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Kurt M. Kotrschal,  
Summary, January 2012 

born May 5, 1953 in Linz, Austria, Austrian citizen;  

married to Rosemarie Kotrschal since 1975 

two children: Katharina (5/2/78; highschool teacher in Vienna); Alexander (6/2/80; Post Doc University of 

Uppsala) 

Academic degrees, all Univ. Salzburg 
1987 Habilitation,  1981 Ph.D (Dr. rer. nat),  1979 Masters of Science (Mag. Rer. nat) 

Work experience   
1990 till present: Associated Professor at the University of Vienna Department of Behavioural Biology and 

Director of the Konrad-Lorenz-Forschungsstelle für Ethologie in Grünau/Austria. Developed the KLF from a Local 

Player to an International Factor in Behav. Biology  

1989-1990: Ass. Visiting Professor University of Colorado Health Sci. Ctr., Denver/CO, USA;  

1981-1989: Assistant Professor at the University of  Salzburg Institute of Zoology 

1984-1985: Visiting Scientist, University of Arizona Institute of Zoology, Tucson 

Visiting Professorships: University of NC, Wilmington; at the University of Leiden, NL; University of 

Victoria/Brazil; University of Rennes/France   

Research interests  
Present: human-animal relations; science and society; omparative social mechanisms and (social) cognition in 

vertebrates; social complexity; social physiology, notably stress management and hormones; individual behavioural 

phenotype  

Editorships, council, board and society memberships 
Member ASAB, DZG, EG, IAHAIO, ISAZ 

Board members: ASAB (2001-2004), EG (2001- present), IAHAIO (vice presidend for finance and policies; 2007- 

present), ISAZ (Fall 2009-present); Scientific Advisor Mars/Waltham (starting Jan 2010-Dez. 2012); Scientific 

advisory board: ÖKV (Österreichischer Kynologenverband; 2001- present), ÖWV (Österreichischer 

Wildgehegeverband 2001- present); Vienna Zoo (2000- present), Tierschutzrat am Lebensministerium: 2004-2011; 

Presidency IEMT (Intderdisziplinäres Inst. Z. Erforschung Tier-Mensch.Beziehung; 2000- present) 

Associated editorship Acta Ethologica (2001 - 2011), consulting editor Anim. Behav. (2001-2004)  

Invited lectures and seminars, awards, meetings organized 
60 plenaries and major invited seminars; 6 scientific awards: 1981-1984:Görres-Gesellschaft; 1983: Theodor-

Körner-Preis; 1984/85: Max-Kade; 1985: Science award Land Oberösterreich; 1985: Christian-Doppler-Preis Land 

Salzburg; 1989/90: Schrödinger-FWF; 11 Scientific meetings organized (8 international, 3 national), major 

(responsible) organizer in 7 of these. 

Austrias Scientist of the Year 2010 

Research Grants 
Present: 3 (2 Austrian Science Foundation, 1 industry, total approx 600 000€), all on social mechanisms, including 

human-animal relations 

Expired: 21 competitive research grants over 25 years, most from national and international funding agencies, some 

from industry. Grant total of all grants approx. 3.5 mio € 

Teaching, students supervised, post-docs 
A range of courses, practica and seminars in behavioural biology, ecological and evolutionary topics, comparative 

vertebrate anatomy and biology, ecomorphology, neurobiology and eco-ethology, ichthyology and marine biology;  

1985-2008: supervised  32 masters students, 22 PhDs and worked with 8 Pot-Docs. 

Publications, Contributions to Meetings 
1980-2012: 200 publications in refereed journals, books and book chapters; book reviews, etc.; 400 contributions to 

meetings (abstracts: orals and posters) 

Public impact 
Numerous popular science writings, transporting own and others scientific results and featuring topics related to 

science and humanities, human-animal relationships, science and society, including science and religion; numerous 

media interviews on these topics; regular bi-monthly column in Austrias leading newspaper (Die Presse).  
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