
UNCLASSIFIED 

Introduction to the 
Battlefield Surveillance Brigade 

(BFSB)  

142nd BFSB, AL-ARNG 

Decatur, AL 

MAJ Ethan Allen 

NMIA – July 28, 2011 



UNCLASSIFIED 

BFSB – What’s in an Acronym? 

• B – Battle 

 

• F – Field   

 

• S – Surveillance  

 

• B – Brigade  

 

X 
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Origins of the BFSB 

• DoD Transformation Initiatives 

– Army Modularity 

– NOT an Army of Excellence MI Brigade 

– NOT an Armored Calvary Regiment 

– Army Military Intelligence Rebalancing 

• Afghanistan and Iraq: GWOT 

– Gap: tactical ISR at brigade level and 
operational/strategic above division 

– Evolving Operational Environment 

– Evolving Threat 
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BFSB Operational Principles 

• Primary purpose: ISR to satisfy Division, 
Corps, JTF Priority Intelligence Requirements 

• Lightly armed organization 

• Modular: designed to accept augmentation 

• Dual focus: ISR and collection capability 
reinforcement 

• Will perform the same mission set across the 
spectrum of conflict 
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Organizational Design 
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Wartime Mission: 

 On order, conducts multi-disciplined 
intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance (ISR), 
target acquisition, and analysis operations to 
answer Division, Corps, or JTF headquarters 
priority intelligence requirements and focus 
combat power to achieve desired effects. 

 

What We Do 
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Civil Support Mission: 

 On order, JTF-North, provides military 
assistance to State, County, and Municipal 
Agencies within the boundaries of assigned 
AOR, to mitigate, and alleviate the effects of 
natural or man-made disasters. JTF-North will 
function as a force and resource provider to 
other JTFs operating either inside or outside 
Alabama. 

(What Else We Do) 
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Headquarters and Staff 

• 175 Authorized 

• 33 MI Positions (20%) 
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MI Battalion 
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Reconnaissance Squadron 

http://thedej.hypermart.net/cgi-bin/imageFolio.cgi?direct=Special_Tactics&img=8
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Network Support Company 



UNCLASSIFIED 

Brigade Support Company 
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BFSB Location Break-out 

 67th BFSB 

NE-ARNG 

71st BFSB 

TX-ARNG 

201st BFSB 

FT Lewis 

219th BFSB 

IN-ARNG 

504th BFSB 

FT Hood 

525th BFSB 

FT Bragg 

560th BFSB 

GA-ARNG 

142nd BFSB 

AL-ARNG 

58th BFSB 

MD-ARNG 

297th BFSB 

AK-ARNG 
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142nd Location Break-out 
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 HHC 142nd BFSB - Decatur, AL 

 321st MI BN - Austin, TX (USAR) 

 1-131st R&S Sqdn - Enterprise, AL 

 67th NSC - Billings, MT (MT-ARNG) 

 31st BSC - Ozark, AL 
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Challenges: 

 

• MI Density 

• Coordination 

• SCIF 

• Sustainment Training 

 

Way-Ahead: 

 

• FOUNDRY 

• MOA with SMDC 

• SCIF Construction 

• Equipment Fieldings 

 

 

Future Operations 
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Bottom Line 

• BFSB construct continually evolving  

• Discovery learning  

• Bridges the gap between tactical ISR at the 
brigade level and the operational / strategic 
ISR executed at division and above 

• Leverages traditional reconnaissance with 
integrated intelligence expertise 

• Relevant, current and timely 
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Additional Information 

http://www.benning.army.mil/Armor/ArmorMagazine/index.htm 

Nov/Dec 2010 

Army Field Manual 3-55.1 
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MAJ Ethan Allen          Human Resource Officer            256-308-3425 

 

MAJ Sean Sawyer          Brigade Plans Officer                256-308-3431 

  

CPT Broderick Pickett        Logistics Officer                     256-308-3426 

 

SGM Ed Stasiak           Operations Sergeant Major        256-308-3429 

 

MSG Tim Jones              Chief Intelligence NCO              256-308-3423 

Contact Us 


