine enemies, and the fons of the ftranger

fhall not drink - thy wine, for which thou haft la-

9 boured. But they that have ‘gathered it, fhall eat

it, and praife Jehovah ; and they that have brought

it together, fhall drink it in the courts of my holi-

10 nefs. Go through, go through the gates ; prepare

ye the way of the people : caft up, caft up the high-

way, gather out the fiines, lift up a ftandard for

11 the people. Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed um-

to the end of the world, Say ye to the daughters of

Zion, Behold, thy falvation cometh ; Behold, his

12 reward is with him, and his work before him. And

they fhall call them, The holy people, The redeems

ed of the Lord : and thou fhalt be alled, Soughﬁ
outy a city not forfaken,

The
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The Zion, to whom this whole chapter is ad-
drefled, has been generally fuppofed to be the
church ; but the defcription of it here does by no
means favour fuch an interpretation. For'when
was the church forfaken, and ber land defolate ? ber
corn meat for ber enemies, and ber wine drunken by
Jirangers 2 Does not all this much better fuit the
literal Zion, or the city of ?ﬁufalem, and the land
of Fudea ?

XXI.

IsA. Ixv. 19. And I will rejoice in Jerufalem, and
joy in my people, and the voice of weeping thall be
no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

20 There fhall be no more thence an infant of days,
nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for
the child fhall die an hundred years old, but the
finner being an hundred years old, fhall be-accurfed.

21 And they fhall build houfes, and inhabit them ; and
they fhall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of

22 them. They fhall not build, and another inhabit 3
they fhall not plant, and another eat: for as the
days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine

23 ele& fhall long enjoy the work of their hands. They
fhall not labour ia vain, nor bring forth trouble :
for they are the feed of the blefled of the Lord, and

24 their offspring with thsm. And it fhall come to
pafs, that before they call, I will anfwer : and while

25 they are yet fpeaking, I will hear. The wolf and
the Jamb fhall feed together, and the lion fhall eat
firaw like the bullock : and duft fhall be the fer-
pent’s meat, ‘They fhall not hurt nor deftroy in all
my holy mountain, faith the Lord.

This
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This Prophecy evidently relates to the Refto-
ration of Ferufalem; and cannot, with propriety,
be applied to the church, which has never yet
been in the happy ftate here defcribed.

XXIIL

Isa. Ixvi. 5. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that
tremble at his word, Your brethren that hated you,

- that caft you out for my name’s fake, faid *, Let the
Lord be glorified : but ye fhall appear to your joy,

6 and they fhall be athamed. A voice of noife from
the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the

7 Lord that rendereth recompence to his enemies. Be-
fore fhe travailed the brought forth : before her pain

8 came, the was delivered of a man child. Who hath
heard fuch a thing? Who hath feen fuch things?
Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day,

or fhall a nation be born at once? For as foon as
Zion travailed, fhe brought forth her children.

g Shall T bring to the birth, and not caufe to bring
forth ! faith Jehovah: Shall I caufe to bring forth,
10 and fhut the womb ? faith thy God. Rejoice ye
with Jerufalem, and be glad with her, all ye that
love her: rejoice for joy, all ye that mourn for her.

11 That ye may fuck, and be fatisfied with the breafts
of her confolations : that ye may milk out, and be

* Let the Lorde magnyfie himfelfe, that we may fee youre
giadneﬂ'e ¢ and yet they fhall be confounded. For as touch-
ing the cytie and the temple, Ihem the voice of the Lorde.

TiNDaALE.

The above quOted tranflation is that of William Tindale,
made in the reign of king Edawars VI. which, in many places, -
1s a better tranflation than ours, as will appear in the fequel
of this wark.

delight-
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12 delighted with the abundance of her glory For
thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to .
her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like
a flowing ftream : then fhall ye fuck, ye fhall be
“born upon her fides, and be dandled upon her knees.

13 As one whom his mother comforteth, fo will I com=
fort you : and ye fhall be comforted in Jerufalem.

14 ‘And when ye fhall fee this, your heart fhall re-
Jjoice, and your bones fhall flourith like an herb =
and the hand of the Lord fhall be known towards
his fervants, and his indignation towards 'his ene-

15 mies. For behold, the Lord will come, and with
his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger

16 with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For
by fire, and by his fword, will the Lord plead with
all fleth: and the flain of the Lord fhall be many.—

18 For I know their works and their thoughts : it thall
come, that I will gather all nations and tongues,

19 and they fhall come and fee my glory. And 1 will
fet a fign among them, and I will fend thofe that
efcape of them, unto the nations to Tarfhifh, Pul,
and Lud, that draw the bow to Tubal and Javan,
to the ifles afar off, that have not heard my fame,
neither have feen my glory; and they fhall declare

. 20 my glory among the Gentiles. And they fhall
bring all your brethren for an offering unto Je-
hovah, out of all nations, upon horfes; and in cha
riots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon
fwift beafts, to my holy mountain Jerufalem, faith
the Lord, as the children of Ifrael bring an offering

21 in a clean veffel into the houfe of the Lord. And
I will alfo take of them for priefts and for Levites,

22 faith the Lord. For as the new heavens and the

“new earth which I will make fhall remain before
me, fzith the Lord, fo fhall your feed and your

23 name remzin. And it thall come to pafs; that fromi

oné
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ene hew moon, and from one fabbath to another,
fhall all flefh come to worthip before me, faith the
' 24 Lord. And they fhall go forth, and look upon the
carcaffes of the men that have tranfgrefled againft
me : for their worm fhall not die, neither fhall their

fire be quenched: and they fhall be an abhorring
uato all flefh, '

From the 5th to the 10th verfe of this chap-
ter, it is thought by many, that the deftruttion
of the city and temple of Ferufalem, and the fud-
den fpread of the gofpel is foretold; and that
the country fellow that came up to the feaft of
* Tabernacles, about. feven years before the fiege
of Ferufalem, alluded to the fixth verfe, when he
cried without ceafing, W% to the city! wo to the
temple ! A voice from the four cornsrs, a voice againft
Ferufalem, a woice againft the mation, &c. But

granting that the man had this text in view, which
is not certain (his words being confiderably diffe-
rent from it) it will not follow that thefe words
in the Prophecy were intended to predi&t that
event. And as to the words of the 8th, as foon as
Zion travailed, fhe brought forth ber children, which
are thought to relate to the fudden fpread of the
gofpel, they appear to me rather to refpe the
fudden and unexpefted Reftoration of the I
reelites in the latter times. For the gofpel was
eftablithed gradually in the world, and did not
bring forth its children a¢ once, or in one day, as
it is exprefled in the former part of this verfe.
From the 1oth verfe to the end of the chapter,

D the
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the happy ftate of Jerufalem reftored, and -the
deftru&tion of her enemies, is plainly delivered, °
It is faid, ver. 19. that thofe that efcape of them,
Jhall be fent unto the nations, to Tarfhifk, Pul, Lud,
Tubal, Favan, and the ifles afar off. Now the them
here does not mean (as fome fuppofe) the Fews
who are now accordingly difperfed ameng thefe
‘nations, ‘but thofe which fhall efcape of all thofe
nations and tongues mentioned in the verfe be-
fore, which fhall be gathered together ; and which
in the 16th verfe are called al/ flefh, with whom
the Lord will plead with fire and fword, and the
Jlain of the Lord fhall be many. And who thould
thefe be, but thofe who, according to other
Prophecies, which I fhall hereafter confider, are
to oppofe this re-fettlement of Ifrael, and to fall
in the battle of Armageddon; to which allo the '
laft verfe of this chapter relates they fhall go

Sorth, and look wupon the carcaffes of the men who
bave tranfgrefled againft me for their worm [ball
not die, &c. words which are elfewhere applied ta
the fame battle of Armageddon. 1 fhall make but
one remark more, viz. on verfe 20. where it is
faid, zbey (the Gentiles) fhall bring all your bre-
thren—out of all mations, upon borfes and chariots,
&c.—to my boly mountain Ferufalem, which circum-
ftances feem to me to be fuch, as are by no means
applicable to the church, or to the return from °
the Babylonifl captivity. :

MICAH
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M1CAH prophefied in the days of Fotham,
Abaz, and Hezekiab, kings of Fudab, about 7 50
years before Chrit. ,

XXIIL

Micanii. 12. I will furely affemble, O Jacob,
all of thee: I will furcly gather the remnant of If-
rael, I will put. them together as the fheep of Boz-

. rah, as the flock in the midft of their fold: they
ﬁma]l make great noife, by reafon of the multitude of
_men,.

XXIV.

Micawn iv. 1. But in the laft days it fhall come
to pafs, that the mountain of the houfe of the Lord
fhall be eftablifhed in the top of the mountains, and
it fhall be exalted above the hills, and people fhall

2 flow unto it. And many nations fhall come and
fay, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, and to the houfe of the God of Jacob, and
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in
his paths : for the law fhall go forth of Zion, and

3 the word of the Lord from Jerufalem. And he
fhall judge among many people, and rebuke ftrong
nations afar off, and they fhall beat their fwords
into plow-fhares, and their fpears into pruning-
hooks : nation fhall not lift up a fword againft na-

4 tion, neither fhall they learn' war any more, But
they fhall fit every man under his vine and under his
fig-tree, and none thall make them afraid: for the
mouth of the Lord of hofts hath fpoken it.

D2 In
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6 In that day, faith the Lord, will [ aflemblg her .tba;g:
halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out,
7 and her that | have afflided. And 1 will make her
' that halteth a remnant, and her that was caft far
off 2 ftrong nation ; and Jehovah fhall reign over
them in mount Zion, from -henceforth, even for,
11 ever.*— Now alfo many nations are gathered
againft ‘thee, that fay, Let her be defiled, and let
12 opr eye Jook upon Zion. But they know not the
* thoughts of the Lord, neither upderftand they his
. counfel : for he fhall gather them as the fheaves in-
13 to the floor.  Arife, and threth, O daughter of -
- Zion: for T wijll make thine horn iron, and I
will make thy hoofs brafs, and thou fhalt beat in
pneces many people: and I will confecrate their
gain unto Jehovah, and their fubftance unto the
Lord of the whole earth

This fourth chapter of Micab, according to the }
contents prefixed to it, defcribes tbe glory, peace,
kingdom, and viflery of the church : and fo indeed
it does ; but it is not the prefent, or any paf ftate
~of the church, as appears from the third and

fourth verfes; for fuch an umvcrfal peace and
happinefs has never yet taken’ place, nor ever will
till thofe laft days, when tbe mountain of the boufe
of the Lord fhall be efiablifled in the top of the moun-

* In Tigdale's tranflation of the yth verfe, it ls And will
give iffue unto the sze, inftead of Aud I aill make ber that
" balteth a remnunt, which is cenam]y better. For the Lord
is here ‘promxﬁng an increafe to her that halteth, and is
driven out, as appears by the latter cnd of the verfc, and

neta diminution of l.hem to q rnmmnt.
tains,
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tains; or till fhe that was caft afar off fhall be made
a flrong nation, i. e. till Ifrael fhall be reftored,
ahd become the moft powerful nation upon earth,
Then it is, that the church of Chrift fhall be in
that glorious and happy ftate, fo often foretold
by the Prophets:
XXV |
Mican v. 3. Therefore will he give them p,
until the time that fhe which travailcth hath brought
) forth : then the remnant of his brethren fhall return
- 4 unto the children of Ifrael, And he fhall ftand and -
feed [or rule] in the ftrength of the Lord, in the
majefty of the name of Jehovah his God, and they
thall abide : for now fhall he be great unto the énds
§ of the earth. And this min fhall be the peace when
the Affyrian * fhall come into out land : and when
he fhall tread in our palaces; then fhall we raife .
againft him feven fhepherds, and eight princes of
6 men. And they fhall wafte the land of Affyria with
the fword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances
thereof : thus fhall he deliver us from the Aflyrian
when he cometh into our land, and when he tread-
’ - eth

*® By the Afyrian, according to Mr. MepE, is meant Gog
of the land of Magog, chief pririce of Mefbech and Tubal, of
whom Ezekiel prophecied. ¢ Not as thouglhi this fhould be
¢ his original nation, 'but as the province ftom whence he
¢ fhould fall into the land of fael. For the prince of Ma-
¢ gog and Tubal cannot come into the land of Ifrael, till he
¢ be firlt mafter of the land of Afur, which lles between
¢ them. And the Prophet defcribes him by this namé, rather
¢ than by that of his own nation, becaufe the name of 4/5ur
¢ was at that time fo terriblé to the Jeaws, and the invafion

Dg ' ¢ of
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7 eth within our borders. And the remnant of Jacob
fhall be in the midft of many people as a dew from
the Lord, as the fhowers upon the grafs, that tar-
rieth not for a man, nor waiteth for the fons of

8 men. And the remnant of Jacob fhall be among the
Gentiles in ‘the midft of many people: as a lion
among the beafts of the foreft, as a young lion a-
mong the'flocks of fheep: who, if he go through,
both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none
can deliver.

. The words, therefore will be give them up, &c. in’
the third verfe, have reference to the firft and fe-
cond verfes, Now gatber thyfelf in trcops, O daugh-
ter of troops (or robbers), by which fome under-
_ ftand the Roman ftate, which were robbers of
mankind in general, who /lsid fiege againfi them,
and fmote the judge of Ifrael with a rod upon the
cheek; notwithftanding which, the ruler who
thould come out of Bethlem Euphratab,-fhould
give them up no longer than until the time which
fhe that travaileth hath brought' forth ; and the
remnant of his brethren fhall return unto the

¢ of Salmanaffér and Sennacherib ftill frefh in their minds.: and
¢ perhaps thofe nations were then at the devotion of the 4/
¢ fyrian, and no {mall part of his army, as they ufed to be
¢ of the Saracens, when they ruled in thofe parti. Howfo-

¢ ever, by this name, he pointed to a northern enemy, what-
. foever the nation fhould be that fhould then empire it in.
¢ thofe parts, as the 4fjrians did, when he prophecied. For
¢ Afyria is defcribed by that fifuation, J/a. xiv. 31. Fer. i. 13.
¢ and iv. 6. Zech. ii. 6.’ ' ~ .

o Mcoe, B. IV, Epift. XLI.
’ children
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children of Ifrael. By the Afjrian, who fhall
come into their land, and tread in their palaces,
‘is not meant the Affyrian empire at that time fub-
fifting, which was never laid wafte by the fword
. of Ifrael, or any fhepherds or princes by them
raifed up againft it; but thofe 'who fhould pofiefs
the land of Afyria in the latter days, and fhould
oppofe the Reftoration of Ifrael. By the Affrian,
therefore, I take the Turki/h empire to be intend-
ed ; among whom the remnant of Facob are to be
as a lion among the beafts of the ficld, &e.

'

XXVI.

Mican vii. 11. In the day that thy walls are
to be built, in that dzfy thall the decree be far re-
12 moved. * In that day alfo he fhall come even to
thee from Affyria, and from the fortified cities, and
from the fortrefs even to.the river, and from féa to
16 fea, and from mountain to mountain.—T he nations -
thall fee and be confounded at all their might : they
thall lay their hand upon: their mouth; their ears
17 fhall be deaf. They fhall lick the duft like a fer-
pent, they fhall move out of their holes like worms
of the earth: they fhall be afraid of Jchovah our
18 God, and fhall féar becaufe of thee. Who is a
20 God like unto thee, &c. Thou will perform the
_truth toJacob,and the mercy to Abraham,which thou
haft fworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

What this was that was fworn unto Alrahamn,
I have above fhewn 1, v7z. That the land Abra-

Eom—

* In Tixoare, The law fhall go abroad. 1 Article I
D 4 bam
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#am then flood upon, fhould be given unto bmv
and to bis ji’ed for ever, . :

ofococfesiostoctosioctoogonts ofoofoste slieafosfoofoofostioofoctiooi

ZEPHANIAH prophefied in the days of
- Fofiab, about the year before Chritt 630.

XXVIL

ZErH. iii. 8. Wait you upon me, faith the
Lord, until the day that I rife up unto the prey : for
my determination is to gather the nations, that I
may aflemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them my
indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the
earth fliall be devoured with the fire of my jea-

’19 loufy. Behold, at that time, I will undo all that
* afflict thee, and will fave her that halteth, and ga-
ther her that was driven out, and I will get them
praife and fame in every land, where they have been
20 put to fhame. At that time will I bring you again,
even in the time that I gather you: for I will make
you a name and a praife among all people of the
earth, when I turn back your captivity bcfore your
eyes, faith the Lord.

'y be day referred to in the 8th verfc is plamly
the fame time whichis fpoken of in the two laft
verfes ; and alfo in all the intermediate verfes,
which I have omitted, to avoid prolixity, and not
becaufe they are any ways foreign to my defign.
The return from captivity here mentioned, is evi-
dently future; becaufe the Fewi/h nation have
not yet been made a name and a praife among all
~ people
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people of the earth ; but rather a reproach : nei-
ther can it relate to the return from Babylon, be-
caufe it is faid, ver. 15. that they fhould not fee
evil any more.

] XI*’.XX-XXXXXXXXX);XXXXX)(X>1XXXXXXXX

FEREMIAH began ‘to propﬁccy in the
“days of Jofiab, king of Fudab, about the year
629, before Chrift.

XXVIIL

JEr. iii. 16. It fhall come to pafs when ye be
multiplied and increafed in the land: in thofe days
faith the Lord, they fhall fay no more, The ark of
the covenant of the Lord : neither fhall it come to
mind, neither fhall they remember it, neither fhall
they vifit it, neither fhall that be done any more.
17 At that time they fhall call Jerufalem the throne of

the Lord, and all the nations fhall be gathered unto

it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerufalem : neither

fhall they walk any more after the imagination of
18 their evil heart. In thofe days the houfe of Judah
"fhall walk with the houfe of Ifrael, and they fhall
come together out of the land of the.north, to the
land that I have given for an inheritance unto your
fathers.

A

XXIX.

JER. xvi. 14. Therefore, behold the days come,
faith the Lord, that it fhall no more be faid, The
Lord liveth that brought up the children of Ifrael

15 out of the land of Egypt ; But, The Lord liveth that
brought up the children of Ifrael from the land of
the

-
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the north, and from a]l the lands whither he had

driven them: and I will bring them again into their
land that I gave unto their fathers,

XXX.

JERr. xxiii. 3. And I will gather the remnant of
my flock out of all countries whither I have driven
» them, and will bring them AGAIN to their folds, and
4 they fhall be fruitful and increafe. And I will fet
up fhepherds over them, which fhall feed them, and
they fhall fear no more, nor be difmayed, neither
s fhall they be lacking, faith the Lord. Behold, the
- days come, faith the Lord, that I will raife unto
David a righteous branch, and a king fhall reign-
and profper, and fhall execute judgment and juftice
6 in the earth *. In his days Judah fhall be faved,
and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely : and this is his name
whercby he fhall be called, ¥ehovab oyr Righteou/-
v nefs.. Therefore, behold the days come, faith the
Lord, that they fhall no more fay, The Lord liveth
which brought up the children of Hrael out of the
8 land of Egypt; But,The Lord liveth which brought
up, and which led the feed of the houfe of Ifrael
" out of the north country, and from all countries
whither I had driven them, and they fhall dwell in-
their own land

* This gth verfe is generally applicd to the coming of
Chrift, and fo indeed it ought to“be: but then it is plainly
his fecond coming that is here intended, as appears from the

_very next words, In bis days Judab fball be fated, and Ifracl
jball davell [afely, &c. which is not true, if applied to the fir/?
coming of Chrift. For foon after that, tliey were fo far from
being faved, or duvelling fafely; that thcy underwent a terrible

deftruttion.
XXXI.
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XXXI.

" JER. xxx. 3. For lo, the days come, faith the
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my
people Ifrael and Judah (faith the Lord) and I will
caufe them to return to the land that I gave to their
10 fathers, and they fhall poffefs it.——Therefore fear
thou not, O my fervant Jacob, faith the Lord,
neither be difmayed, O Ifrael: for lo, I will fave
thee from afar, and thy feed from the land of their
captivity, and Jacob fhall return, and fhall be in reft .
11 and quiet, and none fhall make him afraid. ForI
am with thee, faith the Lord, to fave thee: though
I make a full end of all nations whither I have fca-
tered thee, yet will [ not make a full end of thee:
but I will corre® thee in meafure, and will not
18 leave thee altoggther unpunithed.———Thus faith
the Lord, behold, I will bring again the captivity
of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy upon his-dwelling
places: and the city fhall be built on her own
heap, and the palace fhall remain after the manner
19 thereof *. And out of them fhall proceed thankf-
giving, and the voice of them that make merry :
and I will multiply them, and they fhall not be a
few ; I will alfo glorify them, and they fhall not be
20 fmall. Their children alfo fhall be as aforetime,
and their congregation fhall be eftablithed before
me; and I will punifh all that opprefs them.

XXXII.

JER. xxxi. 4. Again I will build thee, and thou
‘(halt be built, O virgin of Ifracl, thou fhalt be a-

* In Tindale’s tranflation, ¢¢ And the houfes fhall have
the.u' right foundations.”

again
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gain adorned with thy tabrets, and fhalt go forth in
“the dances of them that make merry. Thou fhalt

yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samarla, the
the planters fhall plant, and fhall eat them as .com-

6 mon things. For there fhall bea day that the watch-

men upon the Mount Ephraim thall cry, Arife, ye,and

7 let us go up toZion, unto Jehovah our God. For

thus faith the Lord, Sing with gladnefs for Jacob,
and fhout among the chiefs of the nations : publith
.ye, praife ye, and fay, O Lord, fave thy people,

8 the remnant of Ifrael. Behold, I will bring them

from the north country, and gather them from the
coafts of the earth, and with them the blind and
the lame, the woman with child, and her that tra-
vaileth with child together, a great company fhall

' -g return thither. They fhall come with weeping,

and with fupplications will I 'lead them *: I will
caufe them to walk by the rivers of waters, in a
ftrait way wherein they fhall not ftumble : for I am
a father to Ifrael, and Ephraim is my firft-born.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and de-

11

clare it in the ifles afar off, and fay, He that fcat-

tered Ifracl will gather him, and keep him as a
fhepherd does his flock. For the Lord hath redeem-

- ed Jacob, and ranfomed him from the hand of him
12 that was ftronger than he. Therefore they fhall

come and fing in the height of Zion, and fhall flow
together to the goodnefs of the Lord, for wheat,
and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the
flock, and of the herd : and their foul fhall be as a
watered garden, and they fhall not forrow any more
at all,

. ® How much better is Tindale’s tranflation! ¢ They de-

(L

parted from hence in heavinefs, but with joy will I bring
them hither again.”

All
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Al thefe Prophecies of Yeremiak do plainly
relate to a futurg Reftoration, for the following
reafons: 1. Becaufe they fpeak of both Epbraim
and Fudab; by the former of which, is always
theant the ten tribes; and fometimes of thefe
alone, as diftinguithed from Fudab; but thefe
have never yet been reftored as a nation, although
fome few of them might, perhaps, return along
with the Fews from Babylon. 2. Becaufe it is faid,
chap. xxiii. 4. they fhall fear no more, nor be dif
mayed ; and xxx. 10. Facob fhall return, and fhall
be in reft and peace, and nome fhall make bim afraid ;
and xxxi. 12. And they fhall not forrow any more.
All which Propliefies are not true, if applied to
the return from Babylon, even of Fadab ; lefs fo of
" Epbraim, who never rcturncd at all, as I above
Qbfervcd

XXXIIIL

Jrr. xxxi. 35. Thus faith the Lord, which
giveth the fun for a light by day, and the ordinan-
ces of the moon, and of the ftars, for a light by
night, which divideth the fea when the waves

86 thereof roar; the Lord of Hofts is his name, If
thofe ordinances depart from before me, faith
the Lord, then the feed of Ifracl fhall alfo ceafe

.37 from being a nation befors me for ever. Thus faith
the Lord, If heaven above can be meafured, and -
the foundations of the earth fearched out beneath, I’
will alfo caft of all the feed of Ifrael, for all that they

38 have done, faith the Lord. Behold, the days come,

" faith the Lord, that the city fhall be built to the
L.ord, from the jower of Hapaneel, unta the gate.

of
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39 of the corner. . And the meafuring line fhall yet
- go forth over againft it, upon the hill Gareb, and

‘40 fhall compafs about to Goath. And the whole val-
ley of the dead bodies, and of the afhes, and all the
fields unto the brook of Kedron; unto the corner of
the horfegate toward the eaft, fhall be holy unto the
Lord, it thall not be plucked up, not thrown down
any more for ever,

Nothing can be more exprefs than the 36th
and 37th verlfes, againft the feed of Ifrael’s being
_ caft off for all that they have done, or ceafing to

- be a nation for ever. And the laft words of the
4oth verfe -render it very evident, that this Pro-
phecy is not yet fulfilled ; nor can relate to the
re-building, at the return from Babylon,

XXXIV.

Jer. xxxiii. 7. I will caufe the captivity of Ju-

dah and the captivity of Ifrael to return, and will

9 build them as at the firft And it fhall be to
. me a name of joy, a praife, and an honour before
all nations of the earth, which fhall hear all the
good that I do unto them : and they fhall fear and
tremble for all the goodnefs, and for all the profpe-
10 rity that I procure unto it. Thus faith the Lord,
Again there fhall be heard in this place, (which ye
fay fhall be defolate without’' man and without

. beaft, even in the cities of Judah, and in the ftreets
of Jerufalem, that are defolate without man, and

11 without inhabitant, and without beaft) The voice
of joy, and the voice ‘of gladnefs, the voice of the
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice
of them that fhall fay, Praifesthe Lord of hofts, for
the
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the Lord is good, for his mercy endureth for ever,
and of them that fhall bring the facrifice of praife
into the houfe of the Lord ; for I will caufe to re-
turn the captivity of the land, as at the firft, faith
the Lord.

- Though many parts of this.Prophecy may be
applied to the return from Babylon, yet the 7th
verfe thews it to be fpoken both of Fudab and If-
rael; and the gth proves it to relate to a future
Reftoration, the Fews not having yet been a praife
and bonour before all nations.

24

25

26

XXXV,

JER. xxxiii. 23. Moreover the word of the Lord
came to Jeremiah, faying, Confidereft thou not
what this people have fpoken, faying, The two fa-
milies which the Lord hath chofen, he hath even
caft them off ! Thus have they defpifed my people,
that they fhould be no more a nation before
them, Thus faith the Lord, If my covenant be not
with day and night, and if I have not appointed the
ordinances of heaven and earth: Then will I caft
away the feed of Jacob, and David my fervant, fo
that I will not take any of his feed to be rulers over
the feed of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob: for I will
caufe their captivity to return, and have mercy on
them,

XXXVI. .

J e R, xlvi. 27. But fear not thou, O my fervant
Jacob, and be not difmayed, O Ifrael ; for behold,
I will fave thee from afar off, and thy feed from the

land of their captivity, and Jacob fhall return, and
5 , be
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be in reft, and‘at eafe, and none fhall make him
28 afraid. Fear thou not, O Jacob my fervant, faith

the Lord, for I am with thee, for I will make a’

full end of all the nations whither I have driven

thee, but I will not make a full end of thee, but

correét thee in meafure ; yet will I not wholly leaye

thee unpunithed.

Thefe two laft Prophecies are alone fufficient
to confute the opinion of thofe who ‘deny any
futurc Reftoration. of Ifrael.

SCRRECRECROCROCRE RO IR AKX M IR REK

EZEKIEL prophefied in the land of the
Chaldeans, about the year 595 before Chrift, -

XXXVIL -

Ezek. xvi. 53. When I fh4ll bring again their
captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters,
and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then
will I bring again the captivity of thy captives, in

54 the midft of them. So that thou mayeft bear thine
own fhame, and mayeft be confounded in all that
thou haft done, in that thou art a comfort unto

.55 them. When thy fifters, Sodom and her daughters
fhall return to their former eftate, and Samaria apd
her daughters fhall return to their former eftate,
then thou and thy daughters fhall return to your

59 former eftate *.——For thys faith the Lord God, I

* As for their captyvite, namely, the captyvite of Sodom
-and her daughters ; the captyvite of Samaria and her daugh-
ters: I wyll brynge them again, fo wyll I alfo brynge again
thy captyvite amonge them, TiNDALE.

- wil]
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will evert deal with thee as thou haft done *, which
haft defpifed the oath in breaking the covenant:
6o Neverthelefs, I will remember my covenant with
thee in the days of thy youth, and I will ftablith
61 unto thee an everlafting covenant. Then thou fhalt
remember thy ways and be athamed, when thou fhalt
receive thy fifters, thine clder and thine younger :
and I will give them unto thee for daughters but
62 not by covenantt, And I will ftablith my cove-
nant with thee, and thou fhalt know that I am the
63 Lord, That thou mayeft remember, and be con-
founded, and never open thy mouth any more be-

caufe of thy thame, when I am pacified toward thee
for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord God.

Some may, perhaps, conclude, from ver. 55,
that there fhall be no return of Ifrael, becaufe it
is faid, they fhall not return to their former eftate
till Sodom and Samaria thall return; but from the
following verfes ir plainly appears, that this is a
wrong conclufion. For it is faid, ver. 6o and 61,
1 will remember my covenant with thee, &c. and thod
Jhalt remember thy ways, &c. thou fhalt receive thy
JSifters, thine elder, and thy younger: and I will
give them unto thee for daughters, &c. all which
rather prove that Sodom and Samaria fhall be re-
ftored, than that Judab fhall not. '

* 1 fboulde (by ryght) deale awith thee as thou bafft done,
Tinpare. Which tranflation is much more agreeable to what
follows in the next verfe.

4 And that befide thy covenant,  Tinpate.

E XXXVIIL
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XXXVIIL

EzEK. xx. 39. As for you, O houfe of Ifrael,
thus faith the Lord, Go yé, ferve ye every man his
idols, and hereafter aljo if ye will not hearken unto
_me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with
40 your gifts, and with your idols ®*. For in mine holy
mountain, in the mountain of the height of Ifrael,
faith the Lord God, there fhall all the houfe of If-
rael, all of them in the land ferve me j there will I
accept them, and there will I require your offer-
ings, and the firft- fruits of your oblations, with all

41 your holy things. I will accept you with your fweet
favour, when I bring you out from the people, and
gather you out of the countries wherein ye have
been fcattered, and I will be fan&ified in you be-

42 fore the heathen. And ye fhall know that I am the
Lord, when I fhall bring you into the land of If-
rael, into the country for the which I lifted up mine

43 hand to give it to your fathers. And there fhall ye
remember your ways and all your doings wherein ye
have been defiled, and ye fhall loath yourfelves in
your own fight, for all your evils that ye have com-

44 mitted. And ye fhall know that I am the Lord,
when I have wrought with you for my name’s fake,
not according to your wicked ways, nor according

to your corrupt doings, O ye houfe of Ifrael, faith
the Lord God. '

.

The gathering out of the countries wherein
they were {cattered, ver. 41. cannot be applied to

* Go now then (fayeth the Lorde God) ye houfe of Ifrael,
caft awaye and deftroye every man his idoles : then fhall ye
heare me, and no more blafpheme my holie name with your
offerings and your idoles. ~ TinpaLk.

the
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the return from Babylon, becaufe it is faid in the
preceding verfe, that aLL #be boufe of Ifracl, aLL of
them in the land fhall ferve the Lord, and be accepted
of bim in the boly mountain, whereas the two tribes
only returned from that captivity. The two laft
verfes alfo thew that this Prophecy does not relate
to the Babylonifh captivity: for fince the returd
from thence, Ifrael have not loathed themfelves
for all the evils that they have committed ; neither
has the Lord as yet wrought with them for his
name’s [ake, and not according to their wicked
ways, &

XXXI1X.

Ezex. xxviii. 25. Thus faith the Lord God,
When I §all have gathered the houfe of Ifrael from
the people among whom they are fcattered, and
fhall be fan&lified in- them in the fight of the hea-
then, then fhall they dwell in their land, that I have

26 given to my fervant Jacob. And they fhall dwell
fafely therein, and fhall build houfes, and plant
vineyards: yea, they fhall dwell with confidence,
when I have executed judgments upon all thofe that
defpife them tound about them, and they fhall know
that I am Jehovah their God,

XL,

E z e k. xxxiv. 25. And I will make with them

& covenant of peace, and I will caufe the evil beafts

to ceafe out of the land : and they fhall dwell fafe<.

86 ly in the wildernefs, and fleep in the woods.. And
I will make them, and the places round about my
hill, a blefling ; and I will caufe the fhower to come

' E 2 down
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down in his feafon ; there fhall be thowers of blef-
27 fing. And the tree of the field thall yield her fruit,
and the earth fhall yield-her increafe, and they fhall
be fafe in their land, and fhall know that I am the
Lord, when I have broken the bands of their yoke,
 and delivered them out of the hands of thofe that
28 ferved themfelves of them. And they fhall no more
be a prey to the heathen, neither fhall the beafts of
the land devour them ; but they fhall dwell fafely,
29 and none fhall make them afraid. And I will raife,
up for them a plant of renown, and they fhall be
no more confumed with hunger in the land, neither
bear the fhame of the heathen any more.

The perfons with whom the covenant of peace
mentioned in ver. 25. is to be made, are they
who are defcribed in the former part of the chap-
ter, under the chara&er of fheep; and thefe have
been generally fuppefed to be the cburch, as it
has hitherto fubfifted. But the circumftances
mentioned in this Prophecy, and in that before
it, will by no means admit of fuch allegorical in-
terpretation. The being feattered, the returning to
their own land, the dwelling fafely, &c. are circum-
ftances not applicable to the Chriftian church,
but very properly fo to the difperfed Jfraelires.
And that the Prophecy cannot be applied to the
return from any former captivity, is plain, from
ver. 29. They fhall be no more confumed with bunger,
weither bear the fbame of the beatben any more : and
alfo from the.28th verfe, 4nd tlrgy Shall no mere be
aproto the beathen.

- I now
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I now come to the longeft and moft entire Pro-
phecy in the whole Bible, concerning the future
Reftoration of both Fudab and Ifrael, which is
contained in the 36, 37th, 38th, and 39th chap-
ters of Ezekiel, and treats of that fubje& only,
without the intervention of any thing foreign to
it; which is not the cafe of many others that are
much fhorter than this.

XLI.

E z Ex. xxxvi. 1. Allo thou fon of man, pro-
phefie unto the mountains of Ifrael, and fay, Ye
mountains of Ifrael;, hear the word of the Lord.

2 Thus faith the Lord God, Becaufe the enemy had
faid againft you, Aha, even the ancient high places
3 are ours in pofleflicn : Therefore prophefie, and
fay, Thus faith the Lord God, Becaufe they have
made you defolate, and fwallowed you up on every
fide, that ye might be a poffeflion unto the refidue
of the heathen, and ye are taken up in the lips of
4 talkers, and are an infamy of the people : There-
" fore, ye mountains of Ifrael, hear the word of the
Lord God, Thus faith the Lord God to the moun-
tains and to the hills, to the rivers and to the val-
leys, to the defolate waftes, and to the cities that
are forfaken, which -became a prey and derifion to
the refidue of the heathen that are round about :
5 Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Surely in the
fire of my jealoufie have I fpoken againft the refi-
due of the heathen, and againft all 1dumea, ‘which
" have appointed my land into their pofleffion, with
the joy of all their heart, with defpiteful minds to
6 caft it out for a prey. Prophefie therefore concern-

ing the land of Ifracl, and fay unto the mountains
E 3 ' and
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and to the hills, to the rivers and to the valleys,
thus faith the Lord God, Behold I have fpoken in
my jealoufie, and in my fixry, becaufe ye have born
the fhame of the heathen. Therefore thus faith the
Lord God, I have lifted up mine hand, Surely the
heathen that are about you, they fhall bear their
8 fhame. But ye, O mountains of Ifrael, ye fhall
thoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to
9 my people Ifrael, for they are at hand to come. For
behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you,
10 and ye fhall be tilled and fown. And I will multi-
ply men upon you, all the houfe of Ifrael, even all
of it, and the cities fhall be inhabited, and the
31 waftes fhall be builded. And I will multiply upon
you man and beaft, and they fhall increafe, and
pring fruit, and I will fettle you after your old
eftates, and will do better unto you than at your
begipnjngs, and ye fhall know that I am the Lord.
32 Yea, I will caufe men to walk upon you, even my
people Ifrael, and they fhall poffefs thee, and thou
fhalt be their inheritance, and thou fhalt no more
13 henceforth bereave them of men. Thus faith the Lord
§Sod, Becaufe they fay unto you, thou Jand devoureft
14 up men, and haft bereaved thy nations, Therefore
thou fhalt devour men no more, neither bereave thy
15 nations any more, faith the Lord God. Neither will
I caufe men to hear in thee the fhame of the heathen
any more, neither fhalt thou bear the reproach of
the peop]e ‘any more, neither fhalt thou caufe thy
natnpns to fall any more ¥, faith the Lord God.

That this part of the ‘Prophecy is not to be
underftood allegorically, and applied to the Gen-

* Nor caft out thyne owne people any more, TINDALE.
tle
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tile churches, is plain, from the very expreflions
uled. For the mountains, bills, rivers, and valleys
of Ifrael, the defolate waftes, and tbe cities that are
Jorfaken ; which became a prey and derifion to the
refidue of the beatben that are round about, chap.
xxxxvi. 4. can never be fuppofed to be a defcrip-
tion of the Gentile churches ; there not being the
leaft propriety of expreflion in fuch allegory, if
thus applied : but the defcription is exaétly true
of the land of Ifrael, taken in the literal fenfe.
If then it muft be taken in a literal fenfe, the
next enquiry is, whether it be already fulfilled,
or is yet future. That the Prophecy was not
fulfilled by the return from Balylo$, is evident
from ver. 10. And I will multiply men upon you {the
mountains of lfrael) all the boufe of Ifracl, even all
of it. Now, allowing that a part of Ifrael return-
ed with the children of Yudab from the Babylonifls
captivity, yet this Prophecy will not be fulfilled,
which, agreeably to many others (fome of which
1 fhall prefently mention) afferts, that 4/ the boufe
of Ifracel, even all of it, fhall return. Add to this,
ver. 11, I will fettle you after your old efates, and
will do better unto you than at your beginnings*.
When was this fulfilled? At the deftruction of
Ferufalem by the Romans? or in'any time fince
that period ? No, furely. No one can pretend
that this is yet fulfilled to the houfe of Ifrael, and

* Shew you more kindnefs than ever you had before.
Tixpare.

E 4 . con-
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gonfequently it muft be yet future. This is ftill
further confirmed by the 12th, 14th, and 15th
verfes, thou fhalt no more bereave them. of men
and, thou fhalt devour men. mo mere, neither bereave
thy nations any more, &c. all which will appear to
~ the reader in a ftill ftronger light in the fequel of
this Prophecy, to which I now return.

16 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto mé,

17 faying, Son of man, when the houfe of Ifracl
dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their
own way, and by their doings : their way was be-
fore me as the uncleannefs of a removed woman,
38 Wherefore I poured my fury upon “them for the
blood tha® they had fhed upon. the land, .and for
19 their idols wherewith they had polluted it. And I
~ fcattered them among the heathen, and they were
difperfed through the countries: according to their
way, and according to their doings I judged them.

20 And when they entered unto the heathen—they
" [the beathen] profaned my holy name, when they
faid to them, Thefe are the people of the Lord, and

~ 21 are gone forth out of his land *. But I had pity
’ for my holy name, which the houfe of Ifrael had
profaned [or caufed to be profancd] among the heathen

22 whither they went 4. Therefore fay unto the houfe
’ of

* Tbhey, in this verfe, means the beathen (and not the I/~
raclites, as fome fuppofe) who profaned the Lord’s name by
faying jeeringly or ironically, Thefe are the people of the Lord
(his favourites, &c.) and yet, they are gone forth out of his
laxd, i. e. 2s much as to fay, He (the Lord)’is not able to
kcep them in their own land.

t Some may think, from this verfe, that it was rael
that
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of Ifrae), thus faith the Lord God, 1 do net this for
your fakes, O houfe of Ifracl, but for mine holy
name’s fake, which ye have profaned [or caufed to
be profaned] among the heathen whither ye went.
23 And I will fan&ific my great name which was pro-
faned among the heathen, which ye have profaned
[or caufed to be profaned] in the midft of them ; and
the heathen fhall know that I am the Lord, faith
the Lord God, when I fhall be fan&ified in you,
24 before their eyes. For I will take you from among
the heathen, and gather you out of all countries,
25 and will bring you into your own land. Then will
I fprinkle clean ‘water upon you, and ye fhall be
clean: from all your filthinefs, and from all your
26 idols will I cleanfe you. A new heart alfo will I
give you, and a new fpirit will I put within you ;
and I will take away the ftony heart out of your
27 flefh, and I will give you a heart of fleth. And I will
put my fpirit within you, and caufe you to walk in
my ftatutes, and ye fhall keep my judgments, and
28 do them. And ye fhall dwell in the land that I
gave to your fathers, and ye fhall be my people, and
29 I will be your God. I will alfo fave you from all
your uncleannefs, and I will call for the corn, and
30 will increafe it, and lay no famine upon you. And
I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increafe
of the field, that ye fhall receive no more reproach’
31 of famine among the heathen. Then fhall ye re-
member your own evil ways, and your doings that
were not good, and fhall loath yourfelves in your
own ﬁght, for your iniquities, and for your abomi«

that was meant by tbey in the preceding verfe, who profan~ .

ed, & But it is plain, that the profanation there men-

sioned was the fpeech made 0, not 64, the Lfraclites.
nations.
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32 nations. Not for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord
God, be it known unto you: be athamed and con-
33 founded for your own ways, O houfe of Ifrael. Thus
faith the Lord God, In the day that I have cleanfed
you from all your. iniquities, I will alfo caufe you
to dwell in the cities, and the waftes fhall be build-
34 ed. And the defolate land fhall be tilled, whereas
35 it lay defolate in the fight of all that paffed by. And
they fhall fay, This land that was defolate is become
like the garden of Eden; and the wafte and defa-
late and ruined cities are become fenced, and are
36 inhabited. Then the heathen that are left round
about you, fhall know that I the Lord build the
ruined places, and plant that that was defolate ; I the
37 Lord have fpoken it, and I will do it. Thus faith
the Lord God, I will yet for this be enquired of by
the houfe of Ifrael to do it for them, I will increafe
38 them with men like a flock. As the holy flock, as
the flock of Jerufalem in her folemn feafts, fo fhall
the wafte cities be filled with flocks of men, and
they fhall know that I am the Lord.

The Prophet having thus defcribed the Refto-
ration of Fudab and Ifrael, in words fo plain and
clear, that none but a profefled commentator
. {(one would think) could have poffibly miftaken
‘them, proceeds, in the next chapter, by a vifion
of dry bones reviving, to fhew, that however un-
promifing the ftate of. Ifrael might feem, when
difperfed throughout all lands, yet that God would
moft certainly effe&t the re-union of the tribes
which he here foretold.

Chap. xxxvii. 1. The hand of the Lord was up-

on me, and carried me out in the fpirit of the Lord,
and
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and fet me down in the midft of the valley which was
2 full of bones, And caufed me to pafs by them
round about, and behold, there were very many in
3 the open valley, and lo they were very dry. And
he faid unto me, Son of man, can thefe bones live 2
And I anfwered, O Lord God, thou knoweft.
4 Again he faid unto me, Prophefie upon thefe bones,
and fay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word
5 of the Lord. Thus faith the Lord God unto thefe
bones, Behold, I will caufe breath to enter into
6 you, and ye fhall live. And I will lay finews upon
you, and will bring up fleth upon you, and cover
you with fkin, and put breath in you; and ye fhall
9 know that I am the Lord. So I prophefied as I was
commanded ; and as I prophefied, there was a noife,
and behold, a fhaking, and the bones came toge-
8 ther, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo,
the finews and the fleth came upon them, and the
. fkin covered them above; bur there was no breath
9 in them. Then faid he unto me, Prophefie unto
-the wind [or breath] and fay to the wind [or éreath]
thus faith the Lord God, Come from the four winds,

O breath, and breathe upon thefe flain, that they - ‘

10 may live. So I prophefied as he commanded me, and
the breatk came into them, and they lived and ftood
11 upon their feet, an exceeding great army. Then

he faid unto me, thefe bones are the wHOLE houfe -

of Ifrael : behold, they fay, Our bones are dried,
and our hope is loft, we are cut off for our parts.
12 Therefore, prophecy and fay unto them, Thus faith
the Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will open
your graves, and caufe you to come up out of your
13 graves, and bring you into the land of Ifracl. And
ye fhall know that I am the Lord, when I have
opened your graves, O my people, and brought
F4 you up out of your graves, And fhall put my fpirit

in
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in you, and ye fhall live, and I fhall place you in
your own land : then fhall ye know that I the Lord

" have fpoken it, and performed it, faith the Lord.
15 The word of the Lord came again unto me, faying,
16 Moreover, thou fon of man, take thee one ftick,
and write upon it, For Fudab, and for the children
of Ifrael his companions: then take another ftick,
and write upon it, For Fofeph, the flick of Ephraim,

17 and for all the houfe of Ifrael bhis companions. And
join them one to anaother into one ftick, and
18 they fhall become one in thine hand. And when the
children of thy people fhall fpeak unto thee, faying,
Wilt thou not fhew us what thou meaneft by thefe ?

19 Say unto them, Thus faith the Lord God, Behold,
I will take the ftick of Jofeph which is in the hand

of Ephraim, and the tribes of Ifrael his fellows,
and will put them with him, even with the
ftick of Judah, and make them one ftick, and they

" 20 fhall be one ftick in my hand. And the fticks
" whereon thou writeft, fhall be in thine hand before
21 their eyes. 'And fay unto them, Thus faith the
Lord God, Behold, I will take the children of Ifrael
from among the heathen whither they be gone, and

- will gather them on every fide, and bring them into
22 their own land. And I will make them one nation
in the land upon the mountains of Ifrael, and one
king fhall be king to them all: and they fhall ne

~ more be two nations, neither fhall they be divided
23 into two kingdoms any more at all : Neither fhall
they defile themfelves any more with their idols,
nor with their deteftable things, nor with any of
their tranfgreffions ; but I will fave them out of all
their dwelling-places, wherein they have finned, -
and will cleanfe them: fo fhall they be my people,

25 and I will be their God.—And they fhall dwell in
the land that I have given unto Jacob my fervant,

3 wherein
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wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they fhall
dwell therein, even they and their children, and
their children’s children for ever, and my fervant
26 David fhall be their prince for ever. Moreover, I
will make a covenant of peace with them, it fhall
be an everlafling covenant with them, and I will
place them, and multiply them, and will fet my
. 27 fan&uary in the midft of them for ecvermore. My
tabernacle alfo fhall be with them : yea, I will be
28 their God, and they fhall be my people. And the
heathen fhall know that I the Lord do fan&ify
Ifrael, when my fan&uary fhall be in the midft of
them for evermore. /

That this chapter is not to be taken in an alle-
gorical fenfe, or applied to the Gentile churches,
is evident from ver. 21 and 22. For how can
the churches of the Gentiles or Chriftians in ge-
neral, become one nation in the land upon the
mountains of Jfrael ? Does not the ftick of Fudab
and the ftick of Jofeph, &c. which are to become
One, evidently mean the two kingdoms of Fudab
and Ifrael which had been divided? Thefe are
the true and literal children of Ifrael, which are
to be taken from among the heathen, and not
any allegorical offspring, as fome commentators
fuppofe, in order to obfcure fome of the moft
clear and plain paffages of the feripture Prophe- -
- cies. If then a literal reftoration of Ifrael be here
intended, it is plain that the Prophecy is not yet
fulfilled, from ver. 25. where it is faid, that after -
the Reftoration here fpoken of, they fhall dwell
in the land of their forefathers, rbey and their chil-

dren,
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dren, and their children’s children for ever. But this
we cannot fuppofe to be verified by any former
return, as they have fince been difperfed among
all nations. :

The Prophecy is therefore yet to be fulfilled,
though not without fome powerful oppofition,
which fhall be unfuccefsfully made againtt it, by
fome great and populous nations in the latter
days ; which is the fubjet of the two following
chapters.

Chap. xxxviii. 1. And the word of the Lord came

2 unto me, faying, Son of man, fet thy face againft
Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Mes
3 fhech and Tubal, and prophecy againft him *; And
fay, Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I amAagainﬁ
thee,

® The feveral nations who are here prophefied againft,
are, according to the learned Mr. Josern MEbpE, thefe that
follow :
¢ 'To Mefbech we allot Cappadocia, the inhabitants of which
were once called Mefchini, Mofchi, Moffyni, and Mojynceci.
Now for Thubal; becaufe he is neighbour to Me/bech, we muft
allot that which lies on the fouth-eaft of the Euxine fea,
which contained the people called Albani, Chalybes, and
Iberi, who ( Fofepbus faith) were anciently called Thobel;, &¢,
And fo we come to Magog ; whom, with the confeat of alt
men, we place north of Tbubal, and make him the father
of the Sgythians, that dwelt on the eaft and north-eaft of
the Euxine fea: and befides, we have this argument from
the report of Pliny, in that Seythopolis and Hierapolis, which
thefe Scyrhians took when they overcame Syria, were ever
after, by the Syrians, called Magog. And bhence we may

L}

- .« & a L) L) . & L} L) L)

¢ foon learn who is that tyrant Gog, whereof Exekiel prophe-

¢ fied,
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‘thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Mefhech and T'u-
4 bal. And I will turn thee back, and put hooks in-
to thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine
army, horfes and horfemen, all of them cloathed
with all forts of armour, even a great company, with
bucklers and fhields, all of them handling fwords.
§ Perfia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them ; all of them
6 with fhield and helmet: Gomer, and all his bands,
the houfe of Togarmah of the north quarters, and

7 all his bands, and many people with thee®. Be
thou

¢ fied, namely, the Scyrhian Ottoman of the eaft, €&c. This
¢ is that Gog of the land of Magog, chief prince of Mefbech and
¢ Thubal. As for the name Gog, it fignifies the very fame with
¢ Magog 5 for Mem is but a Heemantick letter ; and it pleafed
¢ the {pirit of God to take away this firft fyllable, to diftin-
¢ guith between the people and the land of the people, cal-
* ing the people Gog, and the land, the land of Magog. And
€ it is to be marked, that he doth not call this Gog prince of
¢ Magog, but rather Gog of the land of Magog (for fo ynx
¢ 0N gan may be termed) and chief prince of Mefbech
¢ and Thubal. For thofe who have done all this evil, were
¢ no princes in the land of Magosg, but meer vagabonds and
< mercenaries, whom their country fpewed out, becaufe they
¢ could not live at home. And yet thefe favages, at their
¢ firk coming out, made themfelves lords of Mefech and
¢ Thubal, of Cappadocia and Iberia ; and here they contained
¢ themfelves long before they attempted the conqueft of the
¢ reft of A4fia: Witnefs thofe who write the hiftory of their
. ¢ beginning! Mepe, B. I Difc. L.

% Perfia, Ethiopia, and Lybia are well-known countries.
Gomer, according to the abovementioned author, poffeffed
the parts of 4fa, which lie upon the ZEgean fea and Helle/~
pont northward, And this agrees well with Ezekiel, who
terms Gomer and Togarmak inhabitants of the fides of the

north .

3
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~ thou prepared, and -prepare for thyfelf, thou arid all
thy company that are affembled unto thee, and be
8 thou a guard unto them. After niany days thou
fhalt be vifited : -in thelatter years thou fhalt come
~ into the land that is brought back from the fword,
and is gathered out of many people, againft the
mountains of Ifrael, which have been always * wafte:
but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they
g fhall dwell fafely all of them. Thou fhalt afcend
and come like a ftorm, thou fhalt be like a cloud to
cover the land, thou and all thy bands, and many
10 people with thee. Thus faith the Lord God, It
fhall alfo come to pafs, that at the fame time fhall
things come into thy mind, and thou fhalt think an
11 evil thought. And thou fhalt fay, I will go up to
the land of unwalled villages, I will go to them that
are at reft, that dwell fafely, all of them dwelling
without walls, and having neither bars nor gates;
12 To take a fpoil, and to take a prey, to turn thine
hand upon the defolate places, that are now inhabit-
ed, and upon the people that are gathered out of the
- pations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that
13 dwell in the midft of the'land. Sheba and Dedan,
and the merchants of Tarfhith, with all the young

north N yMIT.  And it is manifeft, that the Feaws called
the leffer 4fa the North, and the kings thereof in Dauiel, the
kings of the north. 'We may therefore aflign to thefe Gome-
‘rians, all the north-eaft part of this 4fa, containing Phrygia,
Pontus, Bytbynia, and a great part of Galatia. As to Togar-
mab, the fon of Gomer, the fame author afligns to him Phry-
gia Major, and fome part of Galatia. All which countries
are now either in the pofieflion of, or tributary to, thie Ozo-
man empire ; all which being confidered, we cannot be at a
lofs to know who is meant by the Gog here fpoken of.

" * Or long wafte, Tixp. i
ions
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lions theréof, fhall fay unto thee, Art thou come to
‘take a fpoil ? haft thou gathered thy company to
take a prey? to carry away filver and gold, to take
14 away cattle and goods, to take a great fpoil? There-
fore, fon of man, prophecy, and fay unto Gog,
Thus faith the Lord God, in that day when my
people of Ifrael dwelleth fafely, fhalt thou not know
15 it? And thou fhalt come from thy place out of the
north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all
of them riding’ upon horfes, a great company, and
16 a2 mighty army, And thou fhait come up againft
my people of Ifrael, as a cloud to cover the land; it
thall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee a-
gainft my land, that the heathen may know me
when I fhall be fan&ificd inthee, O Gog, before
17 their eyes. Thus faith the Lord God, Art thou
he, of whom I have fpoken in old time by my fer- -
vants- the prophets of Ifrael, which prophefied in
thofe. days many years, that I would bring thee
18 againft them *? And it fhall come to pafs at the
fame time, when Gog fhall come againft the land
of Ifrael, faith the Lord God, that my fury fhall
19 come up in my face. Forin my jealoufy, and, in
the fire of my wrath have I fpoken: furely in that
day there thall be a great fhaking in the land of Ifrael,
20 So that the fithes of the fea, and the fowls of hea.

* If it be atked, by what Prophets, and where fuch an ene-
my as Gog was prophefied of before Ezekiel ? I anfwer, ¢ By
¢ Maiah xxvii. 1. with.the two laft verfes of the foregoing
¢ chapter: by Jeremiah xxx. 23, 24: by Joel, chap. iii. 1,
¢ &c. by Micah, chap.v. 5, 6 g.15. in ali which places is
¢ mention of fome terrible enemy which fhould come againft
¢ Ifrael at the time of their return, whom the Lord fhould
¢ deftroy with a hideous and dreadful flaughter.” Mcpg,

B.1V. Epift. XLL ,
' F ' ven
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ven, and the beafts of the field, and all creeping
things that creep upon the earth, and all the men
~that are upon the face of the earth, fhall fhake at my
prefence ; and the mountains fhall be thrown down,
and the fteep places fhall fall, and every wall fhall
21 fall to the ground. And I will call for a fword
againft him throughout all my mountains, faith the
- Lord God ; every man’s fword fhall be againtt his
22 brother. And I will plead againft him with pefli-
lence and with blood; and I will rain upon him,
and upon his bands, and upon the many people that
are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hail-
23 flones, fire and brimftone. Thus will I magnify
myfelf, and fan&lify myfelf ; and I will be known in
the eyes of many nations, and they fhall know that

1 am the Lord.

Chap. xxxix. 1. Therefore, thou fon of man, pro-
phecy againft Gog, and fay, Thus faith the Lord
God, Behold I am againft thee, O Gog, the chief

2 prince of Mefhech and Tubal. And I will tura
thee back, and leave but the fixth part of thee *, and
will caufe thee to come up from the north parts, and

3 will bring thee upon the mountains of Ifrael. And
I will fmite thy bow out of thy hand, and I will
caufe thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand.

4 Thou fhalt fall upon the mountains of Ifrael, thou, *
and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee:
I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every
fort, and to the beafts of the field to be devoured.

5 Thou fhalt fall upon the open field, for I have fpo-

6 ken it, faith the Lord God. And I will fend a fire
upon Magog, and among them that dwell carelefly

* In the margin, ¢ or ftrike thee with fix plagues, or
« draw thee back with a hook of fix teeth.”

mn
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in the ifles, and they thall know that I am the Lord.
4 So will I make my holy name known in the midft of
my people Ifracl, and I will not let them polute my
holy name anymore; and the heathen fhall know

8 that I am the Lord, the holy One in Ifrael. Behold,
it is come, and it is done, faith the Lord God: this

9 is the day whereof T have fpoken. And they that
dwell in the cities of Ifrael fhall go forth, and fhall
fet on fire, and burn the weapons, both the fhields
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the
hand-ftaves, and the {pears, and they fhall burn them

10 with fire feven years: So that they fhall take no
wood out of the field, neither cut down any out
of the forefts: for they fhall burn the weapons with
fire, and they fhall fpoil thofe that fpoiled them, and
rob thofe that robbed them, faith the Lord God.
11 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, thatI will give
unto Gog a place there of graves in Ifrael, the val-
ley of the paflengers on the eaft of the fea; and it
fhall ftop the nofes of the paflengers: and there fhall
they bury Gog, and all his multitude ; and they fhall
12 call it the valley of Hamon-Gog. And feven
months fhall the houfe of Ifrael be burying of them,
13 that they may cleanfe the land. Yea, all the people
- of the land fhall bury them ; and it fhall be to them
a renown the day that I (hall be glorified, faith the
14 Lord God. And they fhall fever out men of con-
tinual employment, pafling through the land to
bury with the paflengers thofe that remain upon
" the face of the earth, to cleanfeit: after the end of
15 deven months fhall they fearch *. And the paffcn-
gers that pafs through the land, when any fecth a

® From ende to ende fhall they feke, and that feven
monethes longe. TixpaLe.
F 2 man’s
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* man’s bone, then fhall he fet up a fign by it, *ull
the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon-
16 Gog. And alfo the name of the city fhall be Ha-
17 monah ¥: thus fhall they cleanfe the land. And
thou fon of man, Thus faith the Lord God, Speak
unto every feathered fowl, and to every beaft of the
field, afiemble youifelves, -and come; gather your-
felves on every fide to my facrifice + that I do facri-
fice for you, even a great facrifice upon the moun-
tains of Ifrael, that yemay eat flefh and drink blood.

18 Ye fhall eat the flefh of the mighty, and drink the
blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs,

- and of goats, of bullocks, 21l of them fatlings of Ba-
19 fhan. And ye fhall eat till ye be full, and drink till
ye be drunken, of my facrifice, which I have facri-

20 ficed for you. Thus ye fhall be filled at my table
with horfes and chariots {, with mighty men, and

21 with all men of war, faith the Lord God. And I
fet my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen
fhall fee my judgment that I have executed, and my’

22 hand that ] have laid upon them. So the houfe of
Ifracl fhall know that I am the Lord their God from

23 that day and forward, And the heathen fhall
‘know that the houfe of Ifrael went into captivity for
their iniquity: becaufe they trefpafled againft me,
therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them
into the hand of their enemies ; fo fcll they all by

24 the fword. According to their uncleannefs, and
according to their tranfgrefiions have I done unto

* That is, multitude. + Or flaughter.

1 With horfes and firong horfemen. Tinpare. This is
certainly a better fenfe then that in our tranflation: for cha-
rists feem not to be food for either birds or beafts. Per-
kaps it thould be rendered charioteers.

them
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25 them, and hid my face from. them. Therefore,
Thus faith the Lord God, now will [ bring again
‘the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the

. whole houfe of Ifrael, and will be jealous for my

26 holy name. After thcy have borne their thame, ard
all their trefpaffes whercby they have trefpaflcd
againft me, when they dwele fafely in their land,

27 and none made them afraid *. When I have
brought them again from the people, and gathered
them out of their enemies lands, and am fanétified

28 in them in the fight of many nations; Then fhall
they know that I am the Lord their God which.
caufed them to be led into captivity among the hea-
then : but 1 have gathered them unto their own
land, and have left none of them any more there.

29 Neither will I hide my face any more from them : for
I have poured out my fpirit upon the houfe of Ifrael,
faith the Lord God.

This long and circumftantial prophecy con-
tained in thefe four chapters of Ezckiel, if there
were no other in the whole fcripture relating 1o
that fubje&, would be fufficient to afcertain the fu-
ture reftoration of Judah and Ifrael. For, the
prophecy here contained is either to be taken in
an allegorical fenfe, and applied to the Gentile
churches ; or it is already fulfilled in a litcral
fenfe, by fome paft reftoration; or it is yet to be
accomplithed by a future one.

* All their confufion and cfience they have done againft
me fhall be taken away : and fo fafcly fhall they dwell in
their lande, that no man fhall make them afruyed.  Tinb.

F 3 But
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But [ have fhewn from the words of the pro-
phecy, that it cannot be taken 'in an allegorical
fenfe, noris in a literal fenfe already fq]ﬁllcd 3
and therefore it remains yet to be accomplithed
by a literal reftoration of the Jews and ten Tribes,
which is what I have undertaken to prove.

LA 42 20 ###%*****#*#*#*t%#%*l**#*ﬁt*

OBA DIAH propheﬁcd about the year 587
bcforc Chrift,

XLIL

OBap. 17. But upon mount Zion fhall be de-
liverance, and there fhall be holinefs, and the boufe

18 of Jacob fhall pofiefs their poflefions. And the
* houf: of Jacob fhall be a fire, and ths houfe of Jo-
feph a flame, and the houfe of Efau for ftubble;
and they {hall kindle in them, and there fhall not be
any remaining of the houfe of Efau, for the Lord

19 hath fpoken it. - And they of the fouth fhall poffefs
' the mount of Efau; and they of the plain, the Phi-
liftines : and they fhall poffefs the ficlds of Ephralm,
and the fields of Samaria, and Benjamin fhall poffefs

20 Gilead*. And the captivity of this hoft of the

* The playne feldes thall Ephraim and Samaria poffefs ;
* and the mountaynes of Galaad fhall Benjamin have. Tinp.

In the tranflation made in the time of queen Elxzabeth the
verfe is thus tranflated.
' 19 And they fhall poffefs the fouth fide of the mount of .
Efau, and the plain of the Philittines : and they fhall poffefs
the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samana, and Benja-
mm (hall have leead
chil-
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children of Ifrael fhall poffefs that of the Ca-
naanites, even unto Zarephath ; and the captivity of
Jerufalem, which is in Zepharad, fhall poflefs the
21 cities of the fouth, And Saviours fhall come upon

mount Zion, to judge the mount of Efau, and the
kingdom fhall be the Lord’s.

That this prophecy relates to the times after
the future return of the Ifraelites, appears from
i’s fpeaking of Epbraim’s poflefling the land.
QOur rranflation indeed fays, (contrary to the con-
text) that thofe of the fouth fhall poffefs the fields of
Epbraim and Samaria, whereas the very next verfe
declares, that the captivity of Ferufalem fthall pofiefs
the cities of the fouth.

The 19th verfe is, therefore, much better ren-
dered in the old tranflation.

DANIEL may be confidered in fome re-
fpes as the greateft of all the Prophets. For his
Prophecies not only relate to the affairs of Fudab
and Ifrael, but alfo to the feveral monarchies and
kingdoms that fhould arife fucceffively in the
world from his time to the confummation of all
things. True it is, we have fome predictions
relating to thefe in many of the preceding and
cotemporary Prophets ; but none of them can be
compared with thofe clear and circumftantial

¢ Prophecies, concerning the future ftate of the
feveral empires and kingdoms of the world, which
are delivered in this moft eminent prophet. If
Fa oy
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my fuhject had been that of Prophecies in general,
I fhould have found in them many remarkable
predictions to expatiate upon; but as my 'defign
is only to point out fuch Prophecies as have rela-
tion to the future return of the Fews, or events
that thall be cotemporary therewith; I fhall only
fele¢t thofe paflages in him which relate to my
fubje&t. And the firlt of them is chap. vii. where,
after defcribing the four monarchies, the ten
kingdoms which fhali arife out of the fourth mo-
narchy, and that other which fhall arife after
them, and fpeak great words againft the moft
High, he adds, :

XLIIL

D ax. vii. 26. But the judgment fhall fit, and

they fhall take away his dominion, to confume and

27 deftroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and do-

nion, and the greatnels of the kingdom under the

whole heaven, fhall be given to the people .of the

faints of the molt high, whofe kingdom is an ever-~

lafting kingdom, and all dominions fhall ferve and
obey him, ' '

Now rbe people of the [aints of the moft bigh, in
all the prophetic writings of the Old Teftament
fignifies the people of Zjrael; and therefore it is .
here plainly foretold, that they fhall enjoy a king-
dom and dominion wunder the Heaven, i. e. upon
earth, which fhall be an everlafting kingdom, or

which; as it is explained chap. ii. 44. /h2/l NEVER
 be defiroyed : and the kingdom fhall not be left to other
people. The next paflage that relates to the refto-
: ' ration
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ration of Ifrael, and the only one more that I
fhall mention out of this Prophet, is, :

CXLIV. o e
2

DA, 4. 1. And at that time fhall Mdml
ftand up, the great Prince that ftandeth for the chll-
dren of thy people, and there fhall be a time of trous

- ble, fuch as never was fince there was a nation; even

to that fame time : apd at that time thy people fhall
be delivered, &c.

The time here fpoken of is when the king of
the north, mentioned ver. 40. of thc‘preceding
chapter, thould come to bis end, and none fhould
“belp bim.  But this king of -the north being
(according . to the moft _]UdlClOUS expofitors *)
the Turkifk cmplre, it is evident that event
here referred to is yet future; and that it re-
lates to the Fews is plain from thefe words, a¢
that time thy people fhall be delivered. For who can
fuppofe that the words ¢by people, i. e. the people of
Daniel, can fignify any other than the nation of
Ifrael or Judab. The Chriftian Church may, in-
deed, with propriety enough, be called the People -
of the Lord, orof Chrift; but cannot, in any fenfe,
be called the people of Danicl. -

~® See Mede, Book iii. chap. xvii. page 674.

HAGGAI
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HAGGAI prophefied to thofe that were re-
turned from captivity about the year 520 before
Chrift; and his principal defign feems to have
been to encourage them in the building of the
Temple. :

XLV.

HAG. ii. 6. Thus faith the Lord of Hofts, yet

once, it is a little while ®, and I will fhake the

.. heavens, and the earth, and the fea, and the dry
.7 land: And I will fhake all nations, and the defire of

all nations fhall come, and I will fill this houfe with

8 glory, faith the Lord of Hofts:. The filver is mine,

9 and the gold is mine, faith the Lord of Hofts. The

glory of this latter houfe fhalt be greater than of

the former+, faith the Lord of Hofts: and in thig

place will I give peace, faith the Lord of Hofts,

Almoft all commentators have "applied this
Prophecy to the firft coming of Chrift; and
think it fulfilled by his coming to that Temple
- which was then building. But if we rightly con-
fider the context, we fhall fee that this is not the
true meaning thereof.

For it is faid, ver. 6. & 7. I will fhake heaven
and carth, the [ea, and the dry land; and I will fhake
all nations, &c. All this, therefore, was to be

* Or, it is alittle thing, or 2 fmall matter to me.

+ The glory of the laft houfe fhall be greater than . the '

“fyrfte, &c. TinpaLE. Soalfo in Q. Eliz. tranflation.
: done
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done at or before the- coming of the defire of all
nations. But were there any fuch fhakings or
commotions among all nations at or before the
firft coming of Chrift? The deftruction of Fers-
Jalem by the Romans was indeed a great fhaking
of the Fewi/h people; but not of all nations:
neither can it be faid to be at or before the firft
coming of Chrift. This thaking, therefore, muft
relate to a future fhaking that thall precede the
fecond coming of Chrift, when the glory of the
future Temple of the reftored. Ferufalem, or (as it
is rightly tranflated in Tindale) the glory of the
Jaft houfe fhall be greater than the fir ®.

" And that the Prophecy relates to this time is
further evident from the 21ft, and following
verfes, where the fame fhaking is again men-
tioned. Speak 1o Zerubbabel governour of Fudab,
Jaying, I'will fhake the beavens and the earth, and I
‘will cverthrow the threne of kingdoms, and 1 will
defiroy the firength of the kingdoms of the beathen,
and I will overthrow the chariots, and thofe that
ride in them, and the borfes, and tbeir riders fhall
come down, every one by the fword of bis brother. In
that day, faith the Lord of Hofts, I will take thee, O
Zerubbabel my fervant, the fon of Sbealtiel, Jaith the
Lord, and will make thee as a fignet: for I bave
chofen thee, [aith the Lord of Hofts.

® The latter and the former houfe, as our tranflation 'hasv
it, feems to imply that there were to be but two Houfes or .
Tcmples that deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and that which
they were then building : but the f£r# and Ia/i houfe does not
confine us to only thofe two Temples,

3 It
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. Itis plain from this paffage, that at this fhak-

ing the Lord would deftroy the ftrength of the
kingdoms of the heathen, "But this was not done
at-the deftruétion of Fsrufalem ; neither .can that
day, when Jerufalem was -deftroyed, nor any day
fince, be the time.when the Lord fhould take
Zerubbabel, and make him as a fignet; and there-
fore this Prophecy muft relate to the time of the
fecond. coming of Chrift, and of the firft refur-
reCtion, when Zerabbabel fhall, like Daniel, be
one of thofe who thall fland in bis let at the end
of the days mentioned Dan. xii. 13, '

ﬁﬁ*“..%:“ﬁ&}:‘-ﬁ-i&‘:‘%%##%‘é:i%i&ﬁ#m’%m&%ﬁ%%m#ﬁw

. Z ECHARIAH alfo prophefied to thofe that

were returned from captivity, at the fame time

with Haggai, or 520 years before Chrift.

v

- XLVI

Z E cH. ii. 4. Jerufalem fhall be inhabited as
~ towns without walls, for the multitude of men and
5 cattle therein. For I, faith the Lord, will be unto

her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory
6 in the midft of her. Ho, Ho, come forth, and flee

from the land of the north, faith the Lord: for I

have fpread you abroad as the four winds of the hea-
7 ven, faith the Lord. Deliver thyfelf, O Zion, that
8 dwelleft with the daughter of Babylon. For thus
faith the Lord of Hofts, After the glory * hath he
fent me unto the nations which fpoiled you, for he

* With a glorious power. TINDALE,
that
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that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye.
9 For behold, I will fhake my hand upon them, and
they fhall be a fpoil to their fervants: and ye fhall
10 know that the Lord of hofts hath fent me. Sing
and rejoice, O daughter of Zion : for lo, I come,
and I will dwell in the midft of thee, faith the Lord.
1T And many nations fhall be joined unto the Lord in -
that day, and fhall be my people: and I will dwell
in the midft of thee, and thou fhalt know that the
12 Lord of Hofts hath fent'me unto thee. And the
.Lord fhall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land,

and fhall choofe Jerufalem again.

That the inhabiting of Ferufalem, here fpoken
~ of, does not relate to the return from the Babylo-
nifk captivity, appears from ver. 6. where they
are faid to have been fcattered unto the four winds
of the heavens; an expreffion which fignifies their
being fcattered all the world over. Add to this,
that they are faid to be fcattered by four horns,
ver. 19. of the preceding chapter; by which
horns are meant the four monarchies; and there-
fore the return from this fcattering could not
happen till after they had been fcattered by all
the four horns. It is alfo faid, ver. g. that the
~ nations which fpoiled them fhall be a fpoil to their

fervants, or to them that ferved them. But this

has not yet happened :. none of thofe who fpoiled
. Ifrael have as yet become their flavgs. It is alfo

faid, that the Lord fhall inherit Fudab, bis portion

in the boly land, and fhall choofe Ferufalem again ;

which has not yet been fulfilled fince the {catter-

ing here mentioned.
XLVIL
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XLVIL

ZecH. viii. 3. Thus faith the Lord of Hofts,
Behold I will fave my people from the eaft and froqm

8 the weft country. And I will bring them, and they
fhall dwell in the midft of Jerufalem; and I will

9 be their God, in truth and in righteoufnefs. Thus
faith the Lord of Hofts, Let your hands be ftrong,

ye that hear in thefe days * thefe words by the mouth

of the Prophets, which were in the day that the foun-
dation of .the houfe of the Lord of Hofts was ldid,

10 that the Temple might be built. For before thefe
days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for
beafts, neither was there any peace to him that went
out or came in, becaufe of the afliGion: for I fet

11 all men, every one againft his neighbour. But now
I will not be unto the refidue of this people, as in
12 the former days, faith the Lord of Hofts. For the
feed fhall be profperous, the vine fhall give her fruit,
and the ground fhall give her increafe, and the hea«
vens fhall give their dew, and I will caufe the rem-

13 nant of this people to poflefs all thefe things. And
it thall come to pafs, that as ye were a curfe among
the heathen, O houfe of Judah, and houfe of Ifrael;

fo will I fave you, and ye fhall be a bleffing : fear
14 not, but let - your hands be ftrong. For thys faith

® Thefe days do not mean the days when this Prophecy was
delivered; but the days when the Lord fhall fave his people
from the eaft and weft countries, &c. and it is thofe who
fhall then hear the words of this Prophecy which was deli-
vered in the day that the foundation of the Temple was laid,
who are called upon here, to let their hands be ftrong. "For
which reafon it would have been better tranflated tbofz days,
both here-and in the 10th and 15th verfes, asit is in the 23d.
the
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the Lord of Hofts, As.I thought to punifh you,
when your fathers provoked me to wrath, faith the
15 Lord of Hofts, and I repented not : So again have
I thought in #hefe days, to do well unto Jerufalem,
20 and to the houfe of Judah: fear ye not.~——Thus
faith the Lord of Hofts, It fhall yet come to pafs,
that there thall come people, and the inhabitants of
21 many cities. And the inhabitants of one city fhall
go to another, faying, Let us go fpeedily ta pray be-
fore the Lord, and to feek the Lord of Hofts: I will
22 go alfo. Yea, many people and ftrong nations fhall
come to feek the Lord of Hofts in Jerufalem, and to
23 pray before the Lord. Thus faith the Lord of’
Hofts, In thofe days it fhall come to pafs, that ten
men fhall take hold out of all languages of the
nations, even fhall take hold of the fkirt of him
‘that is a Jew, faying, We will go .with you; for
we have heard that God is with you.

That this Prophecy is not yet fulfilled is plain
from the two laft verfes.

For when did many people, and ftrong nations,
come to feek the Lotd of Hofts in Ferufalem, and
to pray before the Lord? Or when have the
Fews been fo regarded, that men, out of all lan-
guages of the nations, fhould be glad to take
hold of the fkirt of their garment ? or acknow-
ledge that God is with them?

XLVIIL

ZEecH. ix. 12. Turn ye to the ftrong hold, ye

_ prifoners of hope, even to day do I declare that I
13 will render double unto you. When I have bent
Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and

. raifed
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raifed - up thy fons, ‘O Zion, againft thy fons, O
- .. Greece, and made thee as a fword of a mighty man,
14 And the Lord fhall be feen over them, and his arrows
fhall go forth as lightning: and the Lord God fhall
blow the trumpet, and fhall go with whirlwinds of
15 the fouth. The Lord of Hofts fhall defend them,
and they fhall devour, and fubdue with fling ftones,
and they thall drink, and make a noife as through
wine, and they fhall be filled like bowls, and as the
16 corners of the altar. - And the Lord their God fhall
fave them in that day, as the flock of his people for
they fhall be as the ftones of a crown, lifted up as
an enfign upon his land.

XLIX.

ZecH.x. 6. And I will firengthen the houfe

' of Judah, and I will fave the houfe of Jofeph, and I

will bring them again to place them; for I have

mercy upon them: and they thail be as though I

had not caft them off: for I am the Lord their God,

# and will hear them. And they of Ephraim fhall be

like a mighty man, and their heart fhall rejoice, as

through wine: yea, their children. fhall fee it, and

8 be glad, their heart fhall rejoice in the Lord. Iwill

hifs for them, and gather them, for I have redeemed

them*: and they fhall increafe as they have in-

g creafed. And I will fow them among the people,

and they fhall remember me in far countries, and they

10 fhall live with their children, and turn again. I

~ will bring them again alfo out of the land of Egypt,

and gather them out of Aflyria, and I will bring

them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, and
place fhall not be found for them +.

® [ quill redeem them, TiINDALE.
+ And they fhall want nothing. TiNDALE. A
3 L., ZecH.
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ZEcH. xii. 2. Behold I will make Jerufalem
cup of trembling unto all the people round about,
when they fhall be in the fiege both againft Judah,

© 8 and againft Jerufalem. And in that day will I make
Jerufalem a burthenfome ftone for all people: all
that burden themfelves with it, fhall be cut in pieces,
though all the people of the earth be gathered toge-

4 theragainft it.  In that day, faith the Lord, I will
fmite every horfe with aftonifhment, and his rider
with madnefs, and I will open mine eyes upon the
houfe of Judah, and will fmite every horfe of the
s people with blindnefs. And the governors of Judah
fhall fay in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerufa-
lem jhall be my ftrength in the Lord of Hofts their

6 God. In that day will I make the governors of Ju-
dah like a hearth of fire among the wood, and like

a torch of fire ina fheaf ; and they fhall devour all
the people round about, on the right hand, and ont
the left: and Jerufalem fhall be inhabited again, in

7 her own place, even in Jerufalem. The Lord alfy
fhall fave the tents of Judah firft, that the glory
of the houfe of David, and the glory of the inhabi-
tants of Jerufalem do not magnify themfelves againft

8 Judah*. In that day fhall the Lord defend the inha-
bitants of Jerufalem, and he that is feeble amongft
them at that day fhall beas David ; and the houfe of
David fhall be as God, as the angel of the Lord be-

. « This obfcure verfe is rendered more intclligible in Tin-
dale’s vetfion,

7 The Lorde fhall preferve the tentes of Fuda like as
afore time: fo that the glorye of the houfe of David, and the
glory of the citizens of Jerafalem fhall be but little regarded
in comparifon with the glory of Fuda. .

' G ’ fore
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g fore them. And it fhall come to pafs in that day,
that I will feek to deftroy all the nations that come
10 againft Jerufalem. And I will pour upon the houfe
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem,
the fpirit of grace and of fupplications, and they
fhall look upon me whom they have pierced, and
they thall mourn for him as one that mourneth for
his only fon, and fhall be in bitternefs for him as one
that is in bitternefs for his firft born.

In the 2d verfc of this chapter it is faid, J will
make Ferufalem a cup of trembling , by which it is
not meant that Ferufalem fhould be a cup of irem-
bling to berfelf, as it is fuppofed in the contents
prefixt to the chapter; but as it is exprefled in
the words following, a cup of trembling unto all the
people round about, when they fball be in the fiege
_ both againft Judab and Ferufalem. - That this’is the
true fenfe is evident from the next verfe, where
it is faid, Ferufalem fhall be a burthenfom fione for
all people = and that all that burden themfelves with
it fhall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the
earth be gathered togetber againft it : which laft fen-
tence would have no fenfe if the deftrution of
- Jerufalem was here intended. And this is farther

confirmed by the 6th verfe: In that day I will
make the governors of Fudab Iike a bearth of fire
among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a fheaf,
and TaeyY fhall devour all the people round about, on
the right band and on the left : and Ferufalem fhall
be INHABITED dagain, in ber own place, even in Fe-
rufales. Now the governors of Fudab are not
here reprefented as the wood or the fheaf, but as
: the
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the fire and the forch that fhould devour all the
people round about; and, confequently, they err
greatly who apply this Prophecy to the deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem by the Romans. - And this will
appear farther from the gth verfe, And it fball come
10 pafs in that day, (the time here fpoken of from -
. the beginning of the chapter) that J “will feck to
defiroy all the nations that come againft Ferufalem.
Add to this, that in the fame day, itis faid ver. 6.
And Ferufalem fhall be inkabited again in ber own
place, even in Ferufalem. All which being confi-
dered, it is certain that this Prophecy cannot re
late to the aforefaid deftruction of Ferufalem, but
" is yet to be fulfilled. -

In ver. 10. inftead of me, it ought to have been
rendered Him whom they bave pierced: For this
appears very evidently to be the true reading from
what follows in the very fame verfe, and shey Jhall

" mourn for nim, &c.—and fhall be in bitternefs for
bim, 8&c. And what farther confirms this, or ra- .
ther puts itout of all difpute, is the quotation of
it by St. Fobn xix. 37. And again another Scrip-
ture [aith, they fhall look on Him whom they bave

 pierced. From. the context in this Prophecy of
Zechariab, and alfo from its parallel, Rev. i 7.
And every eye Jhall fee bim, they alfo which picrced
bim, &c. it is evident this prediction is to be ful-
filled at the fecond coming of Chrift.

LL

Z gCH. xiv. 10. All the land {hall be turned as
a plain from Geba to Rimmon, fouth of Jerufa-
G a lem
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" Jem: it fhall be lifted up, and inhabited in her
place: from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the
firft gate, unta the corner gate, and from the tower

11 of Hananeel, unto the king’s wine prefles. And
men fhall dwell in it, and there fhall be no more
utter deftrucion : but Jerufalem fhall be fafely in-

36 habited. And it thall come to pafs, that every one
that is left of all the nations which came againft
Jerufalem, fhall even go up from year to year, to
worthip the King, the Lord of Hofts, and to-keep

17 the feaft of Tabernacles. " And it fhall be, that who
fo will not come up, of all the families of the earth

" unto Jerufalem, to worthip the King, the Lord of

18 Hofts, even upon them fhall be norain. And if the
famdy of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have
no rain, there fhall be the plague wherewith the

. Lord will fmite the heathen that come not up to

19 keep the feaft of Tabernacles. This fhall be the
pumlhment of Lgypt, and of all nations, that come
not up to keep the feaﬂ of Tabernacles.

From the 11th verfe it appears, that the inha-
biting of Ferufalem here fpoken of is yet future ;
becaufe it is faid, there Ihall be no more deftruc-
tion of it.

The reafon why the Feaft of Tabernacles is fo
often here mentioned as a feaft to be kept after
the return of Ffrael, and that feaft only, feems to
me to be, becaufe, as that feaft was in memory of
the children’s of Ifrael. dwelling in tents or taber-
nacles in the wildernefs; fo they may, perhaps,
upon their return, keep a feaft in memory of
their long abode in captivity, far from their own
houfes or cities, which may be figuratively called

dwelling

.
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dwelling in tents or tabernacles, and in the wil-
dernéfs. For the ends of all thefe feafts among the
Ifraclites were (as the judicious Mr. Mede obferves)
partly for remembrance of things patt, and partly
for types and figures of things to come,

RS X SRR RO R R ORI

MALACHI is allowed by all to be the laft
of she Fewi/h prophets; but at what time he pro-
phecied is uncertain. The moft probable opi-
nion 1is, that it was about 397 years before -
Chrift.

|l

LII

MavLAcHI iii. 1. Behold I will fend my mef-
fenger, and he fhall prepare the way before me:
and the Lord whom ye feek, fhall. fuddenly come
to his temple: even the meflenger of the covenant

2 whom ye delight in.—But who may abide the day
of his coming.? and who fhall ftand when he ap-
peareth ? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like ful-

3 lers foap. And he fhall fit as a refiner and purifier

. offilver : and he fhall purify the fons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and filver, that they may offer

4 unto the Lord an offering in righteoufnefs. Then
fhull the offering of Judah and Jerufalem be plea--
fant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in

11 former years. And I will rebuke the devourer for
your fakes, and he fhall not dcﬁroy the fruits of.
your ground, neither fhall your vine caft her fruit’
before the time in the field, faith the Lord of hofts.

12 And all nations fhall call you blefied : for ye fhall
be a delightfome land, faith the Lord of hofts.

G 3 Chap.
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Chap. iv. 1. For behold the day cometh that
fhall burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and
all that do wickedly fhall be ftubble, and the day
that cometh fhall burn them up, faith the Lord of
Hofts, that it ‘fhall leave them neither root nor

2 branch. But unto you that fear my name, fhall
‘the fon of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his
wings ; and ye fhall go forth and * grow up as

3 calves of the ftall. And ye fhall tread down the
wicked ; for they fhall be athes under the foles of
your feet, in the day that I fhall do this, faith the

5 Lord of Hofts..——Behold I will fend you Elijah the

* prophet, before the coming of the great and dread-

6 ful day of the Lord. And he fhall turn the heart
.of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, left I come and fmite the
carth with a curfe. =

Mal. 1il. 1. is quoted Mait. xi, 10. Mark i, 2,
and Luke vii. 2%, in all which quotations it is,
Bebold I fend my meffengers before ThY face which
Jhall prepare Try way before THEE. Our prefent
reading in Malachi, or that of the Evangelifts,
therefore muft be a falfe one, But it is highly
improbable that a// thefe Evangelifts fhould make
the fame. miftake, and if not, they certainly co-
pied from more authentic and genuine copies of
the Old Teftament, than any which we. can'pre-
tend to. For which reafon (I think) we may
fafely affirm, the New-Teftament reading to be
the true one.

e y T ”
* Or multiply. S .

i
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1t is faid alfo, Luke i. 76. And thou child fhalt
&z called the Prophet of the Highef, for thou fhalt
go before the face of the Lord to prepare mis ways,’
&c. And again, Luke i. 16. And many of the
children of lrael fball be turn to the Lord THEIR
God;, and be fhall go before nim in the [pirit and
power of Elias, to turn the bearts of the fathers to
the children, and the difobedient to the wifdom of the
jup, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord,
Here the words, 2o turn the bearts of the fatbers
2o the children, feem to be quoted from Mal, iv. 6.
The sth verfe of Malacki iv. Bebold I will fend
you Elijah the Propbet, before the great and terrible
day of the Lord, moft probably relates to the fame
perfon, as appears from Matt. xvii. 10—13. And
bis difciples afked bim, [aying, Why then [ay the [cribes
that Elias muft firft come ? And Fefus anfwered and
Jaid unto them, Elias truly fhall firft come, and reffore
all things: But I fay unto you, that Elias is come al-
ready, and they knew bim nof, but have done unto
bim whatfoever they lifted : likewife fhall alfo the fon
of man fuffer of them. Then the difciples underfiood
that be [pake unto them of John the Baptiff. Agree-
able to which are -alfo the words of our Lord,
Matt. xi. 14. Andif ye will reccive it, this is Elias
which was to come. And yet Fobn Baptift, when
“ the Fews fent priefts and Levites to atk him who
he was, denies himfelf to be Elias, Fobn i. 21, -
And they afked bim, What then? Art thou Elias ?
And be faith, I am not.
How to reconcile thefe words of Fobn the
Baptift with thofe of our Saviour would have +
G 4 been
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been attended with fome difficulty, had not St.
Luke explamed it, ch. i. 17. where the angel de-
clares, that be (Fobn the Baptift) fkall go before
bim in the [pirit and power of EL14s : from whence
it appears that the Elias whom our Saviour af-
ferts to be already come, was not E/m who lived
in the-days of the kings of Ifrael, but one who
was to come in the fpirit and power of that pro-

het; and that our Lord did not mean that Jobn
was the ancient Elias, but only a figurative one,
feems probable from the words, and if ye will
receive ity i. e. if you rightly comptehend my
meaning, and take it not too literally. When
therefore Fobn denies himfelf to be Elias, his
meaning is, that he was not the ancient Elas
rifen from the dead, (as the Fews feemed to fup-
pofc him, and which opipion fome of ‘them af-
ferwards entertained concerning our Saviour) and
not to deny that he was the perfon who was to
.come in the [pirit and power of Elias, to turn the
bearts of the fatbers to the children, &c. prophe-
cied of Mal. iv. 6. and there called Elijab the
Propbet ; upon which account probably it is,
that our Saviour here gives him the title of
Elias.

" From all which it appears that 7obn Baptift was
the Ehas that was to come, and that he was al-
ready come, our Lord pofitively . afferts. But
how then are we to underftand the immediately
'preceding words of our Saviour, Elias truly snavy,
come and refore all things 2 Can the fame coming
be both paﬁ: and future ? No furcly How then

' I8
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is this difficulty to be cleared up? Why very ea-
fily. Our Lord here fpeaks of two different
comings of Elias. That this is no feigned hy-
pothefis in order to get rid of a difficulty, but a-
greeable to all the ancient prophecies, .will ap-
pear by confidering them mare attentively.

" The meflenger who was to prepare the way, 8c,.
and whom Chrift himfelf declares to be Fobs the
Baptift, Matt. xi. 10 *, was immediately to pre-
cede the fudden coming of the Lord, when he
was to be like a refiner’s fire, &c. fo that it was
a queftion who fhould be able to abide the day
of his coming. Now that this could not be the
firlt coming of Chrift which is here fpoken of is
plain, for that was neither fudden, nor unexpect-
ed, there being at that time among the Jews a
general expectation of him. Neither was that
his coming, with any fuch terror as is here de-
fcribed, but, on the contrary, with fuch meek-
nefs as is foretold by lfaiab xhi. 3. A bruifed reed
Jhall be not break : and tde [moaking flax fball be
not quench, But this defcription anfwers exaftly
to the account we have in fcripture of the fecond

* This charafer is alfo what Febn takes to himfelf in
his anfwer to the Fews, Fobni. 23. He faid, I am the woice
of one crying in the wildernefs,” Make -firaight the away of the
Lovd, as faid the Prophet Esa1as; which prophecy is in the
3d verfe of the 4oth chapter of I/aizh, and relates to that
preparation He is to make for the fecond coming of the
Lord, of which this chapter is evidently a defcription ; and
of the future happy Rate of Jern/alem, as appears from the
firft and fecond verfes.

' coming
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coming of Chrift, which is to be not only fud-
den and unexpected, but alfo full of terror, and
to be a day of deftru&ion to ungodly men, as
might be proved by very numerous paflages of.
feripture. It is faid, Mal. iv. 5. Bebold I will
fend you Elijah the Prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord; which day is
by fome fuppofed to be the time of the deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem. But whoever will obferve the '
verfe followmg, which defcribes the effe@ts of
Elijab’s coming, will be foon convinced that this
dreadful day was not that of the deftruction of
Ferufalem ; for it is faid, He (Elijah) fball turn the
beart of the fatbers to the children, and the beart
of the children to the fathers, leaft I come and fmite
the earth with a curfe. Now it does not appear
that any fuch great reformation, or turning of
the hearts of the children to their fathers, &'c. was
effeted by St. Fobn the Baptift, as to hinder the
land from being fmitten with a curfe foon after.
Befides, this dreadful day of the Lord is plainly
the fame mentioned in the firft verfe of the chap-
ter : Bebold the day cometh which fhall burn like an
oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do wick-
edly, fhall be fubble, &c. and it fhall leave them
neither root nor branch. 3. And ye fhall tread down
the wicked, for they fhall be afhes under the foles of
your feet, in the day that I fhall do this, [aith the
Lord of Hofts; which words are not applicable to
the deftrution of Ferufalem, which neither de-
firoyed all the proud, nor all that did wickedly 5

v neither
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neither were they trodden down by the people of
God, nor were as afhes under their feet.

Since then thefe prophecies do not appear to
have been fulfilled as yet, with regard to many
of the moft material circumftances, by . Elas,
whom our Lord declares to be already come, it
follows, that there is a fecond coming of. Elias
yet future, according to our Saviour’s prediétion :
Elias suavv truly firft come and refiore all things *
which predition could not poflibly relate to the .

¢ ® Thefe words our Saviour fpake when JFobn Baptift
¢ was now beheaded, and yet fpake as of a thing future,
¢ (droxd]asioe wavla) Blias ball come, and foall reflore all
¢ things. How can this be fpoken of Jobn Baptift, unlefs
¢ he be to come again ? Befides, I cannot fee how this re-
¢ floring of all things can be verified of the miniftry of Jobx
¢ Baptift at the firfl coming of Chriff, which continued but a
¢ yery fhort time, and did no fuch thing as thefe words feem
¢ toimply; for the refloring of all things belongs not to the
« firffl, but to the fecond coming of Chriff, if we will believe
¢ St. Peter in his firt fermon in the temple after Chrif’s
¢ afcenfion, 4&s iii. 19, &c. where he thus fpeaks unto
¢ the Jews : Repent (faith he) and b converted, for the blotting
¢ out of your fins, that the times of refrefbing may come from the
¢ prefence of the Lord, and that be may fend Fefus Chrift, abich
¢ before was preached unto you ; whom the heavens muff receive
 until the times of the reflitution of all things, awhich God bath
¢ fpoken by the mouths of all bis koly Prophet: fince the world
¢ began. 'The woyd is the fame droxdlasdocws raslor. If
¢ the time of refloring all things be not till the fecond coming
¢ of Chriff, how could Fobn Baptift reftore all things at his
¢ firft ? If the Mafter came not to reftore all things till then,
¢ furely his harbinger, who is to prepare his way for reffor-
¢ ing all things, is not to be looked fof till then."—— Mede,
Book I, Difc. z25.

coming
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coming of Elias that was then paft, becaufe Yobn
Baptift was fo far from reftoring al/ things, that the
all things here meant, i. e. all things relating to the
Jewith ftate, were a little while after wholly de-
ftroyed. If any one thinks that the reftoring of
all things has no relation to the Jewith ftate, |
defire him to point out any other fenfe in which
Fobn did reftore all things. The  prophecies
therefore which I have quoted from Malachi con-
cerning the meflenger, or Elias, there promifed,
principally relate to the fecond coming of Elias,
which is to precede the fecond coming of Chrift,
and the reftoration of Ifrael, which latter is here
meant by refloring all things ®. At this time it is
that be fhall turn the bearts of the fathers to the
children, and the difobedient to the wifdom of the
- juft, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord +.
Thus'

® Accordingly the fon of Sirach, Eccluf. xliii. 10. fays of
Elias,that he was ordained———=to turn the beart of the father
unto the fon, and to reflore the tribes of Jacob.

¢ + For the phrafe of turning (or, as I hadjrather tranflate
¢ it, refloring, as the LXX, awoxd]asncs:) the heart of the
¢ fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to the fa-
¢ thers; the meaning is, that this Elias fhould bring the re-
* fraQtory and unbelieving pofterity of the Fewi/s nation to
¢ have the fame heart and mind that their holy fathers and
« progenitors had, who feared God and belicved his pro-
¢ mifes, that fo the fathers might as it were rejoice in them,
¢ and own them for their children ; that is, he fhould con-
¢ vert them to the faith of that Chrif whom their fathers
¢ hoped in and looked for, left contmumg obftinate in their
¢ unbelief till the great day of Chriff’s ﬁtand coming, they

¢ might perith among the reft of the enemxes of his kingdom.
¢ For
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Thus have I endeavoured to fhow that what
I have here collefted from Malachi is not (35
many at firft fight may perhaps think it) foreign
to my fubject, but really relates to the reftora-
tion of Ifrael, which is what I have undertaken -
ta prove. . .

Having thus -collected the moft material pro-
phecies in thofe books which :are called canogical,
I might very well here finith my colle&tion » but
as there are fome. very remarkable predi&ions in
fome of the apocryphal books, which feveral
learned and judicious authors hold for genuine,
important, and infpired writings, I fhall thercfore
proceed to colledt fuch of them as relate to my
fubjet; leaving every one at liberty to pay that
degree of regard to them that his opinion of the
books themielves fhall dire&t him. to.

¢ For the better underftanding this we muft know, that
the old Prophets for the moft part fpake of the coming
of Chrift indefinitely and in gemeral, without the diftin&ion
of firff and fecond coming, which we have more clearly .
learned in the gofpel. - For this reafon the Prophets (ex-
cept Daniel, who diftinguifheth thofe comings, and the gof-
pel out of him) fpeak of the things which fhould be at
the coming of Chriff indefinitely and all together, which
we, who are now more fully informedA by the revelation of
the gofpel of this diftinétion of a Fwofald coming, muft ap-
Ply each of them to its proper time ; thofe things which
befit the flate of his fir# coming unto it, and fuch ‘things
as befit the ftate of his fecond coming unto his fecond;
and that which befits both alike (as this of a barbinger or

? meffenger) may be applied to both.’~—Mede, Book I. Dif- -
courfe 25. S

™ & M A & & o a ™A & o a =
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The firft paffage which I fhall quote is in the
fecond book of Efdras, which in the vulgate is
ftiled the fourth book of Efdras. The fuppofed
author is acknowledged, both by Fews and
Cbriftians, to have been a great Prophet, and fome
part of his works are admitted by our church in-
to the canon of fcripture. For what reafons the
otlier parts of them have been fet afide I fhall
" not take upon me to determine, but fhall only
obferve in the words of the very learned and
pious Dr. Lee, ¢ thatin this book are many beau-
< tiful paffages, which feem not inferior to any
parts of the undoubted canonical fcripture :
that fome of the beauties of this piece are
truly ravithing, and feem to be more than ar-
tificial : that nothing can be finer than fome of
the aptitudes, or more fublime than fome of
the -ideas.—That it is certain fome chapters have
a lofty prophetic charater, fuch as is hardly
exceeded by any of the undoubted Prophets.” -
Let me add, that this book of the Prophet E/-
dras was tranflated, among the other facred books
of the Fews, by the feptuagint interpreters, in
the days of Prtolemy Lagus, and Ptolemy Philadel-
phus; that there was fuch a greek verfion of this
book made before the times of Chriftianity, tho’
now loft, is very plain, by the exprefs mention
of it in the 85th apoftolical canon, and that
under the very name of the fecond book of Efdras® ;

by

A & " A& & & a @

® The 8sth apofolical canon made before the firft century

was expired, A. D. 86. in all its copies mentions two books
of -
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by the citations of Ireneus and Clemens Alexandri-
wus 3 by the old italick or wulgate verfion made
from the fcpruagint ftill extant in the Latin bibles,
from which our Englif verfion was made ; and

of Efdras as canonical, which in thofe /days muft mean thofe
two which we now call apocryphal ; the book of Nebemiab
not being till long afterwards called the fecond book of E/~
dras. 'Two books of Efdras are alfo mentioned in Origen’s
catalogue, according to Eufebius, Hiff. Ecl. vi. 25. and in
Synopfis 8. feripture apud op. Athanafii, tom. ii. p. 124—202.
where the firft words of each are fet down, the firft begin-
ning with—dnd Jofias beld the pafovier; and the fecond
with—And in the firf year of Cyrus. Two books of Efdras
are likewife fet down in Athanafius’s Feftal Epiftle, and in
the catalogues of Cyril of Ferufalem, the joth canon of the
council of Laodicea, in the. catalogues of Amphilockius, Epi-
phanius, Rufinus, Auguftine, and Pope Innocent’s epiftle to the
council of Carthage. The Vatican copy has the book of
Nebemias, "befides two books of Efdras, and fo has the Alex-
andrian manufcript. Even Ferom acknowledges that both
the Greet verfion, and the Larin made from the Greet, had
two books befide that in the Hebrew under the name of Ef-
dras, which he calls the dreams of the third and fourth apocry-
phal books of Efdras, and which he does not deny might be
fupported by the authority of the feptuagint interpreters.
But notwithftanding this he rejects them, becaufe the Feavs of
his days did not infert them into their twenty-four facred
books. Itis very probable however that the Fews in the
fecond century made that epitome of the true Efab which
we now call the canonical, and which in the Roman edition
and the Alexandrian manufcript, is a main part of the fecond
book of E/dras, on purpofe that it might pafs for the real
fecond book of Efdras; to getrid of which they were very
folicitous, becaufe it too plainly proved J¢/us to be the

* Meffiab. :

and
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from a citation by St. Jmbrofe *. But what is of
much greater confequence than all this, the main
contents, notions, and language of this book are
frequently alluded to, if not diretly cited by
Jesus Curist himfelf, as Dr. Lee hath largely
thewed ; and that as true, certain, and of divine
infpiration. A few of the moft remarkable paf-
fages fhall be here fet down in parallel columns,
for the reader’s immediate fatisfaction, who for
the reft is referred to Dr. Lee’s more compleat
collection.

® The words of Irenzus, though not a diret citation, yet
feem to prove that the fecond book of E/dras was extant inr
his time, They are as follows: ¢ In the captivity of the
¢ people under Nebuchadmezzar, when the fcriptures had
¢ begn corrupted, (or deftroyed) and when the Fews after
¢ feventy years were returned back to their own country ;
¢ afterward, in the days of Arsaxerxes, king of the Perfians,
¢ God infpired E/dras, the prieft of the tribe of Lewi, to fet
¢ in order a]l the words of the former Prophets, and to re«
¢ ftore the legiflation of Msfes to the people; which fatts
¢ are no where elfe recorded in Scripture but in the 14th
¢ chapter.of the fecond book-of E/dras.’

Clemens Alexandrinus, befides afferting the fame thing with
Irenzens, cites part of the 35th verfe of the sth chapter: ¢ O
awby was not my. methers womb my grave, that I might not fer
2he travel of Jacob, and. the wearifome toil of the flock of Ifrael ?
faith Efdras the Prophet.’ Strom. i. p. 329, 330, and 34z.
Strom. iii. p. 468.

St. Ambrofe’s words are :-For, fays God, by E/dras, my
Jon Jesvs, gball be revealed, with thofe that fball rejoice with
bimwho remain within 400 years ; ard it fhall be that after
thafe years, my fon CurisT phall die, and the aworld fball be
turned, &c. which tho’ it differs fomewhat from what we
find in the 7th chapter, is plainly a quotation, and probably

a truer reading than ours,
3 .. EsDras,
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I gathered you to-
giether as a hen ga-
thereth her chickens
under her wings: but
now, what fhall Ido
unto you ! I will caft
you out from my face.
Cbﬂpt io 30-

I'fent unto you my
fervants the Prophets
whom ye have taken
and flainy and torn
their bodies in pieces,

whofe blood I will re-

uire at_your hands,
aith the Lord. ver. 32,

Thus faith the Al-
mighty Lord, Your
houfe is defolate, ver.

3.

Give thefe the e-
verlafting tabernacles.
Chap. ii. 11.

"Pray for few days
unto you, that they
may be fhortened, ver.

13,

-phets

Jesus Curisr,

How often would I.have ga-

‘thered thy children together,
ceven as a hen gathereth her

chickens under her wings, and
ye would not. Ye fhall not
fee me henceforth till ye fhall
fay, Bleﬂ'elc'i,l&c.' Matt, xxiii.
—-39. Luke xiii. 34.

37Beg2ld, Ifend un:t;o you Pro-
and fome of them
ye fhall kill and crucify. Matt.
xxiii, 34. !

" Therefore alfo faid the wif-

‘dom of God, I will fend them

Prophets and Apoftles, and
fome of them they fhall flay
and perfecute, that the blood
of all the Prophets, from the
foundation of the world, may
be required of this generation,
Luke xi. 49. —— That upon
them may come all the righ-
teous blood, &c. Matt. xxiii.
35.——O Jerufalem, Jerufa-
lem, thou that killeft the Pro-
phets, and ftoneft them that
are fent unto thee. wer. 37.

Behold your houfe is left un=
to you defolate. Mart, xxiii.
38. Luke xiii. 33.

That they may receive you
into everlafting " tabernacles.
Lutke »vi. g.

Except thofe days be thort-
ned, there fhall no fleth be
faved : but for the eleéts fake
they fhall be fhortned. AMatt.
xxiv, 22. Mark xiii. 20,

.. I muft obferve here, that what Curist fays,
Luke xi. 49. Therefore alfo faid the wifdom of God,
&c. feems to imply, that what he there quoted

or
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or alluded to, was delivered by fome Prophet by
infpiration of God, and if fo, Efdras muft be
- here intended. What time Efdras lived is not
certain ; but if we are to judge of it from the
chronological charaters in this book, it muft be
in the reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon, about 390
years before Chrift, that he faw the vifiops writ-
ten in this book. Out of thefe I have feleted
only that defcribed in the 13th chapter ; not be-
caufe I think he has nothing elfe relating to the
fame fubje@, but becaufe it contains fome cir-
cumftances which are perhaps no where elfe to
be met with relating to the ten tribes of Ifrael.
I fhall for brevity fake omit the’ vifion itfelf, and
only fet down the angel’s interpretation of it,

LIIL

Espras xiii. 25. This is the meaning of the
vifion : Whereas thou faweft a man coming up from

26 the midft of the fea, The fame is he whom God
the higheft hath kept a great feafon, which by his
own felf fhall deliver his creature ; and he fhall or-

27 der them that are left behind. And whereas thou
faweft that out of his mouth there came as » blaft

28 of wind, and fire and ftorm ; And that he held nei-
, . ther {yord nor any inftrument of war, but that the
ruthing in of him deftroyed the whole multitude
that came to fubdue him ; this is the interpretation :

29 Behold the days will come, when the Moft High
will begin to deliver them that are upon the earth.

30 And he fhall come to the aftonifhment of them that
31 dwell on the earth. And one fhall undertake 'to
fight againft another, one city againft another, one
place againft another, one people againft another,

» © and.

~
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32 and one realm againft another. And the time fhall
be when thefe things fhall come to pafs, and the
figns fhall happen which I fhewed thee before,
and then fhall my fon be declared, ‘'whom thou

33 faweft as a man afcending. And when all the
people hear his voice, every man fhall in their own
‘land leave the battle they have one againft another,

34 And an innumerable multitude fhall be gathered

- together, as thou faweft them willing to come,

35 and to overcome him by fighting. But he fhall

36 ftand upon the top of the mount Sion. And Sion
thall come, and fhall be thewed to all men, being
prepared and builded like as thou faweft the hill

37 graved without hands. And this my fon fhall re-
buke the wicked inventions of thofe nations, which
for “their wicked life are fallen into the tempefts

38 And fhall lay before them their evil thoughts, and
the torments wherewith they fhall begin to be
tormented, which are like unto a flame; and he
thall deftroy them without labour by the law which

39 is like unto fire. And whereas thou faweft that he
gathered another peaceable multitude unto him:

40 Thofe are the ten tribes which were carried away
prifoners out of their own land, in the time of Ofea
the king, whom Salmanazar the king of Affyria led
away captive, and he carried them over the waters

41 and fo came they into another land. But they took
counfel among themfelves that they would leave
the multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a

42 further country where never mankind dwelt : That
they might there keep their ftatutes, which they

43 never kept in their own land. And they entered into

44 Euphrates by the narrow paffages of the river. For -
the Moft High then thewed figns for them, and held

45 ftill the flood till they were paffed over. For through

" that country there was a great way to ge ; namely,

- of a year and a half: and the fame region is called
Ha Arfareth
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46 Arfareth (or Ararath). Then dwelt they there un-
til the latter time ; and now when they fhall begin
47 to come, The Higheft fhall ftay the fprings of the
ftream again, that they may go through : "therefore
48 faweft thou the multitude with peace. But thofe
that are left behind of thy people are they that are
49 found within my borders, Now when he deftroy-
cth the multitude of the nations that are gathered
together, he thall defend his people that remain.
50 And then fhall he fhew them great wonders.
51 Then faid I, O Lord, that beareft rule, fhew me
" this: wherefore have I feen the man coming up
§2 from the midft of the fea ! And he faid unto me, like
as thou canft neither feek out nor know the things
which are in the deep of the fea, even fo can no
man upon the earth fee my fon, or thofe that be
53 with him, but in the day time*. This is the in-
terpretation of the dream which thou faweft, and
whereby thou only art here lightned.

The account we here have of the removal of
the ten tribes out of the Medo-Perfian empire in-
t0 a country uninhabited till that time, is fo far
from being an argument againft the genuinenefs
of this book, that it is rather a ftrong argument
for it. For it is evident, and canfefled by all,
that thefe ten tribes were carried thither by the
Alfyrians, Pul, Tiglath-Pul-Affur, and Salman-Af-
far. They were there till the death of Tobias,
junidt, who was one of them, when Nineveb was
deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and Aflyages 3 yet it

¢ In Q. Elizabeth’s tranflation, But in the time of that day,
which gives an eafy and intelligible fenfe ; whereas our tran-
flation is unintelligible. .
: ’ .18
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is evident, that when Zerdufit, the great legifla-
tor of the Medes and Perfians, fet up his religion
.of Abrabam in that empire, which was about the
middle of the reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon, there
appeared no Jews there, as we may eafily obferve
through the whole hiftory of Dr. Hyde*; and
that neither their brethren, the Fews, of the two
’ tribes in Judea, nor thofe in Babylon, have ever '
fince been able to give us any good account of
them, or have indeed at all known where they
are, to this very day. What is the natural con-
fequence of all this ? but that about the very time
here fpecified, thefe ten tribes really removed
themfelves unto fome unknown part of the world,’
as we ‘are here particularly informed. Accord-
ingly we find an account in Plutarch’s life of this
Artaxerxes Mnemon, that in the g1ft year of his
reign, there were a people called Cadufians, or /oo Fulions Inisedl
boly people, (which was the common name for the l3.c.s.
Fews there in thofe days) fituate on the north--
weft parts of Media, near the beginning of the
Eupbrates, whither the account fuppofes the ten
tribes to have bent their courfe,. We alfo find
thefe Cadufians, or boly people, when. purfued or
attacked by the Perfians, efcaping thofe Perfians
under the condué of rwo kings, or leaders, as’
their forefathers had efcaped the Egyptians under
the condu& of Mofes and Aaron; and probably -
not without fome fuch figns or wonderful works
as Mofes and Aaron of old wrought, and of which

* Hyde de relig. et Perf. 4
our
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our accounts here make mention; though the
Perfians endeavour to palliate the matter, by a-

“fcribing their own deliverance to a ftratagem of
one Tiribazus, while they confefs that otherwife'

their army had been deftroyed by thefe Cadufians.
‘We may alfo take notice that yet of thefe Cadu-
Jians we hear nothing till this time, and that Strabe
calls them foreigners that came thither from elfe-
where ; and laftly we may remark, that fince Ar-
taxerxes thought fit to bring no fewer than 310,000

men into the field againft thefe Cadufians, as Ply- .

tarch witnefles,it looks much more like an attempt
to recover thefe intire ten tribes of Ifrael, who
had long been his fubjeés, his flaves, and his
captives, but were now departed out of his do-
minions, (like Pbaraoch’s attempt in Egypt) than
to reduce only fcattered mountaineers who were
in rebellion againft him, as Plutarch fuppofes,
Nor can this grand problem, wbat became of thefe
ten tribes in this very reign, be folved to the leaft
degree of fatisfattion, but by taking the direct
account that is here given by Efdras for a faith-
ful account, and by fuppofing this book of his
to be true and genuine at the fame time.

The next Prophecy, and the only one more
that I fhall lay before the reader out of the Apo-
erypba, fhall be that of TopiT, who was of the
tribe of Nepbthali, and was led captive in the
time of Salmanazar, king of Affyria, 721 years
before Chrift, and 133 years before the deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem by Nebuchadnezzar. The tran-
flation in the fecopd column is from the Hebrew

CopYa -
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copy, not that of Munfler, which is a falfe and
mixed collettion from the Greek and Latin ver-
fions, but the ancient and moft corre&t Conftanti-
nopolitan Hebrew capy publithed by Paulus Febius,

and (as it appears from a Chaldee original, from
whence both our editions were derived) faithfully .
fet down by the hand of a certain Jew well {killed .
in that diale&. Whoever has a mind to fee

the Hebrew text itfelf, may confult the learned

and judicious Mr. Mede’s Prophbetica Tobice Mori-
bundi, which is in his third book, ps579. from
whence this and his annotations are here tranflated

into Englifh, '

LIV.

Toprt xiv. 3. And it came to pafs when he (To-
bit) was very aged, he called his fon (Tobias) and
the fix fons of his fon, and faid to him : '

. Conflantinopolitan Copy.

My fon, take thy chil- My fon, thou knoweft
dren, for behold I am aged, | that I am grown old, take
and am ready to departout | care therefore after my
of this life. death not to ftay longer in

_ Ninive, for you may be
well aflured that the pro-
phecy of the Prophet Jo-
nas fhall be fulfilled.

4. Gointo Media, my
fon, for I furely believe
thofe things which Jonas
the Prophet fpoke of Ni-
nive, that it fhall be over-
thrown, and that for a time

cace fhall rather be in
ﬁdedia, and that our bre-
thren fhall be fcattered in
the earth from that good
Jand, and Jerufalem fhall

. H 4 '

W herefore take thy fons
and all that thou haft, and
%Z into the land of the

edes, for there fhall be
peace until the time ap-
pointed ; for the reft of the
Ifraclites, our brethren who
are in Jerufalem, fhatl all
gointocaptivity(a),and Je-
rufalemfhall become heaps,
and the moyntain of the
be

‘/
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be defolate, and the houfe i
of God in it fhall be burn-~
ed, and fhall be defolate
for atime. .

6. And that again God
will have mercy on them,
and bring them again into
the land, where they fhall
build a temple, but not like
unto the firft, until the
time of that age be fulfil-
led; and afterward they
fhall return from all places
of their captivity, and build
up Jerufalem glorioully ;
and the houfe of God fhall
be built in it for ever, with
a glorious building, as the
Prophets havefpokenthere-
of

6. And all nations fhall
turn and fear the Lord
God truly, and fhall bury
their idols.

7. So fhall all nations
praife the Lord, and his
people fhall confefs God,
and the Lord fhall exalt
his people; and all thofe
which love the Lord God
in truth’ and juftice, fhall
rejoice, thewing mercy to
our brethren,

w

b‘-rfs«.»e.:._._
N .

104 3

houfe as the high places
of the foreft, an
remain defolate for fome

time,

it fhall’

But then the children of .

Ifrael fhall return and re-
build both it and the tem.
ple, but not like unto the

former building ; and they

fhall remain there” many
days (4), until a feries of
ages be fulfilled (¢); then
again they fhall go into a
very long captiviﬁy: but
the holy .and blefled God
thall remember them, and
fhall gather them from
the four quarters of the
world. Then fhall Jeru-
falem, the holy city, be
rebuilt with moft beautiful
andexcellent buildings,and
alfo the temple itfelf fhall
be raifed up a moft excel-
lent ftru&ure, which fhall

"| never be deftroyed or pul-

led down for ever, as the
Prophets have foretold.
T'hen fhall thofe nations
be converted, " and worfhip
the Lord, and fhall throw
away their idols, and fhall
confefs and praife his great
name, o
And the horn of his peo-
ple fhall be exalted before
all nations, and all the
feed of Ifrael fhall praife
and glorify his great name.
Then fhall all his fervants
rejoice who ferve him in

truth, and all who live -

righteoufly and pioufly fhall
rejoice and be exceeding

g]ad.
ANNQ-
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AnxyoTAaTIiONS On the PROPHECY.

(a) Forin thefe very words did Micah prophecy in
the beginning of Hezekiah’s reign, about which time
Tobit was carried into captivity. See Micah iii, 12.
and Fer. xxvi, 18.

(%) In Greek fws mampaldor xawpor 7% aidvosy i. e,
donec impleantur tempeflates feculi 5 which words are moft
ftrangely rendered in our tranflation, as you may fee.

(¢) Thefe words, (then again they fhall go into a very
Jong captivity) either by chance or defign, are omitted
in the Greek verfion ; but the omiffion is too manifeft ;
for by reafon of it, the following fentence does not at
all agree with what went before, here being mention
made of a return and reftoration from fome captivity -
different from the former, of which neverthelefs there
is no mention before. Read it, and you muft al-
low it,

But I fufpe& that this paflage was ftruck out on pur-
pofe, becaufe it feemed to make for the opinion of the
Chiliafts, by declaring, that thofe things which are
fpoken by the Prophets concerning the glorious reftora-
tion of Jerufalem, and the then future converfion of
the nations, would not be compleated before the laft
return of the Jews. Wherefore Jerom, for the fame
reafon, not only omitted this, but alfo two other para-
graphs in this place, in order that what followed con-
cerning the converfion of the nations unto the Lord
might be fulfilled by the calling of them at that time,
But with what exactnefs Jerom has acquitted himfelf
in that verfion of his, and what credit is to be given
* him, the reader may eafily judge by the preface which
he himfelf has prefixed to the verfion: Becaufe (fays

he)
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he) the Chaldee language is near akin to the Hebrew, I find-
ing a perfon who [poke both Ianguagu with elegance, beflowed
one whole day's labour upon it ; and having fmt for a writer,
turned into Latin wbale'rm' be dictated to me in the Hebrew
tongue.

LA a s il o s aanl ol ad oty s ot s a2l )

~ IT may perhaps feem ftrange to fome, that,
among all the Prophets of the Old Teftament, I
fhould have taken no notice of the Royal Pro-
phet DAVID

Now, my not quoting any thmg from him as
yet, does not proceed from my no¢ ranking him
among the Prophets, nor from my thinking that
- none of his prophecies have any relation to my
fubje&, but the true reafon is this: The Pfalms
are now generally fo underftood, as if much the
greater part of them were applicable only to
David himfelf, he being confidered as the fpeaker
in them. Whatever reader therefore is not yet
fatisfied from other more clear and intelligible
prophecies, of the truth of that reftoration I con-
tend for, is not likely to admit, that the prophe-
cies produced from bim have any relation to itg
‘Becaufe the Pfalms being a poetical work, are,
upon that account, more obfcure and difficult to
be underftood, than moft of the other books of
the Old Teftament; and efpecially to thofe who,
through the prejudice abovementioned, fuppofe
‘them moftly to relate to the perfon of David.
However, for the fatisfaion of thafe who are
in fome meafure convinced by the other prophe-
cies, I fhall here mention fome of the prediétions

in
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in the Book of Pfalms, referring them for the refb
to the Pfalms, -whofe numbers I have here fet
down,

PsaLm lxviii. 22. The Lord hath faid, I will
bring my people again as I did from Bafan ; mine °
own will I bring again as I did fometime from the
deep of the fea. ~

PsaLm Ixix. 36, 37. God will fave Sion and build

. the cities of Juda, that men may dwell there, and

have it in pofleflion. The pofterity alfo of his fer-

vants fhall inherit it, and they that love his name
fhall dwell therein.

- PsaLm cii. 13=—=22. Thou fhalt arife and have
mercy upon Sion: for it ig time that thou have
mercy upon her ; yea the time is come. And why?
thy fervants think. upon her ftones, and it piticth
them to fee her in the duft. The heathen fhall fear
thy name, O-Lord, and all the kings of the earth
thy Majefty, When the Lord fhall build up Sion,
and when his glory fhall appear ; when he turneth
* him unto the prayer of the poor and deftitute, and
defpifeth not their defire,  This fhall be written for
thofe that come after, and the people which fhall
be born fhall praife the Lord. For he hath looked
down from his fan&uary. Outof the heaven did the
Lord behold the earth, that he might hear the
mournings of fuch as are in captivity, and deliver
the children appointed unto death; that they may
declare the name of the Lord in Sion, and his wor-
fhip at Jerufalem; when the people are gathered
~ together, and the kingdoms alfo, to ferve the Lord,

Thefe preditions evidently relate to the return.
of Ifrgel, and the reftoration of Ferufalem; but
befides
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befides thefe, there are eighty pfalms at leaft, which

either wholly, or in part, confift of prophetic
praifes or prayers offered to God by the Meffiah,
relating to the milennial kingdom which he fhall

enter upon at his fecond coming, and the de-
ftru&ion of his enemies at the battle of Arma-
geddon which is to precede it. The numbers of

~ the pfalms are thefe that follow : Pfalm ii. ix. x.
Xi. xiv. Xv. Xviil. Xix. XX. Xxi.” Xxiv, Xxix. xxxiii.

xxxiv. xxxv. xlv. xlvi. xlvii. xlviii. 1. liii. lix, Ixiv

—lxx. Ixxii. Ixxvi. Ixxvil. lxxix. Ixxx., Ixxxii.

Ixxxiii. Ixxxv. Ixxxvii. Ixxxix. xciii. xcv—c. cii—

cvil. cxi—cxvill. CXX—cCxxxiv. CXxxviii. cxlv.

cxlvi. cxlvii. cxlviii. cxlix. cl.

The learned Dr. Zlix, A. D. 1701, publifhed
the Book of Pfalms, with an excellent preface,
to fhow_that thefe pfalms related not to the days
of David, but to the days of the Mefliah, and
to the feveral ftates of the Fews and Chriffians,

from the time of the Mefliah, to the end of the
world. The Fews before and in our Saviour’s
time, Chrift himfelf and his ‘Apoftles, and the
moft primitive Cbriftians, apply the generality of -
thefe pfalms to the days and circumftances of the
Mefish. Nor indeed are there above 18 or 19
of the 150 that can, with propriety, be applied
to David himfelf, viz. xxx. xxxii. xxxviil. XXxix.
xlii. xliii. 1i. i, liv. v, lvi. Ix. Lxiii. Ixxxiv. part
of cviii. cxl. -cxli,-and perhaps xc. and cxliv. all
the reft relating to the Meffiah, either with re-
gard to his ftate of humiliation at his firft com-

ing, or of his exaltation at his fecond ; except-
ing
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ing fome lamentations of adiftreffed Ifraclite fitted
to the time of their prefent captivity, and ge-
nerally exprefling their hopes of a deliverance,

0L EOEOENIOEREIIETHINE IR LRI QIR0 106 0

HAVING now laid before the reader the moft
material, though not all the Prophecies of the
Orp TEesTaMeNT, which relate to the reftora-
tion of the Ifraclites, 1 fhall proceed to examine
thofe of the Nsw. And here we muft not ex-
pect to find fo great a number of Prophecies re-
lating to this matter, as in the Old Teftament ;
for, as the Old-Teftament Prophets had fpoken
fo largely concerning the ftate of the Fews, and
foretold what fhould befal them even in the laft
times, fo the New-Teftament Prophets have con-
fined themfelves principally for their prediétions
to what relates to the ftate of the Chriftian church.
However, they have not left us wholly deftitute
of predictions relative to the Fews. Our Lord's
prophecies concerning the deftruttion of Feru/fa-
lem, and the difperfion of the Fews, mult con-
vince every one of the truth of this: I fhall
therefore content myfelf with laying before the’
reader what predictions of his, relating to the
future reftoration of the Fews, are to be found in
the New Teftament.

LV.

Matt. xxiv. 29. Immediately after the tribulation
of thofe days, fhall the fun be darkened, and the
moon fhall not give her light, and the ftars fhall fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens fhall

be
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30 be fhaken. And then fhall appear the fign of the
Son of Man in heaven, and then fhall the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they fhall fee the Son of Man
‘coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and

31 great glory. And he fhall fend his angels with a
great found of a trumpet, and they fhall gather to-
gether his elect from the four winds, from one end

34 of heaven to the other.——Verily I fay .unto you,
this generation fhall not pafs away, till all thefe
things be fulfilled.

See alfo the parallels, Mark xiii. 24, &c. Lulc XXi.
25, &c.

Commentators have greatly differed in their
explications of this 24th chapter of St. Matthew,
fome thinking, that &/ the things here foretold
received their accomplithment at the deftruétion
of Ferufalem, whilft others, with more reafon,
fuppofe the former part of the chapter to relate
to that event, and the following part to what
fhould happen afterward, and to include the day
of judgment, or fecond coming of Chrift. In
order to the right underftanding of it, we muft
- obferve, that as Fefus went out from the temple, bis
-Aifciples came to bim for to fhew bim the buildings of

the temple 5 and Fefus faid unto them, See ye not all
thefe things? Verily I fay unto you, There fhall not
be left bere ome flone upon anotber, that fhalt® not be
thrown down. And as ve [at on the Mount of Olives,
the difciples came unto bim privately, faying, Tell us
when fhall thefe things be ? and what fhall be the
JSign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?
Our Lord anfwers their laft queftion firft, and in-
forms them, that many fhould come in bz: name, and

that

o’
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that there fhould be wars and rumours of wars, but

* that the end fhould not be yet : For, before the end,

~

nation fhould rife againft nation—tbere fhould be fa-
mines, peflilences, and eartbquakes, in diverfe places
perfecutions, falfe Propbets, and abundamce of ini-
guity 5 and lattly, that this gofpel of the kingdom
Jhall be preached in all the world, for a witnefs unto
all nations ; and THEN fhall the end come. From
hence it is plain, that by the end is not here
meant the end of the Fewi/b polity, or the deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem, for all thefé figns did not then

happen ; nation did not rife againf nation, nor

were there remarkable famines, pefiilences, or earth-
quakes, in diverfe places, between the time of this
predition, and the deftruction of Ferufalem ; nei-
ther can the gofpel be faid to have been preached
to o/l nations within that period, or even to this
day. On all which accounts it is evident, that
the end of the age (as it thould have been tran-
{lated),”and the coming of Chrift, which the dif-
ciples here inquired into, are events yet future.
From the 4th to the 14th verfe, therefore, our
Lord fpeaks of events in general, which fhould
happen from the time of the predi&ion to the
time of his fecond coming, or the end of the
age ; but from the 15th to the 21ft, he undoubt-
edly fpeaks of the fiege and deftruétion of Feru-
Jalem, and the tribulation which was to follow it,
and points out the fign of its coming, viz. the
abomination of defolation [poken of by Daniel the
Prophet flanding in the boly place, in anfwer to the
difciples firft quettion, #ben fhall thefe things be ?
: Our
5
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Our Lord, after having ‘thus defcribed the
fiege and deftruction of Ferufalem, and the great
tribulation which fhould happen, both at and af-
~ ter thefe events, proceeds, ver. 23, to foretell
that, during thefe times, many falfe Cbrifis fhould
arife; but to prevent their being deceived by
them, he acquaints them with the manner of his.
fecond coming, and the figns of it; that it fhall
be like lightning coming out of the eaft and Jhining
20 the weft, to denote (as I apprehend) not only
the juddmnej}, but alfo the publicknefs and vifibility
of it, in oppofition to the oBfeure and' private
coming of the pretended Chrift’s in the deferts, or
in the fecret cbambers, mentioned ver. 26. agree-
ably to which he tells us, ver. 30, 31. they fhall
Jee the Son of Man coming in the clouds of beaven,
with power and great glory ; and be fhall fend bis
angels-with a great found of a trumpet, and they fhall
gatber togetber bis elel from the four winds, from one
end of beaven to the other. From the 2gth verfe
onward, therefore, our Saviour fpeaks of his fe-
cond coming and the figns of it, the darkning the
Jun-and moon, the flars falling, and the appearance
of the fign of the Som of Man in beaven, &c. i
anfwer to that part of their fecond quettion, #bar
Jhall be the fign of thy- coming ? adding, with a— -
Verily I fay unto you, this generation fhall not pafy
till all thefe things fhall be fulfilled. Thofe com-
mentators who hold that every thing foretold in
this chapter received its accomplifhment at the-
deftru&tion of Ferufalem, and that this event was

what is herc meant by the coming of the Sonv
of
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of Man in the clouds, €. found this their opiniofi
~upon the 34th verfe. But to thefe I anfwer in the
words of the learned Mr. Mede, that ¢ they ground
¢ this their opinion upon the ambiguity of the
< word generation, whereas yeved fignifies not only
¢ etas, but gens, natio, progenies, and fo ought ta
¢ be here taken, viz. Gens Fudeorum non interibit,
< ufque dum omnia bec implentur : the Nation of the
¢ Fews thould nat perifk, till all thefe things were
¢ fulfilled, for fo fignifies wapehfn in the Hebrew
¢ notion, as you may fee even in the verfe fol-
¢ lowing, o geaves ¥, Wy wagedsioeflas. By virs
¢ tue of which Amen, ver. 34. Verily I fay unta
¢ you, the Fewifh nation, even to the wonder and
¢ aftonithment of all who confider it, remains a
¢ diftinét people in fo long and tedious a captivity,
¢ and after fo many wonderful changes as have
¢ befallen the nations where they live. Accord-
¢ ing to that of Feremy, chap. xxxi. 35, 36. (whis
¢ ther this paffage feems to have reference) Thus
¢ faith the Lord, which giveth the fun for a light by
¢ day, and the ordinances of tbe moon and of the fiars
¢ for a light by night, which divideth the fia when
$ the waves thereof roar : If thafe ordinances depart
¢ from before me, faith the Lord, then the feed of
¢ Hrael alfo fball ceafe from being @ Nation before
¢ me for ever. S. Chryfoffome, amopg the ancients,
¢ and Flaccius Illyricus, (a man well fkilled in the
¢ ftyle of fcripture) among the moderns, and -
¢ thofe who follow them, might have admonifthed
¢ others to take the word yevea in this accepta.
¢ tion, rather than by turning it «/as or feculum,

‘10
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to put this Prophecy in little eafe, and the
whole harmony of fcripture out of frame, by
I'know not what confufed interpretation. S.
Chry[oftome applies it to gens Chriftiana, or fidelium,
which he calls 4 yevea OiléTov + nvgpov, gemera-
tio Qumrentium Dominum 3 others have other ac-
commodations, but ftill under this notion I
fpeak of. I prefer, as I faid, gens Fudeorum
for what reafons, nikil nunc attinet dicere. No
man can deny that this is one.of the native no-
tions of yevea, yea and fo raken in the gofpels ;
as in the foregoing chapter, Matt. xxxiii. 36.
Verily I fay unto you, all thefe things fhall .come
(¢mt ¥ ywedy Tavlpy) upon this nation. So
Beza renders it twice in the parallel place,
Luke x. 50, 51.and feven times in this gof-
pel.  Again, Luke xvii. 25. The Son of Man
muft be firf} rejelled, dwo © yevias ravlns, Beza d
gente iffa. The LXX renders by this word
DY populus N familia NN progenies patria.
See Gen. xxv. 13.—xlili. 7. Num. x. 30, &Jc.
Befides to interpret this coming of the Son of
Man in the clouds of beaven, and bis kingdom then,
of his coming to the deftrution of Ferufalem,
is contrary to the context of our Saviour’s Pro-
phecy : for the coming of Chrift to deftroy Fe-
rufalem, was the beginning and caufe of that great
and long tribulation of that people, but the
coming and appearing of the fon of Man in
the clouds of heaven, is exprefly faid fhould
be after it, immediately A¥TER the days of that
tribulation, 8c. Matt. xxiv. 29.—Mark xviii. 24.

. ¢ For
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t For this great tribulation, fuch as never nation
¢ fuffered, is not to be confined to their calamity
¢ at the deftruflion of Ferufalem, but extends to
¢ the whole time of their captivity and difperfion,
¢ from that time unto this prefent not yet ended 5
wherefore St. Luke, who is wont to be an ex-
pofitor of our Saviour’s words, puts inftead of
thofe words of great tribulation, thefe of parallel
¢ fenfe to them, there fhall be greas difirefs in the
¢ land, and wrath upon this people, and.they fhall
¢ fall by the edge of the fword, and [flall be led a-
¢ way captive unte all nations; and Jeruflalem fhall
¢ be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of
¢ the Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke xxi. 23, 24. And
¢ as the other Evangelifts fay, after that tribula-
¢ tion énded, fo he, after, or when thefe times of
¢ the Gentiles are fulfilled, then fhall be figns in
¢ the fun and moon, and thesn they fhall fee the
¢ Son of Man coming in a cloud, &¢. For the
¢ copulative xas, ver. 25. (xasi¥sa onpéa) is to
be taken after the Hebrew manner, ordinativé
< for tum deiyde, which you know is frequent in
¢ feripturc, Thenfhall be figns*>

. From hence it is fufficiently clear, that the
coming of the Son of Man here fpoken of, is
his fecond coming, yet future, and not his coming
to deftroy Ferufalem; becaufe at this coming he
is to GATHER TOGETHER bis elci? from the four
winds, from the uttermoft part of the earth, to the
uttermoft part of beaven; whereas, at his coming

a ot
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* Mede, Book IV. Epift: XIL p. 752,
' I2 . to
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to deftroy Jerufalem, he, on the contrary, dift
perfed them among all nations. '
Some indeed, by the eles? here, would have us

to underftand the Chriflian Cburch to be gathered

out of all nations, at, or foon after, the deftruc-

tion of Ferufalem 5 but this cannot be the meaning

here, becaufe, in fact, there was no fuch gather-

ing together of the ele&t from the four winds, &c.

at that time, or afterward ; neither can it fignify

(with others) the gathering together at the laft

and final judgment *, becaufe that is always in

fcripture

* The laft day, or day of judgment, according to the
learned and judicious Mr. Mede, is not one fingle day, but a
tboufand years, beginning and ending with the millennium, or
thoufand years of Chrift’s reign upon earth ; and if fo, the
coming of Chrift in the clouds to gather together his eled,
fpoken of in this chapter, and the beginning of the day of
* judgment, are the fame thing : Agreeably to which, faiab,
fpeaking of this laft day, chap. ii. 4. fays, and He fhall judge
among the nations, and fball rebuke many people, &c.' Chrift will
therefore begin to judge the nations at this time, and to
give reward unto his fervants, though the particular and final
reward or punithment of every individual will be delayed
till the fecond refurre&iod, at the end of ‘this thoufand
years, when the dead, fmall and great, are to /}bnd before God,
Rev. xx. 12, fo that as there are to be rwo refurre@ions, fo
slfo will there be two judgments ; the fir#, like the firft re-
furre&ion, a particular one, to be executed during the thou-
fand years, and the fecond, a general one, at the general re-
furreétion, when the thoufand years are expired.

¢ The milkennium (fays Mr. Mede) of the reign of Chrit, is
¢ that which the fcriptures call the Day of Fudgment, &c. —a
¢ Day (not as our languages commonly import) of a few hours,

¢ but,

3
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cripture defcribed to be a gathering together of
#ll mankind, whereas this is of the ele@2” only.
It

¢ but, according to the Hebrew notion, .(from whence the
¢ name is derived) of many years; for with them, day is
¢ time, and not a fhort only, but a long time; a Day,
¢ whereof St. Peser fpeaking, (2d epift. chap. iii.) tells the
¢ believing brethren, as foon as he has named it, ver. 8. that
¢ he would not have them ignorant, that one day with the
¢ Lord was as a thoufand years, and a thoufand years as one
¢ day. ‘This is the day of the great Affizes, beginning with
¢ the yth trumpet, Apoc. xi. 15. wherein Chrift fhall give re-
¢ award unto bis fervants the Prophets, and to the faints, and
¢ them that fear his name; and fhall deftroy them that de-
¢ firoy the earth, ver. 18, The procefs of this wonderful
¢ day St. Fobn defcribes by a twofold judgment, and a two-
¢ fold refurre&ion, and the glorious reign of the faints be-
¢ tween them : The Morning Fudgment fhall be of Antichrift
¢ and all his partakers, whom Chrift thall defroy at the ap-.
¢ pearance of bis coming, 2 Thef. ii. 8. and then fhall be the
¢ firftand particular refurre@ion. The Evening Fudgment thall
¢ be upon the remainder of the living enemies of Chrift,
¢ Gog and Magog, and conclude with the laft and univerfal
¢ refurre&tion of all the dead : And fo the lzff enemy, Death,
¢ bemg now wholly vanquifhed, he fhall furrender the king-
¢ dom into the hands of his Father, that Gop may be all in
¢ all, 1 Cor. xv. 24. Nor ought it to feem ftrange, the name
¢ Day fhould fignify fo long a time as a thoufand years ; the
¢ Feaws who firft impofed it underflood it fo. And in the
¢ end of St. Peter 'we fhall find yet a longer day, even
¥ wutpa dioyGr (Dies Eternitatis) a Day of Eternity, 2 Pes.
¢ iil. 18. The Prophets have many fuch long days, when
¢ they fay, in that day. The whole time of Chriff’s firlk
* coming is called & day, John xxvi. 26.—2 Cor. vi. 2. The
¥ whole time of the Feavs forty years abode in the wilderncfs
¢ is called 4 day, Heb. iii, 8, 9. Their firft captivity of fe-
¢ venty years, @ day, (vide Prophetas). Their latt and
I ¢ long



ﬂ;m . n‘.ze.

[ 118 ]

It remains therefore, that by the ¢/e# muft here
be meant no other than the Fews or Ifraelites, wha,
are commonly diftinguithed by that appellation
in fcripture, and who, as a nation, have been in
reality, and ftill are, notwithftanding the punifh-
ments which they have undergone, and ftill fuf-
fer, the /2 of God, i. e. a people whom He in-
tends to take under his more efpecial protection,

~and to render glorious, with regard to outward

circumftances, above all the nations upon earth.
Another argument for the reftoration of the
Fews, is contained in the 24th verfe of the 21ft
chapter of St. Luke: Ferufalem fhall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles

e fulfilled; for this implics, that after thofe times

of the Gentiles, it fhall no longer be trodden
down by the Gentiles, but fhall be reftored to
the Fews agreeably to the predictions of the Pro-
phets.

And here I cannot omit a text which has gene-
rally puzzled thofe who oppofe the notion of the

.

¢ long captivity, aduy, as Deut. xxxii. 35, et alibi apud Pro-
¢ phetas.  And what if in our daily prayer (giwve us this day
our daily bread) day be to be taken for the whole of our
life ? For inftead of St. Matthew’s (this day), fpeaking af-
ter the Hebrew notion, St. Luke hath’it in the fame peti-
tion zal’ #puépay, that is, every day. So St. Paul, Heb,

ili. 13. Exbort.one another (xal’ enasny wprépar) every day,
avhilft it is called to-day.” Mede, Book V. Chap. III.

He then proceeds to fhow that this was the opinion of the
pri‘mi:ive fathers, by quotations from Irenezus, Fuftin Martyr,
Cyprian, and Lafantius; for which I refer the reader to thg
%quvementioned chapter,

. : Jews

o A a & =«
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Fews reftoration, and the millennial kingdom of .

Chrift upon earth, Matt. xxvi. 29.” But I fay unto
you, I will not drink benceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father’s kingdem 3 or as it is, Mark xiv. 25.
Verily I fay unto you, I will drink no more of the
fruit of the wine, until that day that I drink it new
in the kingdom of Gop. In St. Luke xxii. 18.
For 1 fay unio you, that I will not drink of the fruit
of the wvine until the kingdom of Goo fhall come.
To which let-me add, ver. 29, 30. of the fame
chapter, And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my
Fatber bath appointed unto me ; that ye may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom, and fit on thrones
Judging the twelve tribes of Ifraely and its parallel,
Matt. xix. 28. And Fefus faid unto them, Verily 1
Jay unto you, that ye whick have followed me * in
the regeneration, when the Som of Man fhall fit in
the tbrome of bis glory, ye alfo fhall fit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Ifrael.

It is allowed, by all fenfible expofitors, that
the plain and literal fenfe of fcripture ought ne«
ver to be departed from, except where fuch lite-
ral fenfe is either. impoffible or contradictory to
what the fcripture teaches in other places, or
elfe is evidently a metaphorical expreflion. That
there is no impofibility in the literal fenfe of thefe

* The words in the regeneration ought not to be joined (as
in our tranflation) to the words, ye that bavé followed me, but
the comma placed after the word e ; the true fenfe not being,
Je that have followed me in the regeneration fball fit, &c. but
ye thathave followed me fhall in the regeneration fit, &c.

14 texts,
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texts, every one muft allow, and that it is con-
tradiétory to other places of fcripture, is fo far
from being the cafe, that, on the contrary, fuch
a ftate of refidence .of our Lord, and the faints
upon earth, after his fecond coming, as thefe
* texts feem to imply, is not only perfectly agree-
able to all the Old-Teftament Prophecies, many of
which I have here laid before the reader, but is
alfo exprefly afferted by St. John, Rev. xx. 4.
And I faw the fouls of them that were bebeaded
Jor the witnefs of Fefus, and for the word of God,
and which bad not worflipped, the beaft, neither bis
image, neitber bad received bis mark upon their fore-
beads, or in their bands 5 and they lived and reigned
with Chrift a thoufand years. 5. But the reft of the
dead lived not again till the thoufand years were
Jmifhed.  This is the fir} refurreflion. That this
reign of Chrift and the faints is to be upon earth,

" is plain from what follows in the 8th and gth
verfes, concerning Gog and Magoeg, who are,
when the thoufund years are expired, to go up on the
breadih of the earth, and compafs the camp of the
Jaints about, and the beloved city. The literal fenfe
therefore being neither impoffible, nor contradic-
tory to other places of {cripture, the only remain-
ing way to evade it, is to fuppofe the expreffions
here to be metaphorical ; and this is what thofe,
who are highly prejudiced againft a literal mean-
ing, have had recourfe to : But he that can fup-
pofe drinking of THIs fruit of the vine, which was
actually then in the hand of our Lord, can fig;

* nify any thmg elie but what the words themfelves
do
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do exprefs, or can fuppofe the drinking of it new
in the kingdom of God, to be only a metapho-
rical drinking, may full as well fuppofe that our
Lord’s Supper was nothing real, but only a me-
taphorical eating and drinking : Nay farther, that

" the accounts we have of his life and death, are
~metaphorical, for thefe are not exprefled in more
clear terms. To conclude, fuch aliberty as thefe
metaphorical commentators here take with the

. plain words of feripture, would, if allowed, ren- -
der the whole of the facred writings unintelligible
and uncertain.

I fhall mention but one more argument in fa-
vour of the reftoration I have undertaken to
prove, and that fuch a one as (if duly attended
to) is of weight enough to determine the poing
in difpute,

LV IC

AcTs i. 6. When they therefore were come to-
gether, they afked of him, faying, Lord, wilt thou .
at this time reftore again the kingdom to Ifrael ?

g And he faid unto them, It is not for you to know
the times and the feafons, which the Father hath
put in his own power.

Immediately before our Lord’s afcenfion, the
Apoftles being come together, put this queftion
to him, Lord, wilt thou at this time refiore ;tbe
kingdom. to Ifrael 2 This plainly fhows, that the
Apottles themfelves had an expeation that the
kingdom or fovereignty of the country of Fudea,

which
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which was then in the hands of the Roman em-
peror, fhould at fome time or other be reftored
“to the Ifraelites. Whether this opinion of theirs
was well grounded or no (I think) will beft ap-
pear from our Lord’s anfwer: And be faid unta
© them, It is not for you to know the times and feafons,
awbich the Fatber batb put in bis own power. Our
Lord here does not deny the truth of that refto-
ration they expected, but. only fays, it was not
for them to know the Times and Seafons when fuch
a reftoration was to take place. Now can it be
imagined, that if the Apoftles had been in an
error of fuch confequence, our Lord would not
have endeavoured to fet them right, and have
anfwered in fome fuch manner as he did to the
Sadducees, Xe do err, not knowing the feripture 5 in-
ftead of which, He only declares, that the zimes
or feafons when he thould reftore the kingdom to
Ifrael, (which was the only thing they inquired af-
ter) Gop bad put in bis own power. If therefore
the kingdom is never to be reftored to Ifrael, our
Lord here informed his Apoftles, that Gop had
put in his own power the times and feafons of
that which was never to happen; but thisis a
manner of fpeaking that is inconfiftent with com-
mon fenfe : how much more fo with divine

wifdom !

Thus have I laid before the reader the moft re-
- markable Prophecies relating to the future refto-
ration of the Jews. Many others might have been

added ;
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added; but if thefe which are here produced are

" not fufficient to convince him, it would be in

vain to increafe their number by the addition of

fuch as carry Jefs weight with them, or might be

more liable to exception. That every application

of the Prophecies I have here made, or every ar-

gument I have deduced from them, fhould be

fatisfatory to the reader, is more than I can rea-

fonably expe¢t. I am very far from thinking

myfelf wholly fecured from the errors and preju-

dices incident to all uninfpired writers, when they

treat of theological fubjeéts; but I muft here de-

" fire the reader to take notice, that if anmy one of
the numerous prophecies here produced, is by.
me rightly explained, and the arguments drawn

from thence folid and unanfwerable, the point I
have undertaken to prove is thereby afcertained

and indubitable, tho’ all the reft fhould feem to

be inconclufive ; becaufe one clear and evident

prediction delivered by the Holy Spirit, can ne-

ver be contrary to another : fo that, except there

- can be prodiced as clear and evident a prediction’
to the contrary, from the fame authority, every
one fuch fingle prediction is decifive.

Before I conclude, it may be expected by fome
that I fhould fay fomewhat cencerning the time
when this reftoration is to take place; to whom
I anfwer, in the words of our Lord, that s is
not for s to know the times and the feafons, which
the Fatber batb put in bis own power.  All that we
can be certain of in relation hereto, is, that -

rufaicin
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rufalem fhall be tyodden down of the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, as our Saviaur
tells us, Luke xxi. 24. What is meant by the
times of the Gentiles being fulfilled, is, accord-
ing to the moft judicious expofitors, when the
times appointed for the duration of the dominion
of the four monarchies fhall be compleated *.

We now live under the laft ftate of the fourth
monarchy, after the divifion of it into ten king-
donis, reprefented to Nebuchadnezzar by the feet
and toes of the image which he faw in his dream
but the precife time when the ftone cut out with-
out hands fhall fmite the image upon bis feet that
were of iron and clay, or partly ftrong and partly

® « The Fews fball be carried away captive over all na-
¢ tions, and Ferufalem irodden down of the Gentiles, until the
¢ times of the Gentiles be fulfilled : that is, (as was faid before)
¢ until the monarchies of the Gentiles fhould be finithed,
¢ For thefe times of the Gentiles are that laft period of the
¢ fourth kingdom prophecied of Daniel vii. a time, times,
¢ apd half a time; at the end of which the Angel fwears
¢ unto Daniel, chap. xii. 7: that God fhould accomplifh to
¢ fcatter the power of the holy people. This is that fulnefs
¢ of the Gentiles, which being come, St. Paul tells us, Rom.
¢ xi. 26. The Deliverer fball come out of Siem; and all Ifrael
¢ fball be faved. And the 'Angel in Apoc. x. 6. renews the
¢ fame oath to St. Fobn, which he fware before to Danic/,
$ That awhen thefe times (N. B.) fbould end and be no longer, the
¢ myflery of Gop Jbould be finifbed, as he bhad declared to his
] /}r-vanu the Prophets. Amen.” Mede’s Works, Book III. -
P,ahiel’: Weeks explained, p. 709,

brittle,
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brittle, as the angel interprets it, is not perhaps
now difcoverable by us. There are certain pe-
riods of time, appointed by the providence of
Gop, for the difcovery of feveral of the prophe.
tic vifions, before which they are clofed up and
- fealed, i. e. not to be underftood. That the time
of this reftoration is one of thefe fecrets of Di~
vine Providence, appears from the 12th chapter
of Daniel, where, after the Prophet had been in-
formed that Michgel /hall fiand up the great Prince
which fandeth for the children of bis (Daniels)
people, &c. it is added, ver, 4. But thou, O Da-
#iel, fbut up the words, and feal the book 1o the time
of the end. And again, when owe faid unto the
man cleathed in linen, which was upon tbe waters of
the river, How long /hall it be 1o the end of thefs
wonders 2 the anfwer was, that s¢ fhall be for o
dime, times, and a balf 3 and when be fhall bave ace
complifhed to fcatter the power of the holy people, all
thefe shings foall be finifhed. This the Prophet une
derftood not, as appears by his anfwer. 4xd Ibeard
but underfiood not : Then faid 1, O my Lord, what
Jhall be the end of thefe things? to which queftion.
be received for anfwer a repetition of what had
been faid to him before.  Go rby ways, Daniel ; for
the words are clofed and fealed till the time of the
.

Sir Ifaac Newton, in his differtation upan this
- Praphecy, p. 251, fays, ¢ that it fhould not be
* known befare the laft age of the world; and
¢ thergfore it makes for the credit of this Pro-

‘ ' , ¢ phecy
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* phecy that it is not yet underftoed. The folly
of interpreters has been to foretell times and
- things by this Prophecy, as if God defigned
to make them Prophets ; by fuch rathnefs they
have not only expofed themfelves, but brought
that part of fcripture into contempt. The de-
fign of Gop was much otherwife: He gave
this, and other Prophecies in the Old Tefta-
ment, not to gratify men’s curiofity, by enabling
them to foreknow things, but that, after they
are fulfilled, they might be interpreted by the
event; and his own providence, not the inter-
preter’s, be then fulfilled that as many as
will take pains in this ftudy, may fee fufficient
inftances of. Gop’s providence. Amongft the
interpreters of the laft age, there-is fcarce one
of note who has not made fome difcovery worth
knowing ; and thence I gather, that Gop is a-
bout opening thefe myfteries: an encourage-
ment this, to be more particularly attentive to
thefe things.’
The natural confequence of fuch an attention
to this and other Prophecies, would be a thorough
conviction in our minds of the truth of that re-
velation by which they were delivered to us, and
in which they are contained ; and this indeed is
the ‘main end and defign of thefe difcourfes,
which I think cannot well fail of having this ef-
fet upon every ingenucus mind, that will be at
- the trouble of comparing the feveral prophecies
relating to the Fewi/h nation with the events.
~ That
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That they were to be diper/ed and fcattered among'
all nations of the earth is repeatedly foretold by
the Prophets, and that they fhall ﬁna]ly be re- .
Slored, never to be again difperfed, is.likewife as
often predicted by the fame Prophets. The firft
of thefe we fee moft literally fulfilled, and the
latter therefore it is moft highly reafonable to
expet. In the mean time (as a learned writer
. fays), ¢ we fee this people alone, by a fingular
miracle of Providence, preferved alive to this
day, under perfecutions and oppreffions more
than enough to have extinguifhed their race,
preferved entire, and unmixed with the nations
of the world, among whom they are fcattered. -
All the remains of other nations are fwallowed
up, or perithed.  The Ammonites, the Moabites,
the Edomites, their neighbours, not one of them
are diftinguifhed at home from the new-comers
‘into their land, not one caft or tribe are to be
found diftinét in any other country, The Fews
only, aof all the nations of the world, remain
a feparate people, in their laws and religion, as
from Mofes; retaining the fame hope of the
bleflings of the Mefiah, as in the Prophets days,
notwithftanding the difappointment of that hope,
and the delay thereof during their difperfion, for
above fixteen hundred years ; as if they were re-
ferved and fupported by Gop for this very pur-
pofe, to be an inftance of his goodncfs to them,
and of the truth of his Prophets at their re-
turn.  And fince othcr more improbable events

3 ¢ forctold
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¢ foretold from the fcriptures, have all come to
¢ pafs, we doubt not but Gop in his time will
"¢ accomplifh this: and whenever he doth, tho’
¢ fuch an acceffion of ftrength be not needed,
. < it will be fo great a demonftration of the cer-
- ¢ tain relation of the Scripture Prophecies to the
¢ Meffias, as will put to filence all infidelity.”

Bifkop of Litchfield and Covmtry’: defence of Criftia
amtj

APPEN-
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APPENDIX
T O

OBsErvATIONS on the PRoPHECIES
telating to the Reftoration of the Jews ;

BEING AN

ANSWER

TO THE

OBVJEC'TIONS' of a late AUTHOR:

HILST I was writing the préceding ob-
fervations, there came to my hands a
pamphlet, mmulcd The Rife and Fall of the
Holy Gity and T cmp.’c of Ferufalem, &c. by GREGORY
SHARPE, LL D. in which the reforation of the
Fews, which I have here been endeavouring to
prove, is abfulutcly denied. The character which
this learned and ingenious divine very dcfervcdly
bears in the literary world, would render me in-
excufable, if I was wholly to overlook the ob-
jetions which he has brought againft the opinion
1 have endeavoured to cﬂabhfh I fhall thereforey
with all due deference to one, whofe learned and
excellent defences of Chriftianity are fo juftly ad- -
mired, point out the paffages in the abovemen-
Kk , troned
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tioned work, in which 1 apprehend this learned
and ingenious Doétor to have been miftaken ;
adding, at the fame time, the fcripture grounds
and reafons, which oblige me to differ from

him! o
The firft thirty pages of his fecond edition con-
tain nothing that I fhall objeét to, but, on the
contrary, many curious and entertaining obferva~
tions. But p. 33. he exprefles himfclf in the

following manner:
¢ They (the Fews) as a people, together with
¢ their city, were deftroyed : they were no more
to live in one place; they were to be dif-
perfed, and fcattered over the face of the
whole earth ; they were to fhow themfelves
a flanding miracle of God’s mercy and judg-
ment, to preduce and bear witnefs to the ora-
cles of God, which they confirm by their own:
appearance under the circumftances they now
are, truftecs and guardians, as it were, of thofe
divine records for the ufe of Chriftians. What
would have ftill preferved and kept them toge-
ther inone place, the city and the temple, were
taken from them ; they have now no home y
and yet are as diftinét from. all other men, with:
“whom they live in great numbers ever all the
“earth, as when they inhabited Ferufalem in its
ancient fplendor. They could have no temple,
nor any facrifice, but in Ferufalem, and when
that was deftreyed, they were difperfed. Cir-
cumcifion, the mark of the covenant, or tokem
of the promife, could be of no peculiar ufe
I, ¢ whea

[ a @& & «a o L) o & @« -~ . ®& 0 & ~ o o L



[ 13t ]

when the covenant of promife was fulfilled, and
the promifed feed had evidently appeared in
the perfon of Jefus. All that was peculiar to
the Fews; all that obftruted the general union °
of mankind under one God and Saviour of us
all, the calling of the Gentiles, who by adop-
tion are made heirs of the promife 5 all that
was local and temporary became obfolete, and
of no ufe or fignificancy ; for by the accom-
plilimerit of the prophecies, and the appear:
ance of the Son of God, all thefe things weré
abolithed ; facrifices had their end ; the carnal
ordinances, the temple, the Fewi/k polity, fa-
- cred and civil, as connected with the city of
Ferufalem, all were. deftroged in one genera]
ruin, and the diftinction of the tribes i3 entirely
loft.”
That the Fews were to be difperfed and feats
tered over the face of the whole earth, that they
now fhew themfelves a ftanding miracle of God’s
judgment, aiid will hereafter of his mercy; | al-
low; and alfb that they bear witne(s -to the oras
cles of God, which they confirm by their own
appearance undet the circumftances they now are 3
but it does riot from hence follow; that they are
fio mote to live in one place; for though what
would have ftill preferved and kept them toges -
ther, the city and the temple, were taken from
them, it cannot from hence be concluded that
theft thall niever be reftored to them again. That
circumcifion, the mark of the covenant, or token
of the promife, could be of no‘peculiar ufe when

Kia the
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the promifed feed had appeared, by no means
follows ; for if we look into the 1%th chapter of
Genefis, we fhall find the covenant, of which cir-
cumcifton was to be a token between Gop and
Abrabam, was this mentioned in the 8th verfe:
And I will give unto thee, and to thy feed after thec,
the land wherein thou art a firanger, all the land of
Canaan, for an EVERLASTING poffeffion, and I will -
be their Gop. Now if Abrabam, who, as St. Ste-
pben obferves, A&s vii. 5. bad no inberitance in
Canaan, no not fo much as to fet bis foot on, is ftilk
to have this promife made good to him, and his
feed have not yet entered upon the everlafting pof-
fe[Mion of it here mentioned, it is evident that the
token may be yet of peculiar ufe to them, as it
aflures them of the certainty of God’s fulfilling
it to them hereafter. Circumcifion therefore was
not a token of the promifed [eed, or that in Abra-
bam’s feed fhould ali the nations of the earth be
bleffed 5 for tho’ this had been alfo promifed him,
yet God makes no mention of it when he repeats
to Abrabam the contents of the covenant of which
circumcifion was to be the "token, Gen. xvii,
6, 7, 8. Neither do the rites peculiar to the
Fews, feem to me to have any way obftructed
the general -union of mankind under one Gon
and Saviour of us all, or the calling of the Gen-
tiles, they being in fact called while thefe things
fubfifted, - All that was local muft indeed ceafe
at the difperfion of the Fews; but that by the
accomplifhment of the prophecies, and the ap-
pearance of the Son of Gop, 4/ thefe things were

1 ’ . abolifhed,
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abolithed, and that the temple, the Fewifh polity,
facred and civil, as connefted with the city of
Ferufalem, were {o deftroyed as never to be again
reftored, is more than we ar¢ warranted by the
fcripture to affirm.

Again, in a note, p. 45. our Author reafons in

the following manner: ¢ The facrifices appointed
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by the law of Mpyfes, and the whole Levitical
Jaw, were appropriated to the tabernacle and
temple, and the deftrution of the latter was
the end of all ; this obliged the Fews to in- -
vent a third temple, and to apply the prophe-
cies that had been accomplifhed by the fecond
temple to a future temple; and to affert, that
the plan laid down by Ezekie/ was not followed
by Zerubbabel, but is to be executed in fome
future age. The Chriftians have fuffered them-
felves to be impofed upon by the Fews, and
the apocryphal writers, who were Montanifts,
and many of the Fathers, have almoft made the
impofition facred. But how wild and ground-
lefs the conceit! Are we to fuppofe then that a
plan was given for a third temple to be built
at the end of the world, and no notice taken
of that which was to be built in about forty
years ? Are not the times particularly conneted
with the captivity by the Prophet, and the peo-
ple called upon 70w to put away their idolatry ?
Ezek. xi. 1.—xliii, 7—12. Are we to expe&t
priefts of the offspring of Zadock 2. Ez¢k. xliii.
19. Are burnt-offerings, with all other Mofaic
rites and ceremonies, to be reftored ? And if
K3 ' ¢ facrifices
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¢ facrifices are to be revived, what ufe or pur-
¢ pofe, civil, moral, or rcllglous, are they in that
¢ age to ferve? What are they then as types to
¢ prefigure 2 May ve be permitted to call them
¢ antetypes, or imagine them to be prefigurative
"¢ emblems of fervices in the heavenly Ferufalem 2
¢ Is this the method of converting the Fews? Is
¢ this the new covenant made with the houfe of
¢ Ifrael and Fudab 2 And are we to fee the old
¢ covenant, which St. Pax/ declared, even m his
¢ days, to be decayed, waxen old, and rcady to
¢ vanith away, reftored again ? Heb. viii., 13. Are
¢ the able minifters of the new covenant to be
¢ obliged to exchange the miniftration of the fpie
¢ rit of rxohtcoufnefs, of life, and of glory, for
¢ the miniftration of condemnation and death ?
¢ No forely ; the letter which k:llcth, fhould ne-
¢ ver be prcfcrrcd to the fpirit which giveth life,
¢ 2 Cor. iii. 6—11. Is this the word which God
¢ fent unto the children of [frael, preaching peace
¢ by Jefus Chrift? 485 x. 36.  The difference
¢ between the fecond temple and that defcribed
¢ by Ezekiel, is rather made than proved by mo-
¢ dern Fews, who can have no good authority for
their affertions in a matter of fuch remote an-
tiquity ; nor will the figurative ufe and appli-
cation of prophetic language by St. Job# in thg
Revelations, fupport the Muntaniff in his abfurd
conceffions.?
That the facrifices appointed by the law of
‘Mofes, tho® not the whole Levitical laws, were
appropriated ta the tabernacle and the temple, is
allowed 3

re®f4 ® & & A
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allowed ; but it does not follow from hence that
the deftrution of the latter was the end of all,
if by this expreffion our author means, as he had
before afferted, tbat the Fewifh polity, facred and
civil, as connefled with the city of Ferufalem, all
were defiroyed in one general ruin, {o as never to be
again reftored. That the facrifices cannot be re-
ftored, confiftently with the law of Mofes, whillk
the temple continues defolate, is true; but that
the temple itfelf muft always continue fo, by no
means follows.

That a third temple is an invention of the
Fews, does not appear from any arguments that
our Author has made ufe of, but the future exif-
tence of fuch a temple may be fairly inferred from
feveral prophecies in the Old Teftament; neither
have thefe prophecies been accomplithed by the
ereting of the fecond temple. That the plan
laid down by Ezekiel was followed by Zerubbabel
does by no means appear, nor can the prophecies
relating to Ezekiel's temple be applied to Zerub-
babel’s, upon account of the different circum-
ftances which they foretel fhall happen at the
time of its eftablilbbment: For firft, the Shecinab,
or Dijvine Prefence, was to return, as appears from
Ezek. xliii. 2. And the glory of the Lord came into
the boufe by the way of the gate, whofe profpei? was
toward the eaft : So the Spirit took me up and brought
me into the inmer court, and beboid the glory of the
Lord filled the boufe ; and 1 beard bim [peaking unto
me out of the boufe, and the man flood by me : And
be faid unto me, Som of man, the place of my throne,

K 4 and
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and the place of the foles of my feet, where I will
dwell in the midft of the children of Ijrael for ever,
and my boly name fhall the boufz of Ifrael no more de.

file, neither they nor their kings, 8c. Now this great

honour and advantage that attended the temple
- of Solomon, isallowed by all authors to have been
wanting in the fecond temple; and therefore the
temple of Zerubbabel cannot be the tcmple in-
tended by Exchiel.
* 2dly, The extent and form of the city then to
be rebuilt, was to be very different from that of
thc city rebuilt by Zerubbabel, or enlarged by any
: of his fucceffors, even to the time of its deftruc-
tion’; for, as it appears by Ezek. xlviii. 30. & feq.
each fide of the city was to be four thoufand and
Jive bundred meafures 5 and the gates of the city were
20 be after the names of the tribes of Ifrael; three gates
northward, one gate of Reuben, one gate of Fudab, one
gate of Levi three gates eaftward, of Fofeph, Ben-
Jamin, and Dan ; three at the fouth fide, of Stmeon,
Tachar, and Zebulsn y and three at the wef fi de,
one of Gad, one of Afhcr, and one of Naphtali :
swas round about eightecn thoufand meafures : And tbe
wame of the city from that a’ay Jhall be—Twz Lorp
IS THERE. ‘
' Now, neither the dimenfions and form of the
city, nQr the names and number of the gates, re-
built after the Babyloni/k captivity, do at all agree
with this defcription of Ezekiel. From all which,
I think it dcmom’crable, ‘that the temple prophe-
cied of by Ezekicl, could.not be the temple built
by Zerubbabel, and afterward rebuilt by Herod.
But
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¢ But, (fays our Author) are we to fuppofe
then that a plan was given for a third temple
to be built at the end of the world, and no no-
tice taken of that which was to be built in a.
bout forty years ?- Are not the times particularly
conne&ted with the captivity by the Prophets,
and the people called upon Now to put away
their idolatry. ? Ezek. xi. 1. xliii. 7—12. To
which I anfwer, that the return of the fews, and
the rebuilding of Ferufalem, and of the fecond
temple, was taken notice of by the Prophets,
and foretold, though a particular plan for the
building of it was not given; and the reafon
might be, that as this temple was greatly to fall
thort of that built by Solemon, fo that thofe who
had feen the former fhould weep aloud at the
fight of this, and was likewife to be totally de-
ftroyed again in a few centuries, it might not
upon thefe accounts be thought fo worthy of a di-
vine pattern or diretion, as that of Solomon’s, or
the future ene of Ezekie/; and more efpecially
as it was not to be honoured by the Shecinab or
Dwme Prefence.

As to the times being particularly conneéted
with the captlvxty by the Prophet, &Jc. the firft
text, Ezek, xi. 1. fpeaks plainly of the temple of
Solomon then ftanding at the time of the vifion,
?’aazamab and Pelatich there mentioned being
then in Férufalem, about fix years before the de-
ftruction of it by Nebuchadnezzar ; fo that 'this
prophccy has no relation to the fecond temple. -
The other text, Ezek, xliil. 7=—12. is indeed con-

nected
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nefted with the captivity 3 but it is plainly the
laft captivity that is here fpoken of, and the final
reftoration of the temple that is to follow it, as
appears from the very words of the Prophet.
And be faid unto me, Son of Man, the place of my
throne, and the place of the foles of my feet, where I
will dwell in the midft of tke children of Ifrael for
ever, and my boly name fhall the boufe of Ifrael no
more defile, &c. which paflage relates to the re-
turn of the Shecinab, when the angel of the Lord,
who (as our Author juftly obferved, p. 38. did
frequently appear amongft them in former times)
fhall again take up his refidence in their city; upon
which account the city fhall be called (Febovab
Shammab) The Lord is there. 'The now in the ninth
verfe refers to the time here fpoken of, when the
Lord fhould dwell amongft them ; then it is that
they are to put away their whoredoms, &Je.

But to proceed to our Author’s next queftions.
¢ Arc we to expet priefts of the offspring of
¢ Zadock ? Ezek. xlviii. 19. Are burnt-offerings,
¢ and peace offerings, with all other Mofaic rites
¢ and ceremonies, to be reftored ? And.if facrifices
¢ are to be revived, what ufe or purpofe, civil,
¢ moral, or religious, are they in that age to
¢ ferve ?’ £9¢c. To the fir# of thefe objections I
reply, that to expeét priefts of the offspring of
Zadack implies no fuch improbability as our Au-
thor feems to fuppofe ; for it is highly probable
that fome of the offspring of Zadock remain to
this day ; and that it is now impofiible to diftin-
guith who thefe are, is very far from being fo

clcar
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clear a point as fome may imagine. Many of the
Fews who live amongft us, are indeed unable to
make out their pedigree, or tell what tribe they
belong to ; but it cannot from hence be concluded
that there are #0 Fcws in any part of the world,
that have preferved authentic records, or uninter-
rupted traditions of their family or tribe: that
the diftinction of tribes is entirely loft is therefore
very far from being certain : but if we were even
to allow this, it would not follow that the offspring
of Zadock fhall not be difcovered by the Divine
Power, which will certainly interpofe at the reftos
ration we ate now fpeakingof, As to the fecond
part of the queftion, I own itis attended with
fome difficulties, Sacrifices and offerings are in-
‘deed mentioned by Ezekiel to be offered by the
Jfracelites upon the rebuilding the temple he has
defcribed 3 and not only He, but many of the
other Prophets, {peak of offerings to be made by
the people of Jfrael upon their final reftoration,
and, alfo of offerings to be brought up to Feru/fa-
fem by the neighbouring nations, This is the li-
teral fenfe of the prophecies, But whether we
are to take them in this literal fenfe, or to con-
fider them as figurative expreffions, I fhall not
take upon me to determine. The Mofaic laws
and ordinances are, in feveral places, faid to be
ordinances for ever. Even our Lord himfelf fays,
Matt. v. 19. Think not that I am come to defiray
the Law or the Prophets: Iam not come to defirgy,
but to fulfil. For wverily I fay unto you, 4ill beaven
and earth pafs, one jot or ome tittle foall in no wife
' pafs
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pafs from the law. Accordingly it does not any”
where in fcripture appear, that the Mofaic law
was ever abolithed. Our Lord himfelf conformed
to it, and fo did his Apoftles ; nay even St. Pau/,
from whom the arguments of thofe who contend
for its abolilhment are generally brought, did fo,
and took and circumcifed Timothy, tho® his father
was a Greek. The decree alfo of the council of the
Apottles, 4fs xv. which met on purpofe to confider
this matter, after much difputing determined that
the gentile converts enly fhould not be obliged to
keep the law of Mofes, but did not abfolve any
of the Fews from their obligation to obferve it.
It has been indeed replied fo this, that the laws
of Moufes were to be in force till the deftru&ion
of Ferufalem, and no longer But they who af-
fert this, bring no proof of it from fcripture ;
the paffages in St. Paul’s epiftles generally brought
for this purpofe, being defigned. to convince the
gentile converts, and alfo the Fews, that falvation
was not to be obtained by the works of the Mp-
Jaic law alone, but by faith in, and obedience to
Chrift. If it be argued that the deftruction of
Fernfalem did of courfe put an end to the obfer-
vance of the Mofaic law, I anfwer, that this is °
not true in fa&, for the Fews to this day -obferve
the greateft part thereof. Their temple fervice,
facrifices, &¢. did indeed ceafe ; but if the want
of a temple only is the reafon of this ceffation,
no reafon can be given why the reftoration of it
fhould not revive the fame fervices. The moft

common objection therefore.to a renewal of thefe
fervices,
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fervices, is the infignificancy or inutility of them s
and this is the fubjet of our Author’s next quef-
tion: ¢ What ufe or purpofe, civil, moral, or
¢ religious, are facrifices in that age to ferve ’
To which it is a fufficient anfwer, that fuppofing
we are not now able to affign the true ufes and
purpofes which thiéy may then anfwer, this is no
argument againft the revival of an inftitution, ~
which the people to whom it was given have ne-
ver yet been abfolved from their obligation to
obferve, , .

All this may be alledged in favour of the literal
fenfe ; but fuppofing that the paflages in Ezekicl’s
vilion concerning the facrifices, offerings, and
other rites and ceremonies there mentioned, are
~ to be confidered as figurative expreffions, it will
not thence follow, that the temple and city .of
Ferufalem will never be reftored, fince thefe figu-
rative expreffions may be ufed to fignify. the
Chriftian worfhip, made ufe of by the converted
Fews in their rebuilt temple.. . The Eucharift, or
Lord’s Supper, was confidered by many of the
~ primitive Fathers as an oblation or offering; but
whether this be the offering which is figuratively
-defcribed by Ezekiel, 1 fhall not take upon me to
determine. Ifhall only obferve, that, upon this
fuppofition, our Author’s arguments will have no
weight at all againft the reftoration of the city
and temple of Ferufalen, fince they are all found-
ed upon the fuppofed inutility and abfurdity of
the revival of facrifices, and all other Mojfzic rites
and ceremonies.  There are fome indeed who are

" of
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of opinion, that the teftoration of the Fews fhall
be prior to their converfion ; and if fo, facrifices
may be again revived, tho’ they fhall afterwards
ceafe upon the new covenant being made with
the houfe of Ifrael and Fudab, which it were ealy
to thow from the prophecies, is not to take place
till after their reftoration.. But whichever of
~ thefe opinions be the true one, to prove that the
Fews will never be reftored to F:rufalem, it is not
fufficient to produce objetions from our not bes
ing able to affign the ufes or purpofes of fuch a
reftoration, fuppofing this to be the cafe; but
it is neceflary to thew that. every one of the nus
" merous prophecies which foretell it, can and
ought to be otherwife interpreted.

~ Another point which I apprehend our ingenious
Author to have miftaken is this ¢ That tbe great
day of the Lord always means the deftruétion of
Ferufalem. - ¢ The deftrultion of Yerufalem (fays
¢ he) i expreffed by the great day of the Lord
¢ the firft deftracion by the Chaldeans under Nes
¢ buchadnezzar, the laft by the Romans under Vefs
¢ pafian®: and, in a-note in the fame page, he
¢ adds, the day of the Lord is 2 day of facrifice
¢ and vengeance upon his enemies, &'c.——but
¢ the great day of the Lord always means the de<
¢ ftrultion of ‘Jerufaiem. Amos, Feremiab; Foel,
¢ Zephaniab, Malacki, all ufe this language when
¢ they fpeak of the deftrution of Ferufalem. In
¢ oel the trumpet founds an alarme—=sthe day

* . .
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¢ of the Lord cometh ; the day of the Lord
¢ is very great, and who can abide it ?* Foel ii.
¢ 1—I1.

The day of the Lord cannot here fignify the:
deftruction of Ferufalem by the Chaldeans, or the
Romans, becaufe the defcription of the northern
army which fhall come againft it, by no means
agrees with either of thofe people, as I have
fhownin Art.IV. of the preceding work. The in-
vafion of the Turks and Saracens anfwers indeed to
this prophetic defcription, as I have made appear
in the aforementioned place; but tho’ the Tarks
be moft probably the people fpoken of in this
chapter, yet by the great day of the Lord is not
meant any deftruction which they, or' any other
people, fhall bring wpon the  Fews or Ifraclites,
but, as our Author rightly obferves, a4 day of fa-
erifice and wvengeance againft bis (the Lord’s) eme«
mies. It was to fucceed the prayers and fupplica-
tions of his people, and is defcribed, ver. 18.
Then will the Lord be jealous for bis land, and pity
bis people.  Bebold, I will fend corn and oily and ye
JShall be fatisfied therewith 5 and I will -no more make
you a reproach among the Heatben 5 but I will remove
far off from you the nortbern army, 8&c. This is
the great day of the Lord, when he fhall take
vengeance upon the northern army, bis, and bis
prople’s enemies, the Gog of Ezekiel, who, in the
latter days, fhall come into the land which is brought
back from tbe fword. Our Author indeed under-
ftands by the northern army that of the Chal-
deans, as appears from p. 48 ¢ In Foel (fays he) .
. ‘ : ¢ the

~



L N

""Oaaaaa-uaaanaeaa.n.

[ 144 ]
the trumpet founds again, a new proclamation
is made, the people return, they are gathered
together, thecongregation is fanctified, the nor-
thern army is removed far off, the ears that the
locuft hath eaten, the canker worm, and other
inftruments of deftru&ion in the hand’ of Pro-
vidence, are to be reftored, they were to eat
in plenty, and be fatisfied: and after this, it

fhall come to pafs, that I will pour out my fpi-

rit (which happened upon the day of Pentecoft)
upon all flefh, and your fons and your daugh-
ters fhall prophecy : And alfo upon the fer-
vants and upon the handmaids, in- thofe days
will I pour out my {pirit: This was to pre-
cede the other great day of the Lord, the final
deftruion of Yerufalem 5 when, as it immedi-
ately follows, I will fhew wonders in the hea-
ven, ‘and in the earth, blood and fire, and pil-
lars of fmoak ; the fun fhall be turned into

darknefs, and the moon into blooed :=——the

natural effeéts of a fiege fo dreadful as that of
Ferufalem, when the light of the fun and moon
was obfcured by the fire and fmoak, -and ruins,
in that great and terrible day of the Lord.

I have (I think) gived fufficient reafon above *,

why by the northern army cannot be here meant’
the army of the Chaldeans ; 1(hall only add here,
that the Cbaldeans, or people of Babylon, were an
eafiern, and not a northern people, with refpect

* Article 1V. P- 7- )
' to
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to Ferufalem. ‘The locuf}, the canker-worm, the ca-
terpillar, and the palmer-worm, mentxoned h:re,
and in the 4th verfe of chap. i. are, by fome
commentators, thought to fignify the four mo-
narchies which fucceflively, opprefled the Fewi/k
nation ; and if fo, the deliverance here promifed,
.muft be pofterior to their oppreflion by the laft
of thefe monarchies: but I am more inclined to
think, that by the Jocufls are here meant the Sa-
racens or Turks, who are reprefented by that fimi-
litude in the Revelations to St. Yobn, chap. ix.
according to the opinion of the beft interpreters.
As to the pouring out of 'the Spirit here fpoken
of, it is to be after that they Jfhall know that the
Lord was in the midft of Ifrael, and that be was
their Lord and God, and none elfe ; and after which,
bis people fhall never be afhamed, ver. 27. A por-’
tion of the Spirit was indeed poured out upon
the day of Pentecoft, but it cannot be with pro-
priety faid, to be upon all flefh, as is "here pro-
phecied ; fo that it is reafonable to expect a.more
plentiful effufion of it hereafter, at the time hére
fpoken of. The wonders in heaven and earth,
ver. 30, &c. therefore are not figns of any de-
fruttion of Ferufalem, as our Author fuppofes,

but of a deliverance in Mosunt Zion and in Feru-. -

Jalem, asappears from ver. 32, and the two fol-
lowing verfes, which declare that it fhall be in
thofe days, and in itbat time, when the Lord fhall
bring again tbe captivily of Fudab and Jerufalem,

L and
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and when be will gatber all nations, and will bring
them down into the wvalley of Febofaphat, awd will
plead with them there for bis people, and for bis be-
#itage Ifrael, whom they bave feattered, and paried
bis land.

This great day of the Lord is therefore mot a day
of deftruction to his people Ifrael, but a day of
vengeance upon their enemies, to be executed
vpon them hereafter, when the Lord fhall bring. a-
gain the captivity of Fudab and Ferufalem. '

The great day of the Lord, mentioned by Zepb. 1.

. 14. that was near and hafted greatly, feems in-
deed to be the deftruttion of Ferufalem by the.
Cbaldeans, which happened about 150 years after
this prophecy ; for I do not ‘affert, that the day
of the Lord never fignifies the deftruction of Fe-
rufalem, but that it often pomts at that great day
when the Lord fhall reftore his pcop)e Irael, and.
take vengeance upon their enemies and op-
preflors.

The Prophet Amos; as our Author obﬁ'rvcs :
fpeaks of a day which was to be darknefs, &5‘6.
and fays, the virgin of Ifrael is fallen s fhe fhiall no
more rife, fhe is for[aken upon ber land, there is none
to raife ber up : Amos v. 2. which is a prophecy
of the captivity of the ten tribes, It is indeed
here faid, that the virgin of Ifraeel fhall no more
rife, but this muft not be fo underftood as to
contradict the very remarkable words with which
this Prophet concludes his prophecy : And I will

bring
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bring again the captivity of my pecple Ifrael, and they

Jhall build the wafte citses

and I will plant them

upon their land, and they flall No MORE be pulled
up out of their land wlkich 1 bave given them, [aith
the Lord thy God.

" ~ L] L -~ [ [ L ~ -~ LY [ ~ (]
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¢ In Malachi, the laft of the Prophets (fays
our Authorj is a moft evident and clear pre- -
di¢tion of the coming of a meflenger to pre-
pare the way of the Lord who was fuddenly-
to come to his people Behold he fhall come,
faith the Lord of Hofts.——After this, the
day that was fatal to Ferufalem cometh ; the:
day that fhall'burn like 'an oven, when all the
proud, and all that do wickedly, fhall be as
ftubble ; and the day that cometh fkall burn them

up, faith the Lord of Hofts, that it fhall leave

them neither root nor branch.<———Behold I will
fend you Elijab the Prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.—r
Hence it follows, that by tke great and dreadful
day of the Lord, is to be underftood the deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem; and that before the laft de-
ftru&tion of that ancient and glotious city, in
which God, on account of his people and his
temple, was faid to dwell, the Mefliah or Chrift,
and his herald Fobn, in the charaéer of Elijab,

¢ were to appeat.’

" As to the coming of a meffenger, Malzchi iii. 1.

our Saviour himfelf, as I above obferved +, has

+ Article LIl4 p. 8s.
L2 applied
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applied this paflage to Fobn the Baptift, and af-
firmed that he was the Elias which was to come ;
but as he, at the fame time, alfo affirms that Elias
fhall sruly firlt come, I am of opinion, that the
preparing of the way of the Lord, mentioned by
Malacki, was not that then executed by Fobn at
his coming, but relates to the time of a future -
Elias, or rather to a future coming of the fame .
Elias, as Mr. Mede thinks, which is to precede .
the fecond coming of our Lord ; becaufe it is
added, Malachi ii. 4. Then fhall the offering of Fu- -
dab and Ferufalem be pleafant unto the Lord, as in .
the days of eld, and as in former years; and, ver. 11.
I will rebuke the devourer for your [akes, and be fhall .
not deftroy the fruits of your ground.——And all-na- .
tions fhall call you bleffed ; for ye fball be a delightfome

land, [aith the Lord of Hoffs. All which was fo .
far from happening after the firft coming of this
Mefienger, that the dire&t contrary events then
took place. The day therefore that fhall burn like
an oven, &c. tho’ it fhall really follow. the coming
of the Meflenger, was rot the deftruction of e-
rufalem 5 which, tho’ it burnt up a great number
of the Fews who did wickedly, yet has not left
that nation without root or branch, as is evident
to the whole world ; but the day here fpoken of,
is a day when the Ifraelites fhall tread down the
wicked, and they fhall be afhes under the foles of their
feet, at their return, fpoken of in the very verfe
preceding the mention of that day. Tken fhall

Je
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ye return and difcern between ‘the righteous and
the wicked, between bim that f[erveth God, and
bim that ferveth bim not. For bebold the day
cometh that fhall burn like an oven, &c. Mal.
iii. 18.—1iv. 3. Before the coming of this great
and . dreadful day of the Lcrd, when his people
fhall return, and their enemies be deftroyed; it
is, that he will fend Elijab the Prophet, and be
Jhall turn the beart of the fatbers to the children,
and the beart of the children to the fathers, leaft the
Lord come and [mite the earth with a curfe. Mal.v. 6.
which things, by way of preparing the way of
the Lord, feem not to have been dene at the firft
coming of Fobn the Baptift. _
There is one prophecy quoted by our Author,

which, at firft fight, may indeed be thought to
favour his opinion, Ir'is foretold by Balaam,
Numb. xxiv. 24. that fhips from the coaft of Chit-
tim fhall affiict Afhur (the Aflyrian) and Eber, fo that
HE alfo fhould perifh for ever. If by HE we are
here to underftand Eder, how contrary is this to
Fer. xxxi. 36. where the Lord fays, If thefe ordi-
nances (the fun and moon, &c.) fhall depart from
before me then the [feed of Ifrael alfo fhall ceafe
Jrom being a nation before me for ever ! The word
HE can relate but to one of the two nations men-
tioned : Afhur has perifhed, after being afflicted by
the thips of Cistim, and has ceafed from being a
nation, but Eber has not; unlefs the being kept
a diftin&t and feparate people, ready to return to

L3 their
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their own land, and in expectation of it, can with
any propriety be called perithing for ever; and
therefore the word Eber, being the laft antece-
dent, is not fufficient reafon to explain the text,
not only in diret contradition to other Prophe-
cies, but alfo to the events themfelves. The au-
thors of the Univerfal Hifiory, vol. I. p. 266,
fpeaking of this text, have the following note,
which perhaps may fet this paffage in a yet clearer
light. ¢ The common opinion is, that by Eber,
¢ in this place, is to be underftood the Hebrews or
¢ Fews; but alearned author has offered reafons
¢ which feem to prove the contrary. He ob-
¢ ferves, that < to take it in that fenfe, is repug-
¢ nant to the defign of the paffage, and makes
¢ Balaam blefs and curfe the children of Ifrael
* in the fame breath, by prophecying of their
¢¢ deftru®tion; (vide Hyde de rel. vet. Perf.) and
¢¢ therefore he will have it, Heder has not refpect
* to perfons, but to place, and fignifies beyond
¢ tbe river ; in which fenfe that word is often
* ufed in fcripture. Upon this occafion the
¢ fame author propofes to amend our tranflation
$ of the above text, by reading it thus : “ And
$< they fhall go forth from the coaft of Chittim, and
s¢ fhall afflit Afhur, and [(ball offlis3 the other fide of
$¢ the river ; that is, the countries beyond the
$¢ Eupbrates+.” There feems to be no need

4+ The word Eber, exclufive of the puntuation or mafa-
getical reading, fignifies eitlier £icr a proper name, or e

Jyond OF over-againft. '
¢ of
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¢ of fuppofing the laft and to be taken conjunc:
tively, or the words following it to be repeti-
tion, or explanatory of the firft, as that writer
thinks for Afhur, ftrictly fpeaking, lay beyond
the Tigris: neither in Balaam’s time had the
Affyrian empire extended itfelf weftward fo far
as the Eupbrates : and when that Prophecy was
to be fulfilled, Abur was reduced to its primi-
tive bounds, and in fubje&ion to Elam, or the
Perfians, as were alfo the Babylonians, and the
inhabitants of Aram or Mefopotamia, whom we
think to be underftood by Ebder, or the other
fide of the river; that is, Eupbrates.’
But to return, our Author, p. 56, fays, ¢ The
¢ fourth beaft in Danicl, once the greateft empire
¢ in the world, remains to be deftroyed, and
_¢ given to the burning flames, after which the
¢ kingdom is to be pofleffed by the faints of the
[4
<

PP S S A N . N

Moft High ; not by the Fews, who in this book
are called Daniel’s people, and not the faints of
¢ God.> I muft here obferve, that if the Fews
are not in this book called the Sainss of God, yet
they are called the Holy Pegple ; between which
two titles there is in the original no difference of
fignification ; for it is faid in chap. viii. 24, 4nd
He (the king of fierce countenance) fhall defiroy
 wonderfully, and fhall profper, and pradtife, and fLall
" deftroy the mighty and the HOLY PEOPLE.
Now whether by this king of fierce counte-
nance be ‘meant Antiockus Epiphames, as fome
. L4 . think
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think, or the Roman empire according to others;
yet the boly people muft here fignify the Fess, who
were greatly deftroyed by-both thefe. Again,
in chap. xii. 7. it is faid, #When He fhail bave ac-
complifhed to [catter the power of the HOLY PEOPLE,
all thefe things fhall be finifhed ; i. e. when the time
of the fcattering or difperfion of the Fews fhall
be ended, all the predictions mentioned before
fhall be fulfilled. But fuppofing Dansel had not
in any other p]ace applied the title of Saints of
the Moft High, it follows not, that he has not
here applied it to them, fince it was a title very
frequently applied to them by the other Pro-
phets.

As to our Saviour declaring, that tbqy (the
Jews) fball fee bim no more till they fhall [zy, Bleffed
is be that cometh in the name of the Lord, which
our Author feems to think an argument againft
the reftoration of their temple, p. 59, I cannot
fee where the force of it lies; the meaning of
this paffage being, that they fhould not fee him
again till his fecond coming, to refettle them
in their own land, and deftroy their enemies,
‘when they fhall make ufe of that form of
blefling,. ' -

What our Author fays, p. 62, of the light of
the fun and moon’s bemg obfcured, €. being
circumftances not defcriptive of the laft day of
judgment, but of the deftruction of Ferufalem,
snd of Joels figus of that day, has been already

. anfwered,

-
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anfwered, in my remarks upon the Prophecy of
~ Foel; and as to the clofe of our Saviour’s
predictions, Matt. xxiv. 34. 1 refer the reader
to Article LV. of the preceding work, where
the true meamng of that texc is laid before
“him,

Page €6, our Author, in a note, prefents us
with a quotation from Bithop Warburton’s Divine
Legation, dedicated to the Fews, page 19, vol. i iil.
edit. 4. which, upon account of the fingular re-
putation of its learned Author, I cannot pafs by
unnoticed.

¢ The Fews, from the ancient Prophecies, vain-
¢ ly flatter themfelves with expeétations of a re-
covery of their civil policy, a revival of the
temple fervice, and a repoffeflion of the land of
Fudea. ——But the genius ef Chriftianity,” and
the tenor of the Prophecies, as interpreted by
Chrift and his Apottles, declare fuch a reftora-
tion to the land of Fudea, and a revival of the
temple fervice, to, be manifeftly abfurd, and
altogether inconfiftent with ‘the nature of the
whole of God’s religious difpenfation; for by
this it appears, that thc Mbfaic law or religion,
(as diftinguithed from its foundation, natural re-
ligion, on which it was ereted) was only pre-
paratory, and typical of the gofpel ; confequently,
on the eftablithment of Chriftianity, the poli-
tical part of your inftitution became abolithed,
and the ritual part, entirely ceafed; juft as a

+ {fcaffold

‘N " "~ L J »n

L) «~ L) "~ -« LY L. ® a N L



154 ]

< fcaffold is taken down when the building is =
reéted, or a fhadow is caft behind when the
fubftance is brought forward into day. Nor
were you, after this promifed converfion, to ex-
pect any other civil policy, or religious ritual,
peculiar to yourfelves, or feparate from thofe
in ufe amongft men, who profefs the name of
Chrift; becaufe the gofpel, of which you are
now fuppofed to -be profeflors, difclaims all
.concern with political or civil matters; and
becaufe aLv its profeflors compofe but onz
religious body, undcr one head which is
b Chnﬁ"
. This author’s argument (if I rightly apprehend
it) is this; that becaufe the gofpel difclaims all
concern with political matters (excepting perhaps
by way.of alliance), and becaufe aLL its profef-
fors compofe but oNE religious body, under one
head, which is Chrift; therefore the Fews are not
to expect any other civil -policy, . peculiar to
themdelves, or feparate from thofe in ufe among
men, who prafefs the name of Chrift. But how
does it follow, that becaufe the gofpel difclaims
all concern with political or civil matters, that
therefore the Jews are nat to expeét a recovery
“of any civil policy peculiar to themfelves, or fe.
parate from thofe in ufe amongft others ? or that,
becaufe all the profeffors of the gofpel compofe
_but one religious body, that therefore the Fewws, .
now fuppofcd to be profeffors of it, cannot, by 2

reﬁoranon
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xeftoration to the land of Fudea, become .a {epa:
‘rate cwvil body or nation ? Qr how does it follow,
‘that becaufe the Mofaical law or rchg;on, &c. was
‘only preparatery and sypical of the gofpel, (if
this be allowed), that therefore the genius of
Chriftianity, and the tenor of ;the Prophec;es, {s’c.
declare, that the Fews® recovery of their cnpl
',policy, and their repofleflion of the land of Fudea,
is manifeftly abfurd, .and altogether inconfiftent
with the natyre -of the whale of God’s religious
difpenfation ? For what if we were to allow:that
the Mofaic law was only preparatory and typical of
the gofpel, (which cannot perhaps be proved, as
many other defigns of Providence may have
been intended to be anfwered by it) will this
prove a reftoration of the Fews to the land .of
- Judea, and their recovery of a civil policy, to be
manifeftly abfurd, and altogether inconfiftent with
the whole of God’s religious difpenfation? The
tenor of the Prophecies, even as interpreted by
Chrift and his Apottles, declares fuch a reftoration
to be certain; of which I have (I think) prqduced
.abundant proofs- in the foregoing work. Gop’s
word and promife -are -engaged to render the K-
raclites a praife in the earth, to take away their re-
proach among the nations, and to refiore them to their
own land, never to be plucked up aut of it ANY MORS,
but to inhabit it for ever, or to the end of the
world.  Without the accomplithment of thefe
Prophecies, how fhall we be able to account for
thofe
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“thofe repeated promifes of bleffings and happinefs
fuperior to all other nations, which we fo fre-
quently meet with in the Prophecies ? If it be re-

_plied, that the Meffiah’s-being born of the feed of
Abrabam, and of the feed of Ifrael, fulfilled all

" thefe ‘predictions, I anfwer, that tho’ this muft
be allowed to be the higheft honour to the Fewi/%
*nation, yet it has been fo far from promoting the

‘ happinefs of that people in particular, that, on
the contrary, they, of all people, have hitherto

“had the leaft thare, in either the temporal or fpi-
ritual bleflings or benefits that have hitherto ac-
crued to the world from that event : nay, fo far
from receiving any benefit, that they have expe-
rienced little jelfe but calamities fince that pe-
riod. Can the great profperity in THE LAT-

"TER TIMES, {0 often promifed to the children of
Ifrael, be fulfilled by the birth of a Mefiah a-
mong them, if they are ever after to continue in
a ftate of difperfion and adverfity ? No. Letus
therefore conclude, agreeable to the fcripture,
that this people, tho’, (as St. Paul fays, Rom. xi.) -
they are, as concerning the gofpel, enemies for our
Jakes, yet, as concerning the eletion, beloved for the
fatbers' fakes, will, in' due time, find the effelts
of that love, not only by partakimg of the com-
mon benefits of Chriftianity, but alfo of thofe
great and national bleflings, which were firft
promifed to their fathers Abrabim, Ifaac, and
Jacob, and the promife afterwards repeated and

‘ copfirmed
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confirmed to them by the reft of the Pro-
phets.

The enemies of our holy religion, and (what
1 am forry to add) many of its friends too, look
upon this particular regard to the children of
Abrabam, as a partiality not to be afcribed to
Gop ; but thefe perfons feem not to have duly
confidered the cafe: God’s providence and juf-

“tice are in nothing more confpi‘cuous, than in =

the fates of kingdoms and empires : He it is, that”
fetteth up one, and deprcﬁ'etff
politician, the fkilful general, or the brave fol-
dier, being nothing more than inftruments in his
hand ; tho’ they perhaps may confider themfelves
as the fole caufe of fuch revolutions as happen in
the world. The feveral monarchies of the world
have had their rife and fall by divine direétion,
and it has pleafed Providence to punifh one by
- the means of another, whenever its ‘meafure of
.iniquity was filled up. Thus too it was God’s
pleafure to treat his chofen people, when their
fins had rendered them fit obje&ts of his judg-
ments. That the Jews were abfolutely more pro-
fligate and wicked, than ‘all thofe nations whom '
it has pleafed God wholly to deftroy, cannot (I
think) be afferted, without impeaching the di-
vine juftice, and alfo contradiing many parts of
well attefted hiftory. That their wickednefs, at
the time of the deftruétion of their city, was very
- great, muft be allowed; but then, have they not
‘ fuffered

another; the wife .
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fuffered a more grievous punifhent than any other °
people who have not undergone a total excifion, -
whether we regard the great feverity, or the long
continuance of it ? If God therefore, after the
fevere vengeance which he has poured out upon
them, fhall, upon their repentance, not only re- -
ftore them again to their own land, but alfo -
to a much higher degree of national profperity -
and power, than any they ever yet enjoyed,
- where will be the partiality of fuch prodeeding ?
. They may then be'as fit obje&s of* divine favour
upon account of their righteoufnefs, as they have
been of judgment . becaufe of their iniquities.
And indeed this is what the fame Propheci¢s alfo
foretel. All this will not in the leaft impeach the
juftice of Gop, or be any argument of partiality
in‘him. May we not then reply to thefe objec-
tois in the words of Ezekiel : Ye fay the way of
the Lord is nct equal. Hear now is mot the
Lord’s way equal 2 Are not your ways unequal ?
Ezek. xviii. 25. : '
I:fhall' take notice of but one paffage more,
which is a note of Dr. Sbarpe’s, beginning page 68.
the principal part of which I fhall here tranfcribe.
¢ Hence it is evident, that no entire tribes"
¢ were loft in the captivity ; the numbers of thofe
¢ who came back were regiftered in the book of
¢ Efrab and Nebemiab. All Ifrael returned,
¢ and twelve goats were offered for a fin-offering -
¢ for all Ifrael, according to the number of the
< tribes of [frael.~Throughout the {criptures, Old
¢ and
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¢ and New, the exprefionis, ALL ISRAEL,
¢ or the houfe of Ifrael and judab. When our
¢ Lord came, he ordered his difciples to ¢ go
¢ firft to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael.”
¢ Matt. x. 6. xv. 24. St. Pau] declares in the {y-
¢ nagogue at Antioch, * that Fobn had firft preach-
¢ ed the baptifm of repentance to all the people
< of Ifrael” 'Afs xiii. 24: And again, in the'
¢ prefence of Agrippa, fpeaking of the hope of
¢ the promife, he fays, ¢ unto which promife our
« twelve tribes, inftantly ferving God day and
< night, hope to come.” ch. xxvi. 7. St. Pe«
¢ ter fays, * God fent the word unto the children
« of Ifrael, preaching peace by Jefus Chnft.”
¢ Afis x. 36. St. Paul declares, that all Ifrael
¢ fhall- be faved——¢ when the Deliverer-fhall
¢ come out of Sion, and fhall turn away ungod-
¢ linefs from Facob ; for this is my covenant un-
¢ to them, when I fhall rake away their fins.
¢ Rom. xi. 26. 1 will make a new covenant
- ¢ with the houfe of I/7ael, and the houfe of Fu-’
€ dab.” Ffer. xxxi. 31. Heb, iii. 8. This lan-
¢ guage could never have been ufed of all Ifrael
¢ in both fcriptures, if the ten tribes, . if ol I/~
‘rael had been loft in their captivity, having
been carried away into Afyria, to return ho
more till fome future coming of the Meffiah.
If thefe tribes are yet loft, the gofpel is
not yet preached unto them, the new covenant
not made with them, and therefore the Meffiah

5 . Sor
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or Chrift is not yet come! A confequence
deftructive of Chriftianity, but which cannot be -
inferred from any paffage in the whole canon-
of fcripture: the contrary may be proved from
every place in which mention is made of Ifrael;
the houfe of Ifrael, and all Ifrael, after they
were ¢ gathered out of the lands from the
¢ eaft, and from the weft, from the north, and
¢ from the fouth.” Pf. cvii. 2, 3. The perpe-
¢ tual lofs of the ten tribes, never yet return--
¢ ing, but remaining in fome part of the earth,
¢ ftill preferving the diftintion of their -tribes,
< and obferving their rites and ceremonies, is a
¢ fiction, and a mere pretence of the Fews, fup- A
ported only by apocryphal writings, and a moft
¢ extravagant affertion of Fofepbus, who afferts,
¢ that numeration is incapable of exprefling the
¢ infinite myriads of the ten tribes that were in
¢ his time beyond the Euphbrates: an argument
fallacioufly urged to fet afide the evidence of
¢ Chriftianity, by denying any covenant to have
. ¢ been made with the houfe of frael, and theres
¢ fore denying the Meffiah or Chrift to have ap-
¢ peared ; for when he fhall come, a new cove-
¢ nant is to_be made with the houfe of Ifrael ;-
¢ when all Jfrael, all the tribes, the ten tribes of -
¢ Ifrael, the houfe of Ifrael, as well as the houfe
¢ of Fudab, &c. will be faved,’ &&c,—— :
~ To which I anfwer, that altho’ a few might
return along with the two tribes from Babylon, and
5 other
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other places thereabouts, fo that no entite tribes
perhaps might be loft in the captivity (as our
Author obferves), yet it is very certain that ALL
ISRAEL were very far from returning. The
words AL.LL ISR AEL therefore, when they oc-
cur in many places of the New Teftament, muft,
of neceffity, be taken in a limitéd fenfe, and fig-
nify thofe only that then remained of them in
the land of Fudea; tho’ in fome of the texts
quoted by our Author, they may well mean the
whole of them:! As when twelve goats were of-
fered for a fin-offering for all Ifracl, this furely
might be done for thofe who were abfent, as
~ well as for thofe prefent; or the law of Mofes
having ordained that twelve goats fhiould be of-

fered for a fin-offering for wll Ifrael, they might

rot think themfelves at liberty to omit any of that

number, tho’ not one of the ten tribes had re.

turned or been prefent. Asto our Lord’s order-

ing his difciples to go to the loft fheep of the

“houfe of Ifrael, the houfe of Ifrael is not here op-
pofed to the houfe of Fudab ; but the Fews, who

were loft theep of the houfe of Ifrael as much as

- any other tribes, are here mentioned in oppofition
to the Gentiles by our Lord, as appears from the

preceding verfe ¢ Go not into the way of the Gen-

tiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not,

but go ratber to-the loft fheep of the bot{/'e of Ifrael,

Matt X. 5, 6. So alfo, Matt., xxvi. 24. it was

to a woman of Canaan that our, Lord faid, I am

M oot
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not fent but to the lof fheep of the boufe of Ifrael.
And by Febn's preaching the baptifm of repen-.
tance to all the people of Ifrael, can only be meant
that he preached to the Fews, and thofe few of
the fen tribes that might be ftill remaining among
them, they being all the people of Ifrael thag.
were to be found within the compafs of Fobn’s
preaching ; but when St. Paul, in the prefence
of Agrippa, fpeaking of the hope of the promife,
fays,  unto which promife our twelve tribes
“ hope to come,” he here {pcaks of the tribes in
general.  What the promife was, which they
hoped to come to, we are told in the verfe before,,
viz. the promife mede ¢f God unto the Fathers; not
. that of fending the M ffieh into the world, for
this was already paft, and therefore not then a
fubjet of hope, but that of a refurreftion, and
enjoying the promifed land ; for the conne&ion be-.
tween which, fee the learned and fagacious Mr.
Mede’s oblervations on Mazt, xxii. 31. Art. L. of.
the preceding work, p. 4.1n the note : For the bopes.
of which promife, St. Paul adds, that he then flo.d.
and was judged. When the fame Apoftle aifo de-
clares, that aLL Jfrael fhall be faved, he undoubt-
edly means the whole nation, confifting of all the:
tribes. But this faving of Ifrael is yet future, as-
appears from the preceding words; dlindnefs i
part bas bappened to Ifrael, until the fulnefs of the
Geniles be come iny and fo- all Ifrael fhal} be faved.
It appears alfo to be future, from the words.that

immediately
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immediately follow, as it is written, thers fholl come
out of Sion the deliverer, and fhall turn away unged-
linefs from Facob. For this is my covenant unto
them, when I fhell take away their fins. Now this
coming of the deliverer out of Sic#, cannot mean
our Lord’s firf coming ; for ungodlinefs was fo
far from being taken away from Faceb in thofe
days, that they had then mcre of it perhaps than
at any other ume whatfoever, but of his fecond
coming, when he fhall turn away ungodlinefs
from Jaced, by taking away their fins; that is,
by remitting the punithment of them, and re-
deeming them from that captivity they have fo
long fuffered upon account of them.e——The new
covenant with the houfe of Ifrael and the houfe
of Judab, mentioned here, and Fer. xxxi. 31. is
likewife plainly future; for it follows, ver. 34.
of Feremiab, that when this covenant fhall be
made, they fliall all know the Lord, from the
leajt of them unto the greatefp of them y which is
very far from having come to pafs asyet. Add
-to this, what the Lord faith in the two next verfes,
that the feed of Ifrael flicl! not ceafc from being a na-
tion before bim for ever ; and what follows, that rbe
city fhall be built unto the Lord from the tower of
Hananeel unto the gate of the corner and that
it fhall not be plucked up, nor thrown down, any more
for ever. Thefe circumftances, which are to at-
.tend the new covenant here {poken of, prove to.a
demontftration, that this covenant is not yet made

M2 ' with
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with the houfes cf .Jfrae! and Fudab. This lan-
guage therefore might be ufed properly enough,
though the greateft part, or even all the ten tribes,
were carried away to return no more, till fome
future coming of the Meffiah. But, (fays our
Author), ¢ if thefe tribes are yet loft, the gofpel
§ is not yet preached unto them, the new covenant
¢ not made with them, and therefore their Mefliah
¢ or Chrift is not yet come: a circumftance de-
¢ ftruttive of Chn[‘ciamty P ‘ .

That the gofpel is not yet preached to them is
very true, nor the new covenant made with them;
but it.does not follow from hence, that their
Meffiah or Chrift is not yet come. They do not
know him to be come indeed, nor have as yet
rccexved thofe advantages from his coming which
we have, and they themfelves fhall hereafter.
And this is alfo the cafe of many other nations
in the world.  But neither of thefe circumftances
infer any confequences deftruive of Chriftianity.
The truth of our and their Meffiah’s being already
come, does not dcpend upon their, or any other
nation’s knowmrr or not know:ng of it if it
did, the confcqucnces might indeed be deftruc-
tive of Chriftianity ; but, thanks be to Gop, that
event is too well eftablifhed to us, to be rendered

precarious by any people’s ignorance thereof.

' As to'the tribes never yet returning, but re-
maining in fome part of the earth, being a fic-
tion of the 7ew:, fupPortcd only by apocryphal
writings,
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writings, and a moft extravagant affertion of o-
Jephus, 8c. there is no reafon for this opinion,
the apocryphal writings being fupported and coun-
tenanced by other accounts in hiftory, not to
mention the reafons given by fome learned and
judicious writers for the genuinenefs and authen-
ticity of thofe books, for which fee Art. LIIL of -
the preccdmg work ; and the extravagant affer-
-tion of Fofepbus, tho’ he makes ufe of an hyper-
bole, is neverthelefs an argumcnt of there bcmg
great numbers of the ten tribes in thofe parts in
his time. That ¢ a new covenant is to -be made
¢ when Chrif fhall come with the boufe of Ifrael;
¢ when all Ifrael, all the tribes, the ten - tribes of If-
¢ rael, the boufe of Ifrael, as well as the boufe of
¢ Fudab, will be faved, 1 allow, and contend for;
but I am convinced by the fcripture reafons be--
fore mentioned, that this will be at the fecond
coming of Chrift ; and therefore the denying any
new covenant to have been made with all the
houfe of Jfrael at his firft appearance, is by no
means denying the Meffiah to have appeared, nor
is it any ways deftru@ive of Chriftianity.

Thus have I carefully and (I hope) impartially l
confidered thofe parts of the Doctor’s difcourfe,
which oppofe the opinions laid down in the forego-
ing work. Many other paffages of his difcourfe I
allow to be very curious, learned and ingcnious,
and to contain fome excellent arguments in de-

fence



[ 166 1]

fence of Chriftianity. If any thing I have here
advanced fhall be proved to have a contrary ten-
‘dcncy, 1 fhall be very ready to retrad it, and
render my fincere thanks to him who fhall make
me fenfible of it 3 my chief defign in writing
thefe obfervations being to prove the truth of .
the rewelations delivered to us in the Bible, from
the Prophecies relating to the Fews therein con-
.tained, and to endeavour to lead us into a right
undcrftanding of them.

May the Gop of Truth lcad us all into the
knowledge of it, and give us that difpofition of
mind that fhall be ever ready to embrace it, with-
out regard to our own, or other’s prejudices and
opinions.-

Oww Adka.
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