Written by

Cerl Penzrzm
Nov. B, 19238, Dilstrict Jail, ﬁashington, D« Cs

Born: June 28, 1892, East Grand Forks, Minnesota.

Full 1list of all jalls, reforuatorles, prisons and state or Govern-
ment instdtutions I have been in,
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No. 12. Chinosk, Mont. Charze: Burglary.
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" 8e2t where I was tried for vazrancii thne crizne bein- tn=t I

{ Glven 7 verrs i~ 4he st-te prison at Sclem, Oregon. 0
wars 4 ;‘E,?‘Méi’ede-?ﬁf%ff? vhile out tan L wee e
: 4 \2nd had a gun =at

I got into thea, ot . i
lonz I stayed in then, : ’
I got out of thegy ! :

East Grand Forks, Yinn. Charges: incorrigiHiity-and burglary.
1903. County Jaill.

Red Wing, idinn. This 1s the seat of the Minnesota State Train-
inz Sehool. There' I stayed nearly two rears, :

Butt#e, ont. Charge: Burglary--three months in the eounty jail
there and then trled 1n County Court and sent to tae iontana Stzte
Refora School at Miles City, Mont. where I was held about 1 yesr
.and then nade a successful escape. This was 1n 1905 under my
rizht nsme, C. P. ¢

Joined the U, S. Army in 1906 2t Helena, Mont., fander the nzaae
of Carl Pznzram. Stetloned at Fort Harrlson in tae 6th Rezular

~U. S. Infantry in A Goampesny. Przetically zs soon or very - saortly

after I Joined the Aray I wzs put in the guerdhouse for stezling.
Several months there snd then tried by a U. S. ilkitery Genzral
Court dartlal &nd sentenced to 3 yesrs.

Sent to the U. S ¥1llit=sry prisen at Fort Leavenworth, Xans., T
viere I served 37 amcntne. Discharged.

Soz=tlae 1a 1910 or 1911 ugd:r the ane of Jef{f Davia, I w's

-

srrested ot Jacksonville, Cherokes ount’’, Texas, _the cou:ty
» e

aing 1 ain o Py WI belnc zraed with two ple-
ggfsfl %gr 'hrfs1 ggaigen% %gpiheqCJuntyiaoaéern; igerg i gérved
65 days, and escaped. The date I don't pemeaber but the next
night I wes in Houston, Texzs, and thzt was tne nlznt of the big
fire taere. I think it was ezrly in 1911,

Fresno, Californla, unijer the naze of Jeff Davis, I think. Chargze:
Petty Larceny. Sentenced to 120 days. Served 30 snd escaped:

The Delles, Orezon. Ngmne Jack Allen. .1912. Charze: Highway
Robbery and Assualt. Held to avalt the action for tae Graad Jury.
Falted about three uaonths and escaped.

Seattle, Washlnzton. 1512, Nane, Jeff Davis.Charge: Petiy
Lerceny. Served'l acnth. Disech:rged. : aonis
ifoscow, Idsho. 1912. cChserge: Petty Larceny and esslstlacza prisassst
to escape. THrty days. Name, Jeff Davis.

Sentenced to one yesr State
Prison under the nzte of Jeff Davis. 1912. Served B months =-4
éscaped. Arrested one week later at Three Forks, ont., for bars-
lary under the naae of Jeff Rhodes. Sentenced to one year in %
State Prison, De=p Lodge, dont. Then I was brou~ht back to the
prison I wss taken to the County Court at Deer Lodce znd civen 1
year for escaplnz from prison. Of these taree sentences I served
two years and wagd discnar-ed.

llaze, Jeff Baldwin, Charzed with burglary.

g veanr
t tim: one week I ro3bed s @and

~with g de-uty sheriff -t Bugeng Orszon, For
these two crizes I was clven tws additional sentences,ons of
t®o yezrs for robbery and ones of 8 Years for assualt, which nzde
me have altozether a full 2T years to do, 1n Oregzon, but I only
done one more year of it and then escaped azaln. I still owe 14
years to Qrezon. After €scapinz froa the Strte prlson ot Salen,
Orezon, 1in fay, 1918, I chanzed my naze to John b'Learv, toak
out sezman's Pavers, p-saenzepr's passoorts andi went to’South
America, Zurops and Africz. For the next 5 jears, or froy 151810
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1923, I wss in 31 different countrics, had siole and s-ent thousands

of dollars, comuitted many murdera and robt s and othsr crimes

ind ths only two times thai I was 1n Jell cduning th:t 5 years weo ouge

got 10 days for theft in Harlinnle Piison in Glasgow, seotland, 1919.

15. And the other was 1n Bridgeport, Conn., for burglary and carrying
gconcealed ‘weapons. Six months in 1920 end 1921.

16. My last arrest before thnis one Wwas in 1923 at Larchmont, N. Y.
sent froam there to White Plains, tried 1n the Qounty gourt and
sent to Sinz Sing prison and from there traneferred to Clinton
Prison at Dannemorra, l. Y., waere I served 5 years, belng dlis-
ehsrged July 6, 1928.

17. Arrested 36 days later in Baltimore, 4., end thet's this case.

I hope it's my last one as I am pretty daa tired. These cre the
Maln places wihere I have done tline but there are about 100 more
places where I have been in Jall for varisus offenses for perlods
of from 1 day to a wesk or 8so. Altogether, I have served sbout
twenty years of ay léfe in prlson znd 1 aa 36 years old now.

In oy lifétime I have murdered 21 human beings, I have coanltted
thousands of burglaries, robbveries, lercenies, arson end last
but not least I have coaaltted sodomy on more than 1000_human
beinzs. For all of these thinzs I am not the least blit sorry. I
" have no consclence so thzt does not worry me. I don't believe 1n
man, God nor devil. I hate the whole damed human race includingz
myself. e o

- —————

_ In my 145 pzge sutoblography I stcted the fact thzt in 1521
in Lgbito Bay, Africa, I there kllled 6 nigeers. I merely stated
the bare fset. To some pesople of averaze intellisence this seems
an almost impossible fert. That 1s because of theilr ignorance of
the full detalls.

It was very much easler for me to kill these six niggers than
1% was for me to kill any vne of the 7 young boys I Ellled later
end some of them were only 11 or 12 yeara old. .

In Africa there are bull buffaloes th=t weigh 2000 pounds and
have enormous strength, yet a croczdlle 12 or 15 foot long can Xkill
and eat a buffalo. 4ny of these 6 nigzers that I kllled could ki1l

gdﬁegt one of those crocadiles. Armed with no more than soxs small
lbﬁsyand a plece of rotten meat they do that trick every day all

v

ovar #£Elony fizas foreccasd yiin uhe, naflede, that LA detiicar
a = T ar rore '} ns o Y £nt
lets. Tne seven 0§ us were in fgﬁjcanoe, the other sixp n f;onﬁ

B
of me where I szt in the stern . The canoce was :cbout 22 foot long
A4 1/2 foot wide and 2 1/2 foot deep/ :

The nigzzers expected nothing. They all had thelr backs turned
to me. I am & erack shot. I fired & sinzle shot into each nlz-ers
back, and then reloaded with s new cllp and fired znother shot into
the braln of each one as they l:y dylng or dezd in the botton of
the cznoe. Them I threw them all over board and the crocadiles .
sosn finished what I had l=ft of them. This canoe was reglstered

nd licensed. It must still be in existence. If 1t 1s, there are

wQ bullets mbedd%d ig the wood, OTS in the botto? nesr the stffn
and ons on the port side near the middle. These nlrssers were &
full grown men with faallles who must De stlll elive and who still
remeber ae =8 dozens of people saw me at Loblto Bay when I hired
then and thelir canoe. The exact date can be very_ easily ascertaln-
ed by the records of the port and the passengers llst o the =azll

Belzian S. S. which runs from !atidl to Boza, Loanda end Lobito
Bay and return. On her in 1921 I bouzht a ticket frou Loanda to
Loblto Bay and a few days kxksr in Loblto Bay &nd then I bouzht =z
r=turn tlcket on the sane boat to Loanda. This 1s 21l very easy 1o
verify by anyone who czres to do so. And &8s for the body of the
1ittle blgzer boy et the gravel pit at Loanda, he 1s stlll there
unless he has been found since the day I killed and left hia there.
The pistol with which I did thot killing, I bought back to
the Statea. There 1s a record of it at the {axim Silent Flrearas
Co. at Hartford, Conn., where I sent it in the winter of 1922 and
1923, from Yonkers, N. Y., under my name of Captaln John 0'Lesry.
Under that naze and sdiress, 220 Yonkers Ave., I sent the plstol
to them and they sold me a silencer for 1t. All of thls must be

on the books of that Coupany's records. The Port Police, the
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S. 8. Cos., and the Belgian Council at lLobito 3ay can verify the
rest of the Loblto Bay end of 1t. I thought that the pistol wasn't
dendly enough ns 1t was so I got a silencer for it to be able to

do a bigger and more efficient business in the murder Yine. And,
believe me, if that heavy calibered pistol and the silencer had
only worked as I thought it would, I would have gone into the murder
business on & wholesale scale instead of being a piker and only
k1lling 21 human beings. Iliy intentions were good because I am the
man that goes around the world deing pecple good. C. P.

Sedetr At e w3 e e

I have lived 36 years in this world and soon I expect to
leave 1it. j '

All that I leave behind me is smoke, death, desolation and
damnation,

(signed)
Carl Panzram
SRS R SR S e

len have made a study of ecrime, its cause, effect and the
remedy. lay men know the effect. I!lany men know the cause. I
Enow the remedy., The answer 1s Truth. :

3 drie bt Ao 3 v s e Sl 33

I have written two letters here. S
One for you and one for my brother, including the one he
wrote to me. Vhen you read the one he wrote to me, you will see
where he wants to get a letter from some officer. If vou would
cere to write him, perhars it might do some good and could do no
harm. If you don't care to bother with this, just drop my letter
and his in the box here in the regular manner. Suit yourself.
The other bunch is just a short cutline of my history. Of
course, I left a lot out because I am not rmuch of a writer and
there is enough here for vou to verify every statement I have made
in case you care to do so. 4ll you need to do is to write to all
of these different places giving the proper names and the approximate
dates, and they can give you my complete record of all my records
while st these places. You will have a hell of a book full, Ifthere
is anything else that I can do for you, say so to
; : Carl Panzram
T 3T B 3 S e eSS

I am sorry for only two things. These two things are: I amsorry
that I have mistreated some few animals In my life time and I am sorry
that I 2m unable to murder the whole damed human race.

You may do as you like tith this that I have written. Belleve
it or dishelieve it. Publixh it or burn it or hide it or any dam thing
you care to do with 1it.
2 , _ (signed)

Carl Panzram
e e S R e
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I vrote quite a lot today. I started, got interested and kept
on going. At this rate you'll soon have encugh to write a bock or
build a fire with. I f you find it 1s interesting to read as I did
in the writing, you'!ll do well.

If after reading That I write, your faith in human nature isn't
all destroyed, then it never will be.

This i1s a very dirty =ess of writing but I am only starting 1in
just wait until I hit my prorer stride, and you'll be sorry you dldn't
blow my brains out instead of blowing me to smokes and =ats. Youbetter
be careful asbout giving me any eats or anything else becsuse those cons
out there with the white pants on will sure snitih on wyou if they find
it out. I may leave here at any tiie Bor some biz-house, med-house, or
death-house but I don't give a dam where they rut me. They won't keep
ijme long becsuse no power cn eirth can keep me alive and in jail for

tvery much longer. I would kind of 1likes to finish writing this whole
business out in d=tail before I kick off so that I can explaln my side
of it even though no one ever hears or reads of it except one man. But

e Lp—.
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one man or a million makes no difference to me. Then I am throwgh,

I am all through and that settles it with me. 1I'll try to finish
this. Some days I may write much and some days 1little. It depends on
my moods and the circumstances at the ti~e.

If you or anyone else will take the trouble and have the intelli-
gence or patience to follow and examine every one of my crimes and
actions you will find that I have consistently followed one idea
through all my life. I preyed upon the weak, the harmless and the
unsuspecting. Those I harmed were weaklings, either mentally or
physically. Those who were strong either in mind or body I first
lied to and led into a trap where they were either asleep or drunk
or helpless in some way. I always had all the best of 1t because I
knew ahead of time just what to expect and the others did not. I
therefore was strong in my knowledge and stronger in body than those
I preyed upon. '

This lesson I was taught by others

Might makes right.
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True statement of some of my actions including the

time and places and my reasons for so doing these things.
Written by me of my own free will at the District

Jhil, Washington, D. C., November 4, 1928,

I was born on a small farm in Hinﬁesota. My parents
were of Germaﬁ descent. Hard working, ignorant and poor.
The rest of the family consisted ©f five brothers and one -
sister, all of whom are dead except three of us brothers
and our sister.

All of my family are as the average human beings are.
They are honest and hard workihg people; All except-myself.

I have been a human asnimal ever since I was born. Vhen I
i umee it s g R S o e

— T

~ was very young at five or six years of age, I was a thief

and a liar, and a mean, despicable one at that. The older
I got the meaner I got.

Uy father and mother split up when I was about .seven
or eight years old. The 0ld man pulled out one day and dis-

appeared. This l&ff . my mother with a family of six on a

. small worked-out farm. As fast as the older boys grew up,

they also rulled out, One died. This left me, my sister,
one older brother, and my mother. HNy sister and I were sent
to school during the days and as soon as we came home in the
evenings, we were put to work in the flelds where my older

brother and mother were always at work, from daylight until

- long after dark sometimes. My portion of pay consisted of -

plenty of work and a good sound beating ewery time I looked
cock-eyed or done enytﬁing that displeased anyone who was older
and stronger and able to catch me and kick me aroung whenever
they felt 1like it, and it seeméd to me then and still does now
that everything was slways right for the one who was the strong-
est and every single thing taht I done was wrong. Everybody

L A
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aaid so anyway. But right or wrong I used toget plenty

of abuse. Everybody thought it was all right to deceive

me, lie to me, kick me around whenever they felt liké it,

and they felt 1ike it pretty regular. At this time, that

is tﬁe way my life was lived until I was about eleven years
old. At about that time I began to suspedt that there was
something wrong about the treatment I was getting from the
rest of the human race. ¥hen I was about eleven years old,

I began to heaf and see that there were other places in this
world besides my own little corner of it., I began to realize
that there were other people who lived nice, easy lives, and
who were not kicked around and worked to death. I decided that
I wanted to leave my miserable home. Before I left I looked
around and.figured that one of our neighbors who was rich and
had a nice home full of nice things, he had too rmech and I

had too 1ittle. So one night I broke into his home and stole

everything that to my eyes had the most value. Those things

'tere, some apples, some cake, and a great, big pistol. Eating -

the apples and cske and carrying the pistol under my coat, I
walked to the railroad yards where I caught a freight train
going to the west where I intended to be a cowboy and shoot
Indians. But I must have had my wires crossed because I
missed my connections ¢omewhere so instead of going out and
seeing the world, I was caught, brought back home and beaten
half to death, ther sent to jail and from there to the Xinneso-
ta State Training School at Red Wing, Minnesota.

Right there and then I began to learn sbout man's inhumanity

/{ to man.

They started me off by trying to beat the Christian religion
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into me and the consequences were that the more they beat

and whipped me, the more I hated them and their dam religion.

They beat me and whipped me for doing this and not doing that.
Everything I aéemed to do was wrong. Just at that time I was eleven,
twelve or thirteen-years old, I was just learning to think for myself.
I first began to think that I was being unjustly imposed upon.

Then I began to hate those who sabused me. Then I began to think
that I would have my revenge just as soon and as often as I

could injure someone else., Anyone at all would do. If I éouldn't
injure those who injured me, then I would injure someone else.

From that day to this I have followed that line of thought.

From the time I was twelve years old I have been in jail almost

contlinuously until now when I am thirty-six, I have spent
twenty years of my 1life in pr}son. :

During my twenty years in all the various prisons and jails
I have been in, I have undergone every kind of abuse and punish-
ment that tﬁa ingenious minds of many men could devise and, believe
me, men can surely figure out some horrible tértures to impose on
other men. I have had the whip, the Paddle, the Snorting-pole,
the Humming Bird, tﬁe Hose, the Jacket, chained up frontwﬁfds,-
backwards, bucked and gagged, spread -eagled, water-cured, starved,
beaten,‘thrown into sweat boxes and half-cooked, thrown into
ice-cold dungecns and half frozen. I have been in solitary con-
finement for years at a time where I could have no priv;leges or
pleasures of any‘kind. Every éingle thing in 1ife that men hold
worth while aﬁd that go to mske 1life worth living for, I have been
denied and deprived of. I have gone through evefy conceivable

kind.of torture that one man or body of men can impcse on another
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i I started out in 1ife enjoying it and hating no one. I am
winding it up now by hating the whole human race including my-
gelf and having no desire to live any longer. for all the
misery and tortures that I have went through, I have made
other men go through many times over, only worse.

Wwhen I first went to the linnesota State Training School
I w-s about eleven years old, lively, healthy, and very mis-
chievous, innocent and ignorant. The Law 1-mediately proceeded
to educate me to be a good, clean, upright Christian citizen
and a credit to the human race. They trained me a2ll right in
that Tfaining School. There during my two years I was tralned
by two different sets of people to have two differnet sets of
morals. The good people tried to train me to be good and the
bad reople did train me to be bad. .Tho method that the good
people used in training me was to beat goodness into me and beat
all the badness out of me. They done their best but their best
wamn't good encugh to accomplish the task they set out to do.
| In that school there were about 250 boys ranging in age from

seven or eight years old up to twenty-6re. These boys were

divided up into five companies or cottages. Each company was
in charge of a manager end & matron. I was first put in Cottage
¥o. 2. The manager'!s name wWas George Mann. The matron's name w;s
yiss Martin. And a fine pair of Christiens they vere to have

in charge of a lot of young boys to train. iy first reception

at the school was to be met by lMr. George kann who told me

the rules. Next he called me into his room to toke my pedigree
for an oral and physical examination to be put on the reccrds of
the Institution. He began the oral examination by askirg me my

name, parents, hablts, schooling, home 1life and history of my
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associations. He asked me if my father was insane, was he @
drunkard, wss he lazy or industrious. He asked me 1f my

mother was a prostiﬁute or a drunkard, was she educzted or
ignorant. After asking me a1l these questions and explaining

in detail just what each guestion meaqt and all about 1t,

he then stripped me naked and began mf physical examination, locking
to see if I was lousy or had any kind of sickmess or disease.

He examined my penis and my rectum, asking me if I had ever
cgmmitted fornication or sodomy or had ever had sodowy committed
on me or if I had ever masturbated. He explained in detail

and very thoroughly just «hat he meant by these things. That
began my education. I have learned a little more since. This
‘Mr. George Mann was a Christian, very rmach so. I was taught

to pray'when I got out of bed in the mornings, to say grace

at esch meal and give thanks to the Lord after It. e sang

a umn at each meal. A bible lesson every evening beforc bed-
time, and then jsut before bed-time to say another prayer. On
Sundays we were sent to Sunday School in the morning and Church
in the afternoon. Oh, yes we had plenty of Church and religion

all right. I used to be pretty ignorant and not able to read

. very well so I always had a hard job learning my Sunday School

lessons. For failure to learn these lessons I was given a whip~-
ping. During the first year I was there I used to get a beating every
Saturday night snd sometimes three or four more during the

week for doing somcthing I ﬁaan't suprosed to do or for not

doing something that I was supposed to do. Oh, yes, I had plenty

of abuse. They had various methods of punishing us for doing

wrong and for teaciing us to do right. The most popular with

them was to take us to the "paint shop”, so called because there

they used to paint our bodles black and blue.
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" a large towel was soaked in salt water and spread on our backs from

‘dining qoom{ Right there I began to get a little revenge on those who

6.
The Paint Shop was a very ingeniocus contrivance for inflicting
the worst punishment where 1t would do the least harm and the most
good. They used to have a large wooden block which we were bent

over and ticd face downward after first being stripped naked. Then

the shoulders down to the knees. Then the man who was to do the
whipping took a large strap about i of an inch thiek by 4 inches

wide and about two feet long with a handle on it nbout two feet long.
This strap had a lot of 1little round holes punched through it. Every
time that whip came dovn on the body the skin would come up through
these little holes in the strap and efter 25 or 30 times of this,little
blisters would form and then burst, and right'ﬁheré and then hell began.

The salt wat-r would do the rest. About a week or tvo later a boy

might be able to sit down. Maybe, if he dildn't sit down on anything

harder than a feather pillow. I used to get this racket regularly

and when I waé too 111 to be given that sort of medicine, they used

to take a smaller strap and beat me on the opcn palm? of my hands.
TWhile the other boys were playing ball, skating or swimming, I used

to b? given a Sunday School lesson and made to stand at attention with
my arms folded and my back to the field where the boys wer all playing
and enjoying themselves. Sometimes a dozen of us at a time would be
lined up like that. Ve were all sup:rosed to go to school a half a
day snd work half a day, and the rest of the time learn how to love

Jesus and be good boys.LNaturallj, I now love Jesus very mnuch.  Yes,

I love him so dam much that I would like to crucify him all over again.
I was toc dumb to learn anything in school so they took me out and put
me to work all day iashing dishes and waiting on teble in the officer's

abused me. Then I served the focd to some of the officers, I used to
urinaste in their soup, coffee or tea and masturbate into thgir ice-
cream or desert and then stand right beside them and watch them eat it.
They enjoyed it too because they told me so. I wish they eould resd

this now.
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- €6 punish those who punished me. The only thing I could figure out to

" in the laundry near some oil-soaked rags, That night the whole place

hot air I could and they gave me a parole and let me go home. In that

Once each week I used .to be sent to the laundry to get the clean linen

for the dining room. One cold winter day I went there and didn't come
back--not right away. I attempted to escape, but got caught, brought
back and dam near beaten to death. But they put me back to work in

the officers' dining room. The next thing I tried to do was to poison
thaﬁ Mr. Beorge lMann by putting rat poison in his rice pudding.-But
they caught me, be«t me and put me out of the dining room and into the
band. There the first day I learned to play one note and never learned

one since. About that time I began to try to figure out some other way

do was to burn down the building in which the Paint Shop was located.
This I did. I got a long, thick plece of heavy cotton string, wrapped
it around and round a long round stick, 1it one end of it -and hid it

bnrned down at a cost of over $100,C00. Nice, eh} Some of the boys

who were cleverer than I was fdnally put me wise how I should perform

if I ever wanted to get out of that joint, They told me to act like

I was u very good boy, tell everybody I met how much I loved Jesus,

and how I wanted to go home and be a good boy, go to school and learn to
be a preacher. I done just as they sugsested and I am damed if it didn't
work out just as slick as hot grease through a tin horn. I was called
befors the parole board one day and there I told them all the lies and

was I first found out how to use religion as a cloak of hypocrisy to
cover up my rascalities. One of the boys who showed me how to fool the
law was a boy by the name of Gillespie. He is now the Chieflor Captain
of Police in either Mlnneapolls, St. Faul or linnesota.

That Mr. George Mann was dishonorably discharged from his job

—

N
as Company Comnander of 24 Company, M. S. T. S. , by the then Head

Surperintendent, a iir. “hittier who fired him for committing some kind

i
of irmoral act on some of the boys under his care. This same Mr. Whittie:

was himself later on dishonorably discharged for the brutal and intuman
treatment of the boys under his chsrge. All of these t'ings are on file
among the records of the K. S. T. S.atRed Ving and can be verified by
anyone who cares tb look the facta up.

After serving about two years there, I was pronounced by the Parole
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Board to be a nice, clean boy of good morals, as pure as a 111y and
& credit to those in authority in the institution where I had been sent

to be reformed. Yes, surc, I was reformed all right, dum good and

reformed too. When I got out of there I knew all about Jesus and the Bible-
so much so that I knew it was all a lot of hot air. Put that wasn't all
I knew. I had been taught by Christians how to be a hypocrite and I had
learned more about stealing, lying, hating, burning and killing. I had
learned that a boyt!s penus could be used for something besides to urinate
with and that a rectum would be used for other purposes than crepitating.
Oh yes, I had learned a hell of a lot from my expert instructors furnish-
ed to me free of charge by socliety in general and the State of ﬁinnésota
in particular, From the treatment I received while there and the lessons
I learned from it, I had fully decided when I left there Just how I would

live my life. I made up my mind that I would rob, burn, destroy, and

kill everywhere I went and everybody I could as long as I lived. That's
the way I was reformed in the lMinnesota State Trailning School. That's
the reaaons'why. 7hat obhers may have lesrned by the same sort of treat-
ment in other and similar institutions, I don't know but this I dd know
that in later years I have met thousands of graduated of those kind of
institutions and they were either in, going into or just leaiing Jails,
prisons, mad-houses or the rope and electric chair was yawning for them
as it is for me now,

VWhen I was discharged from the school I was given a suit of clothes,
five dollars in money, a ticket to my home and e million decllars worth
of good advice., This advice I threw in the first ash can with my Bible
and Sunday School Lessons and report cards. The Five dollars I spent
on the train for candy, fruit and a belly-ache. The ticket I used to
ride as far as my home. The sult was taken éway from me as soon as I got
home. In exchange I was given an old palr of overalls and a hoce, taken

to the field, told to earn my keep by work and the sweat of my brow. That :
didn't sound so good to me so I told my folks that I wanted to go to schcc;
and study to be a preacher and save sculd. I put up such a hot line of
talk that it was decided to send me to a German Lutheran School where
the minister taught German to kids in the basement on week days

and saved souls on Sundays in the same church.

A
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' kids began to point their finger at me and yell, "Reform Echool,

The German Lutheran Church and School of Grand Forks, North

Dakota.

This scheme worked fine for about a couple of months and then the
"
every time I passed by. Then I started knocking thelr blocks off
every time I could catch one alone. They told the#r parents who told
mine who in turn told the German preacher to do his duty by me. He
did. He started whipping me pretty regularly but I was a pretty big
boy and very strong so one day when he started beating me, I came back
at him and gave him a good scrap but he was too much for me so he won
that time. But I had learned a thing or two by then. Une of them was
a little plece of poetry about a Colonel (Colt:

Be a man elther great or small in size,
Colonel Colt will equalize .

With that idea in my mind I looked around until I found a kid
who had a big, old-fashioned, heavy czliber Colt pistol. I got it.
The xxx next day at daylight I stole one of my brother's vests, put the
big pistol in the inside pocket, and went to school and the first crack
out of_the box after school opened up I gave the preacher-teacher
warning to lay off of me or I would fix him. I guess he took it for
granted that I was bluffing or incapble of carrying out my threats
80 Instead of leaving me alone he immediately got his whip and ordered
me to the fromt for punishment. I refused to leave my seat. He came
down and tried to pull me out but I held en with both hands 'and fect.
Then he started beating me over the head and shoulders with the whip,
and at the same time yanking at my coat and vest collar to pull me out.
Bhe buttons on the vest gave out before I did. The prescher gave a yank.
The buttons on the vest tore loose and tha.pistol fell on the floor
and the preacher with it. He fell on his big, fat caboose with his mouth
wide open and his eyes as big as saucers. He was péralized with sur-
prise and fear. All he could say was, "Hine Gott, line Gott, a gun, a
gun,” I was not sﬁrprised or afraid. I was mad as hell. I jumped out of
my seat, grabbed the gun and pointed it at thim right between his horns
and pulled the trigger two or three times but it wouldn't go off. The
school was in an uproar, 2nd during the excitement I fizured it was
a good time for me to go somewhere else. I did. I went home. I thought
I was a hero and I figured they would kill the fatted calf for me as
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I told my sbory. Instead of killing the fatted calf thej dam nemr
killed me. They had heard the other side of the story first, and
before I had a chance to tell my end of it, I got a wallop alongside
of the coco that floored me and the next I knew was that my blig older
brother had me by the throat choking me to make me tell where I had
hidden the gun. I told him and when he went out of the back door
to look for it I went out of the front door to look for another one
to shoot him with. I have never secn him since except once for a very
short time. Tﬁat night I resumed my journey.to the Vest that had been
cut short two vears before. I didn't want to be a preacher any more,
I wanted to be a cowboy and shoot me a few wild Indians and tame
preachers. That's more than twenty yeafs ago but I have been a cowboy
since. I never shot any wild Indians but I did shoot a tabe preacher
once., I shot him right under his shirttail. His name 1s Reverend
Johnson and he ahs a church and runs a mission in Baltimore, lMsrylarnd
right now. But this happened many years later. At my s=2cond attempt
to run away from home to go out and see the world, I was a little
more successful, Since then I have béen all over the world. I have
seen it all, and I don't 1like what I have secn of it. Now I want to get
out of this damed world altogether.

I was about i3 or 14 years old at the time I ran away from homo.
the second time. In theory if not in actual practice I already knew
how to ket by in the world. What I didn't know I soon learmed. 1
started out a hobo and scon learned how to r~idé freight trains and
passenger trains, inside and out, without paying ny fare. For the first
three or four months after I left home, I hoboed my way to the Pacific
Coast and all over the west; sleeping in box cars, barns, sheds, hay-
stacks or most anywhere at all. ¥y eating I hot by begging and telling
peorle lies and hard luck storelis about how I was a poor orphan and how
rmach I loved Jesus; how I wanted to go to this place or that plaecs,
whichever way I habpened to be going at that time. That's where my rich
uncle lived who wantéd me to come to him--a lot of bunk without any
truthwhatever in it. But peop%g used to fall for it and feed me and help
me on ny way. Sometimes but not always so. I done a 1little stealing
whenever I could. Sometimes I worked for a day or two. One experience

I had during that time I never forgot and it had a direct bearing

on a lot of my actions later in life.
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I was riding in a box car one night in the Vest. I was alone and
feeling th~t I would 1ike some one to tall: to, I walked over the train
until I came to an open lumber carr. There were four big, dburly bumns
in it. Vhen I saw then, I told them about the nice warm tox car G
had just left. It was clean and full of straw. They all immedistely
got interestcd and friendly and told me to lead them to it. I did
but I very scon wished that I hadn't because just as soon ss we all got
into the car and shut the door, and the tr:ir pulled out, they all began
to tell me whet a nice boy I was and how they would make me rich. They
were going to buy me all the silk underwe:r in the world =nd I would soon
be wearing diamonds as big as baseballs. In fact they proemised me every-

thing in the whele world, but first they wanted me -to do a little scme-

thing for them. Then they told me what they wanted from me, I very
‘soon began to figure that that was no place for me. I didn't want
any of that for mine. I told them no. But my wishes didn't make any
diffcrence to thems “hat they douldn't g2t by moral \ersuaqion they
proc-eded to gst by force. I ceried, bezged and plesded for moercy,
pity snd sympathy but nothing I could say or do could sway them from
helr purpose. I left that box-car a sadder, sicker but wiser boy than

I was when I entered it. Arter that I always went alone whenever and

herever possible. I hsd pone other similar experience with men. I was

in a small town in the “est on a Sunday afternoon. I vas just a roor,

young, ignorant, friendless and nearly harmiess young kid. I was broke

and hungry and I went into a livery stable where a bunch of town loafers
were sitting around rushing the can and hitting the bottle. “hen I
aprroached them and begged for a bite to cat and told my hard luck
story about how I loved ﬁesus and what a good boy I was and how far
,I had traveled and how old I was, they all became deeply interested and
_very sympathetic toward me. They didn't promise me any silk underwear
"or Jewelry but they had a better scheme than that. Thay told me how
good the beer was and how rmch better the whiskey was. They first offeored™
me a 1litcle drink snd tren a bigger one, snd it wasn't very long until
iI was so drunk that I didn't know my own name and soon after I didn't

know anything at s11. But I sure knew something when I woke up.

These two experiences taught me several lessons. Lessons that I

mnever forgot. I did not want to learn these lessons but I found out
{ : _
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{ that it isn't what one wants in this world that one gets. Force and

. might make right. Perhaps things shouldn't be that way ™ut th~t's

E the way they are. I learned to look with suspicaion end hatred on
| \ everybody. As the years went on that idea persisted in my mind above
all others. I figured that if I was strong encugh and clever enough to
impose my will on others, I was right. I still bellevethat to this
day. Another lesson I learned st thzt time was bhat there wcre a lot

of very nice things in thisworld. Among them were whiskey and sodomy.

But it depended on who and how they were used. I have used plenty of

both since then but I hafe recelved ~ore pleasure from thbmrthan I did
those first times. Those were the days when I was learning the lessons t
that 1ife teaches ﬁs 2ll, and they made me what I am today. It wasn't my
fault that the teafhers who gave me my instructions vere the wrong kind

or that the lessons they taught me were the wrong kind. ken made me

what I am today, and if men don't like what they have made of me, they
must put the blame where 1t belongs.
. After I had hoboed sround the country for a few months, I was

finally caught in a small petty larceny burglary at Butte, Montana. I

was held in the county jail where there were 50 or 100 older men put
in there for all the kinds of crimes and meannesses there are thst men
could do on each other. I was there a month or two under the name of

? p}/ | Carl Panzram. Then I was tried and sent to the Yontana State Reform

E Qyﬁ ’lSchool at Mlles City, iontana. There I stayed ne:rly one yeér. While
there I spent my time either working in the shoe-shop or in the fields
and gardens. "hen I wasn't doing that, I vas trying to escape or

‘being punished for trying it. I was a pretty big boy at that time--
very stubborn and contrary, deceitful and treacherous. I had been in

a few small scrapes and all of the officers had orders to watch me close
ly. That didn't worry me ruch but there was one officcr there by the nanm
of Bushart, an ex-prize fighter fpom Boston, who made it his special dutj
to make l1life miserable for me. He done a pretty thorough job of it. He
kept on nagging at tme until finally I decided to murder him.

Every evening in the schoolroom, he used to sit up on top of one of the
front seats while he had one of the boys black his boots. He was doing
that one evening, and I got a board about 2 feet long &nd 12 ins. wide
by one inch thick, This board was made of hard oak wood and had about

three or four pounds of iron on one end of 1t. I took this and sneaked
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up behind him and whacked him on top of his head. It didn't kill

{him but it made him pretty sick, =nd he quit monkeying with me any

= i[more. For this I got several beatings and locked ﬁp and watched closer
Qgﬂkﬂ than before. They were going to indict me and send me to the State

g Priscn at Deer Lodge for that but I was too young. As the im=m law

would not pernit them to send 2 14 or 15 year old boy to State Prison,
they done their damdest to make life miserable for me. They worked
me hard and best me harder. You see they were trying to make a good
boy of me. They took me in the hospital and operated omme by clip-
ping my fore-skin off tp sBtop ﬁe from the habit of masturbation. So
they Saiq anyway but how the hell they figured that would stop me is
more thgﬁ I could see. I can'’t yet.
At taht time a Mr. Hawkins was Superintendent. His method of
teaching ué boys religion was to hammer it into us morning, noon and
night just the same as they done to me at Red Ving. But 1t seems
" as though we werpe not getting encugh religion yet. Hawkins got fired

for stealing the funds of the cState and for that money and for the mis-
4 handling of the boys under his charge. The next man to take ur his
job vas a devil chasing soul saver, a preacher by the name of ilr. Price.

His method wss to pat us all on the pratt and tell us all vhat good boys

L [ TR SR R

3 he thocught we were., He lasted quick. Ve all began to leave his happy home

as soon as ve could get sround a corner and then run. After I was here

{75 DRI, s

nearly a year I began to be good'pala with a boy by the name of Jimmie

Benscon whose home was in Butte and who was a pretty smart little boy.

NETTeR YL

Between the two of us we concoctcd s scheme that we could both escape the
same day. lile was trusted but I wasn't so he was to run away first and while
he was gone and all of the screws were out chasing him then I wzs to blow.
7e had a prearranged place to hide until the hunt was over and then we were
to meet at another place about 40 nmiles away. Ve ezch done our part
and the scheme worked like a ¢! arm. Our plans called for a meeting

j place about 40 miles away at the first water tank east of Terry, Monttna.
The first to arrive wnas to walt for the other. I arrived therc first,
on the third night sfter our escape. I looked arcund and saw no one

_ 80 I took my ircn bar which I had carried all the way from school

% then I walked sround behind the tank, Lay down to sleep, cold, hungry

) and tired but free and happy. I was awalened at daylight by hearing
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someone rattling tin cans and smelling food. I didn't know who

it might be so I peeked around the corner wher I saw a man dressed

in a nice blue suit with a big Stetson hat on. On one side of him

lag 2 big sack full of clothes and food while on the other wazm a belt
full of shells and a scsbbard of pistol: The man was eating and
drinking with his back turned towards me. I was hungry and wanted

the grub, clothes and the pistol, so I took myg iron bar and sneaked
up on him and was just about to bounce it off of his head when he
heard me =nd grabbed the gun and turned around so I could see that

4t was my partnor Jimmie Benson. le 12id his gun down and I dropped
my iron bar and we began to celebrate. In the sack he had food =2nd
clothes for me, which he had stolen a few miles down the line the

day before by breaking into a surveyor'®s and homestesder's shack.
After we ate and I dressed up, he gave me the gun as I was the biggest
of us two and probably the meanest. Then we were all organized and
ready to do battle with anybody. We didn't go back looking for the
screws who were looking for us but we were 1n hopes that we might meet
one of them, we were both pretty dam hostile aﬁd we felt that 1if wa
ecouldn't meet any of them, then someone else would do to have our
revenge on. It didn't take long for the pair of us to raise plenty

of hell with a lot of different people. I stayed with him about a
month, hoboing our way east, stealing and burning everytiing we could.
He showed me how to work the stick-up racket and how to rob the

poor boxes in churches. I in turn taught him how to set fire to a
church after we robbed it. We got very busy on that robbing and
burning a church regulsr every chance we got. When we got tired

of riding on a trein, we used tolopen up the journal boxes, take

out the greasy waste packing and throw some sand or gravel into it.
they wouldn't get far with that car until they had a hot-box. At that
time the wheat harvest was going on in North Dakota and whole trzin
Josds of wheat would be shipped, sometimes loose in cars. Every time
we saw a car or train loaded like that, we would crawl underneath on
the fods ~nd cut or bore holes through the floor so that the wheat
would pour out through the holes and go to waste on the tracks as the
train was rolling along. By the time we got as far east as Fargo, North
Dakota, we had between us, two gcod six-shooters, each had a good sult

and sbout £150.00 in ciash besidss virious assortment of watches, rings,
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end other alum that e had 8ot by the dburglary route and by hervesting
the harvesters., At Fargo we split. Jimie went back to Butte and it

was only a short time later that he got caught in a hold-up and sent

to the big-house at Deer Lodge dontana, for ten years. I met Him

thore years later when I myself was sent there for burglary.

| After Jimmle and I split up, I went to my home where I stayved

g only a day or two snd then I headed west again. Qut to the coast

i again and back to Montank where I Joined the U. S. . irmy about 1905
or 1906. I joined tke 6th Segular U. S. Infantry. I was only in

the Army a month or two when I got three years in the U. S, uiiitary
Prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, I wasn't there long before I

tried to escape but luck was against me. The next thing I done there

was to burn up all the prison shops. That time I used a candle inside
.of a one gallon can. In the bottom of the can was a lot of o0il soaked
rags. “hen the candle burned down to the rags that set the whole works
ablaze. the sure made a fine littlg blaze, a clean sweep. Another
hindred thousand dollars.to my credit, and-the best part of it was thet
no one ever found it out until now. I was in stripes as a third class
prisoner nearly all the while I was there. I was always in trouble

of some sort. I had a job of swinging an"18 pound harmer in ths

rock quarry nost of my bit. Ky nuober was 1874 and -y name was Carl

Panzram. There I done 37 months. I done plenty of work, and I had

Plenty of punishment and the only good prt of it wms that they didn't

try to hammer any more religion into me. ¥y Generzl Court XMartial or

i trial was held at Fort william Herny Herrison, Helena, Montsna, and my

E x/pourt proceedings were reviewed by the then Secretary of Viar ip, Howard
yﬂ Taft. He recomended me for three years and he signed 'em, Fcourteen

(p ‘years later I had the very good fortune to rob him out of about 40,000

“

worth of jJewelry and liberty bonds. This happened at his home 4in New

Haven, Connecticut in the surmer of 1920.

I was discharged from that prison in 1910. Before I left there

I sung 'em the same old song snd gave 'enm the some line <bout how I

sure loved Jesus md what a good nice yourg man I= es and how mich good

warmet v e welae . .

it had dons me to be sent to that prison. I don't know if they believed
me or not but they all said they did anyway. They all declared that I was
Fure 28 a 111y and free from all sin. They told me to g° and sin no

. more. I agreed with evervthing they said. They gave me {5.00, m suit of
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clothes, and a ticket to Denver, Colorado. %ell, I was a pretty
rotten égg before I went there but when I left there, all the good
that ever may have been in me had béen kicked and beaten out of me long
before. All that I had in my‘mind at that time was a strong deter-
mination to ralse plenty of hell with anybody and everybody in every
way I could and every time and every place I could.

I was the spirit of meanness personified. I had not at this time
got so that I hated myself, I only hated everybody else. ~

At this time of my 1ife I was about 20 years old, 6 foot tall and
weighed about 190 pounds of concentrated hell-fired man inspired mean-
ness, I was as strong =8 two or three average men. I had to be to
be akle to stand some of the punishments and labor that I went thru
during my 3 years in the U. S. M. P. One of my tasks and punishments
while thefe was to be shackled to a 50 pound iron ball for 6 months.
During thaﬁ time I wore that ball and chain day and night, slept with
it and worked with it on., My work was in the rock quarry =nd that was
3 miles from the prison. The gmsng of sbout 300 convicts =md 40 screws -
used to march out in the morning and back at ﬁight. The other men
had nothing to carry except themselves but my part was to load my iron
ball, and 18 pound hammer, a pick and shovel and 3 6 foot iron crow-bar
all intoa wheel barrow and march behind the 1ine of cons, out to the
rock quarry and there work for 8 3 hours in the hot Kansas sun, busting
big rocks and after that was ail over to pack my little iron pill‘and
my tools into the Irish buggy and wheel it all back to the prison. There
eat my supper of stinking cod-fish, grcasey stew or ﬁouldy and wormey
rice or beans. But all of that treatﬁenc ald one good thing for me. The
worse the ?ood was and the hardef they worked.me, the stronger I got. 1
quit my ol& habit of masturbating because I cduldn't do that and the
hard work and-puﬁishment at the same time. YVhen I left thereand went to

Denver I was busted, snd to get a start with a few bucks I took a job

*4in 2 Re R. mule-skinner's camp. I was there only a few wecks but I licked

every one in it and was getting all set toc go to work on the boss-man
when he fired me, pulled a gun on me and drove me out of camp. I took
mig pay, went to towmn and bought me a gun, the biggest I cculd find in
Denver and they have some big ones there. With the balance of my money

I went down to the red-light district figuring on getting good and drunk
and then taking charge of that sertion of Dénver. But something went

wrong somevhere becsuse the next afternoon I woke up to find myself
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laying in an alley feellng pretty sick. I had no gun, no money, My
cogt hat and shoes were zone but I had a few lumps on top of my head
that weren't there before. And the worst was yet to come about a

week, later when I found that my collection slso included a fine first-

-class case of gonnorrhea. ) began to suspect that the 1adies were very

| good things to leave alone. I have followed that policy pretty closely

but not while I was sober or 1n the daytime vhere I could see 'em first.

After leaving Denver I hoboed around stealingas 4 went snd not
forgetting to take over all the churches I could, until I hit Hutchison
where the State Falr of Kansas was being held at the time. There I
Joined up as a rider for Col. Bickey's Circle D 1/ild West show which
was playing with Kliens Carnival Company at that time. I lasted dbout
& week but during that time I fought and licked everybody around there
including the harses and steers. Then they got tired of me being on
the prod all the time so they canned me. Then I went over to where the
Kansas Ctate l1litai soldiers were camped and stole one of their tents
and was carrylng away some sacks of cats and graih when the sentry
caught me but he was only s tin soldier and a kid at that so I took
his rifle and threw 1t in the horse trough and was going to throw him

in after 1t when=Qb6ut nine thousand more came running tc his rescue,

, It was sbout time for me to leave there -nd £o somewhere else, I did.

I went to Sedalia, Missouri, where they were holding their State Fair.
In 8 day or so the Carnival Company with the Circle D. showed up to play
but they had had bad luck. The first night's stand they had the mis-
fortune to lose their horse tent =nd cook tent by some scoundrel touching
a match to them. I left there right away quick. I went to St. Louis
where I got a job for the C. and E. I. and she I. C. K. R, as a guard
and strike breaker. They first sent me to the yards at Centralia,
Illirois, vhere I started in to lick every union striker I saw. I

didn't see many so I started to 11kd the scabs and guardg snd I
succeeded so well that the Company sent me to Cairo which was a hard
town with plenty of trouble there. Yhen I got off of the train a

union picket stopped me to ask me my business. I licked him. A Copper
stopped us from fighting and I licked him. Anyway, he stopped fighting
me long enough to blew his whistle for help and while he ms doing that
I riggred it was a good time for me to go and report to my new boss.
when I reported to him, I gave him a letter that my former boss at
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Centralia had given me to give to hinm. He read it, got up and patted
me on the back, told me whﬁt a fine fellow I was and then told me to
go out in the R, R..Yards and if I saw’ anyone there who had no buslness to
be there, to knock their blocks off and run ' em ragged. I told hi=m I

would, and I did-- so much so that the whole town of Cairo was out to

" scalp me. The next Saturday night being pay day and me having a few

bucks in my pocket and feeling pretty good, I decided to go up town,
get a few drinks and then go and see what the girls in the red-light
district had to offer.

In the first saloon I struck I met a very nice and accomodating

‘fellow who offered to show me a good time and a nice girl but first

he had to call her dn the phone. He did as he promised me. He showed

me the town. Something else too. He took me around the cornef and

showed me about a dozen bilg, husky, mad union étrikers. They at once
proceeded to see 1f I was such a hell of a fighter és I thought I was.

I wasn't. They cleaned me up in great shape and then the cops came and
finished the job by throwing me in the can. ¥y boxx got me out of there
and gave me 2 ticket to.E. St. Louls and dnother-letter to another boss-
man there but when I got on the train I tore open and read that letter.
After reading 1t I decided that St, Louls could try to get along with-

out me. I went to Chicago, looked at the loop and the Lake front =nd

started out for lexico where thpro was & war on at the the time, I
figured that a Mexican was easier to lick than a lot of hard boiled
railroaders. Besides I had heard that all of the Churches in 01d Mexico
were full of gold and silver, ﬁaybe I could get my share. A1l the Ameri-

can churches I had robbed wouldn't keep me in cigarette money. I left

 Chicago hoboing, stealing any way I could and by the time I hit Jackson-

- ville, Texas, I had collected two heavy calibered pistols, some money,

~

not much though, and one of the most beautiful, curly-haired, blue-eyeg
—

; rosy-cheexed fat boys that I have ever seen in my 1ife srnd I have seen

__Ir. Hoore rired Mr. Awkwaite or Hawknight or whatever his name was.

-zl BeEh, BN

some nice boys.

At Jacksonville, Texas, we were pinched. The cops took my gun
but left —=2 my boy. fe were both sent to the County road gang at Rusk,
fexas, “hen we got to the road gang, they gave me a chain to wear on my
leg and took my boy away from me. The boss-Man's name was lr,., Mocore. lHe
took my boy to sleep in his tent. I guess he wanted to s:uwme the boy's soul
or scmething. Anyway, about three weeks ofter I was there, this Mr., lioore
and one of his officers by the name of Awkwaite or Hawknight or some such
2 naﬁe got Into g heTl of g Baltle and were gring to sfhroot ezch cother.
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Awk went to town and complained to the county officails and they in turn
came out to the camp, investigated the conditions and fired lr. Loore.
Then my boy was chased out of the Ufficer's tent and put hack into the
prisoners' tent where I was. Then he told me tales about -r. koore and
¥r. Hawkbright and what a queer pair of Christian'degnqarets they were--
both married men with familiea, too. At the time of our arrest and
confinement there I gave the name of Jeff Davis, and the boy gave the
name of John H. Clarke. This~was in the winter of 1910 and 191l1l. These
things are all on the records and can be verified by anyone.
My sentence on that roasd gang called for 40 days or %19.70 at
.50 per day. I finished my 40 dayé;smd asked the Boss-Man to cut my
chain off and turn me loose but he left the chain on and knocked my
block off instead. The next daﬁ I ran away, got caught, brought back
and whipred at the snorting pole. Then I worked 20 days more and
asked the same question of the same man. He §ave me the same answer
as he had before. The next day I tried-again to move ocut with the
same result. igadh in five days I tried but that time I wasSuccessful
in my attempt. I walked to Palestine, Texas, caught the trucks of a
fast mail train, and that night I got into Houston, Texas. -hen I
got there, the train couldn't get in because the whole town was on fire
so I got off and walked through tho town, enjoying the sights of 211 the
burning buildings and listening to the tales of woe, the moans and.sigha
of those whose homes and property were burning. I enjoyed it all very
mich. Several times ﬁaople asked me to help them save their vzluables.
Sure I helped 'em save thelr stuff but not for them. I wore scme of
the clothing for months after that I nhelped to save. The stuff I stole
there kept me in funds and 1living high until I hit El Paso, Texas.
There I crossed the liexican border to Jarez in 3exico where I
tried to join the ¥exican Army but the Federals were in ccntrol there
and they wouldn't accept me. I left E1 Paso on the E1 Paso and Scuth
Western R. R. going towards Del Rio. At that time I was with a young
quarter breed Indian whose home was in Xalamath Falls, Uregon. e also
told me that he had just got out of the pen at Yuma, Arizcna. 7e
palled together for a week or two. After leaving Z1 Paso we rode our
way to smoe small town about 50 or 75 miles away. There we met a fellow
who told us he was abcut 35 yearﬁ 0ld and that he had been working in
some R. R. Camp near by and that hl had $35.00 on him. I and the Indian
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got interested right away. Vie told him a lot of bull and conned him

into walking with us on the wagon road beside the tracks to the next
town. Ve started and got a few miles where we came to a stretch of

road with tall mesquite brush =md greasewood on both sides of the road.
no hduses in sight and no signs of any other people. There I put the

arm on him and we dragged him through the fence on the left hand side

of the road, e walked into the brush for about 1/4 nof a mile away

from the road. There we ‘stopped and robbed him of his 35 bucks. I

tied him up and we walked away. We hadn't gone far before the Indlan
sald to me that we had better go back and do s better job tying him

up as I hadn't done a very-good job., Luc? w2 did because w hen we got
back where we had left him he was just about loose, This time the Indilan
tied him up. Pirst he took his belt off, pulled his pants down to below
his knees and tied his legs together with the belt and also tied his
shoe-laces together, then he tied his hands behind his back. Then he
tied his hands to his feet pulled up together behind. Then he stuffed a
sock in his mouth and tied a handkerchief tight over that and then tied
him to a tree. H#e was then ready to leave him, %xix and walk away but I
wasn't through yet. I fligured that while I had such a good chance as that,
I would commit a little sodomy on him, This I proceeded to do. Then I in-
vited the Indian to take a ride but that dam fool was only an Indian. He
hadn't received the full benefits‘of civilization yet 1like I had so he
declined the honor. Ve left that guy right there in that shape. He is still
there unless the buzzards and coyotés have finisted the last of him long
ago. This was in the year of 1911, and the town and placé was somewhere
between E1 Paso and a R. K. @lvision point where we went to that night
and there bought a tick to DPel Rio, Texas. There we spiit. Vhere he went
I don't know and don't care. I crossed the border at Del Rio to Agua
]Prieta, %exico, where I enlisted in the Foreign Legion of the Consti-
‘tutionalist Army of Northern iexico. Cur commander was General Stanley
Williams and the Commander-in-chief was General Yrosco. I was with

that outfit for about 2 month or so but all the churches I ever saw

had all been robbed before I got there. A1l that any of.those cholos

had was a few beans and some pepper--dam few beans but lots of pepper. I

didn't care much for their beans and much less for their pepper.
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As I couldn't do much business inmy line there, I deserted
but first I stole my horse and everything that wasn't tied down.
I rode my horse to death before I hit the border, thers I left
everything I had stolen and then dam near run myself to death
before I got back to the land of the free and the home of the brave.
I g#mmedlately got busy on the S. P. line from Yuma, Arizona to Fresno,
California. During this time I was busy robbing chicken coops and then
touching 2 match to them I burned old barns, sheds, fences, snow-
sheds or anything I could and when I couldn't burn anything else I 5
would set fire to the grass on the praries, or the woods, anyth iing
and everything. I had a pistél and I would spend all my spare change for
bullets. I would take pot-shots at farmers? houses &b the windows.
If I saw cows or horses in the fields I would cut loose 2t them, At
night while I was riding the freight trains I was always on the look-
out for scmething to shoot at or trying to stick up the other hobos that
I met on the trains. I looked ' em all over and whenever I met one
who wasn't too rusty looking I would make him raise his hands and drop
his pants. I wasn't very particular either. I rode ! em old and Young,
tall and short, white and black, it made no @ifference to me at all
except that they were human beings. During this time all along that
S. P. line, things were pretty warm. The sherriffs, copp-rs and roil-
road bulls were all hostile. I got pinched a couple of times but it was
in the daytime and during that time I would have my gun eﬁd sap and other
plunder planted. But in my pockets I always carried a well-thumbed
Bible and a prayer-bock and a 1ittle account book wher I had written
down a 18t of crap about where I had worked on different Jobs, how
many hours, days, what I earned and a lot of bull lilte that. So every
time a cop grabbed me, I would pull the old innocent ~nd injured racket.
Tell 'em how much I ldved Jesus and what a good hard-working hcnest fellow
I was. That nearly alw:ys worked fine, sometimes not.

%hen I hit Fresno, California,

e —

bicycle. I done 30 days and then escaped. When I got out of there,

I got 120 days 1in the can for stealing

a
I went and dug up my plant where I had left my gun and other stuff and

then started north on the S, P. line. I had not gone far before I met

¥r. Troub2e. He took the form of a R. R. brakeman.
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in an iron open coal car at the time with two other bums. They

i; knew nothing about me excépt the 1ies I had told 'em. I was sizing
up the ycunge;t and best looking yone of the two and figuring when
to pull out my hog-lez =md histe 'em up. But a shack comes over the
éop and bounces down into oy cer and begins bawling us all out =nd
telling us to dig up or unlond. He asked us all who we were a2ni what
we were. I don't know what the other two told him but I pulled out
my cannon ard told hin that I wa§ the fellow who went around the
world doing ppople gocd and ssked him if there was anything thst

I had that he wonted. ie sald no and that he was s good fellow

and naver put anybod; off of his trains und to prove that he wns

a good fellow he offered to buy us all a feed and offered to give us a plece
of change. i:ie gave me a piecég;hange, all he had, and then he gave

me his watch and chain and then he was so kind as to rull his pants
down while'I rode him around the floor of the freight car. “hen I
was through riding him, I told the other two bums to mount hiz but they
declined to indulge in that forn of pleasure. But by my using a little
moral persuasion and much waving around of my pistol, they also rode =r.
Brakeman arcund. After our very pleasant and rrofitable, for me sny-
way, little trip was all over, the other three got off to walk. They didm't
want to but they did anyway. The freight was rolling along 2t sabout
15 or 20 miles an hour so I guess they d idn't hurt themselves very
mach. It didn't hurt me any. I have boen unload=d from trains :
going much faster than we were then quite a few times and I am still
alive to remember it. After they got off, I kept rolling =long into
and out of Sacramento, through Oregon, up to Seattle. There I got the

an for a short bit. All this time since I left the prison at Fort
Leavenworth I had been going under the name of Jeff Davis. Now I
changed Y7 name to Jack ‘llen. Under that name I was pinched for high-
way robbery, assualt and sodony at the Dallas, Oregon. I was in §ail
there held for the action of the grand jury. I was there sbout 2 or
3 months and then broke jail thore. I haven't been there since. Before

I left there one day they put sn old safe blower in th:t can. 1
immediately asked him to teach me how to blow sufes. ile didn't xkxy stay
there long enough to teach me that but he showed me how I could break out

of there. He was taken to toscow, Idaho, to stand trial for a post
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office robvery. te got 5 years in Leasvenworth. Dater on he got another

and bigger bit. He is still in the can. His nare was Cal Jordan or Doctor
Jordan. He also done a bit in the hoose-gow at Salem, Oregon, under the mme
of Hopkins. A few days after he left The Dallas, I broke jail. This was in
1912. From there I went to Spokane. ~mong my loot there was two of the copper:
pistols. Then I bcught six hack saws and tied 3 on each leg under my sock

and underwesr. I then went to loscow, Idaho, to try to get the old safe-blowe:
out. “ehn I got there I hid the two guns, scme clothes and food and then
walked up to the jall, broke in to it but got caught doing so and got 30 days
myself, The thanks I got from old Cal w:s £hat he thought I was in love with |
iin and he tried to mount me, pgt I wasn't broke to ride and he was, so I
rode him. At that time he was aéout 50 years old and I wis 20 or 21 but I was

sfrong and he was weake iz
Vhen I got out of jaii: I got as far sas ngrison, Idaho, where I got
pinched and put in the can where I at once triéd to break out by setting fire
to the jail, but I got caught and a day or so later I was 1n the jail at
wallace, Idaho, under th§ name of Jeff Davis. .3
Some morths later I was pinched at Chinook, Yontana, for hurglary, I
: ’\q jck tock a plea fo gullty and got 1 year at the state prison at Deer Lodge,
§§U}ﬁ ¥ontana. When I got there I met my 0ld partner Jimmie Benson who was doing
10 years = for robbery. I stayed there about e‘nonths and escaped. 4 week
later I was arrested at Thrée Forks, Montana, for burglary under the name of
Jeff Rhodes. I pleadad gullty and got a year and sent back to Deer Lodge
where I was at once brought to court and given one year for oy escape under t
pname of Jeff Davis. O,t of these thres sentences I served 23 months. In that
prison therevas WoOrx for only a few men and 1 wasn't one of thcse, All of th
‘cells were for 2 men in each cell; Laéh man could choose his own cell-mates
and get a new one anytime he wanted one. I used to want a new one pretty
regilar. At that place and time I got to be an experienced wolf. I knew
more about sodomy than old boy Oscar 17ilde ever thought of knowing. I would
/ stert the morning with sodomy, work as hard at it as I could all day and
| sometimes half of the night. I was so busy committing sodomy that I didn't
| have eny time left for to serve Jesus as I had been tsught to do in those

Reform Schools. The warden there w:s a big wolf b& the name of Frank Conley.
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He was the warden of that prison and mayor of the town of Deer Lodge for over

}
Honw .
,J”ﬁﬁ 30 years. e wound up his carreer by blowing ocut his own brains because he
// . -

T T ——

was due for a bit in one of his own cells for charges of stealing the state
—\.._._-—--——""_-—‘__—_—‘_'-\\ i FU ek it da
funds and for a host of other crimes.

— ot

nhen I left there, he told me I was as pure as a lily, and free of all

sin, to go and sin no more. He gave me $5.00, a suit of clothes, and a ticket
to the next town 6 miles away. I heade& back to the west and about 2 weeks
later I was pinched for‘burglary at Astoria, Oregon. The judge and the distriect
attorney offered to let me off light if I would plead guilty and save their
county taxpayers the expense of a trial.'I done so and they didn't. Instead
they gave me tﬁsflimit of 7 years. VWhcn I 5ot back to the Jaill the coppers
laughed at me, locked ﬁhe door and went away. "hen thﬁy were gone, I got out
of my cell, locked 211 of the other prisoners in their cellsr I plugged up

all the locks so no one could get in or out. Then I went to work and wrecked

,t eir dam jail. I tore loose all the radiators and steam pipes, smashed all
i

&>

the electric wiring took the cook stove, all the dishes, all the food, all
2N
thhe blankets, mattresses and clothing, all the furniture, benches, tables,

;‘ cheirs, books and everything that was loose or could be torn lcose and that

b
-

would burn. Then I piled &t all up ans set fire to it. The coppers finally

s

broke through the door, put the fire out and locked me up after first knocking

"my block off. Then I tried to play crazy but I couldn't fool the doctors.

<

| They took me to the State Prison at Salem, Oregon. This was in 1914 and my
l name there was Jefferson Baldwin, 7390. I swore I would never do that 7 years
and I never have elither. e S ta

-
. -

I was sent to the Oregon State Prison in 1914 and ‘as scon as I got there

e ——

’I was in more trouble. I swore I would never do that 7 years and defled the
warden a2nd all of his officers to meke me. The warden swore I would do every

dsm day of those 7 years or he would kill me. I haven't done it yeit and I

—

\am not dead but he 1s. His name was Harry Minto. His method of running the
prison all the time scheming and planning how to escape nd causing all the

[ trouble I could. If I couldn't escape, I would help everybody else &hat I

could., I was always agitating and egging the other cons on to try to escape

or ralse hell in some way.

g\y/ I finally met_ﬁ Big, tough, half-simple, Hoosler kid in there and I

Yol
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steamed him up to escape. e done everything I told him to and some more

that I didn't. He went to tﬁe warden and he asked for = job on the farm. He

got it. As soon as he did he attempted to escape right under the warden's eye.

The warden tore out to run him down. Hedid. When he caugnt the kid they were

& long ways in the lead of the other screws who were all chasing him but they

and some xmxm of the cons saw the whole deal. “hen the warden caught that kid

he at once started to beat his brains out but the kid came back a2t him and t

took his gun away from him and killed him and kept on going on his way but nct

Very far. The rest of the screws caught up with him and riddled him with bullet
Then that warden got killed, they sent his brother, a John Minto,to take.

. his place, 48 sson as the new warden got on the job he began to 1ooi;me up amd
make 1ife miserable for me, and I in turn done the same for him. I tried to
escape but no lack,--caught and severely punished. Yext I robbed the store
room and stgle a few dozen bottles of Lemon extract which I took out to the
gang 4n the yard ond got 'em all drunk and steamed 'em all up to raise hell
and battle the screws. They did just as I suggested. They run all of the yard
screws ragged. I didn't drink at all, llext I set fire to the prison shops and

K figured that I would go over the wall during the excitement but 1t didn't

ork worth a cent. The fire went good and burned the whole works down, and

\.\ff:;'

that was another hundred thousand dollars to my credlt. But I got caught thst
time. They kicked the hell out of me and put me 1nlthe cooler for 51 days on
bread and water and then carried me cut to a new place that they had just
built especially for me and a few more like me, in one corner of the yard
under the eye of the-two rifle guards day and night. There thoy thought they
had us safe for all time but in less thzn 3 months there were two of the bunch
that escaped. "heir names were Cocky 0'Brien and Step and a half Smith. But

3 of us couldn't go so we stuck znd when d=ylight came and the screws opened
our doors to feed us, they found 2 missing. Yowl Then there was hell to pay
for sure. As they couldn't punish the two who had got away, they took their
Spia; cut on the rest of us. Two of us, me and a fellow by the name of Curtis,
they stripred naked and chained us ym up to the door and then turned the fire
hose on us until we were black and blue, deaf and half-blind. T'.is caused

a big investigation by the aroused rublic and the gonsequences were thst

the warden, the deputy-warden, a skunk by the name of Vinegar Sherwood and
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9 screws got a can tied on theay, A new warden came then. nn ex-army captain

it s e o
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by the name of Murrhy, and a prefty good old scout he was too. The new ward-

en's method of rumning that prison was a radicel change from the old system.

I had never seen anything done like he was doing. There was no religion

about him and no brutality. Those who wanted religion could have it. There
was no punishment of any kind except cne and that was to be locked in a cell,
given a bed to sleep on, three meals a day, plenty of dbooks to read and
exercised twéca each daye ¥hen I first heard that I thought that he was
erexy. That was wrong. Then I thought he was a fool, That w s wrong. Then

I thought he must be a bit queer eexually. I thought he rmust be a runk or
some kind of fruit. But darmed if that wasn't wrong too. Then he told me

himself just what his ideas were. Pe was an idealist. A lot of his theoriles

were ﬁay over my he-d, and I was too durb to urderstard all he told me but
one thing he did tell =me that I did understand was this. ile told me that
he had looked up my record and it was gust as bad as 1t had been tbld to
him. The other officers and the former warden told him that I was the worst
man in the prison; and thati. they thought I was: the mearest and most cowardly
Gégenerate that they hadever seen or heard of. I agreed with vhat they todd
him.(ihen he told me that he didn't believe them at all and he told me I
was not the worst man 1n the prison, I told him to show me a WOrse .one.
Then he tcld me the biggest surprise of my life. He told me that if I

ould give him my word of honor that I wouldn't escape or try to that he
would open the gates and let me outside of the prison to go any dam place

I wanted to zo but to he back for the count at supper time. I thought for

a few minutes and then I gave him my word of honor that he would see me
there for supper tine and that I would not try to escape. Even when 1 told
him that I had not the least intentlions of keeping ny word'of honor. I fully
intended to escape at the first chance. Sut somethlng went wrong somehow.
¢ld Bby Spud ﬁas as good as his ord. He opened the gates and I was free
to go any dam place I wanted toi I just stood there dumfounded and so sur-
prised at what I couldn't understand that I didn't try to escape at sall.

| I just walked arcurd a little while to see if any screws were watching me
but I didn't see any so I sat down and tried to dope out what it was all
about.

| Of one thing I was sure. I could have gome if I had curcd to., And
another thing I was sure of was that there wasn't any more honor about
we than the stone I was sitting on. I just thought as I couldn't undor-

stand what it was all about that I would stick arocund a while and sec what
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happen and then I would sure beat it sfter a few days. That evening I walk-
ed up to the gate of the prison and de~nanded to be let in. Spud xu?ﬁhy was
‘waiting for me. He asked me why 1 didn't beat it. I told him I didn't know.

He asked me if I wanted a job on the farm as a trﬁsty; I told him no, I

went back into the prison and all thqﬂgoﬁs told me I was nuts. I thought

a——

so myself so I asked the doctor to examine me to see if I was craczy or not.

b2

He said I was sane. The warden gave me a job inside of the prison. I worked

for hi~ where I never would do anything right for any other wardens in other
: <

priscns. In other jails 1f they made me +ork, something always went wgrng-

fand dam quick too. If they put me tovork around any machinery, it soon went

on the bum, either the Yearings burnt out of somethiﬁg else was sure to happen

\ o
But I worked for Spud all right. T g :
o = = T L——

He soon got a basebsall team organized and a band. ie told me to learn to

play ball 2nd some kind of musical Instrument. The tallors made me a band

uniform and a baseball uniform. But I had never had any chance to learn to:

play baseball when I was a boy, and I was too dunb to learn -msic. Then he

told me to learn how to be a drum gajor ard lead the band but\I was too

dund to learn even that, so finally he asked me if I was too dun» to carry a

flag in front of the band. I could do that finc, Fvery veek after that the

whole band of 30 or 40 men and the baseball team of 10 or 12 men would load
onto trucks or on the train v1th only one guard with us and we Wwould go to

towns all over the State of ,Oregon. Th;s outfit of cons had every kind of a
mohgrel crook and ~urderer ther was in the prison, some doing life, some 99

years, some 50 some 20 and so on down to 1 or 2 years. The state was in an

S

uproar. The raspers al’ over the country had their eyves ‘on Spud Murphy and

everybody was watching his experiment with interest. .

\\--'TEIQ'gﬂﬂU“ﬂﬂﬂf?ﬁr;;I';ﬁmmer and during that tine I was put to work

outside the walls as a trusty. A few fellows escaped but not very many. I

stuck it out that was for about 7 or 8 months and nade no attempt to escape
in any way. I was allowed to stay out late in the evenings till after dark,
" just walking around or passing the time away talking, smoking and enjoying
life. :
There w~s a blg hospital close by kik=x where there wcre a lot of women
nurses working. They used to write mash notes and try to date me up for a

! good time. I used to go out once in a while and one night ~hile T was #ith

one of these firla, having a good time with a bottle of booze she had, I not

}i/\'/‘j" e
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being used to drinking much, got loaded to the eyes. I was pretty drunk

and the girl was very pretty and affectionate. I stayed too late and thon be-
ing drunk I thought I was a pretty dumb slod to stick around there when I couls

be heving that kind of a good time 211 the time. The nizht was ~arm and the

moen as shining bright. » freight train was whistling ﬁown in thes yards--

T . gt TN i
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callinz to mc i_figured. Aryway, I answered. I pulled out of there. & week

later I robbed a h-use ne:r Iugene, (regon. In the house I rut cn a geod suit
of clethes, what money I found I put in my pocket with a loaded ﬁistol vhich
I found therc. Then I sat down and at- for the firs:t time in about a weck.
{ When I left there I felt that I would rather die than be brcught back to the
/prison to face Srud Hurphy. I guess that'!s the reason I hnd courage encugh to

ey

put up 2 gun battle in daylight in the middle of a town; me alone against

the sheriff and the rest”or,tho town. \nyway, that's what happened a2n hour or

sc later. I fired.and fought until =y gun was empty of bullets,?:nd I was
,emrty Qf{hcurﬂge.f O g e R et s N . o i
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‘AJ”'Z_;ﬁeé.triéd':e'Qﬁﬁﬁuéeée a;d‘éay¢ néwé jearsffor thé barglsry and 3 years
for assﬁgit on the sheriff. Back'to_ghe priaoﬁ I vent where nothing wss done
to me éxcept to lock me ap for a fe#—ﬁonths..xfter-that the werdcons put me

ek to work on the inside of. the walls bui hé told me that in a fecw months
he would zut =e bﬁck ouﬁside_to work agaln s I was bofore. But that was too
mach for me, I‘got busy nnd got sone hack-saws and spreader and other tools

and clothes, and cne morning I made a break from the inside of the walls. I

made 1t clean. ]I have never becn back since. I still cre 14 §ears_thero. That
haprened in lday, 1918. They gave me gquite a chase. The whole northwest wus
aroused. te newiy organized State Constafbulary vere all after ne. Some of
the State ¥1litia =nd all of the citizens in that part of the country were
after no and Lha rewards thst were offered for me but it done then no gocd.
Iack was with me and I got clear awaye.
The war was on at that time and the country was pretty hot. Ivery once

in a whils I was picked up and cither turned locose or brecke lcosc. I took the

‘n\name of John O'Leary and 1 registered for the army draft at Meyeradale[-fenn-
Q&%Z/aylvania. They rut ne in Class l-A, That didn't sound good to me so ; kept
on noving. I moved into Baltimore where I worked for a few cdays st Sparrows
Point =nd then wont into Baltinore, bouzht a gun and met a2 nice boy. The boy
told mo 2 good joint to stick up at Frederick, lid. There we go to the hotel

where I registered as John ('Leary. "hat the kid's nane was, I don't know
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!out, Later I joined the Y. M. C. A. In YNew York, and "arine Firemans
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or care, -t fwo o'clock that morning we went down into the lobby of the hotel
and stuck up the joint. My end was better than J120GQ0 and gave the kid

about a couple hundred in sﬁall bills and about 1O0pounds of silver. ‘here

he went I don't know.

I went to New York to see what made the lights so bright there. I found

Oilers, .and - \ater-tendcr" U1$on. ”hose papers with oy membership card in the

?. 0. E. were sufficient to get me a Sesman's Identification card. irm=d with

those credcntlals I joined a ship, the James S, Vhitney of the Grace Line, Wen

to Panama and from there to Peru where I jumped her, went up to the copper

mines at Cerro De Pasco. "orked until the strike 2nd then went to Chuqui-

~ comatti, Chile, where I worked for the Braden Copper Corporation a short time,

|

then back to Panama where I signed up as z labor foreman for the Fcrtification

Division, U.S. Government. A short time there and I went up the cosst of

Panama to the iQ1ﬂnd“of Bocas, Del Toro, vhere I worked driving niggérs £6r"

the Sinelair Qil COWp"nV, They sent me to take charge of a gang way up in the

eI

body =nd e&ﬂrybody all the time. Tbis was in 1919, and I was still using the-

<;§€§Thlananca Indian ccuntry. llot long there until I was fired for fighting any- .

Q.Bnane of John O'Leary. I burned the oil well rig at Beccas Del Toro for which
“ R
*’v gthe's*nclair 01l Company offered 2500 reward but no one ever got 1t yet.
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I ‘ijslearned a little about uncivilized people while I was up.in the Talaman
3

:ca Indian country in Costa Rica and Fapnama and what I learned I liked and want
;d to learn some more about them so when I got back to Colon, Panama, I inquir

ed around a bit and found out 211 I could about a race of Indians who had

"not been contaminated or civilized yet by the other civilized people. Those

Indians were a t2ibe called the fan Blass Indians who lived in the Darian
counéry in the nountains and on the islands down the coast of Panama. it
Panama City I got a legation passport issued to me by the U. S. ambassador
there. But I had to have a boat to get down the coast and not having the monej
to buy one I set out to steal a small schooner. I :mnted arcund until I found
one I liked. Then I hunted around until I found 2 hard-bolled sailor who
would listen to me. Between us we concocted a scheme to ste 1 that schooner

end kill the owner, captasln and crewp. There were six of them on board of her
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The two of us got all ready to do the business but the other fellow got to
’dr;nking and while drurk, he alonc went to the schooner; killed all of the
8ix men but he was too drunk to handle the schooner and the consequences
were thnt he got caught. He was tried in the court at Colon, Fanama, and the
ccurt sentenced him to. 18 months for his crime. I was in the clear. I stayed
that way by getting on a Panama R. H. S. S. The Generaerothals or the S. S.

<

Colon, I don't kxnow which. I came to the States on her and joined the o, S

N \Houma, an oil tanker and wont from N. Y. To Port Arthur, Texas, and from there

to Glasgow, ccotland. There I robbed the ship and everybody on her for which

I got s short bit in Barlinnie Prison at Glasgow, Scotl-nd. "her I got out

of there I had money and my old Panama Passenger's passport.

I #ent to London, to Southhﬁmpton, crossed the channel to Le Havre in
France and up io Paris. Had a good time but scon broke so back to LeHavre
where I j-ined a ship to Hamburg, Germany z2nd a few other ports in Turope t
and then back to the States. Landed broke and went to Eridgerort, Connecticut,
where I robbed a jewelry store. I got about 57000 worth of stuff but my end
after peddliﬁg the lot was ;1500..Then I signed on the S. 5. ldanchuria and
went to Hamburg, Germany, and had a hell of a tine with my 1570 American
dollars and German marks at 60 ttothe dollar. In 9 days I was broke and csme

back on the same ship. Back in New York in the surmer of 1520 I tlilnk--June

-y

or Ju%g but maybe in ;Eﬁ¥5t' Five days after I gogﬂpgqgﬂprokgﬂgn the Manchuris

AT LT R e e
I vent up to hc: raven, Connecticut. There I robbed the home of some one in

e e R A R e

that place. I got sabout $4O 000 worth of Jewelry and 1iberty Egggg;”ggpv

Wy m———— T - T

were signed and registered with name. of M. H. Taft, ;nd among the J- welry

B
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‘:&f_a watch with hia name_on 1t, presen*ed to hinm by some ecngress or senate

while he was the Governor Gﬂneral of the Phillipine Islanm ~0 I know it
i Cm-‘

S LR T R

was the seme man who h-=d given me my threc years 1a the U. 8. M. P, when.,

he was fecretary of .ar about 1906. Out of this robbery I got {3000 in xkx=
‘-_._._;

cash and kept scme of the stuff. .ith that money I bought a yacht.--the

_Akista. Her initials and registry numbers vere K.N.B.C.,107,296. :4;;24

On my yacht I had quarters for five people tut I was alone, for a while.
Then I figured it would be a good plan to hire a few sailors to "ork for me,
get them out to my yacht, get them drunk, commit sodomy on the?Jrob thegb&nd
then kill them. This I done. Every day or two I would get plenty of booze
by robbing other yachts there. The B-rbra II was one of them. I ro“bed her am
a dozen or so others around there. I was hitting the booze rretty hard my-

self at that time. Every day or two I would go to New York and hang asround

B e Sl o o ek
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25 South Ctreot and size up the sailors vwhenever I saw a couple who were
about my size nnd scomed to have money I would hire them to work on ny
yacht. I would always promize big pay and easy —work. "hat they got was somee
thing else. I would take them and all their clothes and ge-r out to ny
yacht at City Island. There wo would wine and dine =nd vhen they vere drurnk o
enough,they would go to bed. vhen they were asleep I would get my 45 Colt.

Army Aulomatic, Fed= I stole from lr. Taft's home, and blow their brains out.

Then I would take & rope and tic a rocik on them and rut them into my row bozat,
row cut in the nmzin channel about 1 mile and drop 'em over tosrd. Trey are
there yet, 10 of 'em. I worked that racket about 2 weeks. Yy boat vas full

of stolen stuff, and the reorle at City Island were beginnirg to look queer

L\nt me so the next two sallors I hired I kept zlive and st work. One was

naned Delsney nnd the other was Goodman or Goodwin or somcthing like that.

The three of us on my boat pulled ocut one d -y and won& as far as Graves Ind
Bay, ﬂﬂmeork, where I robbéd another yacht. They knew it but I figured on
killing them heth in 2 day or two. But we only‘got as far down thé coast as
Atlantic City, H. J., where ny yacht was wrecked, with everything cn her lost.
The three of us got ashore alive. The other two I paid off snd where they went

4 con't now or care. I was sick at that time and s Dr. Charles “cGivern

o
| e

}¥ took core of me there at his hone for a week or S0, [iim I zave a few rieces

Jﬁ of jewelry of 0ld lan Téft's. I also gave him the 45 Colt automatic, that
5{*3 I done the killing with. I left his home and went back up to Connecticut
}}yi loocking for ancther 240,000, Ept I got £ix ronths in the can at Bridgeggyt,

d; ;Egzzgiﬁiggp, instead for burglary. I done that six months ~nd while there
} borroved 7100.C0 from my doctor Cherles lcGivern. .hen I got cut of the
can I went to hiladelphia. There I got my Colt 45 back from th- doctor.
Then I jcined the Flying Squadron of the Seamens Union who were on strike
at that tire. A few days later I got into a gun baktle with some scad sailors
and the cops. The cors won. I got pinched and held for the grand jury under
the ch:rgcs of iggravated assault and inciting o riot. I got out on bail
and immediately jumped it. I went to Norfelk, Virginia, got a ship tc Furcpe
and robted and jJumped her when I got there. Prom Europe I went down to tiatidi
in the Belgi=n Congo, ifrica. From there I went to Loanda Angela, Fortugese
ﬁ*‘ vest :frica, There I went to work for the “inclair ¢1l Compsany, ﬁriving
niggers and I sure drove the hell out of them too. I sasn't there long before
I decidzd to get me a nigger girl. I got one. I pald 3 big price for her.
I bought her from her mother and father for 80 eschudes or ab ut 28.00 in
American oney. The reascon I‘pnid such a big price for her was baecause
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she was a virgin. Yah 80 she sald. She was about 11 or 12 years cld.

I took her to my shack the first night and toock her back to her father's

" shack the next JAXE I demanded my money back because they had deceilved me

by saying the girl was a virgin. I didn't get my money back but they gave
me another and younger girl. This girl was about 8 years old. I took her to
my ahdgk and maybe she was a virgin but it didn't lock Jike 3t Lo me. I

tock her back and quit looking for qna&ore virgins. I looked for a boy, I

found one. iie was our table waliter. I educated him into the art of sadomy

as practiced by civilized pcople. But he was only a savage and didn't appreé;at
the'benefitgéf civilization. He told my boss and the bosz-man fired me quick,.
but beforo¢ﬂe did I licked the hﬂli out of him. They chased me out of the

Jungles ot Quimbazie where that hﬁppened and I went back to Loanda. There

T ;
Lbﬂﬂl vent to the U. °. Counsul, a Mr. Clark, but he had heard all about me and

‘-_\————_;

my ways a«nd he would have none of me, I left his office and sat down in =
& park to think things over a bit. "hile I was sitting there, a little nigger
boy about 11 or 12 yéars old came bumming around. He was looking for something.
He found it tco, I took him out to a gravel pit about 1/4 mile from the main
éamp of- the. Sinclair 011 Company at Loanda. I left him there, but first I
committed sodomy on him, and Ehén killed him. His brains were coming out of
his ears when I left him and he will never be any deader. He 1s still there.
Then I went to town, bought a ticket on the Belglan steamer to Lobito

Bay down the coast. There I hired a canoe and 6 niggers and went out hunting

in the bay and back waters. I was looking fiﬁ)crocodilas. I found them, .

~—

W” plenty. They were all hungry. I fed them. I shot all six of those niggers and

dumped em in. The crocks done thc rest. I stole ._heir canoce and went back
e ¢
to town, tled the cance to the dock "nd that night someonc stole the canoe

from me. Then I bought a ticket on that same Belgian steamer and went haﬁk

to Loanda where I again went to Mp. Clark, the U. S. Counsul and bummed him
for a ticket to Europe but he gave me the air and set the cops after me. That
night I went to the house of a Spanish prostitute and rotbad her of $10,000
eschudas. The also set the cops after me so I beat it, I couldn't get out of
there by rall or by ship =s the cops were looking for me so I hified out. I
hiked north for the Belgian Congo, 300 miles ®mway, thru Ambrizett and Ambreeze,
up to the mouth of the Congo Rdwver at San Antonio. There I hired a canoce

and paddlers who took me across to Point Banana. There I bought a ticket

on a French ship to Boma end from there up to Hatidi. There I stayed about

a month. Then broke and couldnit get a ship. Istowed away on a U. S.
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ship, the VWest Nono. They:carrdied ms as far as Axime on the Gold Coast and
dumped me there. I walked to Secondee and there robbed some 1lime juicers and

bought a ticket on the Elder Denpster, S. S. Patonie. On her I got as fap

as Las Palmas, and there the U. S. Counsul didn't know me and I gave him a
lot of bull and hes bought me & ticket cn » portugese ship to Lisbon, Portugal.

When I got there I at once went to the U. S. Counsul to try to get a

Ay,

ﬂ;ﬁ ship out but I got hell instead. He knéw all about me. A ir, Crandall, a
1ﬂwuﬁ?ector of the Sincleair il Company, had been there a few weeks before on
me*rlhis way from Loanda, and he told the Counsul all about me. That afternoon
{p I stowed away on an English coal carrier that took me to Avenmouth England.
lrﬂ’fA day or so later I signed on a U. S. Ship &8s a counsul's passenger to New
| Yopk, This was in the summer of 1922. :
Just as ;oon as I got to New York i took my old license as captain and
owner and my blll of sale which had been given to me in the Customs House - o
>in New York Clty for.ny ola lost yacht, the ikiste, 2nd went anéd saved all .
of tails time from 1920 until 1972. I got a new license and set of papers |
by turning my old pnes in to thé Customs Hauserin‘ﬁew York dity.‘I kept these
new papers and began looking sround for another yacht of the sﬁme-size'and
kind so I could steal her, take her name and number off and put mine on.

In July at ualem, Hass.,I riurdered a 11 or 12 year old boy by beating '

TRy

bis brains out with a rocks I tried a 1little scdomy on hin first. I left

him laying there with his brains coming out of his e-rs. Came down towards

; K. Y. --robbing and hell-raising as I came. That same surmer and fall I went
" through Fhiladelphia to Baltimore where I bought a ticket to Jacksonville,

i Florida, on a boat. At Jacksonville, I signed on a ship and vent to Baton

f Rouge, La., pald off there and went to the_Egrine Hospital nat Ne~w Orleans,
i stayed there a month or two and whcn,I left this hospital, I robbed their
- /A@bug—rcom of two sultcases full of drugs, cocalne, morrhine and opium. Sold
Q&aome in New Orleans, some in St. Louls snd the rest in New York. In Jamuary

or February, 1923, I got a job as a watchnan at 220 Yonkers .ve. Yonkers, K.Y.

for the abeeco will Cos _while there I met a young boy 14 or 15 years old whose

name was Gsorge and whose home vas and is in Yonkers. I started to teach him
the fine art of sodomy but I foundthat he ha& been taught 21l abouth it and
he liked it fine. I kept him with me until I left that job in April 1923.

onth or two later I got a job as watchman and caretaker of boats at the
= -— ———m——— R —— i e
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\\;f New Haven Yacht “]ao at New Haven, Conn. I took very good care of their

e ———

boats, so much so that I robbed one the next night. The name of the yacht

I don't know but the owner of it was the Police Commisioner of New Rochelle,
N. Y., or some place near there. Part of my loot was his pistol, a #8 Colt
double-action side break gun. A few weeks 1ater}abdut May or June I stole

a yacht at irovidence, Khode Island, I sailed it as far ss New York. I was
alone uﬁtil then. At New York I picked up a kid about 18 or 20 years old, 7
took him on the yacht with me as f-r as Yonkers. There I let him go back
“to New York. At Yonkers I picked up ﬁy other kid, George. I took him along
on the yacht to Kingston, N. Y. There I_painted the yacht over, changed
the name and numbers to correspond with my papers. I tried to sell the
boad there and while doing so, I met a fellow who said he wanted to buy ny

boat but 1nsteqd of that he got out on the yacht with me vhere we were

laying at anchor. There he tricd to stick me up but I was susplcious of
_his actions and was ready for him, and : shot him twice with the same pistol
"I had stole from the Police Commissioners yacht at New Haven a short time
before, :

After I killed him I tied a big hunk of lead around him with a rope and
threw‘him and his gun overboard. ae &ﬁ there yet so far as I Xnow. Thén I
sﬁiled down the river stealing everything I could as I went. I got as far as
Kewburgh, N.Y. There the kid George got scared and I let him go home to
Yonkers. "hen he got home he told the police all he knew about me which wasn“
much but it was enough for the cops to come looking for me. They caught me

end my yacht at Njaék. They took me, boat and all my plunder_ggﬁzgfiizg
U?ﬁknin jail there._Charged ﬁith sodormy, burglary, robbery, snd trying to break

jail there. I got a lawyer there, a v, Cashin. I told hin the boat was worth

-

§ or 10 thousand dollars and that I would give it to him if he got me out
of jail. He got me out and I gave hinm the boat and my papers. .hen he went
to register the toat he lost her because the owner from Providence came
and got her.

U; e\_ A few days later I went to New laven where I killed =nother boy. I
committed a little more sodbny on him also and then tied his belt around
his neck and strangled him, picked him up when he was de=d and threw his bod;
over behind scme bushes. .ent to New York then and got a job as a bathroom
steward on the Army Transpgort, U. S. Grant, gzoint to China, but instesd -

—

of me going to China I got fired for being drunk and fighting. The

next night I robbed the express office =t Larchmonth, ¥N. Y. And got

PR
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35.
caught in the act, tried at Thite Flains, N. Y., for burglary, sentencaed

to 5 years at Sing Sing Prison. Soon after I wss transferred to Dannen 1080 /4

Prison for incorrigdbles. if?re I stayed 5 years. I was th-re only a few

s T
- —

months when I made a time bomb and tried to burn down the shops. The screws

uL,?und it but didn't blame me for it. ‘hey put the blame on = c-uple of other
J; guys and put those two in the Isolation. A short time 1l ter I attempted
£¥ﬁb to escape. I falled. At that time I broke both ankles, both legs, twisted
ACC my back and ruptured myself. Then I was locked up for about six months

”

/
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or more. Then I tried to murder a con. I sneaked up behird him as he was
-—-'_-—._._~_____

~— 8itting in a chair and I hit him on the back of the head with 2 10 pourd

celub. It d1dn't k111 him but he was good and sick, and he left ms alone

M‘Ln”;fter that. Then I was locked up for a few months more. 'y ruptured teatical
had been bothering me and a new doctor came to the prison. He took me 1in
the hospita21l and cut one testical out. Five days after my opsratien'i

»ttfied to see if my sexugl organs were still in good order, I got caught

trying to comnit sodomy on anofher yrésoner. For that I ws thrown out of the °
hospital and put in the Segregation Bldg., or the Isolation. I stayed there
untll my time was up,--two vears and four months later. "hen I was dlécharg-'
ed I was told that I was as pure as a 1ily, free from all sin, to g0 and sin

3 no more. 18 days later I committed 6 or 8 burglarics and 2 days later I

comuitted a murder in xhiladelphia Pennsylvania, A week later I committed

@& burglary in Baltimore, 12 days later a burglary in “ashington, D. C. The

f next day or two I committed 2 more burglaries in Baltimore, Then I wes

’ arrested in Baltimore and brought dack to ~ashington, D, C. "here I was rut

L{ ;in the D. C. jall and soon after I tried to escape but got caught snd here
I am now waiting for to see which way the wind blows and rerhaps’the electric

chair, the rope, or the mad rouse. It makes very little differsnce to me
either way. This I hope will be the finish of CARL PANZRAMNM, with that name,
as I started in life and changed to John O'Leary, Jeff Davis, Jeff Rhodes,

Jeff Baldwin, Jack .1len "nd back to Carl Panzram,
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