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Did you know? 

Dr. Bruce Cook and Dr. John 

Porter were recently       

nominated for the, “Service to 

Health Care Award” with the 

Chamber of Commerce. 

Darlene Furlong was also         

nominated for, “ Manager of 

the Year Award”. 

The DRHC has hired a new 

Physiotherapist from Winnipeg 

and she’ll be starting in the fall. 

Dr. Apriasz is the proud  

owner of a brand new house! 
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Mardi Plomp and her 

merry crew of “Dream-

Believers” made             

believers out of all of us 

at the this years’         

fundraiser for the     

Dryden Regional Health 

Centre. 750 women 

dressed up, embraced 

the Las Vegas theme 

and tore up the dance 

floor in the name of 

health care in Dryden. 

The event raised an even 

$110,000 in a community 

that showed it’s true giv-

ing colors.  

“We have so many       

fantastic people to thank; 

the business community, 

the volunteers, the City of 

Dryden, the arena staff, 

Rotary, everyone that 

bought tickets, donated 

time/equipment and    

prizes...we’re truly 

speechless and can’t say 

thank you enough to    

everyone” said an         

effusive Mardi Plomp. 

Theatre 17’s recent   

production of Calendar 

Girls and the tastefully 

done calendars featuring 

local actresses brought 

in $20,000 for cancer 

care in Dryden.                                                  

Judith Hamilton and 

her crew of merry    

thespians stopped by the 

DRHC to make the 

presentation to CEO 

Wade Petranik. “Nearly 

40   people were involved 

with this project, and 

Chris Marchand donated 

an incredible amount of 

his free time to create the 

calendars. We are pleased 

and proud to support our 

Oncology department.” 

noted Hamilton.  

Did you know that the 

DRHC received over 

$165,000 in donations 

over the past 4 months? 

Phenomenal Fundraising 

July 2014 

Mud Run, Dragon Boats and haircuts 

The fun in fundraising 

was front and centre   

during the Eton Rugby 

Backcountry Blast. The 

5k run/walk/crawl 

through the mud was a 

fantastic first time event 

that brought in over  

$15,000 for the Room  

Reno Project. Mud = Fun! 

The tenth annual  Kinsmen 

Dragon Boat Race brought 

ten teams to the Wabigoon 

River in the name of the 

Still Me Program in the 

Oncology Department. It 

was a chilly Canada Day 

but the teams were        

undeterred in raising 

$10,000 for DRHC; thanks 

to all that rowed!                        

Rarified Hair was the theme 

for a pair of high end hair-

cuts recently as Dave Lyle 

and Bella Reid cut their 

locks for the hospital. Dave’s 

Big Boy Haircut brought in 

close to $5000.00 while 2nd 

grader Bella Reid raised 

$712.00 with her class at 

Open Roads School.  



across Canada and the stigma as-

sociated with mental health.  

The team left Dryden later that 

day and continued east with   

scheduled stops in Upsala and 

Thunder Bay .  

As part of the local efforts to support 

the cause a bike raffle netted 

$2700.00 for mental health programs 

here in Dryden. Thanks to all that 

bought tickets and supported Clara 

Hughes and mental health services here 

in Dryden; let’s keep the conversation 

going! 

 

Canadian Olympian Clara Hughes 

recently stopped by    Dryden during 

her cross-Canada bike ride in the 

name of mental health awareness.  

On June 17th 130 people attended a 

community dinner and speech with 

Clara at the Best Western  Confer-

ence Centre.  The following day 

Hughes and her team visited New 

Prospect School and spoke to the   

students and staff about her  journey 

Summer has finally arrived and 

after a long winter it’s time to get 

out there and enjoy the sun. To 

that end we would like to           

announce that the DRHC Work-

place Wellness Committee has 

sponsored a volleyball team in the 

Riverview Lodge summer league. 

We are looking for players with 

the following skill sets: 

A Pulse 

A Positive Attitude 

Willingness to laugh 

Committed to come to the odd 

game 

Older than 10, less than 90 

years of age 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If  you meet any of these rigorous 

standards we want to hear from 

you. Contact Steph in Physio or 

Chuck in HR and we’ll be happy to 

pass along the schedule to you.  

Next games are July 22nd and 

24th at 6:30pm. 

 

Staff for Staff Summer Ideas 

The DRHC Staff for Staff Program 

wants you to get active!  

Did you know we purchased a pair 

of memberships with the local 

Windsurfing Club? Contact Chuck 

if you are interested in trying this 

great sport; they provide a free    

lesson on how to get up, get out 

and (most importantly) how to get 

back to shore. 

Wednesday noon walks around 

Laura Howe Marsh resume July 

23rd starting at the lab. 

Get your summer selfies in to 

selfie@dh.dryden.on.ca for a 

chance to win a kayak 

45 bed Psychiatric Hospital where 

she will be working in a similar 

capacity. 

“I will really miss all of the people 

here at the DRHC...the best thing 

about working here is the peo-

ple...I wish I could take all of you 

with me.” commented Morgan.  

We’d love to go too but at least we 

have a friend in BC. All the best! 

Marlene Morgan has been a     

fixture on the East Unit as           

Discharge Planner and helped 

many patients successfully    

transfer from the hospital setting 

to home and community-based 

supports. Facilitating change 

comes naturally for her and now 

she’s organized a big change of 

her own. Marlene has accepted a 

position in British Columbia at a 

 

All the best! 

Clara Hughes Big Ride was big news for Dryden 

DRHC Beach Volleyball and summer fun 

Fond Farewell Marlene Morgan 
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Brian Patterson and the lab 

team can breathe a little easier 

these days; they just completed 

their   Accreditation Audit and 

as per  usual they passed with a 

stellar score of 97.2%! 

The Auditing team spent three 

full days going over every aspect 

the lab function and validated 

that our facility more than 

meets the standard. 

NOSM News: Site Visit/Accreditation and Engagement 

New Faces in great places 

Please welcome the following to Dryden and the DRHC! 

Lab Accreditation Success! Patterson and crew do it again! 

process. Recently a committee of invigilators 

came for a day-long visit to speak to NOSM      

faculty, medical learners, the DRHC Senior  

Leadership team and various staff members 

about the learning environment here in Dryden. 

We thank everyone for their open and honest  

input during this process; the recommendations 

from the Accreditation report will help ensure 

that graduates from NOSM will be well equipped 

to provide the highest quality health care for 

Northwestern Ontario. 

The Northern Ontario School 

of Medicine has provided the 

DRHC with a continuous 

stream of medical learners 

over the past 7 years; some of 

whom have decided to return 

here and practice.  

NOSM is held to a very high      

standard and to ensure their 

programming and curriculum 

meet those requirements they 

are subjected to an accreditation 
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We know that our clinicians 

can rely on timely and      

accurate lab information in 

order for them to have the 

right treatment plan for our 

patients.  

Congratulations to everyone 

in the lab for your great work 

and attaining this great 

score! 



Canada Day was a day to celebrate many things 

here in Dryden, and despite the cool weather ten 

teams participated in the 10th annual Dragon Boat 

Races. All proceeds from the races have historically 

gone to the DRHC Oncology  Department and     

Dryden Kinsmen spokesperson Brad Coles             

estimates over $120,000 has been raised for this 

cause. 

Thanks to all the brave sailors that manned the 

“Dragon Regional Health Centre” Boat...we’ll get 

‘em next year we promise! 

It’s not often you get to celebrate a 

forty year career in the field these 

days but to do it twice in the span 

of 6 weeks is really something! 

RN’s Bobbi (Night  Vision)        

Dingman and Audrey (The       

Actress) Nosworthy will soon be 

calling it a career after they both 

put in over 40 years of nursing. 

Audrey has already “crossed over” 

to retirement after a celebratory 

tea and cake ceremony in the   

cafeteria. True to form Audrey 

quoted a line from the latest            

rendition of Calendar Girls; when 

asked what she planned to do 

with her time she replied, “I plan 

to live a life of more days with 

more in it 

despite   hav-

ing less to 

do”. We get 

that and 

wish you eve-

ry       happi-

ness. In an 

ironic twist 

of fate 

Audrey 

worked her 

last shift on 

Sunday May 13 and promptly   be-

came a patient at the DRHC hav-

ing had her knee replaced on Mon-

day the 14th Word is she received 

great care and loved the nurses :-). 

Bobbi Dingman sightings during day-

light hours are cause for alarm; Bobbi 

has made a career out of night shifts 

and like Audrey she will be  sorely 

missed by her warm presence and 

calming nature on the nights with the 

gang on East Unit. Word on the street 

is that she is going to run for Mayor of    

Vermilion 

Bay :-).  

We will miss 

both ladies a 

great deal. 

All the best 

in your well  

deserved    

retirement.   

Garon has accepted a full-time    

position to practice medicine in   

Thunder Bay where they      

currently reside. Be sure to say 

hello if you see her down on the 

ward doing inpatient rounds or 

in the ER on the weekend. 

Welcome back Dr. Garon! 

Look familiar? Former NOSM       

Dryden clerk  is now a licensed 

MD (congrats) and is in town for 

a two week stint as a locum. Dr. 

Dani Garon, husband Mark and 

7 month old son Brooks are    

enjoying a bit of a working     

vacation while covering Dr. 

Moir’s practice (on vacation).  

10th Annual Dryden Dragon Boat Races  

Nursing News: Thank you to Audrey and Bobbi 

Return engagement: Dr. Dani Garon returns 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 



 

 

Queen.  Let’s do it again this year! 

On Thursday August 14th all        

proceeds from every Blizzard® Treat 

purchased at participating DQ® 

stores will be donated to your local 

Children’s Miracle Network member 

For the past three years, staff,     

medical staff and volunteers from 

Dryden Regional Health Centre 

have dedicated one or two hours of 

their day in August to have great 

fun making and selling Blizzard® 

Treats at the local Dairy 

hospital to help children in need. 

Please let us know if you can share 

one hour of your time on August 

14th to blend a treat at the Dairy 

Queen.  Contact 

Kim Vares @  2260. 

DQ Local Children’s Miracle Network wants you! 

Nursing Class of 2014 who 

were all successful in passing 

their College of Nurses       

qualifying examination. 

Thank you to all of the hospital 

staff who welcomed this class    

into our facility over the past 

four years, making it possible 

for them to obtain clinical    

experience, guidance and   

mentoring.  We are so very 

proud of this second group of 

community –based BSc.N        

graduates. Congratulations 

also to Mariah Green who also 

passed her Nursing Exam   

after completing her training 

in Thunder Bay.               

Bright futures for all of you! 

Jared Meadows, Seona Fur-

long, Kimberly Oltsher, Tracie 

Rentz, Cherie Parker, Kathy 

Kennedy and Priscilla 

Giesbrecht are all new grads! 

We would like to take this       

opportunity to congratulate the 

graduating Bachelor of Science 
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The Crisis        

Response Unit 

welcomes    

Stephanie,     

Margarita and  

Sabrina to the 

team! 

Nursing Graduates 



“Treasure” the moments…..odds/ends from the Scavenger Hunt & more 

NOSM Faculty stop in for a visit to 
the DRHC. 

2nd Grader Bella Reid raises 
$712.00 for Cancer. 

These scavenger hunters are 
about as tough as they come 

Wintle and friends tackle a biker 
for not paying for DRHC parking. 

There were 6 of us when we got 
to this haunted house... 

Special guests and friends of the DRHC 





Got news? Send Chuck a line, photo or 
write up and we’ll be sure to include it. 





 

 


