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as many of you know,

   i will embark on a new 

professional journey in June 

as the 14th president of Baylor 

university. As i prepare to leave 

pepperdine—my home of these 

six years—i am reminded of what 

makes this special place exceptional.

Over the last few years, pepperdine 
became the fastest rising law school in 
the nation. We have hosted supreme 
Court justices, expanded endowed chairs 
and programs, attracted wonderful new 
faculty members, and increased scholarly 
activity. We’ve encouraged students, 
faculty, and alumni to journey to the 
four corners of the world to seek justice 
and promote the rule of law abroad. 

We have reconnected with many of you—
our more than 8,000 alumni—who have gone 
forth across the country and the globe. You 
have called, e-mailed, and returned to campus. 
You have mentored students. You have hired 
students. You have given freely of your time 
and resources. For all these gifts, time, and 
resources, you have our unending gratitude 
for coming alongside us in this mission. 

in this issue of Pepperdine Law, we celebrate 
you—our treasured alumni—the lifeblood of 
this institution. We celebrate in a special way 
your fellow alumnus André Birotte (JD '91), 
who was recently confirmed as the united 
states Attorney for the Central District of 
California. We celebrate our alumni and 
staff who traveled to uganda to seek justice 
for young people accused of crimes. We 
celebrate our many public defenders who 
uphold a crucial part of our justice system, 
often representing “the least of the least.”

We also celebrate my colleague and 
friend—and our new interim dean—Tom 
Bost. As a much-beloved professor and 
revered member of the pepperdine family, 
Tom is uniquely situated to lead our 
community during this time of transition. 
indeed, our law school is in good hands.

At pepperdine, we have the privilege of 
strengthening students for lives of purpose, 
service, and leadership. Our commitment to 
pepperdine’s Christian mission and to the 
highest standards of academic excellence 
will not waiver. As i take leave of this special 
place, i am convinced that pepperdine 
is and will always be an extraordinary 
institution, where great things are being 
done, with ever greater contributions to the 
law and to the country destined to come. 

Blessings,
Ken Starr
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pepperdine law students and alumni have 
found new ways to help relief efforts in Haiti 
since the January 12 earthquake that struck 
just a few miles west of the country’s capital, 
port-au-prince. Working on the ground with 
relief agencies and devising new ways to 
raise money here at home, the pepperdine 
community has come together to ease some 
of the burden that the 7.0 magnitude quake 
created.

students organized the Help for Haiti 
campaign, which included the annual 
dodgeball tournament, clothing drives, the 
Clear Water Café, and the share the Love 
campaign. 

The Clear Water Café featured 10 student 
musicians performing for an audience of 
more than 100 in the law school cafeteria. The 
share the Love campaign helped students 
raise money for Haiti in competition between 
sections. Through these initiatives, significant 
funds were raised and donated to World 
Vision’s relief efforts. 

 Clear Water Café organizer and musician 
Lana Harfoush, a first-year, was pleased with 
the results of this first-time event. “i wanted 
to do something to help students give back 
by raising money for Haiti at a point in the 

semester when donations would be dropping, 
but the need was still strong, and i wanted 
to provide an opportunity for law student 
musicians to perform for their peers.”

pepperdine alumni have worked in 
partnership with different organizations on 
the ground in Haiti. Alumnus philip north 
( JD ’75), who is a pilot, flew doctors into 
Haiti shortly after the earthquake hit. He and 
his team later flew five children, all under the 
age of 5, whose adoptions had been finalized 
before the earthquake, into the united states 
to live with their adoptive families. “it was so 
emotional,” said north. “These parents had 
been waiting for these children for so long. 
They were just beside themselves to finally get 
them home.”

Alumnus Christopher Cotton ( JD ’97) is 
working in conjunction with the Hands and 
Feet project to care for orphans and abandoned 
children in and around southern Haiti. 
“Bringing awareness to the needs of the Haitian 
people—especially those not in port-au-
prince—is crucial right now,” said Cotton.

To learn more about Pepperdine’s relief efforts 
for Haiti, please visit www.pepperdine.edu/
haiti-response.

Christian Mardelli performs at the  
Clear water Café event to benefit Haiti.

pepperdine hosted more than 80 judicial 
clerks from across the country for the 
10th Annual Wm. matthew Byrne, Jr., 
Judicial Clerkship institute ( JCi) on 
march 18-20 at the school of Law. 

each year, pepperdine brings law 
students and graduates who have been 
accepted into federal judicial clerkship 
positions to its campus for the Byrne 
JCi. During the past decade, the Byrne 
JCi has trained more than 865 judicial 
clerks representing more than 130 law 
schools. Clerks have the opportunity to 
gain distinctive, comprehensive training 
by many of the most highly respected 
federal judges in the u.s.

Judges spoke on topics such as the role 
of the law clerk, judicial clerkship ethics, 
legal writing for law clerks, and evidence 
issues from the judge’s perspective. 
Friday’s schedule included a lecture 
by erwin Chemerinsky, dean of uC 
irvine school of Law, and Ken starr, 
dean of pepperdine’s school of Law, on 
important recent and pending supreme 
Court cases.

Later in the day, pepperdine hosted 
the Wm. matthew Byrne, Jr. Annual 
Lecture, entitled, "Detention and the 
Constitution," with Judith resnik, 
Arthur Liman professor of Law at Yale 
Law school. Commentators included 
Judge Harris Hartz of the u.s. Court 
of Appeal for the Tenth Circuit; Judge 
paul Friedman of the u.s. Court of 
Appeal for the District of Columbia; 
Bob pushaw, pepperdine's James Wilson 
endowed professor of Law; Akhil Amar, 
Yale's sterling professor of Law and 
political science; and Ken starr, Duane 
and Kelly roberts Dean.

Visit the Byrne JCI at law.pepperdine.edu/
judicial-clerkship-institute.

Pepperdine Students and alumni Launch new  
reLief effOrTS fOr haiTi

Pepperdine hosts 80 
feDeraL JuDiciaL 
cLerkS

n e w s  s h o r t s  
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pepperdine’s geoffrey H. palmer 
Center for entrepreneurship and 
the Law has partnered with the 
union rescue mission to launch 
the palmer Center microfinance 
program in september 2010. 
students, faculty, and alumni will 
participate in the program.

The palmer Center microfinance 
program was established to 
provide microenterprise training 
and microloans to impoverished 
individuals in downtown Los 
Angeles. The program will 
provide microenterprise training 
to selected residents of the 
union rescue mission and 
will prepare them to receive 
microloans. students and 
alumni will provide training and 
counseling to qualified participants. 

The pilot group will consist of five to 10 
individuals selected from the residents of 
the Los Angeles union rescue mission. 
prior to loan disbursement, the prospective 
borrowers will participate in a 12-week training 

session, taught by palmer Center faculty. The 
sessions will teach the basic principles of 
financial management, business planning, and 
accountability. 

students from the law school will participate 
as teaching fellows for the instructional 
components of the program and also serve as 

coaches for individual borrowers 
throughout the duration of the 
program.

Loans will be funded by 
community members through 
a Web site, where borrowers' 
profiles and business plans will 
be posted for review by potential 
lenders. Borrowers will have 12 
months within which to repay 
the loan.

“The geoffrey H. palmer 
Center for entrepreneurship 
and the Law proves that 
innovation, leadership, ethics, 
social responsibility, and 
entrepreneurship can go hand in 
hand,” says Janet Kerr, professor 
of law and executive director 

of the palmer Center. “This unique business 
model offered by an ABA-accredited law 
school remains ahead of the curve.”

Visit the Palmer Center Microfinance Program at 
law.pepperdine.edu/palmer/microfinance.

nOOTbaar inSTiTuTe Presents conference on the role of the church in Doing Justice

pepperdine university’s Herbert and elinor 
nootbaar institute on Law, religion, and 
ethics hosted “The role of the Church 
in Doing Justice,” on February 19, at the 
school of Law.

Featuring an impressive array of Christian 
leaders, the event explored the biblical 
foundations of justice, the history of 
the church’s leadership and failure of 
leadership on social justice issues, and the 
ways that churches today can address the 
mandate to “seek justice.” The conference 
was cosponsored with the international 
Justice mission (imJ) and Advocates 
international (Ai).

“The second millennium brought with 
it the closing of some tragic events and a 

sobering landscape for the future,” said 
robert F. Cochran, Jr., director of the 
nootbaar institute and Louis D. Brandeis 
professor of Law. “With the genocide in 
rwanda and ethnic cleansing in the Balkans 
still fresh in our minds, other horrors began 
filling the headlines: a slaughter in Darfur, 
child soldiers in the Congo, 27 million lives 
enslaved, and two billion around the globe 
living in poverty. in all of this, where was the 
Christian church? With biblical commands 
to 'seek justice' entrenched in its very being, 
the church should be front and center in the 
human rights crisis.” 

Distinguished speakers included rich 
stearns, president of World Vision u.s.; 
Bethany Hoang, director of international 
Justice mission institute; mark Labberton, 
Lloyd John Ogilvie Associate professor of 

preaching at Fuller Theological seminary; 
sam Casey, executive vice president and 
general counsel, Advocates international; 
Jim martin, national director of church 
mobilization, international Justice mission; 
and Tim Jones, director of mission and 
outreach at malibu presbyterian Church, 
among many others. 

The purpose of the Herbert and elinor 
nootbaar institute on Law, religion, and 
ethics is to bring the redemptive capacities 
of religious faith and moral insight to law, 
to find ways in which persons trained in law 
can serve “the least of these” throughout the 
world, and to explore how the practice of 
law might be a religious calling. 

View videos from the conference at  
law.pepperdine.edu/nootbaar.

The Palmer Center Microfinance Program was dedicated at the school of 
Law in 2007, by Dr. Muhammad Yunus of Grameen Bank.

PaLMer cenTer to Launch Microfinance Program

n e w s  s h o r t s  
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STrauS inSTiTuTe 
awarded finra grant  
for arbitration clinic

pepperdine’s straus institute for Dispute 
resolution has been awarded a $250,000 
grant by the Financial industry regulatory 
Authority (FinRA) investor education 
Foundation. The grant, which was given 
to four top dispute resolution schools, will 
establish a securities arbitration clinic at 
pepperdine.

The securities arbitration clinic will provide 
legal help to underserved investors involved 
in securities disputes and will help fill the 
gap in representation for investors who have 
small claims and lack the financial resources to 
obtain legal counsel. 

Longtime attorneys and adjunct professors 
Judith norris and robert uhl will oversee 
the clinic. students must take the securities 
arbitration course, taught by uhl in the fall, 
in order to be eligible for the clinic. The 
clinic will begin this spring semester with five 
students. 

“if you’re interested in representing investment 
brokers, this is the way to go about learning 
how,” says uhl, who has 20 years of experience 
in securities arbitration. “it’s also a tremendous 
opportunity to provide legal service to the 
community. many investors have lost under 
$100,000, which is considered a small claim. 
Lawyers often won’t take their cases, and the 
investors often don’t have the money to pay for 
legal counsel.” 

The securities arbitration clinic will join 
pepperdine’s four other clinical programs: the 
pepperdine Legal Aid and Family Law clinics 
at the union rescue mission, the special 
education Advocacy Clinic, and the  
Asylum Clinic. 

Visit the straus Institute at  
law.pepperdine.edu/straus.

Pepperdine hosts eighth 
national convention of 
the JewiSh Law STuDenTS 
aSSOciaTiOn

pepperdine university school of Law 
presented the eighth national Convention of 
the Jewish Law students Association, hosted 
by the pepperdine chapter of the Jewish Law 
students Association, in association with the 
Diane and guilford glazer institute for Jewish 
studies, on February 13 and 14. 

The conference discussed emerging topics in 
Jewish law and celebrated expanded interfaith 
relationships. saturday featured a gala dinner 
at the museum of Tolerance with keynote 
speaker gil Artzyeli, deputy consul general of 
israel to Los Angeles. 

sunday featured the conference and a keynote 
address by Alan m. Dershowitz, noted civil 
liberties lawyer, at pepperdine’s Villa graziadio 
executive Center. sunday’s panel topics 
included international law, genocide and the 
Holocaust, emerging topics in Jewish law, 
expanding interfaith relationships, and the 
death penalty. 

The Jewish Law students Association is a 
national institution dedicated to connecting 
Jewish students on campuses all over the 
country. 

Visit Pepperdine’s Glazer Institute at  
www.pepperdine.edu/glazer-institute.

international Scholars 
Discuss u.S. Tort Law at 
the PePPerdine Law 
review SyMPOSiuM

The Pepperdine Law Review hosted 
international scholars for a symposium 
titled, “Does the World still need u.s. 
Tort Law? (Or Did it ever?)” on April 
16, at the school of Law.

speakers included 16 law professors 
and international tort scholars, 
including michael D. green, Bess 
and Walter Williams Chair at Wake 
Forest university school of Law; ellen 
Bublick, Dan B. Dobbs professor of 
Law at the university of Arizona; ellen 
s. pryor, Homer r. mitchell professor 
of Law at smu's Dedman school of 
Law; peter Cane, professor of law at 
Australian national university; and 
Allen m. Linden, Distinguished Visiting 
Jurist at pepperdine university school 
of Law, and former supernumerary 
judge of the Federal Court of Appeal 
of Canada. Linden was honored for 
his distinguished contributions to the 
development of tort law. 

“Over the past century, united states 
tort law has served as a model, in many 
ways, for the world,” said event organizer 
professor rick Cupp. “Although most 
nations are less litigious and award less 
in damages, many nations have looked to 
the more active united states courts for 
guidance in forming and reforming tort 
doctrines. However, at the same time 
that globalization has rapidly expanded, 
since the 1980s united states tort law 
has retrenched on many fronts.”

Learn more about the conference at 
law.pepperdine.edu/news-events/events/
tort-law.
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Thomas g. bost named interim Dean of Pepperdine university School of Law

pepperdine university president 
Andrew K. Benton and provost Darryl 
Tippens have named Thomas g. Bost 

interim dean of pepperdine university school 
of Law. Bost, former chair of the university’s 
Board of regents, has served as a professor 
of law at pepperdine since 2000. He served 
as associate dean for academics in 2009.

“professor Bost is one of the most 
valued friends and respected individuals the 
university has ever known,” said president 
Benton. “i could not imagine a more 
qualified person to lead our law school 
while we search for a new dean.”

Bost’s appointment became effective June 
1, the day departing Dean Kenneth W. starr 
becomes president of Baylor university in 
Waco, Texas. “it is our aspiration to announce 
our new dean by the summer of 2011,” 
noted Benton. He added that the executive 
search firm Korn/Ferry international had 
been retained by pepperdine and that an 
internal search committee was being formed 
under the direction of cochairs provost 
Tippens and professor greg Ogden.

Bost earned his bachelor of science degree 
summa cum laude in 1964 from Abilene 
Christian university and his juris doctor 
in 1967 from Vanderbilt university, where 
he was elected to the Order of the Coif and 
was the Founder’s medalist (First in Class). 
He was a note editor for the Vanderbilt Law 
Review and served for a year as an assistant 
professor of law at Vanderbilt after graduation.

As associate dean for academics at the 
school of Law, he had primary responsibility 

for academic affairs, including student aca-
demic counseling, class scheduling, recruit-
ment of adjunct professors, and development 
of the law school’s academic programs. 

“Tom Bost is a wonderful choice to serve 
as interim dean of the law school,” noted 
Tim perrin, vice dean. “He is a superior 
classroom teacher, a distinguished scholar, 
and a wise and much-beloved colleague. 
He is uniquely prepared to lead the law 
school at this moment in its history.”

Bost specializes in tax and corporate law 
and has been prominent in the professional 
legal community for more than four decades. 
He was an associate at Latham & Watkins 
LLp, Los Angeles, California, from 1968 to 
1975 and partner from 1975 to 1999. He 
has been a member of the American Bar 
Association and state Bar of California since 
1968 and an elected member of the American 
Law institute since 2005. He holds many 
other memberships and leadership roles in 

professional associations, including serving 
as a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the pacific Legal Foundation since 1995, 
and as chair in 2001, 2002, and 2009.

Bost is active, along with his wife sheila 
K. Bost, in the Culver-palms Church 
of Christ and he has served many years 
as an elder. in addition, he is currently 
a member of the Fuller Theological 
seminary Board of Trustees.

At pepperdine, Bost was a member of the 
pepperdine Board of regents from 1974 
to 2001 and chair for two decades from 
1980 to 2000. He served on the pepperdine 
school of Law Board of Visitors for two 
decades as well, from 1981 to 2000.

Bost and his wife sheila, who currently 
serves on the Board of regents, have endeared 
themselves in many ways to the pepperdine 
community. Their devotion to the institution 
and its mission has been reflected in their 
generosity and service to the pepperdine uni-
versity Boone Center for the Family and the 
university’s Center for Faith and Learning, 
among many other programs and initiatives.

responding to Benton’s invitation to 
become interim dean of the school of Law, 
Bost said, “A very strong foundation for 
success has been laid by those who have gone 
before, and i am certain that the school will 
reach new heights not yet imagined. i am hon-
ored to serve as interim dean along with our 
dedicated faculty, administrators, and staff—
all of whom are committed to our students.”

n e w s  s h o r t s  
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Dean Ken Starr JoinS the RanKS of 
PePPerDine GreatS who have taKen 
LeaDinG roLeS at SchooLS acroSS  
the country.

Hailing from Texas, CHarles NelsoN served Pepperdine’s law school for 33 years in positions such as 
professor of law, assistant dean, associate dean for academics, and interim dean. In 2004, he accepted 
the deanship at Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones school of law in Montgomery, alabama. 
During the past six years, Nelson has put in countless hours to help the 80-year-old school earn aBa 
accreditation. after a lengthy application process, the school was fully accredited on December 5, 2009. 
“We have an incredible, hard working faculty and staff,” says Nelson. “This is a major step forward for 
our university.”

like Nelson, rICHarDsoN lyNN served the school of law for more than 20 years. He was professor 
of law, associate dean for academics, and dean of the school for six years. In 2003 he accepted an 
appointment as dean and professor of law at atlanta's John Marshall law school, a school founded in 
1933 in atlanta, Georgia.

“Georgia had a long tradition of law schools that offered part-time evening programs for nontraditional 
students,” says lynn. “John Marshall law school is the sole surviving heir to that tradition.”

after taking the helm, lynn also facilitated the aBa accreditation process for the school. John Marshall 
was fully accredited on the same day as Faulkner: December 5, 2009. lynn continues to spearhead new 
plans for the school, from major renovations to the addition of an llM degree.

l. raNDolPH loWry, who earned a Ba from Pepperdine in 1974, founded Pepperdine law’s 
acclaimed straus Institute for Dispute resolution in 1986. Nearly 25 years later, the world-renowned 
institute remains the top-ranked program for dispute resolution in the country. Taking office as lipscomb 
University’s 17th president in september 2005, lowry has overseen a $34 million renovation of facilities 
and a dramatic improvement of academic programs at the school’s campus in Nashville, Tennessee.

During his tenure, a new College of Pharmacy has been established, creating the first lipscomb doctoral 
degree, 16 new graduate programs have been developed, and four new institutes have been founded.

KeN sTarr, who served as the Duane and Kelly roberts Dean of the school of law for almost six 
years, became Baylor University’s 14th president on June 1. Dean starr joins an impressive group 
of Pepperdine professors and administrators who have taken important leadership roles in higher 
education. Deans Charles I. Nelson and richardson lynn, and founding director of Pepperdine’s straus 
Institute, l. randolph lowry, each served at Pepperdine for many years before accepting posts at 
universities and law schools across the country. 

leadershiP legaCy
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Pepperdine had a banner year 

as student teams succeeded 

in winning one international 

championship, four national 

championships, and three 

regional championships, along 

with many other team and 

individual accomplishments. 

Pepperdine Students 

Excel in Moot Court, 

Trial, and ADR 

Competitions during the 

2009-2010 Season.

MaKING NoIse

(2)

(1)

(3)
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international Championship
(1) aaron echolS and Jon 
MatthewS were the champions at the 
Foreign Direct investment international 
moot Competition on October 23–24, 2009, 
in Frankfurt, germany, defeating a team 
from st. petersburg state university in the 
Final round. echols won Best Oralist.

national Championships
(2) Seth laurSen, hannah 
MontgoMery, richard gilleSpie, and 
Zach Shine claimed the national championship 
of the national ABA Labor and employment 
Law Trial Advocacy Competition in Washington, 
D.C., on January 28–31, 2010. This marks the 
second time in three years that pepperdine 
has taken top honors at this competition.

(3) KiMberly Mccall and rebecca lee 
were the national champions at the Braxton Craven 
Constitutional Law moot Competition in Chapel 
Hill, north Carolina, on February 23–26, 2010.

(4) will glaSer and MeliSSa 
thornSberry were the champions at 
the Chicago Bar Association moot Court 
Competition in Chicago, illinois, on november 
19–21, 2009. will glaSer was named 
Third place Advocate in the preliminary round, 
and (5) aMy poyer, duStin May,
and Janelle white won semifinalist 
Team and second-place Brief.

regional Championships
(6) Karen cho and toM Feher were named 
the champions at the ABA regional negotiation 
Competition in provo, utah, on november 
13–14, 2009. They reached the semifinals at 
the ABA national negotiation Competition 
in Orlando, Florida, on February 4–6, 2010.

(7) lauren Moon, robert 
pendergraSS, aMber lee, and dereK 
thain were the champions at the American 
Association for Justice Trial Advocacy regional 
Competition in santa monica, California, 
on February 24–26, 2010. At the same 
competition, (8) Michael Mewborne 
was awarded second place Advocate in 
preliminary rounds. The team reached the 
quarterfinals at the national competition in 
new Orleans, Louisiana, march 25–27, 2010.

hannah MontgoMery, richard 
gilleSpie, alicia caMpbell, and 
Seth laurSen won the ABA Labor and 
employment Law Trial Advocacy regional 
Competition in Los Angeles, California, on 
november 14–15, 2009. ian godburn, c.J. 
Martin, Michael Mewborne, and 
KelSey Stapler reached the semifinals.

additional successes
leon dixSon, rabi david, aaron 
echolS, Jon MatthewS, andy 
ruSSell, and MeliSSa thornSberry 
were named the champions at the Thornes 
pre-Vis international Commercial 
Arbitration Competition in san Diego, 
California, on February 26, 2010. JoShua 
KrebS and deSiri SchultZe were 
semifinal and final round participants.

JoShua KrebS and MeliSSa 
thornSberry were awarded 
Honorable mention Oralists at the Vis 
Hong Kong international Commercial 
Arbitration Competition in Hong 
Kong on march 15–20, 2010.

(9) anthony greco, Shane Michael, 
lauren wilSon, and John white 
finished in Third place at the California Attorneys 
for Criminal Justice Trial Competition in san 
Francisco, California, on October 22–25, 2009. 

MaKING NoIse

(6)

(4)

(5)

(7)

(8)

(9)
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P epperdine university school of 
Law welcomed more than 750 

students, staff, faculty, alumni, and 
friends of the school for the 33rd 
Annual Law Dinner on saturday, 
march 6, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.

The event featured opening remarks by 
pepperdine university president Andrew 
Benton, news from the school by Dean 
Ken starr, and a keynote address from 
Lord nicholas phillips, president of the 
supreme Court of the united Kingdom. 
Lord phillips gave an overview of the 
history of the united states supreme 
Court as well as Britain’s high court. 

After commenting on the four u.s. 
supreme Court justices who have recently 
spoken at pepperdine, Lord phillips called his 
speech a first for both him and the audience. 
“This is the first time the president of the 
supreme Court of the united Kingdom 

has spoken at this dinner,” he said. “indeed, 
i have to tell you, this is the first time the 
president of our supreme Court has ever 
spoken outside the united Kingdom.”

As Lord phillips explained, the supreme 
Court of the united Kingdom was 
established by the Constitutional reform 
Act of 2005 in order to enhance the 
independence of the law lords and increase 
the transparency between the top levels of 
the u.K. judicial system and parliament. 

The new court began operations in 
October 2009 and, as in the u.s., serves 
as the final court of appeal in the united 
Kingdom. The court also handles devolution 
issues—cases in which the legal powers of the 
devolved governments of northern ireland, 
scotland, and Wales come into question. 

prior to assuming the presidency of 
the supreme Court, Lord phillips served 
since October 2008 as the senior lord of 
appeal in ordinary, also known as the senior 

law lord, and as president designate. 
in addition to giving the dinner address, 

Lord phillips judged the 36th annual Vincent 
s. Dalsimer moot Court Competition on 
pepperdine’s malibu campus earlier that day. 
“if i had been offered the choice of anywhere 
in the world to speak for my first offshore 
speaking engagement, i could not have done 
better than pepperdine,” said Lord phillips. 
“The beauty of your campus is legendary.”

Later in the evening, Dean starr presented 
the awards for student Bar Association 
professors of the Year, which went to 
steve schultz and rob Anderson. Dean 
starr announced the winners of the 36th 
annual Vincent s. Dalsimer moot Court 
Competition (story on page 11). Dean 
starr also presented special guest malcolm 
Lucas, the 26th chief justice of the supreme 
Court of California, with the 2010 robert H. 
Jackson Award for exemplary legal service. 

Pepperdine’s 33rd annual Law Dinner  
features LOrD nichOLaS PhiLLiPS

InternatIonal  
engagement

Dean Ken starr Malcolm Lucas from left: Dean starr, Lee short, Amy Poyer, Lord Phillips
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the final round of the 36th 
annual Vincent s. Dalsimer 

moot Court Competition was held 
in the afternoon on march 6. The 
final round was presided over by 
Lord nicholas phillips, president of 
the supreme Court of the united 
Kingdom; Judge Diane Wood of the 
u.s. Court of Appeals for the seventh 
Circuit; and Judge Janice rogers 
Brown of the u.s. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit. 

second-year students David rancilio 
and spencer Davidson competed against 
third-years Lee short and Amy poyer. short 
and poyer were named the champions. 

“Arguing in front of Lord phillips was 
truly the opportunity of a lifetime,” said 
poyer, who with short won First place. 
“While British moots are run much 
differently than American moots, his quick 
adaptation to our style was impressive. 
He asked really good questions that 
got to the heart of the policies behind 
the constitutional issues at stake.”

praising the students, Judge Wood said 
she treated the student advocates exactly 
how she would treat anyone who argued 
before her in the seventh Circuit. “This 
bench of judges attempted to make this 
problem as real world as it could be,” said 
short. “i think that was the most helpful 
thing the judges did, which truly gives 
me a ton of confidence for the future.”

“There was special excitement with 
Lord phillips presiding as chief justice, 
and with distinguished jurists Judge 
Brown and Judge Wood serving as 
associate justices,” said professor nancy 
mcginnis, the moot court faculty 
advisor. “All four students did a great 
job holding their own under the intense, 
pointed questioning by the bench.” 

Visit Pepperdine’s advocacy 
programs at law.pepperdine.edu/
academics/programs/advocacy.

Vincent s. Dalsimer moot Court Competition
 showcases stellar Advocates

Third-year Amy Poyer addresses the court.

Judge Janice Rogers Brown gives feedback from the bench.
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Just  
Causes

marking his fourth visit to pepperdine university school of Law, the Honorable 
Anthony m. Kennedy, associate justice of united states supreme Court, traveled 

to malibu to give the fourth annual William French smith memorial Lecture on 
February 3 to an overflow audience in the Henry J. and gloria Caruso Auditorium. 

the honorable 
anthony M. 
Kennedy speAKs 
On issues THAT 
mOVe Him FOr THe 
FOurTH AnnuAL 
WiLLiAm FrenCH 
smiTH memOriAL 
LeCTure.

by emily DiFrisco
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After teaching a constitutional law 
course at pepperdine earlier in the day, 
Justice Kennedy spoke in conversation with 
Dean Ken starr, professor Babette Boliek, 
professor Trey Childress, and alumna 
mary Huebert Lang (JD ’08), an associate 
at gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLp. The 
justice gave a lively review of his career and 
reflected on the role of the supreme Court.  

He spoke to topics such as growing up 
around public servants in sacramento, 
California; on cases that “teach;” on 
the art of opinion writing; and on the 
civility among justices on the Court. 

Justice Kennedy offered perhaps his 
strongest comments on mandatory 
sentencing. “California now has 185,000 
people in prison at $32,500 a year,” he said 
about the overcrowding. He emphasized that 
u.s. sentences are on average eight times 
longer than those issued by european courts.

He noted that California’s three strikes 
law, which mandates life sentences 
for third-time criminal offenders, was 
sponsored by the correctional officers’ 
union, a reality the justice called “sick.”  

“i was very glad to see, Dean starr, 
that you offer a course in sentencing,” he 
continued. “Very few law schools do, and it 
is an important part of our justice system.”

Toward the end of the 
event, Justice Kennedy 
answered written questions 
from the audience, many 
of which centered on the 
court’s recent ruling in 
Citizens United v. Federal 
election Commission, 
which changed campaign 
spending laws.

Justice Kennedy did 
not specifically address 
queries about the case, but 
in response to questions 
about the criticism of 
the decision, including 
from president Obama, 
he said it is “important to 
have robust, principled 
debate within the legal 
community after opinions.” 

Born in sacramento, California, in July 
1936, Justice Kennedy has served on the 
u.s. supreme Court for more than 22 years. 
He earned a BA from stanford university 
and the London school of economics, 
and his LLB from Harvard Law school. 

Following law school, he established 
a private practice in sacramento that 
spanned criminal and civil litigation, 
probate and estate planning, and corporate 
and international transactions. During 
that time, he designed a model to allow 
American corporate investment in mexico; 
the initiative was approved by the mexican 
government and remains in use today.

He entered the academic sphere in 
1965 when he taught as a professor 
of constitutional law until 1988 at the 
mcgeorge school of Law, university of the 
pacific. He was a member of the California 
Army national guard in 1961, served on the 
board of the Federal Judicial Center from 
1987 to 1988 and on two committees of the 
Judicial Conference of the united states: 
the Advisory panel on Financial Disclosure 
reports and Judicial Activities, subsequently 
renamed the Advisory Committee on Codes 
of Conduct, from 1979 to 1987, and the 
Committee on pacific Territories from 1979 
to 1990, which he chaired from 1982 to 1990. 

in 1975 Justice Kennedy was appointed to 
the Court of Appeals for the ninth Circuit 
by president Ford, at the time making 
him the youngest appellate judge in the 
nation and the third youngest in history. 
president reagan nominated him as an 
associate justice of the supreme Court, 
and he took his seat February 18, 1988. 

“Justice Kennedy is a pivotally important 
member of our nation’s highest court,” 
says Dean starr. “We were honored 
by his time with us and delighted by 
his extraordinary wit and wisdom.”

The William French smith memorial 
Lectures on Law and the Judiciary are named 
for William French smith, who served as 
u.s. Attorney general from 1981 to 1985. 

For more information, visit 
law.pepperdine.edu/william-french-smith-lectures.
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Four Alumni Travel to Uganda 
to Provide Legal Services for 
21 Imprisoned Children 
by Jim Gash (JD '93) and Jay Milbrandt (JD '08)

Project Masindi
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Day 1
shortly after arriving, we met up with John Napier (JD ’09), a 
recent Pepperdine law graduate who is serving in Uganda on a 
one-year Nootbaar Fellowship, and John Niemeyer, Uganda country 
director for restore International, an american organization 
dedicated to giving hope to the children of Uganda. 

The six of us hit the ground running and started at the 
courthouse, where we met with the magistrate judge and 
collected initial information about the children’s cases. We 
had six murders, one abduction, three thefts, one weapon 
possession, nine aggravated defilements, and two simple 
defilements. (Defilement is Uganda's term for statutory rape.)

We also met the probation officer assigned to each of the 
children and one of the lawyers who would be representing 
the kids in court. The probation officer and the judge traveled 
with us down a bumpy red clay road to the remand home. 

The main building was a windowless structure with a few iron-rod air 
passages near the convergence of wall and roof. The façade was simple 
with a large wooden door and large padlock. Inside, the room was cool 
and the stale air was heavy with the smell of mold. eighteen boys lined 
the walls and shared a dozen mats—reeds covered with a bed sheet.

The walls were covered with carvings: names of current and past 
residents, messages, and phone numbers. The boys sat in the front 
half of the room—the floor on the back half of the room was covered 
with water, along with the yellow water jugs ubiquitous throughout 
africa and a small chalkboard. We didn’t see any girls at this time—
they were locked in a much smaller concrete building nearby.

The magistrate judge and probation officer told the kids that we 
were lawyers from america and that they needed to answer the 
questions we asked. (This was explained in multiple languages.) 
The judge then asked which of them spoke english. only two 
of them did. Both were assigned to be the interpreters. 

We soon discovered that our interpreters were brothers, Henry and 
Joseph, who had been in the remand home for two years awaiting 
a hearing. Both were polite, pleasant, and very sharp. We learned 
that the boys, along with their father, were accused of beating a 
man to death. The man who was killed worked for their father as 
a herdsman for two days before he stole 225,000 shillings (equal 
to approximately $115) from under the boys' parents’ mattress.

The beating by a mob took place near their home between 
8 a.m. and 9 a.m., while Henry and Joseph were in school. 
later in the week, we had their mother brought out from 
a town about 30 miles away to interview her.

she verified that the kids were in school, as did the 
schoolteacher with whom we spoke. We also learned through 
their mother that the boys were at a special school on 
scholarship from the government because they were gifted. 

Masindi is a sleepy 
town in Africa’s 
bush. It is a gateway 
to war-ravaged northern 
Uganda and a traditional 
rest point for Western 
safari-goers. although the 
town is only three hours 
out of Kampala—Uganda’s 
modern capital—Masindi 
is a place where rural, 
subsistence living is the 
norm. little seems to have 
changed since the days 
of the early explorers.

An unlikely place to be an important 
part of Uganda’s justice system, 
Masindi houses one of the country’s 
five “remand” homes, a prison for 
children ages 13-17. These children 
have been arrested, held in jail with 
adults, charged with crimes, and sent 
to a remand home to await their trials. 

Because of a massive case backlog, 
many of the children have been 
kept in the remand home for 
years—held much longer than their 
sentences would have been had 
they been tried and found guilty. 

In early January, Pepperdine sent a 
contingency of faculty and alumni 
to meet with the children at the 
Masindi remand home and to provide 
much-needed legal service.

The team consisted of Jim Gash 
(JD ’93), associate professor of law 
and associate dean for student life; 
Jay Milbrandt (JD ’08), director of 
Pepperdine’s Global Justice Program; 
alumnus David Barrett (JD ’91), 
assistant general counsel, San 
Diego Gas & Electric Company; and 
alumnus Ray Boucher (JD ’84), partner, 
Kiesel, Boucher & Larson LLP. 
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Day 2
We decided to divide and conquer—
Barrett and Gash resumed interviewing 
the children, while Niemeyer and 
Napier returned to the courthouse and 
police station to resume collecting 
the files for each child, some of which 
had to be driven in from other villages. 
Milbrandt and Boucher interviewed 
family members and witnesses. 

It was another heartbreaking day of 
interviews. one of the three girls, 
Natakunda scovia, was charged with 
murder. she turned 17 on Christmas 
Day; three months earlier, her two-
week-old baby had died. after she 
got pregnant, the father left to serve 
in Iraq. she went to live with her 
alcoholic grandmother, who didn’t 
want her there, but allowed her to 
stay. shortly after the baby was born, 
it appeared to scovia that the baby 
was sick because it kept vomiting. 
she asked her grandmother for some 

money to go to the hospital, but the 
grandmother told her that the baby 
was fine and this was normal. 

shortly thereafter, while the 
grandmother was out drinking, the 
baby died. When the grandmother 
returned, she refused to let scovia 
bury the baby on the land because of 
the evil spirits that would accompany 
such a burial, and because she didn’t 
own the land. Not knowing what to 
do, scovia wrapped the baby in a 
blanket, took the baby out into the 
bush, and left it there. When the 
corpse was found, the grandmother 
told the police that scovia must 
have killed the baby. No other facts 
suggest that scovia killed the child.

When we left that evening, four 
children still had to be interviewed 
the next day. We worked until 
late that night on the interview 
summaries, integrating the 
information from the files. 

Day 3
We woke up early and headed straight 
to the remand home, where we 
finished the remaining interviews. 
one case involved a 14-year-old 
orphan from the Congo who moved 
to Uganda when he was young. a 
policeman found him in the streets 
(his parents had died) and allowed 
the boy to live with him because they 
were both members of the lango 
tribe. at the barracks, the other boys 
living there rejected him because of 
his distinctive tribal look. Hopelessly 
discouraged, he stole a gun from the 
storage area to kill himself. He was 
arrested for possession of a firearm.

Throughout the process, we determined 
that several of the children were 
innocent of their crimes, but this was 
not the case with all of them. one boy 
stole the keys to a store, opened it 
up at night, and stole the equivalent 
of $40 and a tin of bubblegum. 
He bought a cell phone and some 
clothes, and chewed the gum with his 
friends. He admitted to the crime.

after finishing all the interviews, we 
took time to play soccer with the 
children before returning to our briefs. 
That evening was frenzied as we 
worked as fast as possible to integrate 
our summary notes into a briefing 
template. The printer we brought 
from the U.s. worked overtime as we 
printed out drafts and made edits, and 
again we worked late into the night. 

Ray Boucher ( far right) explains the briefs to 
the children while Henry ( far left) translates.
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Day 4
Before daylight, we spread out typing, 
editing, and printing. By the end of 
the day, we had written 21 briefs and 
scheduled the children’s trials with 
the court. Throughout the process, we 
worked collaboratively with the Ugandan 
government offices. The Department 
of Public Prosecutions provided police 
reports, the high court provided court files 
and indictments, and the probation office 
worked with us to track down witnesses. 

after completing the briefs, we presented 
them to the presiding justice, Justice 
ralph ochan, who, after reviewing 
the briefs, indicated that most of 
the cases would be dismissed.

We had promised the children that we 
would make one last visit to the remand 
home before we left. When we arrived, 
we gathered everyone together and said 
our goodbyes. Boucher showed them 
an example of the briefs we prepared 
on their behalf, and we passed out 
food, school supplies, and photographs 
of each child (their favorite).

as we were about to leave, they sang 
us a song—a song they all seemed to 
know. The first verse was in swahili, 
and then the next two verses were in 
english. It was a simple song: “Let the 
Spirit of the Lord Come Down . . . Let 
the Angels of the Lord Come Down.” 
These kids certainly need just that. 

At press time, 19 of the 21 children 
have been released, all but one 
of whom returned home to their 
awaiting families. The boy who stole 
the gun and had no home to return 
to was placed into a Christian foster 
home with other Lango boys. 

Jim Gash returned to Uganda in 
April to advocate for Henry in 
another case. Henry was released 
from all charges on May 14 and 
returned home. He and Joseph began 
school at the Restore Leadership 
Academy in Gulu, Uganda, in May.
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Alumnus André Birotte 
Represents More Than 
18 Million Californians as 
United States Attorney.

 A film executive and his spouse paid 
bribes to a thai tourism official to secure 
lucrative film festival contracts. 

 two men in a homegrown, prison-
based terrorist cell conspired to attack 
military facilities and Jewish targets.

 two orange County women schemed 
to bilk $34 million from health 
insurance companies by billing for 
unnecessary medical procedures. 

by emily DiFrisco

t hese are actual cases handled 
by the united states 

Attorney’s Office for the Central 
District of California—a district 
that includes Los Angeles and six 
other counties and serves more 
than 18 million people. At the 
helm of the 275-attorney office, is 
pepperdine alumnus André Birotte 
(JD ’91), who was nominated by 
president Obama in December 
and took office in early march.

“it’s so far beyond my wildest 
dreams that i would even get this job,” 
says Birotte, who is the first African 
American man to serve in this post. 
“i am honored and humbled to be 
given this incredible opportunity.” 
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Birotte’s office is the second largest U.S. 
attorney’s office in the country, the first being 
Washington, D.C., where crimes such as jaywalk-
ing are considered a federal offense and are 
processed through its office. The Central District 
of California office has roughly 275 assistant 
U.S. attorneys with a rotating number of special 
assistants on loan from other departments. 

The office also has one of the most diverse 
practices of any public law firm. “We have a civil 
division, a tax division, and a criminal division,” 

Birotte explains. “Within our criminal 
division, we handle a myriad of 

cases, violent crime, narcot-
ics, fraud, and human 
trafficking. You name it and 
we probably cover it.”

Birotte, whose position 
requires Secret Service 
protection, calls the 
diversity of cases a plus 
for the community. “One 
of the beauties of the job 
is that these are the kind 
of cases that have a direct 

impact on the communi-
ties that we serve, whether 

it’s the person who has been 
swindled out of their retire-

ment because of some fraud-
ster or the community that’s 

affected by violent gang activity.”
In his first few months as 

U.S. attorney, Birotte has hit 
the ground running. “If there is 

anything typical about my days it’s 
that every day is completely different,” 
he says of the schedule that sends him 
throughout the Southland daily. 

In this early stage, Birotte is spend-
ing time meeting the stakeholders 
and with what he calls the “alphabet 
soup” of law enforcement agencies: 
FBI, DAs, ATF, ICE, etc. He has also 

committed to getting to know all of 
his 275 assistant U.S. attorneys. 

“That’s what cars, trains, and video 
conferencing are for,” he says of the 
lofty goal. “We have a responsibility 
to groom, nurture, and develop our 
employees. I want them to get to 
know me during my tenure here.”

Working again in the office where he served 
more than 10 years ago as an assistant U.S. 
attorney is a particularly satisfying experience 
for Birotte. The office has changed in many 
ways, the most visible change being the size. 
When he first arrived, he was determinded to 
make the rounds on the four floors the office 
occupies. The only problem was that while the 
office had four floors in 1999—now it has 10. 

Getting to the top of the U.S. attorney’s 
office was a long road for Birotte, who 
grew up in Newark, New Jersey, the son 
of Haitian immigrants. He attended Tufts 
University for his undergraduate studies in 
order to experience living in Boston before 
Pepperdine lured him to the West Coast.

Professors who served as mentors made the 
difference for Birotte. “I always felt from the 
moment I got there that I was supported by 
the school,” he says of the faculty. “From the 
time I came in as a student, I was introduced 
to law professors who had worked in the 
district attorney’s office and public defender’s 
office, in addition to former assistant U.S. 
attorneys, and they supported me.”

Through networking, Birotte landed 
externships at the U.S. attorney’s office and 
the public defender’s office. The externships 
provided the foot in the door he needed in 
order to be hired as a deputy public defender 
in the Los Angeles County Public Defender 
Office upon graduation. Three years later, he 
was hired as an assistant U.S. attorney before 
serving for three years as assistant inspector 
general of the Los Angeles Police Department. 

During that time, he met fellow Pepperdine 
alumnus Rick Caruso ( JD ’83), who was 
the president of the Police Commission for 
the City of Los Angeles. It was Caruso who 
appointed Birotte inspector general of the 
Los Angeles Police Department in 2003.

The multifaceted position involved oversee-
ing a staff of 32 employees, which included 
lawyers, professional auditors, and former law 
enforcement executives. Birotte was responsible 
for conducting and overseeing LAPD internal 
investigations and audits to ensure compliance 
with both LAPD policies and mandates from 
the federal Civil Rights Consent Degree.

“The organization at that time had the 
reputation for being very insular,” says Birotte of 
the commission. “Navigating within that quasi-
military structure, while at the same time trying 
to build bridges between the community and 
the police department, had its challenges.”
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“it’s the kind of job where, quite frankly, at 
some point someone may not be happy with 
you,” he continues. “The community mem-
bers may not be happy with you based on a 
decision, the officers may not be happy with 
you based on a decision. i spent a lot of time 
developing the relationships on both sides of 
the spectrum, and i think i was able to help 
our office gain a reputation such that they felt, 
whether they agreed or disagreed with our 
decisions, that those decisions were based 
on the facts and were principled decisions.”

Caruso was impressed by Birotte’s tenure 

as inspector general. “André is a smart and 
thoughtful lawyer,” he says. “He fulfilled his 
duties in the department with exemplary 
style and a great degree of insight and grace. 
it’s no surprise to me that he was nominated 
to be u.s. attorney for Los Angeles. i have 
no doubt that he’ll exceed the standard 
of excellence in the department.”

California senator Dianne Feinstein 
took notice of Birotte’s success as inspec-
tor general. When she recommended 
him to president Obama, she cited his 
support from both the police officers he 

investigated and the various community 
groups who turned to his office with com-
plaints regarding alleged police abuses.

When asked about his advice for law 
students who want to be u.s. attorneys, 
Birotte advised students to work hard in 
school and get involved in moot court and 
trial teams. “i would submit that whether 
you want to go into the civil arena or the 
criminal arena, no matter what practice you 
get into, you’re going to have to speak in front 
of the public,” he says. “getting involved with 
moot court and trial practice, those are skills 
you can take with you wherever you go.”

“i took advantage of externships in law 
school,” he continues. “it’s not only an oppor-
tunity for you to earn credit, but also to learn 
what it’s like in the day-to-day life of being a 
prosecutor, public defender, or city attorney.”

When he’s not in the office, Birotte rides 
his Harley Davidson motorcycle and spends 
as much time as possible with his wife and 
three young children. When he is in his office 
or on the road throughout the southland, his 
biggest concern is running the u.s. attorney’s 
office in a way that serves the community. 
He concludes, “i want to generate the kind of 
cases that are responsive to the entire district. 
We want to have a footprint and a presence 
in all seven counties that we represent.” 

  Worked as a deputy public defender 
in the Los Angeles County Public 
Defender Office, where he represented 
clients charged with felony and 
misdemeanor offenses in criminal 
proceedings such as preliminary 
hearings, pretrial conferences, and 
arraignments and more than 30 trials. 

  Hired as an assistant U.S. attorney 
for the Central District of California, 
a post he held from 1995 to 1999. 

  Worked at the Quinn Emanuel 
law firm, where he represented 
clients in white-collar crime and 
commercial litigation matters.

  Served for three years as assistant 
inspector general of the Los Angeles 
Police Department before his six 
years as inspector general.

  Received the Wind Beneath My 
Wings Award from the National 
Association of Black Law Enforce-
ment Executives in 2008.

  Was honored as Pepperdine’s 
Distinguished Alumnus of 2010, and 
spoke at commencement on May 21. 

one oF the beAuties oF the Job is thAt these Are the kind oF 
CAses thAt hAve A direCt impACt on the Communities thAt 
we serve, whether it’s the person who hAs been swindled 
out oF their retirement beCAuse oF some FrAudster or 
the Community thAt’s AFFeCted by violent gAng ACtivity.

The Central District of California is made 
up of seven counties: Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Barbara, and Ventura. The district 
extends from the Pacific Ocean on the West 
to the Nevada and Arizona borders on the 
East, covering over 40,000 square miles.

BiRoTTe’S FAST FACTS:

JustiCe 
for all
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They are overworked and underpaid. Their 
offices are often critically understaffed. 
They take on cases ranging from the 
mundane to the inhumane, arguing 
day after day in front of juries who are 
apt to put away their clients simply 
because of their station in life.

They are public defenders—lawyers 
paid by the government to represent 
those charged with crimes who 
cannot afford an attorney. 
pepperdine has more than 64 
public defenders in its alumni 
ranks, upholding this crucial 
part of our justice system every 
day. The four featured here 
are passionate and quite 
possibly exhausted, yet they 
are determined to give 
their clients first-rate legal 
representation and to lift the 
banner of justice for all. 



JustiCe 
for all

pepperdine’s public 

Defenders raise the 

Banner of Justice for 

indigent people in 

their Communities

by samantha Troup

WeB exCLusiVe:
Visit our Web site at law.pepperdine.edu/pepperdinelaw/justice to read 
about two students who are pursuing careers in the public defense field.
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When she was a young girl, 
Lashae Henderson had the 
chance to go to court with 

her mother, who was a court reporter. she 
loved watching trials, and decided that she 
wanted to be an attorney or “the one talking.”

Her family paved the way for her career in 
public defense too. After her parents passed 
away, she had to figure out how to become 
the legal guardian for her siblings. “i saw 
what it felt like to be helpless in the system 
and to be scared stiff about what is going 
to happen to your family,” she explains. 
“To be able to do that for somebody else, 
to stand there and let them know what is 
going on and to be an advocate for people is 
something that i feel very passionate about.” 

After law school and before she passed 
the bar, she fought for her younger brother 
to get the help that he needed to function 
outside of the juvenile court system. 
Henderson researched options for her 
brother and when his trial date came, she 
was able to plead his case to the judge, both 
as his legal guardian and as his attorney. 

impressed with Henderson’s tenacity 
and dedication, the opposing attorney in 
the case told her that she should be a public 
defender in the Los Angeles County public 
Defender Office—where the attorney 
worked. Henderson passed the bar, applied 
for a position, and was accepted. Later, 
she found out that the woman who had 
recommended her was one of the most 
experienced public defenders in the office.

now Henderson works primarily with 
juveniles on cases ranging from a young boy 
who stole a sandwich because he was hungry, 
to more serious cases. “Being in juvenile law 
has been very rewarding because they’re kids,” 
she explains. “if you can get them connected 
with services they need, you can help prevent 
them from living their life with a disability 
that they didn’t even know they have. i look 
at my job as a way of counseling these kids.”

Henderson calls the public defender office 
a supportive environment because of the 
nature of the work. At the end of the day, 
nothing compares to the satisfaction she 
feels when she sees her clients’ faces after 
they receive a good outcome. “i’m just very 
practical and very real with what i do,” she 
says. “Those in need shouldn’t get run over 
just because they can’t afford an attorney.” 

LaShae Henderson (Jd ’03)

to be able to do that for somebody else, 
to stand there and let them know what is 

going on and to be an advocate for people is 
something that i feel very passionate about.

LaShae Henderson
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scott Van Camp had always wanted 
to be a district attorney. During law 
school, he did a summer externship 

at a public defender’s office thinking he would 
“see what the other side was like,” and his 
career path was completely changed. “When 
i started doing the work i found that i really 
liked it a lot,” he remembers. “i found it to 
be challenging and rewarding, and i also felt 
that it was important to help those people 
who are indigent and obviously facing very 
serious consequences in the system.”

Van Camp works in the writs and appeals 
section of the Orange County public 
Defender Office as a deputy public defender. 
“You can affect all of the defendants in the 
state with one case,” he says of his work. 

“To me liberty is the most important thing 
that anyone has, certainly much more than 
money,” he continues, explaining that there 
are critical areas of the law that have not 
changed to help the accused in ways that they 
need. “The three strikes law (which enforces 
mandatory sentencing) is making it harder 
for public defenders to help their clients get 
fair treatment within the justice system.”

Van Camp finds his purpose in representing 
clients with serious problems. “A large 
percentage of them have either some degree 
of mental disorder and/or a substance-
abuse problem,” he says. “To me these 
are the kind of the people in our society 
who need representation the most. They 
need lawyers who are truly dedicated.”

Van Camp, who credits pepperdine’s 
trial teams for teaching him how speak in 
court, feels that public defense is a calling 
due to its unique position within the 
law community. “Believing in what i’m 
doing keeps me motivated,” he says. 

Another motivator is a tip he picked up 
from professor Doug Kmiec’s constitutional 
course years ago. “He showed us that he 
always carries around a pocket copy of the 
Constitution, and he does that to remind 
himself that this is why he does what he does,” 
Van Camp explains. “And frankly, i stole 
that from him because when i go to court 
i always have a copy of the Constitution in 
my pocket. As much as i enjoy and work 
hard for individual clients i feel like what 
i’m really doing is helping to ensure that our 
Constitution is enforced and followed.”

Scott Van Camp (Jd ’99)

to me these are kind of the people in our 
society who need representation the most. 
They need lawyers who are truly dedicated.
Scott van Camp
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a defense lawyer has 
a gratifying potential 
for effecting positive 

outcomes, whether through 
effective negotiation or 
effective trial advocacy.

Barbara Mcdonald

Barbara McDonald (Jd ’73) & Christine McDonald (Jd ’94)

The mother and daughter 
pair are both alumnae of 
the school of Law and both 

served as public defenders in Orange 
County. Barbara, who is now retired, 
served for more than 35 years as a public 
defender, first in Orange County and later 
in san Diego County. she first became 
interested in the profession when she 
worked as a counselor at the Orange 
County Juvenile Hall, where she found 
many aspects of the job “troubling.”

“i was bothered by the prevailing 
attitude toward the minors housed there, 
and by practices by probation officers and 
some of the juvenile hall administration,” 
says Barbara. “my misgivings coalesced 
into a belief that more could be 
done for the juvenile charges from 
outside that system than inside.” 

After completing her law degree at 
pepperdine, where she was a standout 
student and the editor-in-chief of the 
inaugural Pepperdine Law Review, 
Barbara started on the path to help 
children from the outside as a public 
defender. “my clients were, for the most 
part, greatly disadvantaged people, 
but not the evil geniuses so often 
portrayed in crime novels,” she says. 

in addition to representing countless 
disadvantaged clients, Barbara had the 
opportunity to help create a new law. 
The case involved a mr. Cegars, who 
was charged with attempted murder 

and assault with a deadly weapon for 
stabbing his adult son and his sister. The 
son and sister, who had been drinking 
heavily, had broken into his home in the 
middle of night. According to Barbara, 
mr. Cegars, who had previously been 
homeless and was terrified of being 
harmed in his sleep, seemed genuinely 
confused about the events that night.

Barbara contacted Dr. merrill mitler 
at the sleep clinic at scripps research 
institute, who tested mr. Cegars and 
found that he had a rare sleep disorder 
akin to sleepwalking. Because the disorder 
was not yet listed in the Diagnostic and 
statistical manual (Dsm), which lists 
recognized psychological disorders and 
conditions, the trial judge did not let the 
doctor testify regarding the disorder. 
mr. Cegars was convicted, and later 
the case was overturned on appeal. The 
court declared that the judge should 
have allowed Dr. mitler’s testimony, 
and the case resulted in a new law and 
clarification of rules relating to the 
admission of expert-opinion testimony.

“A defense lawyer has a gratifying 
potential for effecting positive outcomes, 
whether through effective negotiation 
or effective trial advocacy,” says Barbara 
of her long career. “Despite any stress, 
i have thoroughly enjoyed being a 
lawyer and have had the greatest of 
good fortune to have been able to 
handle many, many interesting cases.” 

Daughter Christine mcDonald grew 
up hearing her mother’s stories about 
representing those less fortunate. As the 
daughter of two attorneys, Christine was 
drawn to the profession. “i believe strongly in 
what we do in representing the indigent, and 
in defending the Constitution,” says Christine. 
“Having been introduced to those concepts 
by my parents, i grew up with those ideals.”

Christine transitioned straight from 
law school to the Orange County public 
Defender Office, where she has 16 years of 
experience in a job she calls addictive. “i have 
clients that i don’t want to let go [to other 
attorneys’ care],” she says of knowing that 
each case will be life changing for the client.

“in a lot of ways we are giving people a 
second chance,” she says of one of her top 
motivating factors. Her attitude toward her 
clients is one of respect and care. “i’m not 
here to judge whether or not you can change. 
i’m just here to give you the resources.” 

Working directly with clients often 
results in an inside look into their lives, says 
Christine. many grew up with little resources 
and feel that they have never had anyone “in 
their corner.” The potential for positively 
impacting their lives is huge. she explains, 
“You work very closely with the clients over 
a long period of time, and eventually you 
can help get these people back on track.” 
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melissa Thornsberry can clearly 
recount the moment she decided 
to be a lawyer. During the summer 

after her sophomore year at Wheaton 
College she visited a high school for young 

mothers in santiago, Chile, where she 
connected with the women as they took 
care of their children between classes. 

in one conversation, a high school student 
asked Thornsberry what she wanted to 
do after graduating. instead of “i don’t 
know,” she gave an answer out of the blue: 
become a lawyer. The student replied 

that she too had wanted to be a lawyer 
and noted that Thornsberry “could 

do a lot of good as a lawyer.”

The conversation sealed the 
deal for Thornsberry, who 

envisioned helping others 
with her law degree. 

Little did she know 
that she would 

have so many 
opportunities to 

be of service 
during law 
school. As 
a recent 
graduate, 
Thornsberry 

has left her 
own indelible 

mark on the school. 
she has been a staff member 

on the Pepperdine Law 
Review, research assistant 
for professor Bob Cochran, 
student mentor, and highly 
successful oral advocate 
on the moot court team. 

But perhaps her greatest contributions have been to 
the spiritual life on campus. she served as president 
of the Christian Legal society during her second year 
and as a spiritual life advisor to the deans all three 
years. she also coordinated the weekly Bible study at 
Vice Dean Tim perrin’s home during her third year. 

“melissa has been a remarkable spiritual leader 
at the law school during her time as a student,” 
says Dean perrin. “under her leadership 
we had as many as 90 students at the Bible 
study, smashing our previous record.” 

professor Cochran credits Thornberry’s “wise, 
humble leadership” for the growth of the Bible 
study. Third-year student Aaron echols says 
she grew the group by being a good friend to 
classmates, maintaining a positive attitude, 
and showing true Christian love to others. 

During the summer after her second year, 
Thornsberry’s desire to make a difference landed her 
an internship in the legal department of World Vision 
international, where she was able to be an advocate 
for people in need across the globe. After reflecting 
for a time about what to do post-graduation, she 
accepted a job as a Fellow with the presidential 
management Fellowship program, where she will 
work as a program manager at the space and missile 
systems Center at Los Angeles Air Force Base.  

“i am excited to begin my career by working for 
the federal government and serving my country, 
even in a small way,” she says. Wherever her 
career takes her, Thornsberry will no doubt 
make an impact as a leader in her chosen field. 

“pepperdine has given me so many great 
opportunities,” she reflects. “i found 
my stride and my calling here.” 

THirD-YeAr sTuDenT meLissA THOrnsBerrY LeAVes An 
inDeLiBLe mArK On THe spiriTuAL LiFe AT pepperDine. 

A Case of
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orange County medical 
malpractice attorney 
DANiEL HODES rights 
the wrongs of negligent 
health care.

by sarah Fisher

The Lawyer  
Will See You Now
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“i was able to argue 
that the hmo had 
protocols for everything 
imaginable to save 
money, yet none for 
reviewing records of 
a new patient,” says 
hodes of a young wife 
and mother who had 
died of cervical cancer 
misdiagnosed as 
bladder cancer. “they 
were more concerned 
with counting money 
than with patient care.”

“in college, i tried out for the school 
play and, to the chagrin of the theatre 
majors, got a nice role in an Agatha 
Christie play,” recalls Hodes, who was an 
undergraduate business major at state 
university of new York in Oswego. 

Having already considered law school, 
he realized he could combine law and 
theatre in a career that would perfectly 
suit his talents—as a trial lawyer. 

Hodes came to pepperdine for law school, 
where he was president of the student Bar 
Association. upon graduation, he landed 
a job at a firm specializing in medical 
malpractice. Besides a six-year period as a 
defense lawyer, he has stayed in the field with 
the firm of Lopez Hodes for 20 years, before 
founding Hodes milman two years ago. 

With his energetic, indefatigable 
courtroom style, Hodes won the two 
largest wrongful death victories in Orange 
County’s history. in 1997 he proved 
that an HmO failed to diagnose a young 
woman’s cervical cancer in time, and in 
2006 he defeated an urgent care center for 
negligently discharging a man with chest 
pains who died of a heart attack hours later. 

Last fall, Hodes made the headlines 
again when he settled a 15-year-old 
stolen eggs and embryos case against 
the university of California at irvine.

He first heard about the uC irvine case 
in the mid-1990s, and was astonished to 
learn that couples who had undergone 

fertility treatment at the institution in the 
late 1980s—including egg harvesting and the 
creation of embryos for implantation—had 
discovered their genetic property had been 
sold to other couples without their consent. 

“At that point i had never before seen 
such a profound breach of medical ethics,” 
says Hodes, who represented a dozen 
couples and 137 separate incidents. “One 
woman, who had been struggling for years 
to become pregnant without success, 
produced eggs through ovarian stimulation, 
some of which were given to friends of 
these two doctors. some of these friends 
produced children. getting to know these 
couples was a very moving experience.”

One couple, shirel and steve Crawford, 
received a $675,000 settlement but still 
wonder what happened to their two embryos 
given to someone listed as “mrs. s,” in 
documents. The Crawfords never had a 
child because they ran out of embryos and 
money to pay for more fertility treatments. 

“Our children are still out there 
somewhere,” shirel told the Los Angeles 
Times. “maybe someday they will find us.” 

securing justice for devastated fertility 
patients, including payments totaling 
more than $24 million, was a satisfying 
experience for a lawyer who fights in the 
hopes of preventing future negligence.

“i would like to think that fertility doctors 
who are thinking of going astray will now 
think twice,” says Hodes. He adds that 
plaintiff’s attorneys often suffer a negative 
public image despite helping to bring about 
protective laws through civil action, such as 
the laws regarding seat belts. “Our actions 
make the world a safer place,” he says.

His 1997 victory against the Friendly 
Hills medical group of La Habra, which 
has since closed its doors, on behalf of the 
family of a young wife and mother has, he 
hopes, led to increased vigilance by HmOs 
in their safekeeping of patient records.

“This woman’s death certificate indicated 
she died of bladder cancer,” Hodes recalls. 
Channeling his inner detective, he set about 

WiTh a STyLe ThaT iS 
ParT DeTecTive anD ParT 
TheSPian, DanieL hODeS 
( JD ’81) giveS agaTha 
chriSTie The creDiT fOr 
inSPiring hiS career aS One 
Of The MOST SucceSSfuL 
MeDicaL MaLPracTice TriaL 
LawyerS in Orange cOunTy, 
caLifOrnia. 
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proving that she actually died of cervical 
cancer through DnA testing from a biopsy 
specimen, while proving that Friendly 
Hills failed to review her medical history 
after she moved to their health plan.

“Her former ob-gyn wanted to keep a 
close eye on abnormal cervical smear results 
and had forwarded her records, but the 
HmO did not review them,” he says. “This 
was the most fun part of the case, as i was 
able to argue that the HmO had protocols 
for everything imaginable to save money, 
yet none for reviewing records of a new 
patient. They were more concerned with 
counting money than with patient care.”

it is such misplacement of priorities that 
drives Hodes “to be there as an advocate” 
for those who usually cannot speak for 
themselves. He secured a $10.96 million 
victory for the family of the young woman. 

As a subspecialty, Hodes often represents 
women with breast cancer, as it is not 
uncommon for a diagnosis to be delayed 
past the point of curable treatment. The 
hardest part of the job, he says, is turning 
down clients when their situations are 
heartbreaking but impossible to prove.

“if it’s a case that, based on my analysis, 
i don’t believe i’ll win, then i won’t take it,” 
he explains. “The challenge is that a lot can, 
and will, go wrong in the medical profession, 
but i have to interpret whether something 
is legally actionable or if things went wrong 
because sometimes ‘stuff’ just happens.”

The most professionally gratifying 
situations occur for Hodes when he knows 
a case is provable and actionable, but the 
party accused of negligence believes he and 
his client stand no chance against them. This 
often happens in the conservative county 
where, according to an Orange County 
superior Court judge, only 6.7 percent of 
malpractice plaintiff’s win their cases. 

The case against Friendly Hills was won 
with no pretrial offer, as was his second 
largest wrongful death victory for Orange 
County in 2006, argued on behalf of the 
family of 39-year-old rodney robbins.

robbins was released from an Orange 
County urgent care center on June 30, 2003, 
by two doctors who misdiagnosed unstable 
angina as gastroesophageal reflux disease 
following a treadmill stress test. Less than 
an hour after he was discharged from the 
hospital, his heart gave out and he died. 
The hospital offered no settlement money, 
and Hodes successfully argued that the 
stress test was an ineffective and potentially 
harmful method of testing the root cause of 
chest pains. He won a total of $5.3 million 
for robbins’ wife and two small children.

“To be able to turn the case around and 
win as resoundingly as we did was wonderful 
for the family,” says Hodes, adding that the 
impact these premature deaths have on 
family members can be overwhelming and 
heartbreaking. “i was recently representing 
a 7-year-old girl who testified in court 
that when she grows up she wants to be 
an angel in heaven with her mom.”

As a soccer and baseball dad to three 
young children—“i’ve never missed a 
game or not coached one of their teams,” 
he says—and the brother of a physician 
in ethiopia, Hodes says it’s impossible to 
not become emotionally involved with his 
clients. His advice to other young lawyers 
is to harness those emotions to create a 
stronger case and fight harder for the clients.

“You need to allow yourself a certain 
amount of vulnerability and understand that 
lawyers are more than analytic machines,” he 
says. “We are representing real people who 
suffered real tragedies, and you have to allow 
yourself to be affected to a certain degree.”

A self-confessed competitive guy who 
jokes that he would like his three children 
to become lawyers so they could found a 
four-Hodes law firm, Hodes sees himself 
staying in the field for a long time. He 
remains committed to advocating for 
innocent people who have been devastatingly 
let down by medical providers.

“people come to me at a very down 
moment in their lives, and i mean that 
physically, emotionally, and financially. 
And to have the opportunity to impact 
them in a positive way in all those areas,” 
says Hodes, “Well, it’s very gratifying.” 

“At that point i had 
never before seen 
such a profound 
breach of medical 
ethics,” says hodes 
of the uC irvine 
stolen embryo cases. 

“one woman, who 
had been struggling 
for years to become 
pregnant without 
success, produced 
eggs through 
ovarian stimulation, 
some of which were 
given to friends of 
these two doctors.”
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professor shelley ross sAxer distills the controversy 
surrounding the coveted natural resource. 

Are There Property Rights in

s I’ve always told my 
first-year students, “It’s 
all about property!” 
Property rights are so 
much a part of a person’s 
persona that neighbors 
fight neighbors and 
people will kill over a 
property dispute.

There have been gunfights over water in 
the arid West. it was mark Twain who 
was believed to have said, “Whiskey is 
for drinking; water is for fighting over.” 
And the Wild West of the united states 
isn’t the only place water disputes 
have encouraged violence. in 2007 
in sydney, Australia, a 66-year-old 
man watering his lawn was beaten to 
death by his neighbor after arguing 
over the city’s water restrictions. 
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 ThE CURREnT “wATER wARS” In CALIFoRnIA 

illustrate the importance of water rights, but are 

water rights actual property rights in the same way we 

think about land? as a property-rights person, my first 

inclination was to say yes, of course! However, as I 

recently taught Water resources law for the first time, 

I realized that I was unsure as to whether water rights 

are or even should be considered private property.

i wrote a law review article titled, “The 
Fluid nature of property rights in Water” 
just to figure out for myself the extent of these 
rights. During my research, i discovered 
that others also found this to be a difficult 
question and that the law in regard to 
this question was “surprisingly unsettled” 
with no consistent answers. But does it 
really matter whether we call the right to 
water a property right or a right to use?


The nature of property rights in water is 

based upon state law. uncertainty in defining 
these rights can impact how federal, state, and 
local jurisdictions regulate water rights and 
resolve conflicts among users. in addition, this 
uncertainty may negatively affect the success 
of water-rights markets as we seek to use 
economic theory to put this scarce resource 
to its highest and most efficient use. in my 
article, i looked at water rights first based on 
surface water cases and jurisprudence, then 
based on groundwater resources. i finally 
looked briefly at rainwater issues in states.

Water is an unusual resource that 
does not fit into our standard property 
characteristics. it is constantly changing form, 
quantity, and location and it is difficult to 
exclusively possess. if it is treated as private 
property, then extensive regulation by the 
government may require compensation 
under the Takings Clause, but if it is 
considered a communal right to use based 
upon public need, then the government 

decides how to distribute water without 
the need to pay those who feel deprived.

When examining rights to surface water, 
i found that the authorities are split as to 
whether these rights should be considered 
property. regardless of whether surface water 
claims were based on prior appropriation 
or on riparian rights, authorities vacillated 
between whether water rights should be 
considered property in the traditional 
sense, or whether they are merely rights 
to use the water. some state constitutions 
define water rights as protected property, 
while others declare that waters of the state 
belong to the state for the use of its people. 
What then is the right answer or what 
should be the right answer? even if water 
rights are considered to be property, they 
are limited by doctrines requiring that the 
water be put to reasonable and sometimes 
beneficial use. The public trust doctrine is 
also used to limit the right in some states 
and federal reserved water rights limit state 
and private rights when there is federal land 
management or indian reservations involved. 
Finally, the federal navigational servitude 
prevents a riparian owner from obstructing 
navigation and limits private rights when 
the government acts to protect navigation.

Although many of my friends and 
colleagues will disagree with me, and as 
much as i would like to find private property 
rights in water, it just doesn’t make sense to 
me to consider water to be subject to private 
ownership. Water has consistently been 
referred to as a usufructory right. A usufruct 

does not confer ownership—it only allows its 
holder to take and use the water. if someone 
must own the water in order to control its 
usage, then under the public trust doctrine, 
the people should own the water with the 
state holding title to it in trust for the people. 

instead of using the bundle of sticks 
analogy for landownership, water rights 
should be viewed as a license to use, similar 
to federal grazing rights or fishing rights. 
such licenses to use will be revocable 
by the state or federal government in 
order to protect the public good and 
will not be subject to a takings claim for 
just compensation under the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments when revoked. 

management of natural resources has 
changed over the years. Whereas our country 
initially encouraged exploitation of wildlife, 
forests, and minerals and the settlement 
of the West through irrigation, we have 
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turned to preservation through the national 
park system, environmental sustainability, 
limitations on fish catches and cattle grazing, 
and the preservation of in-stream water 
flows to protect endangered species.

surprisingly, claims of landowners to 
groundwater underlying their property do 
not fare much better than claims to surface 
water rights, even in the face of the old 
property maxim that “to whomsoever the 
soil belongs, owns also to the sky and to 
the depths.” in many jurisdictions, there is 
no right to groundwater based solely upon 
ownership of the overlying land and, instead, 
water must be appropriated and applied to 
beneficial use—just as with surface water. 

public ownership of this right was upheld 
by the united states supreme Court under 
the federal reserved rights doctrine in 
Cappaert v. United states (1976), where 
the Court held that “the united states can 

protect its water from subsequent diversion, 
whether the diversion is of surface or 
groundwater.” The ownership of aquifers 
underlying landowners and used for storage 
of water is also subject to public appropriation 
without compensation. in California and 
nebraska, for example, the state may 
allow others to use these underground 
storage structures without compensating 
the overlying landowner because these 
structures are deemed to be state property.

There are three surface water doctrines 
and five different common law groundwater 
doctrines. This variation in state legal 
doctrines reflects the failure to manage these 

water resources with a unified approach. 
However, some jurisdictions have applied 
the public trust doctrine to both groundwater 
and surface water and have not distinguished 
between them. The Hawaii supreme Court 
decision in waiahole (2000) illustrates this 
state’s willingness to view groundwater 
and surface water as inexorably connected 
and deserving of protection by the state.

rainwater rights may also be subject to 
state ownership and control because of the 
interconnectedness of rainwater to surface 
water and groundwater. some states make 
it illegal to collect rainwater on your own 
property because such collection impacts 
surface and groundwater supplies. However, 
states also realize that encouraging rainfall 
collection is good in arid areas. The state 
should have the right under the public 
trust doctrine to allow revocable access 

to this resource in order to encourage 
efficient collection, but manage any adverse 
impacts to surface and groundwater flow.

if water is owned by the government in 
trust for the people, the government may 
reserve water for the public benefit, such as 
for the protection of endangered species. 
Although the government should be held 
fiscally responsible for contract breaches 
when it promises an allocation of water and 
fails to deliver, such actions should not be 
subject to a takings claim since water is a 
mere usufruct, not a property right that can 
be “taken.” The government should also be 
prohibited from unconstitutional “givings” 
by allowing water users to gain access to this 
precious resource for a price that is severely 
less than the resource’s value given the 
capital invested in dams and reservoirs to 
assure such a source. Certainly, those who 
have received the state’s largesse should not 
be permitted to assert a takings claim when 
the government needs to withdraw its gift.

Defining water rights as property is not 
required in order to develop an efficient 
water marketing scheme. Tradable permits 
for air emissions and fisheries do not 
rely on private property rights in clean 
air or property rights in the actual fish in 
the ocean. indeed, the commodification 
and privatization of water by granting 
property rights to private individuals 
and corporations is raising international 
concerns and cries of the importance of 
human rights to access water for survival.


i do not have a solution as to how 

existing water rights held by farmers, 
municipalities, and others can be transformed 
from perceived property rights into mere 
licenses. However, i believe it is important 
to examine underlying expectations as to 
property rights in water and recognize that 
the right to use water is a usufructory right, 
not subject to private ownership.  instead, 
our water resources should be managed by 
the state as revocable licenses allowing uses 
that do not conflict with the public good. 

saxer’s article, “The Fluid Nature of Property Rights 
in water,” will be published in the fall 2010 issue of 
the Duke environmental Law & policy Forum.

Indeed, the commodification 
and privatization of water by 
granting property rights to private 
individuals and corporations is 
raising international concerns and 
cries of the importance of human 
rights to access water for survival.
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roger P. alford

robert anderson iv

Measuring Meta-Doctrine: An empirical 
Assessment of Judicial Minimalism in the 
supreme Court, 32 Harv. J.L. & pub. 
pol’y 1045 (2009).

h. Mitchell Caldwell

 Unpredictable Doom and Lethal 
Injustice: An Argument for Greater 
Transparency in Death Penalty 
Decisions (with Carol A. Chase and 
Christine goodman), Temple L. rev. 
(forthcoming 2010).

Case Files for Basic Trial Advocacy (with 
Carol A. Chase, naomi Harlin goodno, and L. 
Timothy perrin), (Lexisnexis 2009).

donald e. Childress iii

Comity as Conflict: Resituating 
International Comity as Conflict 
of Laws, 44 u.C. Davis L. rev. 1 
(forthcoming).

The role of ethics in international Law 
(Donald earl Childress iii, ed., Cambridge univ. 
press forthcoming).

The role of ethics in international Law, conference 
organizer and moderator, American society of 
international Law, Washington D.C. (nov. 2009).

The Future of Legal Categories, delegate, 
international Association of procedural Law, 
Osgoode Hall, Toronto, Canada (June 2009).

Comity as Conflict: resituating international Comity 
as Conflict of Laws, speaker, Journal of private 
international Law Biannual Conference, new York 
university school of Law (Apr. 2009).

herbert e. Cihak
 son of sam; son of sam Laws, in 
The encyclopedia of American 
and Criminal Law Justice (with 
Jessica Drewitz), (Facts on File, inc. 
forthcoming).

Direct Democracy, in political encyclopedia 
of u.s. states and regions (Donald p. Haider-
markel & michael A. Card eds., CQ press 2009).

Library issues: staffing and Costs, speaker, 
Chinese-united states Conference on Legal 
information and Law Libraries, Beijing, China 
(may 2009).

robert F. Cochran, Jr.

Is There a Higher Law? Does it Matter? 
Law Review symposium Introduction, 36 
pepp. L. reV. 1  (2009) (symposium 
issue).

 Christian Traditions, Culture, and Law: possible 
Futures, speaker, religious Legal Theory Conference, 
seton Hall university school of Law, newark, new 
Jersey (nov. 12, 2009).

Louis Brandeis’ miT Lectures on Law, speaker, 
university of Virginia Faculty Law and Humanities 
Workshop, Charlottesville, Virginia (nov. 9, 2009).

Jack J. Coe, Jr.

 Restating the U.s. Law of International 
Commercial Arbitration (with george 
A. Bermann, Christopher r. Drahozal, 
and Catherine A. rogers), 113 penn. 
st. L. rev. 1333 (2009) (symposium 
issue).

nAFTA Chapter 11 reports, Volume ii (with 
Charles H. Brower and William s. Dodge), (Kluwer 
Law international, forthcoming).

An examination of the Draft Award Circulation 
Provision of the U.s. Model BIT of 2004, in The 
Future of investment Arbitration (roger 
Alford & Catherine rogers eds., Oxford univ. press 
2009).

richard l. Cupp, Jr.

Bioethics and the explosive Rise of 
Animal Law, 9 Am. J. Bioethics 1 
(2009).

Moving Beyond Animal Rights: A Legal/Contractualist 
Critique, 46 san Diego L. rev. 27 (2009).

Preemption’s Rise (and Bit of a Fall) as Products 
Liability Reform: wyeth, Riegel, Altria, and the 
Restatement (Third)’s Prescription Product Design 
Defect standard, 74 Brook. L. rev.727 (2009) 
(symposium issue).

Tort Reform or Tort Restriction: Rhetoric as scorekeeper, 
in materials on Tort reform (Andrew popper 
ed., Thomson/West 2010).

selina Farrell

Tax management, information 
reporting (with paula porpilia), 
(BnA forthcoming 2010).

understanding Legal Citation: The 
Bluebook made easy (et al.), (West forthcoming 
2010).

Christine Chambers 
goodman

(M)Ad Men: Using Persuasion Factors 
in Media Advertisements to Prevent a 
“Tyranny of the Majority” on Ballot 

Propositions, 32 Hastings Comm. & ent. L.J. 247 
(2010).

Protecting the Party Girl: A New Approach for 
evaluating Intoxicated Consent, 2009 BYu L. rev. 57 
(2009).

California evidence Law (Aspen forthcoming).

Keynote Address, speaker, pepperdine Women of 
Color Leadership Dinner, malibu, California (nov. 
16, 2009).

 The Future 
of investment 
Arbitration 
(with Catherine 
rogers), (Oxford 
univ. press 2009).

Lawyers, 
Clients, 
and moral 
responsibility 
(with Thomas L. 
shaffer), (West, 2d 
ed. 2009).
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naomi harlin goodno

Protecting “Any” Child:  The Confidential 
Marital Communications Privilege in 
Child Molestation Cases (forthcoming).

California Three strikes Law, in Opposing 
Viewpoints: mandatory sentencing (gale 
forthcoming).

bernard James

sROs, safe schools, and the Interagency 
Agreement, nAsrO school safety 
Journal, spring 2010.

safe schools, Cell Phones, and the Fourth Amendment, 
nAsrO school safety Journal, Winter 2009.

safe schools and the Law 2009, nAsrO school 
safety Journal, Fall 2009.

The safe schools Movement and sRO Liability, nAsrO 
school safety Journal, summer 2009.

safe schools and special education students, nAsrO 
school safety Journal, spring 2009.

Janet e. kerr

A New era of Responsibility: A 
Modern American for Corporate social 
Responsibility, 78 umKC L. rev. 327 
(2009).

The Creative Capitalism spectrum: evaluating 
Corporate social Responsibility Through  a Legal Lens, 
81 Temple L. rev. 831 (2009).

douglas w. kmiec

The American Constitutional 
Order (with stephen B. presser, John 
C. eastman, and raymond B. marcin), 
(Lexisnexis, 3d edition 2009).

The History, philosophy and structure of 
the American Constitution (with stephen B. 
presser, John C. eastman, and raymond B. marcin), 
(Lexisnexis, 3d edition 2009).

individual rights and the American 
Constitution (with stephen B. presser, John C. 
eastman, and raymond B. marcin), (Lexisnexis, 3d 
edition 2009).

kristine s. knaplund

Can the “Death Tax” Kill Charity 
Too? The Impact of Legislation on 
Charitable Bequests, gonzaga L. rev. 
(forthcoming).

Montana Becomes Third U.s. state to Allow Physician 
Aid in Dying, ABA section on real property, 
Trusts and estates, ereport (forthcoming).

The Right of Privacy and America’s Aging Population, 86 
Denver L. rev. 439 (2009).

edward J. larson

Murder will Out: Rethinking the Right of 
Publicity Through One Classic Case, 62 
rutgers L. rev. 101 (2009).

Biology and the emergence of the eugenics Movement, 
in Biology and ideology (D. Alexander and r. 
numbers eds., Chicago univ. press forthcoming).

Introduction; Author’s Biography, in Charles 
Darwin, Origin of species (modern Library 
2009).

Myth 20: That the scopes Trial ended in Defeat for 
Antievolutionism, in galileo goes to Jail and 
Other myths about science and religion (r. 
numbers ed., Harvard univ. press 2009).

science and Religion in Historical Perspective: Response, 
in recent Themes in the History of science 
and religion (D. Yerxa ed., usC press 2009).

slavery in the election of 1800, in race and science 
(p. Farber & H. Cravens eds., Osu press 2009).

The American Legal Controversy over Creation and 
evolution, speaker, university of michigan (nov. 6, 
2009).

Lecture at play “inherit the Wind,” plenary speaker, 
segal Centre Fall Workshop, montreal, Canada (Oct. 
18, 2009).

eugenics and the Law, speaker, international Darwin 
Conference, university of northwest Territories, 
Darwin, Australia (sept. 24, 2009).

The galapagos and international Conservation Law, 
speaker, galapagos symposium, California Academy 
of sciences, san Francisco, California (Aug. 15, 
2009).

The scopes Trial, speaker, international Academy of 
Trial Lawyers Annual meeting, plenary Address, san 
Francisco, California (Jul. 24, 2009).

science in modern Law, speaker, university of 
Athens, Delphi summer Conference, greece (Jul. 17,  
2009).

samuel J. levine

Rethinking the Legal Reform Agenda: 
will Raising the standards for Bar 
Admission Promote or Undermine 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Rule of 

Law? (with russell g. pearce), 77 Fordham L. rev. 
1635 (2009).

The supreme Court’s Hands-off Approach to Religious 
Doctrine: An Introduction, 84 notre Dame L. rev. 
793 (2009) (symposium issue).

Miranda, Dickerson, and Jewish Legal Theory: The 
Constitutional Rule in a Comparative Analytical 
Framework, 69 md. L. rev. 78 (2009) (symposium 
issue).

barry P. Mcdonald

 The emerging Oversimplifications 
of the Government speech Doctrine: 
Government speech as a Cure-All for 
Viewpoint Discrimination of All stripes, 
BYu L. rev. (forthcoming).

Campaign Finance Regulation and the Marketplace of 
emotions, 36 pepp. L. rev. 395 (2009) (symposium 
issue).

 Getting Beyond 
Religion as science: 
“Unstifling” 
worldview 
Formation in 
American Public 
education, 66 
Washington & 
Lee L. rev. 587 
(2009).
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anthony Miller

Family Law: Cases, materials, 
and problems (with peter m. swisher 
and Jana B. singer), (Lexisnexis, 3d ed. 
forthcoming).

grant nelson

Confronting the Mortgage Meltdown: 
A Brief for the Federalization of state 
Mortgage Foreclosure Law, 37 pepp. L. 
rev. 583 (2010).

Cases and materials on real estate 
Transfer, Finance, and Development (with 
Dale A. Whitman, Ann m. Burkhart, and r. Wilson 
Freyermuth), (West, 8th ed. 2009).

mortgage Foreclosure Crisis: Does state pro-
Debtor Foreclosure Law Worsen the Bill for Federal 
Taxpayers?, speaker, university of pennsylvania 
school of Law, student Federalist society Chapter 
(Feb. 8, 2010).

gregory l. ogden

California Public Administrative Law, 
in 41 (Chapters 470 to 472B) and 41A 
(Chapters 473 to 474C) California 
Forms  of pleading and practice 

Annotated (Lexisnexis, quarterly updates, 
including August 2009, and January 2010).

Legal and Judicial ethics, speaker, national 
Association of regulatory utility Commissioners 
(nAruC), nAruC Annual Conference, Chicago, 
illinois (nov. 17, 2009).

Judicial ethics for ALJ and Current Developments 
in Federal and state Administrative Law, speaker, 
nAALJ Annual meeting, Orlando, Florida (nov. 
2009).

materials on Articles 4, 5, and 6 of the msApA, 
presenter, ABA Administrative Law section meeting, 
ABA Annual meeting, Chicago, illinois (Aug. 2009).

robert J. Pushaw, Jr.

Justifying wartime Limits on Civil 
Rights and Liberties, 12 Chapman L. 
rev. 675 (2009) (symposium issue).

standing in environmental Law, speaker, Arizona 
state university Law school (Feb. 1, 2010).

Faculty Workshop: Limiting standing to “Accidental” 
plaintiffs, speaker, university of California, Davis 
school of Law (Oct. 5, 2009).

Peter robinson

 settlement Conference Judge—Legal Lion 
or Problem-solving Lamb: An empirical 
Documentation of Judicial settlement 
Conference Practices and Techniques, 33 
Am. J. Trial Advoc. 113 (2009).

shelley ross saxer

Assessing RLUIPA’s Application to 
Building Codes and Aesthetic Land Use 
Regulation, 2 ALB. gov’t L. rev. 623 
(2009) (symposium issue).

Banishment of sex Offenders: Liberty, Protectionism, 
Justice, and Alternatives, 86 Wash. u. L. rev. 1397 
(2009).

California Water rights—Who is in Control?, 
panelist, Federalist society, university of san Diego 
Law school (Oct. 2009).

Workshop on real estate planning: innovative 
Teaching and research strategies for Land use and 
Development Law, panelist, southeastern Association 
of Law schools (seALs) 62nd Annual meeting (Aug. 
2009).

Mark s. scarberry

A Critique of Congressional Proposals to 
Permit Modification of Home Mortgages 
in Chapter 13 Bankruptcy, 37 pepp. L. 
rev. 635.

Mortgage wars episode V—The empiricist strikes Back 
(or Out): A Reply to Professor Levitin’s Response, 37 
pepp. L. rev. (forthcoming).

John Leland and James Madison: Religious Influence on 
the Ratification of the Constitution and on the Proposal 
of the Bill of Rights, 113 penn. st. L. rev. 733 (2009).

kenneth w. starr

Colloquium, The Justices speak: 
Reflections (the third annual William 
French smith memorial Lecture: A 
Conversation with retired Justice 

sandra Day O’Connor), 37 pepp. L. rev. 63 (2009) 
(with the Honorable sandra Day O’Connor, Carol A. 
Chase, Colleen graffy, and Virginia milstead).

Colloquium, The Justices speak: Reflections (the 
second annual William French smith memorial 
Lecture: A Conversation with Justice Clarence 
Thomas), 37 pepp. L. rev. 7 (2009) (with the 
Honorable Clarence Thomas, shelley saxer, Douglas 
W. Kmiec, and Charles r. eskridge).

Colloquium, The Justices speak: Reflections—
Lawyering and the Craft of Judicial Opinion writing 
(the second conversation with Justice samuel A. 
Alito, Jr.), 37 pepp. L. rev. 33 (2009) (with the 
Honorable samuel A. Alito, Jr., the Honorable 
michael W. mcConnell, Walter e. Dellinger iii, and 
Douglas W. Kmiec).

From Fraser to Frederick: Bong Hits and the Decline 
of Civic Culture, 42 u.C. Davis L. rev. 661 (2009) 
(symposium issue).

Creating Legal 
Rights for suspected 
Terrorists: Is 
the Court Being 
Courageous 
or Politically 
Pragmatic?, 84 
notre Dame L. 
rev. 1975 (2009).

Historical 
Considerations 
and Congressional 
Representation for the 
District of Columbia: 
Constitutionality of 
the D.C. House Voting 
Rights Bill in Light 
of section Two of the 
14th Amendment 
and the History of 
the Creation of the 
District, 60 Ala. L. 
rev. 783 (2009).
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Thomas J. stipanowich

Arbitration Awards, Finality and 
second Looks, Fordham L. rev. 
(forthcoming).

How to Reduce Cost and Delay in Commercial 
Arbitration: Key Action steps for Business Users, 
Counsel, Arbitrators, and Providers, (Thomas 
J. stipanowich, ed., white paper for College of 
Commercial Arbitrators forthcoming).

Arbitration: The “New Litigation,” 2010 u. ill. L. rev. 
1 (2010).

Lincoln’s Lessons for Lawyers, Dispute resolution 
magazine, Winter 2010, at 18.

Address, speaker, Fifth Annual Arbitrator Training 
institute, ABA section on Dispute resolution, 
Washington, D.C. (Feb. 12, 2010).

Address, facilitator, national Consumer Dispute 
resolution study group, ABA section on Dispute 
resolution, Washington, D.C. (Jan. 15-16, 2010).

Keynote Address, speaker and cochair, national 
summit on the Future of Business-to-Business 
Arbitration, Washington, D.C. (Oct. 30, 2009).

Address, speaker, sTAr mediation program, 
Woodstock, Vermont (Oct. 15-17, 2009).

Peter t. wendel

The inheritance rights of Adopted 
Adults: Trying to Fit a square peg into 
a round Hole, speaker, Third Annual 
Creighton Law review symposium, 

estate planning: moral, religious, and ethical 
perspectives (Apr. 2010).

Deconstructing Legal Analysis, presenter, academic 
success workshops for students of color, conducted 
at 19 law schools such as notre Dame university 
school of Law, Harvard university school of Law, 
Boston university school of Law, northwestern 
university school of Law, and stanford university 
school of Law (Fall 2009 to spring 2010).

Maureen arellano weston

   Anatomy of the First Public International 
sports Arbitration and the Future of 
Public Arbitration after usADA v. Floyd 
Landis, 2009-10 Y.B. of Arbitration 
and mediation (forthcoming).

Doping Control, Mandatory Arbitration, and Process 
Dangers for Accused Athletes in International sports, 10 
Dispute resol. L.J. 5 (2009) (symposium issue).

simply a Dress Rehearsal? U.s. Olympic sports 
Arbitration and De Novo Review at the Court of 
Arbitration for sport, 38 ga. J. int’l & Comp. L. 97 
(2009) (symposium issue).

Arbitration Theory and practice, speaker, Hamline 
school of Law (July 2009).

ethical issues in representing Athletes, speaker, 
sports Lawyers Conference, Chicago (2009).

Olympic sports Arbitration, speaker, ABA section on 
Dispute resolution, new York (2009).

Did you know?

 The school of Law faculty 
has produced more than 200 law 
review articles and 150 additional 
publications in the past seven years. 

 eleven current faculty 
members have served as chairs or 
executive committee members 
for sections of the Association 
of American Law schools. 

 six professors are elected 
members of the American 
Law institute, and eight 
professors hold endowed 
chairs or named professorships 
at the school of Law.

For more information on faculty 
publications, visit law.pepperdine.
edu/academics/faculty

Deconstructing 
Legal Analysis: A 
1L primer 
(Aspen 2009).

resolving 
Disputes: Theory 
and practice 
for Lawyers (Jay 
Folberg ed., 2d ed. 
Aspen 2010).
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1 9 7 4

terry M. gileS has been named 
custodian of the martin Luther King, 
Jr., Center in Atlanta, georgia. giles is 
a lawyer, businessman, and trustee and 
has owned more than 30 companies, 
ranging from banking and manufacturing 
to automobile dealerships, property 
development, and entertainment.

1 9 7 8

John w. MarShall has become a 
Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers, an invitation-only organization 
comprising lawyers from the united states 
and Canada. marshall is a partner in the 
firm Thompson & Colegate and has been 
practicing in riverside, California, for 
more than 30 years. 

1 9 8 0

John wendell hall is the corporate 
counsel for serenity Lane, a nonprofit 
Oregon health services corporation 
that provides rehabilitation services to 
individuals and families that are affected by 
addiction to alcohol or drugs. He has also 
attained a master’s degree in addiction 
counseling and a master of social work 
from Columbia university and works 
as an addictions counselor, specializing 
in assisting judges, lawyers, and other 
professionals in their efforts to recover 
from chemical dependency.

1 9 8 2

george t. bochaniS recently 
concluded his term as president of the 
nevada Justice Association, formally 
known as the nevada Trial Lawyers 
Association. He has owned his plaintiff-side 
personal injury and worker’s compensation 
law firm in Las Vegas, nevada, since 1985. 
He has held a martindale-Hubbell A-V 
rating since 2000 and has 10 reported 
nevada supreme Court decisions.

1 9 8 6

Joanne becKett is now general counsel 
for the Tropicana in Las Vegas, nevada. 
previously she worked as general counsel 
for the golden nugget. 

tricia a. bigelow was elevated to 
the California second District Court of 
Appeal, Division eight. she had served as 
an associate justice for the second District 
Court of Appeal since 2008. prior to that, 
she was a judge for the Los Angeles County 
superior Court from 1998 to 2008 and for 
the Los Angeles County municipal Court 
from 1995 to 1998.

1 9 8 7

donald r. philbin, Jr. ( JD ’87, 
LLm ’07), has been inducted as a new 
Fellow at the American College of 
Civil Trial mediators. He is an adjunct 
professor at the straus institute for 
Dispute resolution and chair of the ABA 
Dispute resolution sections negotiation 
Committee. He has mediated matters in a 
wide variety of substantive areas and serves 
as an arbitrator on several panels. 

1 9 9 1

andré birotte was nominated by 
president Barack Obama to be the u.s. 
attorney for the Central District of 
California. He was sworn into office on 
march 4, and is the first African-American 
u.s. attorney for the district. 

J. robert Force is working with the 
united states Agency for international 
Development as a governance technical 
advisor in phnom penh, Cambodia. He 
designs, manages, and evaluates 
projects related to decentralization 
and deconcentration, governance, 
anticorruption, judicial reform, and 
trafficking in persons.

darrin gowan was named 2009 Best 
major supporting Actor in a musical by the 
encore Association, a group of vocational 
theatres representing central indiana. The 
award recognized his portrayal of John in 
a production of Miss saigon. He was also 
nominated in the category Best minor 
supporting Actor in a musical for an 
ensemble role in Crazy for You.

1 9 9 2

darren brooKS was promoted to 
director of legal, eAme (europe-Africa-
middle east), for Caterpillar’s solar 
Turbines and Turbomach divisions and 
will be moving to Brussels, Belgium, to 
oversee legal offices in Brussels; Lugano, 
switzerland; and moscow, russia.  

benJaMin ShatZ is now a partner at 
manatt, phelps & phillips, LLp in Los 
Angeles, California. He is a certified 
specialist in appellate law and a member 
of manatt’s Appellate practice group. He 
is admitted to practice in the united states 
supreme Court, in all federal circuit courts 
of appeals, and in the states of California 
and Colorado. 

1 9 9 3

Kelly Kilgore and Tina Denise 
Bowling of Oneida, Kentucky, were 
recently married. They have four children 
and live on their farm Brynderwyn in 
Lexington, Kentucky. He continues to 
practice both state and federal criminal 
defense and divides his time between his 
office in Beverly Hills, California, and his 
office in Lexington.

1 9 9 4

robert n. ervaiS, a captain in the 
united states Army reserve, Judge 
Advocate general’s Corps, is currently 
deployed to the middle east.

C l a s s  a C t i o n s  
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Pepperdine’s commitment to creating a sustainable campus 
goes all the way back to the beginning of the malibu 

campus in 1972, when a water reclamation program was 
implemented for irrigation. since that time pepperdine 
has implemented many other practices—ranging from 
waste recycling to sustainable construction, maintaining 
native vegetation, and preserving open spaces on 
campus, in order to minimize environmental impact 
and to instill in students an eco-minded awareness.

The epicenter for these initiatives is the university’s Center 
for sustainability, and at the helm is rhiannon Bailard (JD 
’06), an alumna who uses her law degree each day in a non-
traditional way. As director of the center and associate vice 
president of governmental and regulatory affairs, Bailard strives 
to increase sustainability, educate students, faculty, and staff 
on ways that they can get involved, and to communicate what 
pepperdine already does and what still needs to be done.

“i didn’t go the traditional route of practicing at a firm, but i use 
my JD every day just in terms of analytic thinking,” says Bailard, of her 
two posts. “i use my degree consistently within the regulatory world 
with all of the laws and regulations related to compliance as well.”

After graduation, the native Hawaiian passed the California Bar 
exam in 2006 and landed a job as the director of regulatory affairs 
at pepperdine. since then she has continued to ascend at the 
university while keeping her hand in pro bono legal work. she 
regularly provides legal service for mental Health Advocacy services 
in Los Angeles, where she helps children with special needs get 
the education and advancement opportunities they require. 

“if someone had asked me what i wanted to be when i grew up, i 
certainly wouldn’t have described this because i really didn’t know,” 
says Bailard of her multifaceted position. “But i can’t imagine a 
better role for me or a better position. i absolutely love my job. i 
think it was a bit of divine intervention that i found my way here.” 

As she continues to develop the center’s sustainability initiatives, 
Bailard has a vision to improve pepperdine’s triple bottom line, 
which involves economic prosperity, environmental quality, and 
social equity. she explains, “We want to tie in people’s minds the 
connection between social and environmental sustainability 
because we need to do what is best for people.” 

When blue and 
orange met green 
rhiannon Bailard (JD ’06) directs  
pepperdine’s Center for sustainability

by samantha Troup
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As many of you will remember, people
  tend to pass on one of four things 
     when you leave for law school: 

fancy pen sets, lawyer jokes, advice, and 
more advice. since everyone knows 
someone who has attended law school, 
everyone wants to share their two cents on 
how to survive the three grueling years. 

i’ve observed that very few people give 
applicable advice, since law schools and law 
school experiences are varied. As it turns 
out, third-year student Anson Cain heard 
straight from the horse’s mouth everything 
he needed to know about law school, as both 
of his older brothers—Aaron and Adam—
attended pepperdine Law before him. 

His brother Aaron graduated in 2004 and 
now works at the firm Fennemore Craig in 
phoenix, Arizona, where the Cains grew up. 
Adam graduated in 2006 and now works 
at Kaufman, Young, spiegel, robinson & 
Kenerson, LLp in Beverly Hills, California. 

Was Anson pinned to the floor by 
his brothers until he agreed to attend 
pepperdine? surprisingly, no. “There was 
no pressure to attend here,” says Anson. 
“my family has always stressed the value 
of receiving a quality education, and they, 
along with my brothers, simply advised 
me to select the place where i felt i would 
receive the best education. i took this 
information to heart and diligently researched 
schools, and through this due diligence, 
pepperdine was at the top of my list.” 

Whether it was his family’s advice or his 
own sound judgment, Anson followed in 

his brothers’ footsteps. During his three 
years in malibu, Anson has been an integral 
member of the pepperdine community. He 
has been a teaching assistant for professor 
Hilary reed (JD ’05) and a research assistant 
for professor Kris Knaplund, where he 
studied emerging legal issues in bioethics. 

He has shared his own advice through the 
First-Year mentoring program, and served 
as editor-in-chief of pepperdine’s Journal 
of the National Association of Administrative 
Law Judiciary. He published an article 
in the fall 2009 issue, titled “Congress’ 
First recipe to Bailout the Financial 
institutions of the united states is Leaving 
the Taxpayers with a sour Taste in Their 
mouths,” which examined administrative 
law issues surrounding the financial bailout.

As Anson reflects on his experience at 
pepperdine, he is reminded of why he chose 
the school in the first place. “As my brothers 
attended pepperdine, i watched as their 
perception of the world changed due to their 
realization of what the law really means. i 
saw them grow into amazingly intelligent 
and highly-capable lawyers. i saw them 
both with jobs at graduation and passing 
the California bar on their first attempts.”

Any family would be proud of three stellar 
pepperdine law graduates, but the Cains' 
legacy may not be over just yet—Ashley Cain, 
Anson’s younger sister, recently received her 
acceptance letter to join the Class of 2013. 
if she chooses pepperdine, Ashley will have 
big shoes to fill, but as we have learned over 
the years, the Cains are more than able. 

The Cains are Able

THe pepperDine LAW LegACY runs Deep in One FAmiLY. 
by Brad Benham

1 9 9 5

randall J. brandt is joining the 
ethics and public policy Center in 
Washington, D.C., after serving for 13 
years in the federal government. He is a 
mediator, attorney, and consultant. He 
is also a senior Fellow for Convergence, 
a non-profit focused on consensus 
building efforts to find solutions to public 
policy challenges. He served as a senior 
advisor to the Ambassador-at-Large for 
international religious Freedom in the 
Bureau of Democracy, Human rights, 
and Labor at the u.s. state Department 
from 2007 to 2009.

 celeSte liverSidge recently 
coauthored the book Last One Down 
the Aisle wins: 10 Keys to a Fabulous 
single Life Now and an even Better 
Marriage Later. The self-help book 
encourages 20-somethings to become 
more-fulfilled persons before rushing 
into marriage, and outlines ways to tap 
into your adventurous side, develop and 
improve your emotional life, and create 
a dependable network of friends and 
relations. 

roger l. lund was sworn in on 
December 30, 2009, as a judge in the 
Ventura County superior Court. Before 
his appointment by California governor 
Arnold schwarzenegger, he served as a 
court commissioner since 2008. From 
2004 to 2008 he was a principal and 
officer for the American Law Center, and 
from 1995 to 2008 he was an associate, 
then principal at gose, Lechman & Lund. 

1 9 9 6

JaMeS griFFin was appointed to 
leadership positions of the ABA’s 
Committee on mergers and Acquisitions. 
He serves as cochair of the m&A 
market Trends subcommittee and vice 
chair of that committee’s Task Force on 
Acquisitions of public Companies. 

1 9 9 9

ann braMSen is the chief assistant 
district attorney for northern santa 
Barbara County, California, and will serve 
as the interim DA through June 2010.

C l a s s  a C t i o n s  
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KeSter l. Spindler was honored for 
his domestic violence pro bono work at 
the sanctuary for Families Above and 
Beyond pro Bono Awards and Benefit 
on november 2, 2009. He is a partner at 
Kirkland & ellis. 

2 0 0 0

JaSon M. adaMS was named as a 2009 
rising star in the area of personal injury 
and construction defect litigation. He 
currently works for Domine Adams, LLp. 

JaSon bendel is now special counsel 
at stroock & stroock & Lavan, LLp in 
Los Angeles, California. since joining 
stroock in 2000, he has represented 
clients in both state and federal courts on 
matters including insurance bad faith and 
securities disputes. 

cary Joy econoMou is also special 
counsel at the Los Angeles branch of 
stroock & stroock & Lavan, LLp. she 
devotes a substantial portion of her practice 
to serving as coverage and litigation counsel 
to domestic and international insurance 
in matters pertaining to various forms of 
professional liability coverage. 

2 0 0 1

MiKe cava completed tours as the staff 
Judge Advocate (sJA) for regimental 
Combat Team 1, Fallujah, iraq; sJA 
Humanitarian Assistance survey Team, 
Colombo, sri Lanka; and the sJA 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 
relief mission, manila, philippines. He is a 
marine judge advocate currently stationed 
in Okinawa, Japan.

 e. todd chayet was promoted to 
counsel at Tucker ellis & West LLp in Los 
Angeles, California. He focuses his practice 
in the areas of medical and pharmaceutical 
litigation and appellate and legal issues. in 
2008 he was identified among Los Angeles 
Magazine’s southern California super 
Lawyers as a rising star. 

Sean Flynn (mBA ’00, JD ’01) is now a 
partner at the office of ropers majeski in 
Los Angeles, California. 

chriStian phanco (mBA ’00, JD ’01) 
has been promoted to assistant vice 
president and tax counsel of pacific Life 
insurance in newport Beach, California. 
He joined pacific Life in 2002 as a senior 
analyst for the Advanced Designs unit in 
the Life insurance Division. While there, he 
was promoted several times before moving 
to the Corporate Division as a tax counsel. 

2 0 0 2

daniel (mBA ’01, JD ’02) and elena 
batSalKin welcomed daughter Lyla 
Aleksandra Batsalkin on november 28, 
2009. she joins older brother maksim. 

Michael rapKine published the book 
A Compendium of Notable Legal Quotations 
(Outskirts press).

creighton d. Sebra was named 
partner at morris polich & purdy located in 
Los Angeles, California. He specializes in 
construction litigation. 

2 0 0 3

araSh S. arabi was made partner at 
Bremer Whyte Brown & O’meara, LLp in 
Los Angeles, California.  He practices 
complex civil litigation. 

 Janet g. cervanteS (uhler) 
and husband reno cervanteS ( JD 
’04) welcomed their son Hunter James 
Cervantes into the world on December 24, 
2008. 

 nathan t. newMan was promoted 
to counsel at Tucker ellis & West LLp in 
Los Angeles, California. He focuses his 
practice on products liability, toxic tort, and 
business litigation. 

Ryan yahne of Winston & Cashatt in 
spokane, Washington, was named one 
of Washington’s rising stars. He is one 
of 22 lawyers recognized statewide in 
the construction litigation category. He 
is the only LeeD-accredited lawyer in 
all of eastern Washington. His practice 
focuses on contract formation, litigation, 
arbitrations, miller Act claims, bid protests, 
bond claims, construction liens, and public 
works bond and retainage claims.  

2 0 0 4

paige hren and her husband welcomed 
their son max Hren into the world on 
August 14, 2009. 

 Julie McgoldricK (BA ’92, 
JD ’04) and Jed white (JD ’04) 
welcomed daughter sadie into the world 
on november 4, 2009 in santa monica, 
California.

2 0 0 5

wendy Mcguire coatS together with 
daniel l. coatS ( JD ’08) officially 
launched mcguire Coats LLp on 
march 25, 2010 in Lafayette, California. 
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sebra YorkMcGoldrick Newman

aMy cotton, an attorney at Quarles & 
Brady, has been appointed to the mayor’s 
Commission on Disability issues in 
phoenix, Arizona. Her practice includes 
advising clients on state and federal 
regulatory issues and representing clients 
before state professional boards. While on 
the mayor’s Commission she will work to 
achieve equality for people with disabilities 
within the city of phoenix. 

chriS de roSe has joined the 
congressional election campaign for 
republican sean Duffy. As campaign 
manager he will be based in Ashland, 
Wisconsin. previously he served as director 
of election Day operations for Virginia 
govenor Bob mcDonnell.

brooKe n. StephenS (StrucK) and 
husband K. J. stephens welcomed their 
daughter Harper mae stephens into the 
world on september 3, 2009. 

2 0 0 6

 ryan c. lennox and wife Ainsley 
have welcomed their son Owen ryder 
Hnatiw Lennox into the world. ryan has 
also joined the firm of strikeman elliot in 
Toronto, Canada, where he will continue to 
practice corporate law. 

2 0 0 8

brad benhaM married Janelle 
strawsburg on may 23, 2010, in  
Camarillo, California. 

Kendra caMpbell (williaMS) is now 
assistant chief counsel for the Department 
of Homeland security, immigration and 
Customs enforcement in Arizona.

JeFFrey b. haSSler has joined the 
headquarters office of the international law 
firm mcguireWoods, LLp in richmond, 
Virginia, as an associate in the private 
Wealth services Department. He will 
focus his practice on estate planning and 
trust administration. He clerked for Justice 
Donald W. Lemons of the supreme Court 
of Virginia during the 2008-2009 term.

Steven g. Martin was hired by Best 
Best & Krieger to join its environmental 
and natural resources practices group in 
riverside, California. He was formerly a 
summer associate with the firm in 2008. 

2 0 0 9

Jonathan M. laMb ( JD/mpp ’09) has 
joined the firm of Best Best & Krieger, LLp 
in Ontario, California, where he grew up. 
He had previously worked as a summer 
associate at the firm in 2008. He was 
admitted to the state Bar of California in 
December. 

brian r. carter, Sr. ( JD ’70), retired 
judge of the Orange County Harbor 
Judicial District Court and decorated 
combat veteran, passed away on April 14, 
2010. He was predeceased in 2001 by his 
first wife marty. He is survived by his wife 
Ann, six children, eight grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Jacqueline b. KeSSel ( JD ’92) head of 
the silicon Valley office of san Francisco-
based law firm Hanson Bridgett, passed 
away on February 16, 2010. she is survived 
by her husband rolf, daughter Olivia, and 
her son Anthony.

leland griFFith ShaFFer ( JD ’72) 
passed away on January 8, 2010. rear 
Admiral Leland griffith “Jake” shaffer 
usn (ret.) had an illustrious naval and 
military career before he was admitted 
to the California Bar in 1972 and began 
a law practice in Long Beach, California, 
specializing in family law. He is survived 
by three children, nine grandchildren, and 
eighteen great-grandchildren.

lucille “lou” a. teixeira ( JD ’72) 
passed away on march 14, 2010, after 
a brief illness. Born July 26, 1932, she 
was the ninth child of Frank and Juliana 
Teixeira and the adored youngest sibling 
to surviving sisters, mary, Hilda, and Alda. 
After retiring in 1986, she moved to sun 
City, California, where she began a 20-year 
career as a volunteer working on behalf of 
seniors and senior issues. 

 Kenneth yorK, a distinguished 
professor emeritus of pepperdine, passed 
away on December 31, 2009, at the age of 
93. Having enjoyed good health up until 
his passing, he still lived in the same house 
that he and his wife Louise purchased in 
the Topanga Canyon area of Los Angeles 
in 1955. As a former marine and widely 
respected professor of law, he was vital 
in helping to build up pepperdine’s early 
reputation. speaking at his memorial 
service, vice chancellor and Dean emeritus 
ron phillips said, “Ken York was a caring, 
gentle man, with a generous spirit, a strong 
sense of right and wrong, and a marvelous 
dry, understated sense of humor that often 
caught the uninitiated off guard at first…
Ken York left his mark on pepperdine Law 
school and on thousands of law students at 
all of the places where he taught.” 

i n  M e M o r i a M
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gRADuATiOn 2010
Pepperdine celebrated commencement for the Class of 2010 on 
May 21, in alumni Park. Blake Morant, dean of the Wake Forest 
University law school addressed the graduates. andré Birotte (JD 
'91), United states attorney for the Central District of California, 
was the recipient of the Distinguished alumnus award.

Blake Morant addresses graduates.

André Birotte receives the Distinguished Alumnus Award.

Dean Ken starr and Alice starr wave goodbye to the graduates.
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ray Boucher ( JD ’84), Jim gash ( JD ’93), John napier ( JD ’09), and  
David Barrett ( JD ’91) walk with ugandans at a displaced persons’ camp. 
photo by Jay milbrandt ( JD ’08).


