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The Republican Party in Maryland has launched an
Asian American Coalition and appointed Sastry Dhara
as its first chairman.

Alex X Mooney, the Maryland GOP chairman, said
the new coalition would be “one of many revamped ini-
tiatives geared at expanding MDGOP’s base” and an
“essential component to MDGOP’s long term political
success and expanding the party’s base throughout the
community.”

Under Dhara’s leadership, Mooney added, “I’m fully
confident our message of fiscal responsibility and per-
sonal accountability will gain more traction within the
Asian-American community.”

The Asian American Coalition is the latest of many
new coalitions the Maryland Republican Party is to roll
out.

Mooney said, “From our African American Coalition
to Small Business Coalitions, the Maryland GOP is
committed to expanding our community outreach to
build a broad coalition to elect leaders dedicated to put-
ting our economy back on track and Marylanders back
to work.”

Dhara, a Montgomery County-based information tech-
nology entrepreneur, has been a state GOP activist, serving
as president of the Republican Indian Committee’s
Maryland Chapter. He played an active role in former gov-
ernor Robert Ehrlich’s unsuccessful — bid last year to
unseat incumbent Martin O’Malley, a Democrat, who had
defeated Ehrlich four years ago.

Mooney said, “Sastry’s experience as a senior information
technology executive, with a proven track record of solid
leadership for industries from health care to finance, makes
him uniquely qualified to build and lead a strong coalition.”

Dhara said, “I know the Republican message of less gov-

ernment, personal accountability, and fiscal responsibility
resonates strongly throughout the community.” He said he
looked “forward to expanding on the Maryland GOP’s 2010
victories by building a stronger coalition throughout my
community, so we can elect more Republicans in 2012 and
2014 and get Maryland back on track.”

Dhara, who was born in Bapatla, Andhra Pradesh,
worked as a mining engineer in Nagpur, Maharashtra for
nine years. He came to the United States in 1992 for grad-
uate studies. “Like most Indian Americans,” he said, “I
believe strongly in fiscal discipline, smaller government
and freedom of expression, and these are the values I am
going to prioritize as chairman of the Asian American

Coalition.”
He said he will assiduously push for “a more visible

and meaningful representation of Indian Americans in
the mainstream political base in the country.” He will
do so, he said, by urging Indian Americans to get “more
involved through activism in state and local politics.”

Dhara, a senior technology architect with Dynamic
Research Corporation in Arlington, Virginia, said, “We
need to replicate the successes of Indian American such
as (Louisiana Governor) Bobby Jindal and (South
Carolina Governor) Nikki Haley even further.”

He said his appointment to chair the MDGOP’s first
Asian American Coalition was a no-brainer since he
had “consistently supported Republican candidates in
their Senate and state election runs, as well as
President George W Bush during his presidency,” and
“endeared myself to the Republican establishment at
the national and state levels.”

Dhara is a life member of the Republican Senatorial
Inner Circle and the President’s Club of the Republican
National Committee, both of which involve contribu-
tions of thousands of dollars each year to remain a
member.

As president of the RIC’s Maryland Chapter, Dhara was
also part of the Indian American Republican community’s
fundraising efforts for Ehrlich last year.

Prior to joining the DRC, for more than a decade, Dhara
was an entrepreneur running his successful information
technology consulting service for federal and state govern-
ment agencies and Fortune 500 companies in health care,
finance, and consumer goods.

He is an alumnus of Osmania University, Hyderabad,
from where he received his BS in mining engineering, and
Syracuse University in Syracuse, New York, from where he
received his MS in computer science. He is a member of
The Indus Entrepreneurs, Washington, DC chapter as well.
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Thanks to Aruna Miller, the newly elected
legislator to the Maryland House of
Delegates, (District 15), Governor Martin
O’Malley’s office has resurrected an idea it
had mooted some years ago — to establish
a sister state partnership with India.

“The subject of a sister state partnership
was an endeavor that began long before I
became involved,” Miller told India
Abroad. “And it was largely the efforts of
the Indian-American community leaders
and Majority Leader Kumar Barve in col-
laboration with Maryland’s Secretary of
State (John McDonough) that brought this
important matter to the forefront.”

In reactivating this initiative and urging
the Indian-American community to push
to make it a reality during O’Malley’s term,
Miller said, “Sister relationships are the
only international partnership agreements
that link local governments and demon-
strates a long-term commitment to build-
ing relationships between Maryland and
India to improve political, economic, edu-
cational and cultural opportunities. It
involves people and organized groups at all
levels of society in personal, citizen diplo-

macy with the hope that people-
to-people interaction, fostered
through sister-state affiliations,
will improve international rela-
tions.”

She said that considering the
plethora of high tech and bio-
tech enterprises in Maryland,
including several owned and
operated by Indian-American
entrepreneurs in a state boasts of
one of the highest Indian-
American populations, such “a
sister state partnership will pro-
vide a forum for economic devel-
opment, international trade, and
promote cultural understanding
through high school, college, and
university exchanges, and a vari-
ety of cultural and athletic
exchanges.”

She noted that currently
Maryland’s Sister State Program
had 10 relationships on five continents.

The original candidate list of Indian
states included Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Orissa and Rajasthan. The final list now
comprises Andhra, Gujarat, Maharashtra,

New Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu. Punjab and Tamil Nadu — not in the
original list — had been included, Miller
acknowledged, thanks to some intense lob-
bying by immigrants from those states.

Miller said the criteria for the final selec-

tion — to be made by end of this
month — by of the Office of the
Secretary of State in Maryland
would include strong community
in Maryland, interest in partner-
ships and a sufficient economic
nexus.

“I sponsored Andhra Pradesh,
the state where I was born,”
Miller said. “While it is a deep
honor to be the first Indian-born
woman legislator to serve in the
Maryland General Assembly, this
significant partnership between
Maryland and India is a pride
that every Indian American
should own. Therefore, it is
essential that the Indian-
American community weigh in
on the sister-state election. This
is an extraordinary opportunity,
and I urge each and every mem-
ber of the community to contact

Secretary McDonough’s office and commu-
nicate their preference as soon as possible.”

Miller added: “After the sister state is
selected, Governor O’Malley is scheduled to
visit India in the fall and move the relation-
ship between the two states forward.”
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