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At the invitation of Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee, The Rt. Hon. Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili, 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Lesotho paid a State Visit to India from July 31-August 7, 
2003. 
 
2.During the visit, Prime Minister Mosisili held fruitful discussions with President A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam, Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee, Minister of External Affairs, Shri Yashwant Sinha.  
 
3.Besides Delhi, the Prime Minister Mosisili and his delegation visited Mumbai, Pune, 
Bangalore, Goa and Agra, visiting establishments of interest to Lesotho. He also interacted with 
the Indian business community.  
 
4.Discussions were held in a friendly and cordial atmosphere. Both sides exchanged views on 
various bilateral, regional and international issues of mutual interest.  
 
5.Both sides noted with satisfaction that India-Lesotho relations are exemplary, marked by a 
high degree of understanding and mutual trust and confidence. Both sides reiterated their desire 
to further strengthen and diversify bilateral relations to the mutual benefit of both peoples.  

6.The Government of India offered 5,000 tonnes each of wheat flour and rice to Lesotho as a gift 
in view of the prevailing food shortage. In addition, India offered to donate US$ 50,000 worth of 
anti-retroviral HIV/AIDS medicine to Lesotho. The Lesotho side expressed deep appreciation for 
this gesture of solidarity and friendship.  
 
7.India applauded the efforts of Lesotho in meeting the challenge of creating peace and stability, 
to enable the Government to focus on welfare and prosperity of the people. In this context, the 
contribution of the Indian Army Training Team towards assisting the Lesotho Defence Forces in 
ensuring free and fair election in May 2002 was appreciated by the Lesotho side. The two sides 
also agreed to promote contacts and cooperation between their Election Commissions.  
 
8.Lesotho has made commendable progress towards integration with regional organizations, 
such as the Southern African Development Community and Southern African Customs Union. It 
has also recorded progress in its efforts to integrate with the global economy. In this context, 
both sides recognized that considerable potential exists for India to undertake mutually beneficial 
cooperation with Lesotho in various sectors.  
 
9.The two Governments agreed in principle to establish a bilateral Joint Commission, which 
would provide a framework for identifying and promoting concrete cooperation in diverse 
spheres.  

10.Lesotho is pursuing the path to industrialization and growth with a focus on employment 
generation, agricultural development, education, tourism, and upgrading of infrastructure. 
Consequently, there are substantial requirements for investment in infrastructure and capacity 
building. India’s experience in human resource development as well as high technology and 



industrial areas could be shared in areas of priority for Lesotho, in the spirit of South-South 
cooperation.  
 
11.To these ends, the Indian side agreed to increase the number of short-term training slots for 
Lesotho under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme, from 5 to 
20. The Government of India also agreed to separately offer 5 scholarships to Lesotho under the 
General Cultural Scholarship Scheme of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, for long-term 
professional courses. It was also agreed that the possibility of deputing Indian ITEC experts in 
key sectors identified by Lesotho would also be considered.  
 
12.Both sides noted with satisfaction that a Preferential Trade Agreement was under negotiation 
between India and SACU, which would give an impetus to India-Lesotho commercial relations. 
Both sides emphasized the need for creating better awareness of each other’s strengths within the 
private sectors of the two countries. Trade missions would be undertaken, and participation in 
trade/commercial exhibitions in both countries would be encouraged.  
 
13.As employment generation, particularly in rural areas is a high-priority objective for Lesotho, 
the Indian side expressed its commitment to extend assistance, through training as well as supply 
of equipment, for establishing manufacturing units in the small scale industries sector.  

14.In this context, to contribute to the economic development of Lesotho, India extended an 
EXIM Bank Line of Credit of US $ 5 million on concessional terms.  
 
15.The two sides evinced interest in promoting cooperation in the health sector. They agreed to 
cooperate to facilitate the entry of Indian pharmaceutical products into Lesotho. The Indian side 
agreed to explore the possibility of providing training to Lesotho health officials in drug quality 
control.  
 
16.The two sides reiterated the need to reform the UN, particularly the expansion of the UN 
Security Council. They stressed, in particular, the need for an equitable balance in an expanded 
Security Council to provide a constructive voice to the aspirations of developing countries. They 
believed that piecemeal and discriminatory approaches to such expansion would be inconsistent 
with the objectives of that world body. Considering that India is the largest democracy in the 
world, and in view of its past contributions to the promotion of peace, Lesotho expressed support 
for India’s candidature for permanent membership of an expanded UN Security Council.  
 
17.India and Lesotho affirmed that no cause or reason could justify terrorism. Both sides 
reiterated their strong belief that the fight against terrorism has to be global, comprehensive and 
sustained so as to totally eliminate terrorism everywhere. In this context, they reaffirmed their 
commitment to UN Security Council Resolution 1373. They stressed the need to strengthen the 
international legal regime to fight terrorism through the adoption of the Comprehensive 
Convention on International Terrorism. Both sides underlined the need for the global fight 
against terrorism to address those who instigate, support or assist terrorism, as much as those 
who perpetrate terrorism.  
 
18.The Lesotho side appreciated the evolving security concerns of India in the light of recent 
local, regional and global developments. It appreciated the restraint and sense of responsibility 
displayed by India. In this connection, Lesotho recognized Jammu and Kashmir to be an integral 
part of India, and supported the resolution of differences between India and Pakistan through 
bilateral dialogue. It also recognized that cross-border infiltration and terrorism had to end to 



encourage resumption of such a dialogue.  
 
19.The Lesotho side expressed sincere thanks to the Government of the Republic of India for the 
hospitality extended, and for the excellent arrangements made for their visit to India. The Prime 
Minister of Lesotho also extended an invitation to the Prime Minister of India to pay an official 
visit to Lesotho, which was accepted. 

 


