COUNTY: EAST SUFFOLK SITE NAME: GEDGRAVE HALL PIT
DISTRICT: SUFFOLK COASTAL

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Local Planning Authority: SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
National Grid Reference: TM 405485 Area: 0.6 (ha.) 1.5 (ac.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 169 1:10,000: TM 44 NW

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1958 Date of Last Revision: N/A
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1985 Date of Last Revision: —

Other Information:
Site extended at re-notification.

Reasons for Notification:

This site consists of two pits of geological importance for the study of the
development and stratigraphy of Coralline Crag deposited in the Pliocene age. The
two pits show different but complementary features.

The larger pit shows over 5 metres of cross-stratified crag belonging to the sandwave
facies. The original aragonitic fossils are absent due to post depositional solution
whilst the calcitic fauna is extremely abraded and poorly preserved. The extent of the
abrasion is a reflection of the duration of transport of the carbonate skeletal material.
The smaller pit only a few metres away and slightly downslope shows highly
fossiliferous Coralline Crag sediments with an abundance of aragonitic molluscs
preserved without alteration since deposition. Fragile specimens of Ensis are
particularly common. These sediments may prove to represent the unaltered
equivalent of those in the larger pit. These pits were almost certainly the localities
which prompted Harmer to propose the new stage name 'Gedgravian' to be equivalent
to the Coralline Crag in Britain. As the type locality for the Gedgravian, this site is of
great stratigraphic importance as well as being a key site in the study of diagenetic
(post depositional chemical changes) processes in the Coralline Crag.



