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Australian Government’s position on Tibet and its relations with
Chinese

Australian Government’s position on Tibet
The present Australian Government's position on Tibet is that

“The Australian Government accepts that Tibet is part of China, a position consistent
::11111'1 Australia's recognition of the People's Republic of China in 1972. Australia's
ice on this issue is in conformity with that of the wider international community.

The.Government, however, remains concerned about continuing reports of restrictions
oanligiom freedom, cultural identity, human rights and freedom of expression inside
Tibet. These concerns are included in a range of issues raised with the Chinese
Gdvernment during the Bilateral Human Rights Dialogue, which was established in
August 1997 and is held annually.”

Present relationship between Australia and China

A dlose relationship between Australia and China is growing momentum day by day.
Tht{: Chinese community in Australia is the fastest growing overseas communities. In
2004, over 11,000 Chinese settlers arrived here - around 10% of the total migrant.
Acc'go_rding to the latest census, about half a million Australians identify themselves as
havinig Chinese ancestry. BBC report on 20 October 2005

Economic Relations

In 2@02, out of six countries, China was offered the natural gas contract worth $26
Billion to Australia. This gas contract was considered a reward to Prime Minister John
Howard and the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Simon Crean for not meeting with His

Holiness in 2002.

Australia's economic statistics in terms of its relationship with China is very
impx_‘p#ssive. China is Australia's second largest export market and has overtaken the
Unitéd States of America.
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Overall, present close economic relationship between Australia and China is summed
up by Mr. Alexander Downer, the Foreign Minister of Australia, as follows

"Australia's relationship with China is substantial and growing. The relationship is
based solidly on strong complementarities. Australia is a stable, reliable supplier of
the high quality minerals, energy, foodstuffs and services that China needs for its
continued economic growth and development. Two-way merchandise trade in 2004-5
exceeded $32 billion, with average annual growth of 20 per cent over the last five
years. People to-people links are also growing strongly, particularly in education
(43000 full sime students in current year) and tourism (176,000 visitors for the current
year). Our two sides are negotiating a bilateral Free Trade Agreement (FTA), a
historic opportunity to remove trade barriers and deepen integration between our two
economies." (11 October 2005)

In addition, there is a distinct possibility that China might be given a green signal to
mine the VT d's largest deposit of Uranium in Australia. Australian government
thinks that|it can monitor China for the proper use of uranium, which is bone of
contention|among political parties: specially the Greens.

Political Rélationships

On 26 May 2005, there was a set back to this otherwise cordial relationship between
Australia arid China when Mr. Chen Yonglin, the former First Secretary and Chinese
Consul for Political Affairs in Sydney sought a political asylum in Australia.
However, it was handled with great care and at a low key level that the two countries
seems to be'on the normal track again.

"Australia is,China's new spokesman", wrote Mr. Sushil Seth, a writer based in
Sydney in Tmpel Times on 6 October 2005. This assertion is based on Prime Minister
John Howarﬂ's speech at Asia Somety function in New York (September 2005) where
he said that ".... to see China's rise in zero-sum terms is overly pessimistic,
mtellectual|ly nusgu:ded and potentially dangerous. Its economic liberalization and
mlegranonilmo the world system has lifted hundreds of millions of people out of
poverty. IL7 growth in recent years has helped to sustain the expansion of the global
economy and of world trade."

According fo Richard Bulliavant, Chinese strategy is to make Australia part of China's
"Great Bordcr Area" or "Grand Border Strategy" for obtaining both Australia's natural
resources its political compromise: fo break the military ties between Australia
and the Un;:‘,ed States and turn Australia into "a second France that dares to say 'no’
to the United States. (National Observer, Spring 2005)
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Introduction: |

Australia, an Island continent is the sixth largest nation in the world with relatively small
population. The Ausfralian federation consists of six States and two Territories. They are Australian
Capital Territory, |Northern Territory, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western
Australia, Queensland and Tasmania. The Capital cities are Canberra, Darwin, Sydney, Melbourne,
Adelaide, Perth, Brisbane, and Hobart respectively.

Immigration is an im
200 countries havec
its Indigenous people
in all cities of Austral

|

hortam feature of Australian society. Since 1945, over six million people from
ome to Australia as new settlers. Australia’s culturally diverse society includes
s and settlers from countries all around the world including Tibetans, settled
lia.

Development of Tibetan Communi
There is a 36 year's history of Tibetans migrating to Australia with the first Tibetan named Namgyal
Tsering coming to Australiz in 1973. He got settled in Sydney. During the 1980's, Sydney's Tibetan
community, numbering less than twenty, was perhaps, the smallest of the ethnic groups, Most of
the early Tibetans whio got settled in Australia were either Tibetan lamas who came to teach or head
Tibetan Buddhist tning centres in Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane or other lay people who got
here through their Adstralian husbands and wives, whom they have met overseas (mostly India). In
due course, Tibetan children were born and the Tibetan population increased. However there was
only a handful of Tibetans until early 1990's and they were not linked as a community. The Tibetan
Community of Australia, NSW is the first Tibetan community established in 1992.

Lama Thubten Yeshe and Lama Zopa Rinpoche were the first Tibetan lamas to visit Australia in
1974. In 1975, they'founded the Foundation for the Preservation of the Mahayana Tradition (FPMT)
which is an interngtional, non-profit organization devoted to the transmission of the Mahayana
Buddhist tradition ahd values worldwide through teaching, meditation, and community service.
Today, there are mo?' > than 130 Buddhist Centres are affiliated to FPMT. Other lamas also came to
teach Tibetan Buddhism, and many of them stayed becoming permanent residents. Until mid
1990's, there were ardund 80 Tibetans living in Australia.

As a result of repeate
Holiness Dalai Lama'
in 1996, the first baj
Humanitarian Progr:
increased during the

d appeal from Mr, Chhime Rigzin Chhoepakpa, the then Representative of His
s to Hon. Phillip Rudduck, the Minister of Immigration & Multicultural Affairs
tch of twelve Tibetan refugee arrived Australia on 24 July 1997 on Special
mme (SHP). This is an ongoing programme since then and the quota was
time of Representative Tenzin Phuntsok Atisha in 2004. With continuation of
Special Humanitarian Programme, more Tibetan refugee arrived in Australia. The Tibetan
population im:'rca:;cdI significantly in 2005 with arrival of 50 Tibetans at same time and around 100
in total that year making Tibetan population in Australia above 250. As of November 2008, around
300 Tibetans have come to Australia under this program with majority of them settled in Sydney. In
this way, this biggest city of Australia has the largest number of Tibetan population. The early
Tibetans (lay peoples)were mostly engaged in factory, nursing homes and other labour jobs in the
beginning, many ol'v‘Y hom managed to do short courses later which enabled them to get better jobs.

The Tibetan Commu;'lri,ty in Canberra developed with the establishment of Sakya Losel Choe Dzog
and Tibet Information

Dalai Lama and then
established. The offige

Office in Canberra. In 1993 as a result of meeting between His Holiness the
Prime Minister of Australia Mr. Paul Keating the Tibet Information Office was
bearer including the Representative & the Secretary and their families were

the former Tibetans
Representatives and
members and relative

1
wite. The Tibetan pp

riving in Canberra. The number gradually increased with the transfer of new
he Secretary by Tibetan Exile Government who were joined by their family
5. While there are few who came here through their Australian husband and

attending schools anfﬁj
Adelaide, it was aroun,

As of March 2008, the

numbers will contina
participate in the cult]

here. Tibetans have|g

and practice their cult

pulation in Canberra now is around 52 with half of them as youngster
‘universities. The first Tibetan to come to Melbourne was in 1979 while in
d 1988, a lama at Buddhist Centre.

re are around 600 Tibetans living across different states of Australia and the
¢ to grow. There are well established Tibetan communities, where Tibetans
biral life of Australia, while practicing their religion and retain their customs
zenerally adapted well to the life-style in Australia and continue to preserve
lire.
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POLITICAL ACTIVITIES:

Australian Government’s position on Tibet

The Australian rnment accepts that Tibet is part of China, a position consistent with
Australia's recognition of the People's Republic of China in 1972. Australia’s stance on this issue is
in conformity with that of the wider international community.

The Govemmem,:ll}owever, remains concerned about continuing reports of restrictions on religious
freedom, cultural'identity, and freedom of expression in Tibet. These concerns are included in the
range of issues raised in the bilateral Human Rights Dialogue, which was established in August
1997 and is held Annually. E

All the major polit#:a.l parties support the Middle Way Approach of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. The
parties include Labour (ruling party), Liberal, Greens and Democrats. The, Labour and Green Parties
had adopted a comprehensive Policy on Tibet in 2000 and 2004 respectively, which recognised Tibet
as an independenticountry before the Chinese occupation. However, they fully support the present
approach of His Hgliness to obtain genuine autonomy under PRC.

The Honourable Rfime Minister Kevin Rudd and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Honourable Stephen
Smith has consistently called for dialogue between His Holiness the Dalai Lama's envoy and China.
The Prime Minister reiterated the need of recognising human rights problem in Tibet during his visit
to China in May 2008.

Copies of 1.-em:|l.|.“.i!‘i:_|r ns/ motions of support on Tibet in Senate

Australia has sup’ rted the three resolutions passed by UN General Assembly (in 1959, 1961, and
1965) which have/called upon China for the cessation of practices which deprive the Tibetan people
of their fundamental human rights and freedoms, including their right to self-determination. The
Australian Parliament has also unanimously passed a similar but more detailed Resoclutions on
Tibet. (the Senate'& December and the House of Representative 6 June 1991)

1) Australian Senai¢ Resolution December 6, 1990 and House of Representative on June 6, 1991
That:

A) expresses its défp concern about the current situation in Tibet;

B) recognises thafi human rights abuses have been committed in Tibet by the People's Republic of China since 1959 and that
human rights s are reportedly continuing;

<) endorses Resofiitions No 1353 of 1959, No 1723 of 1961 and No 2079 of 1965 of the United Nations General Assembly, and
recognises thafl{hiey remain relevant today,

D) endorses the call for the cessation of practices which deprive the Tibetan people of their fundamental human rights and
freedoms;
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E) commends the Dalai Lama and his j ¢ the use of violence, and notes that this was
acknowledged in the awarding, of the. 1989 Nobel Pcacc Prize to me Dalai Lamn.

F) d ions made by the A lian Gi and by bers of this Parli 1t to the People's Republic
of China on alleged human rights abuses, generally and in Tibet;

G) calls on the Government of the PRC to:

i) recognise the fundamental human rights and freedoms of the Tibetan people as set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Human Rights Covenants, including the right to practice their culture and religious
traditions without fear of persecution, arrest or torture;

ii) enter into) earnest di ions, without pre-conditions with the Dalai Lama and his representatives with a view to reducing
the tensions in Tibet; and

iif) respond to rep ion made by the / lian Gi and by bers of this parliament on allegations of human
rights abuses and the human rights situation in general in Tibet; and

H) call on the Australian Government to continue to make representations to, and seek resp from. the Gi of the
People's Republic China on allegations of human tights abuses in Tibet.

2) Australian S R ion 10 November 1994

Moved by the Democrat's Foreign Affairs and Human Rights Spokesperson, Senator Vicki Bourne

that the Senate:

a) notes that during the week beginning 6 November 1994, the Chairman of China's National People's
Congress, Mr, Qizo Shi, is on an official State visit to Australia;

b) recagnises that during the 1989 pro-democracy protests, Mr, Qiao Shi served as head of China's security
services;

c) expresses its concem that the human rights situation in Tibet appears to have deteriorated and that the
Tibetan people continue to be denied their fundamental human rights and freedom.

d) di ions made by the A lian G and by bers of this Parliament to the
People's Republlt of China on human rights abuses in Tibet;

€) urges the Chinese Government to recognise the fundamental human rights and freedom of the Tibetan
people and to enter into genuine dialogue, without preconditions, with His Holiness the Dalai Lama with a
view to achieving a long term solution in Tibet;

) calls on all A lian G Mini to continue raising issues of human rights and the situation in
Tibet in their di ions with rep ives of the Chincse Government and to ensure that they
understand the depth of the Australian community's feelings about these matters; and

g requests from the Chinese Government a commitment that it will not deny visas to exiled Tibetan women

from any part of the world who wish to attend the United Nations World Conferences on Women which is
due to be held in Beijing in 1995,

3) Australian Senate Resolution 14 November 1994

That the Senate:

a) calls for the immediate release of the Gari Fourteen, a group of Buddhist nuns from Gari nunnery who are
detained within the Chinese prison system in Tibet.

b) notes reports that these young nuns and other Tibetan political prisoners are subjected to routine torture, are
used as forced labour and have limited access to medical treatment.

c) acknowledges that whilst it is alleged that 12 of the nuns were arrested for taking part in a pro-
independence rally on 14 June 1993, there are no witnesses to a rally that day, and nio evidence exists that it
is ever occurred; and

d} calls on the Jeaders of the People's Republic of China to comply with both the United Nations Universal

Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention against Torture.
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4) Australian Senate Resolution 29 June 1995

That the Senate:
a) notes that the United Nations 4th Conference on Woman is to be held in Beijing in September 1995,
b) supports the right of all women, including Tibetan women, to take part in the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO)
conference to be held at the same time:
c) is concerned
i) at the reports that the NGO forum is to be held at a considerable distance from the World
Conference at a site that cannot date the approximately 20,000 particij pected at the forum.
ii) at reports that telecommunication, hotel, intery ion and port facilities are inadequate for a
conference of this kind and scale, and "
iii) at reports of strict customs procedures and controls with regard to the importation of written and
dio-visual ials by participants of both confe ; and
d) calls on the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Senator Gareth Evans) to continue
i) to make representations to the Chinese G and to the confe secretariat to allow
women from Tibet who are accredited to NGOs to attend the conference, and
i) urge the Chinese Government to ensure that adequate arrangements are put in place to enable the
NGO conference to proceed with adequate facilities and democratic procedures.
5) Australian Senate Resolution 30 November 1995
That the Senate:
a) notes that China has announced the selection of a new Panchen Lama in an attempt to overrule the Dalai Lama's
choice of five months ago;
b) EXPresses:
1) dismay that China's actions represent a further erosion of the international principle of freedom of religion;
1) expresses support for the candid ised by His Holi the Dalai lamna as being the only legitimate
Panchen Lama; and
c) urges China to respect the wishes of the Tibetan people by supporting the Panchen Lama as recognised by the Dalai Lama
response
6) Australian Senate Resolution 18 September 1996
That the Senate:
a) recalls the Notice of Motion on Tibet passed by the Senate, on 6 December 1990; and further notes:
a) the ongoing human rights abuses of the Tibetan people by the People’s Republic of China on religious, political, ed

language and cultural grounds and calls for the cessation of any practices which would deprive the Tibetan people of their
fundamental human rights and freedoms;

b) the Dalai Lama's affirmation of a i 1o non violence and negotiation 1o solve conflict, as exemplified in His
Holiness' receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989;

c) the People's Republic of China's appoi of arival Panchen Lama (the second most holy position in the Tibetan religious
order), in the place of the Tibetan proclaimed reincaration of the Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, is contrary to
freedom of religious practice, as enshrined within the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other human rights

instruments;

d) the concerns of Amnesty International for the safety, welfare and location of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family;

€) the Dalai Lama's proposal at Strasbourg in 1989 to undertake dial with China, and the People's Republic of China's
refusal to meet with the Dalai Lama;

) reports by Amnesty International that there are 650 Tibetan prisoners of conscience, some of whom arc as young as twelve,
and that the torture of detai and severe beatings are

s
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7) Australian Senate Resolution 5 March 1997

That the Senate:
(a) notes:
(i) the arrest and i ion of Tibetan Ng; g Choephel, a Fulbright Scholar, who was d to 18 years impri
by the Chinese Government for allegedly spying while carrying out field h as an eth icologist,
(it} that Ngawang Choephel was denied access to legal representation, and that his family and friends have not been allowed to

communicate with him since his arrest,

(iii) that N g Choephel's wh remain unknown; and

(b} calls on the Federal Government to:

(i) urgently raise the issue of Ngawang Choephel's arrest and incarceration with the Chinese Government,

(ii) reiterate Australia’s concern about continuing human rights abuses in China, including in, Tibet,

(iii) reiterate Australia's belief that the distinct Tibetan culture, religious practices and ethnic heritage should be protected,
(iv) secks immediate information from the Chinese Government on Ngawang Choephel’s whereabouts and well-being, and

() register Australia’s concern about Ngawang Choephel's sentence.

8) Australian Senate Resolution - 29 May 1997
That the Senate:

1. Notes the United States' policy on Tibet as outlined by Jeffrey Bader, US Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asia and
Pacific Affairs, on 13 May 1997; viz:

“The United States encourages China and the Dalai Lama to hold serious discussions aimed at resolution of differences at an
early date, without preconditions ... We have consistently asseted that any questions surrounding Tibet and its relationship to

Chinese authorities in Beijing should be resolved by direct dialogue b the Tibetans, in particular the Dalai Lama, and
the Chinese.”

2 Urges the Australian Government to emulate this policy.

3 Calls on the People's Republic of China and the Tibetans, in particular the Dalai Lama to enter into direct dialogue about the
future of Tibet.

9) Australian Senate Resolution 24 November 1997
That the Senate

1. Notes the appointment of Mr. Gregory B. Craig as US Special Coordinator for Tibet on 31 October 1997 and that he

a) will travel to all Tibetan region (not just TAR) as well as visit Tibetan communities in India and Nepal b} will be provided
with adeq staff and k ic support for the mission; and ¢) will have a direct chain of command to the
Under Secretary for Political Affairs

2 Wel the US G 's i that

a) "a central objective will...be to 1 ive dial b the Chinese g and the Dalai Lama or his

representatives”
b) The special Coordinator's focus will be 1o advance the protection of human rights in Tibet and "to preserve the unique
religious, cultural, and linguistic heritage of Tibetans”.,

3 Call on the Austratian Government to emulate this constructive move by the USA and to appoint in a similar role and
Australian Coordinator for Tibet.
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10) Australian Senate Resolution 18 march 2008
That the Senate:

a) having regard to:
i) the 11th Australia-China Human Rights Dialogue held in Beijing on 30 July 2007

ii) the United Nations (UN) Olympics Truce, as passed by the UN General Assembly on 31 October 2007 (A/RES/62/4),
iii) the 49th anniversary of the Tibetan Uprising of March 10 1959,
iv) the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with particular attention to Article 9, concerning

arbitrary arrest and detention, Article 13 on the right to freedom of movement and Article 18 on the rights to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion,

) the establish of dipl ic relations b A lia and the People's Republic of China on 21 December 1972

ing in Australia-China relati ping strongly, politically and economically, any
vi) the Australia-China Strategic Dialogue, established on 7 September 2007, which is of great importanee for the relationship
between Australia and China;

b) regrets that there have been no further rounds of Sino-Tibetan dialogue since February 2006 and that the five rounds of talks
between Chinese officials and representatives of the Dalai Lama from 2002 to 2006, led by his Special Envoy Lodi Gyari,
brought no substantive results;

c) calls on the parties to make every efforts to continue the dialogue; and

d} maerms its concem over the repons oroom:numg human ngns v:olauons in Tibet, including torture, arbitrary arrest and

of g forcing Tibetan to denounce the Dalai Lama,

arbitrary restriction on free mmfcm:nl.. rehabilitation through labour camps and coercive resettlement.

11) Australian Senate Resolution, 15th May 2008,
That the Senate:
a) notes:
(i) the continuing human rights concemns in Tibet,
(ii) the continuing restrictions on entry to Tibetan areas for journalists, international observers, non-government
agencies and foreign diplomats;

h) welcomes the informal talks b the Chinese G and ives of the 14th Dalai Lama on

4th and 5th of May in Shenzhen, China and the agreement to hold a further round of the China-Tibet dialogue;

c) encourages both parties to work si ly towards a ful and Ily agreeable resolution of the China-Tibet issue;

d) ! the Prime Minister's forthright during his recent trip to China, both in public and in private with the
Chinese Premier and President, on the need for constructive dialogue;

e) appreciates the Prime Minister's commitment to being a 'zhengyou or 'true friend' to the Chinese leadership and his
willingness to raise challenging issues including Tibet;

f) requests the Government to actively support and monitor progress of the China-Tibet dialogue and offer its support to help
bring about a positive outcome

12) Australian Senate Pass Motion on Tibet, October 16, 2008

The Australian Senate unanimously passed a motion tabled by Senator Bob Brown, leader of the Australian Greens,
That the Senate:

@) notes that the cight round of the Sino-Tibetan dialogue is due to take place in October or November 2008,
b) recognises the Dalai Lama has proposed a 'middle-way’ approach to autonomy for Tibet within China; and

) appreciates the offer by the People's Republic of China to host the dialogue and wishes both parties a successiul breakthrough and
outcome.
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TIBET SUPPORT GROUPS AND THEIR ACTIVITIES
All Party Parliamentary Group for Tibet, Australia:

All-Party Parliamentary Group for Tibet was formed in September 1993 with kind initiative from
Stephen Loosley, an ALP Senator of New South Wales and Senator Vicki Bourne. The first meeting
was held in the Parliament House in Canberra electing Senator Stephen Loosley as Chair and
Democrat Vicki Bourne as Secretary. Others elected in the Committee were Greens Senator From
Western Australia Christabel Chamarette, Mr. Michael Cobb, MP, Mr. Michael Mackeller, MP, and
Senator Brian Harradine as Deputy Chairs. They came up with main objective to promote and
support the right of Tibetan people to fundamental human rights and freedom. The group has 18
Senators and 20 MPs as its members.

The group has been revived many times since then due to elections. The current group was re-
established in March 2007 under the chairmanship of Michael Danby, MP from Labor Party (ruling
party at present). The members consist from four major political parties of Labor, Liberal, Greens
and Democrats. In 2008, the Democrats were replaced by Senator Nick Xenophon. So far there are
around 15 members. The group aim to highlight the urgency of preserving the unique Tibetan
culture, environment and support initiatives for a peaceful resolution of the Tibet issue. They have
been keeping a close watch on events relating to Tibet especially in supporting the middle way
approach and human rights in Tibet.

Act es :

Since its inception, the group has been very helpful and influential in making recommendations to
the Australian Government on behalf of Tibetan people. They supported the representations
concerning the resettlement of displaced Tibetans in Australia. They arranged to construct
Kalachakra sand mandala by four monks from Namgyal Monastery within Parliament House which
enchanted many Australian including Prime Minister Paul Keating. Have raised human rights issue
in the Senate and moved Australian Labor party’s resolution on Tibet in September 1994.

Senator Gareth Evans has been very supportive of Tibet's issue. During his term as Foreign Affairs
Minister in 1990s, he raised concern about human rights violation in Tibet and the need for

dialogue between China and His Holiness the Dalai Lama. He also raised the issue with Chairman
of China's National People's Congress Mr. Qiao Shi during his visit to Australia in November 1994,

The All-Party Parliamentarian Group conducted several ongoing letters to the leaders of PRC and
Australian Government concerning Tibet's situation. They have written Hu Jintao, President,
People’s Republic of China, condemning over China's management measures for the reincarnation
of "Living Buddhas” in Tibetan Buddhism. The group urged the President to withdraw this
politically motivated decree immediately. They have also requested Chinese Consulate in Australia
to allow them to go to Tibet as a fact finding team. They have now and then met with Exile Tibetan
Dignitaries during their visit to Australia and assured them of their continued support.

Senator Vicki Bourne and Senator Bob Brown are the back bone of our relation with the members
of Parliament in this country and have passed several motions on Tibet in Senate. Unfortunately for
Tibetans, Senator Vicki Bourne had to vacate her post in 2002 after losing her seat in election.
Senator Bob Brown, the long time supporter of the Dalai Lama and his peaceful struggle for his
homeland and also the deputy chair of All Party Parliamentary Group for Tibet has tried to win and
maintain the attention of the Australian Government, and public and did everything in his power to
promote the political and cultural circumstances of Tibetan people. Senator Bob Brown has devoted
the greatest amount of time and commitment to Tibet cause.

Following the demonstrations in March 2008 in Lhasa and the increasing unrest and suppression
by the Chinese government, Senator Bob Brown has been very active in attending demonstrations
and supporting events. He addressed the event during the Olympic torch relay on 24% April in
Canberra calling attention to the atrocities committed by Chinese authorities against Tibetans. He
even sponsored a plane to skywrite "FREE TIBET" over Parliament House during the torch relay.
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Tibet Friendship Group (TFG)

International Background:

The Tibetan Friendship Group was founded in India in 1960 by English born Mrs Freda Bedi, (M.A.
Oxford Univ), who was working for both the Indian Ministry for External Affairs and the United
Nations Social Services Planning Commission at the time when Tibetan refugees were flooding into
India following the 10 March uprising in Tibet. Prime Minister Nehru asked Mrs Bedi to study the
problem and give her recommendations. Mrs Bedi formed the Tibetan Friendship Group with herself
as Director and Sri Attar Singh as Treasurer and with its headquarters at 10 Parliament Street,
New Delhi. To enlist the help of people interested in the Tibetan refugees she appointed Honorary
Secretaries in U.S.A. (Mrs Muriel Lewis), France [Madeleine Langevin and Nadia Proisy), South
Africa (Rosemary Vosse), Norway (Carita Aarsand), Canada (Maurice Nichol) and Switzerland
(Georges Bex).

After working and studying amongst the Tibetan people for many years Mrs Bedi was ordained a
Tibetan Buddhist nun with the title Ani Karma Khéchog Palmo (Sister Palmo) and later received the
highest ordination ever bestowed on a sister of the Tibetan Buddhist tradition since the 8% Century
(Gelongma K.T. Khéchog Palmo).

Introduction of Tibetan Friendship Group to Australia

In 1968 Mrs Bedi met Mrs Valerie Grogan, who was visiting Sikkim after attending an International
Commission of Jurists Conference in Bangalore India with her husband Peter, the Hon. Secretary-
General of the Australian Section. Her host in Gangtok was Mr Har Mander Singh, who as the
Political Officer of the Kameng Frontier Division, had granted political asylum to His Holiness the
Dalai Lama on behalf of the Government of India when he crossed into the region (or “into exile”) in
1959. Mr Singh arranged for Mrs Grogan to visit Rumtek Monastery to watch a special dance
ceremony, where she was seated between His Holiness Gyalwa Karmapa and Mrs Bedi. Mrs Bedi
told Mrs Grogan about the Tibetan Friendship Group and invited her to become the Australian
Honorary Secretary.

When Mrs Grogan returned to Australia in 1968 she began seeking sponsors and supporters. She
was assisted in this by her sister Helen Booth, Glen Bowden, who held three very successful
fundraising functions at her home, Patsy Whiteman and later from Elizabeth Hope. Mrs Bedi sent
photographs of children needing sponsors and projects needing support. Sydney photographer Mr
Rehak, generously made copies of them for distribution. This support and publicity resulted in
sponsorships, offers of help and donations,

On 24 September 1969 an Australian Committee was formed with the following office bearers:
President Mrs Valerie Grogan, Hon. Secretary Mrs Glen Bowden, Hon. Treasurer Mrs. Helen Booth
and Hon. Publicity Officer Mrs Patsy Whiteman. Committee membership, numbers of sponsors and
supporters began to grow.

At Mrs Grogan’s request, her brother Mr Philip Jenkyn visited Mrs Bedi (Sister Palmo) after
attending a Law Conference in New Delhi in 1971, He spent three days in January 1971 at the
Mahayana Buddhist Nunnery, which Sister Palmo had founded at Tilokpur. She showed him the
newly completed building. He took gifts from the Tibetan Friendship Group to Sister Palmo and the
children sponsored by Australians and took photographs of them for their sponsors. He also

photographed 5 children needing sponsors and the children sponsored by TFG who were attending
the winter holiday camp there.

Philip Jenkyn discussed with Sister Palmo and Sri Attar Singh, the T.F.G. Treasurer, the assistance
they needed for projects and for medicines, equipment, food, vitamins and clothes (particularly
shoes|), and the need to preserve the Tibetan culture. On 15% January, he met His Holiness The
Dalai Lama, who was visiting Sister Palmo.
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Australia Tibet Council

Founded in 1988, Australia Tibet Council (ATC) is Australia’s largest Tibet Support Group. ATC
campaigns rigorously for the human rights and democratic freedoms of the Tibetan people and
supports the Dalai Lama’s Middle Way policy for the peaceful resolution of the Tibet issue.

As of 2008, ATC has three permanent staff, volunteer branches in New South Wales, Victoria and
Queensland, a registered support base of over 13,000 people and a financial membership of around
1,500 people.

Working closely with the Tibetan Community of Australia, the Tibet Information Office in Canberra
and the Australian All-Party Parliamentary Group for Tibet, ATC works to highlight the real situation
in Tibet, grow the Tibet movement in Australia and build active Australian Government support for the
Middle Way policy.

ATC combines public events, cyber actions, media work and direct political lobbying to achieve these
core aims. As a member of the International Tibet Support Network (ITSN), ATC also works
collaboratively with Tibet Support Groups internationally.

Over the following seven years ATC continued to increase its supporter base and focus on activities
aimed at raising awareness of Tibet in the Australian community. ATC undertook a range of
campaigns, lobbying and advocacy work addressing human rights abuses, political prisoners, cultural
and religious repression, economic exploitation, and Australia’s bilateral relationship with China.

During this period, ATC published the bi-monthly “ATC News" magazine and a monthly summary of
Tibet-related news clippings, “Tibet News Digest”. A website was also established. As ATC's
membership became increasingly national, volunteer Branches began operating in all the Australian
capital cities.

ATC organized a full- page announcement, which appeared in The Australian newspaper on 16
December 1989, congratulating the Dalai Lama on his Nobel Peace prize. The announcement was
endorsed by hundreds of influential Australians from diverse backgrounds.

1990 saw ATC hosting successful visits by Pema Dechen, the President of the Tibetan Women's
Association, and by the Tibetan Youth Congress Joint Secretary, Dolma Gyari, and President, Lhasang
Tsering.

In 1992 the Dalai Lama visited Australia for the first time in ten years. His Holiness, now a Nobel
Laureate for his non-violent campaign for the rights of the Tibetan people, attracted massive media
attention resulting in a major increase in awareness of the Tibet issue. His visit included a meeting
with Prime Minister Paul Keating and lead to the establishment of the Tibet Information Office in
Canberra. After much encouragement from ATC, Australian Parliamentarians concerned about the
situation in Tibet formed the first Australian Parliamentary Group for Tibet in 1993,

The United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women was held in Beijing in 1995. Tibet groups
around the world collaborated to have a delegation of nine exiled Tibetan women attend the
conference, including Dorji Dolma and Kesang Wangmo sponsored from Australia by ATC. The
delegation made history by becoming the first Tibetans to hold a protest on Chinese soil.

The next milestone in the development of ATC was the opening of the National Office in Sydney after a
very successful membership recruitment drive following the 1996 visit of the Dalai Lama. This was a
major step in the professionalising of ATC providing a working space for paid staff and volunteers. The
improvements in campaigning, communications and supporter management set ATC on the path to
becoming the organization that it is today.

Three day before the handover on 30 June 1997 that saw Hong Kong revert to Chinese rule, ATC
joined with UK-based Free Tibet Campaign to organize a demonstration in support of Tibetan freedom
outside Hong Kong's legislature. ATC's International Liaison Officer, Dorji Dolma, sat cross legged on
the edge of a Tibetan flag, her mouth gagged - a gesture rep: ing China’s repression of the Tibetan
people.

In June 1998, Martin Scorsese’s film, Kundun, was released in Australia and ATC lead a campaign
that created a high profile for the film before its release. ATC members distributed 40,000 copies of a
Tibet Action Kit outside screenings across Australia, resulting in hundreds of new members and an
overwhelming number of requests for information about Tibet.
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Australia’s first Tibetan Freedom Concert in June 1999 saw 8,000 people turn out to show their
support for Tibet. ATC provided a Political Tent and a Culture Tent to make sure that those attending
for the music also left with information and awareness about the situation in Tibet.

Later in the same year, ATC mobilized supporters for protests across the country to send a strong
message to visiting Chinese President, Jiang Zemin, that he was not welcome in Australia. Highlights
of the protests included an attempt by Greens Senator Bob Brown and Dorji Dolma to hand deliver a
letter to Jiang during an official lunch at Parliament House in Canberra. A boatload of ATC activists
also ambushed the Chinese President while he was strolling on the lawns of the Prime Minister's
residence on Sydney harbour.

In December 2000, ATC staged the first ever demonstration in Beijing by Western Tibet activists. Vice-
President Alex Butler and Executive Officer Paul Bourke unfurled a banner with a photo of the
Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, in front of the Australian Embassy. The Australian
Telecommunications Minister who was in Beijing at the time undertook to raise the Panchen Lama's
case with his hosts and the action received wide coverage in Australian and international media.

When Chinese President Hu Jintao visited Australia in October 2004, ATC organized a full-page
advertisement in The Australian newspaper, featuring a photo of the Dalai Lama and Hu, calling for
substantive dialogue on Tibet's future. The ad was endorsed by hundreds of Australians.

Following ATC's year-long “Hands Off Tibet" campaign Australian mining company Sino Gold
announced in January 2004 that it was cancelling its plans to develop a gold mine at Jinkang, in
eastern Tibet.

In August 2004, activists from ATC, Students for a Free Tibet and Free Tibet Campaign travelled to
Beijing to brief journalists at the Foreign Correspondents Club on the situation in Tibet and the
Beijing Olympics campaign. Following the briefing, they unfurled a banner reading “No Olympics for
China Until Tibet Is Free” at Beijing’s Ethnic Minorities Park, part of the 2008 Olympics complex. After
being interrogated for more than seven hours the activists were expelled from China.

During 2005, ATC undertook a range of campaigns and advocacy work in the areas of promoting
support for negotiations between the Dalai Lama and Chinese authorities to resolve the Tibet
situation, particularly in the context of the Beijing Olympics; human rights, including political
prisoners, religious and cultural repression; as well as continuing its work to prevent the economic
exploitation of Tibetan resources. Australian miner, Orchid Capital sought to develop a gold mine in
Tibet and ATC undertook detailed research and media work to highlight the inappropriateness of
Orchid’s plans. Orchid announced in August that it was withdrawing from Tibet.

In 2006, ATC continued to educate the Australian public, business community and politicians about
the Dalai Lama's Middle Way Approach. Over 5,000 people signed up online to the “Prayer Flags to
Prime Minister John Howard" action, asking him to publicly commit the Government's support for
meaningful dialogue between the Dalai Lama and the Chinese government. An action directing
thousands of postcards to Madame Fu, China's Ambassador to Australia, sent a strong message to
China about the need for dialogue.

In June 2007 ATC and the Castan Centre for Human Rights Law co-hosted “The Middle Way: a
peaceful approach to resolving conflict” featuring the Dalai Lama as keynote speaker. This event gave
the Dalai Lama an opportunity to explain his Middle Way approach and engage in a lively discussion
with a challenging panel of invited experts.

In preparation for the critical period leading up to the 2008 Beijing Olympics, in the latter half of 2007
ATC began integrating its lobbying, fundraising, movement building and all other spheres of activity
into a more cohesive and strategic framework.
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