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Version History 

 
4.25.2010  
 
- Added new fix for Windows 7 x64-bit users receiving a 9009 error when launching or viewing the help file 
(see Section 2.2).  Thanks to ChrisIhao! 
  
- Added table of contents, version history, and section labels for updating purposes and simplification of 
searching. 
 
5.2.2010 
 
- Refined the install instructions for WinHlp32.exe on Windows Vista and Windows 7 32- and 64-bit 
operating systems. 
  
- Exported guide to .pdf and .doc formats and updated guide sections for overall flow and readability. 
 

 
 
 
 

Foreword 

 
 This guide has been compiled to help all you ReBirth fans keep the software alive on newer 
machines that were never meant to run it.  However, keep in mind that much of the information presented 
here is an amalgamation of posts from the ReBirth Museum Message Boards and trial-and-error on my part, 
and therefore not guaranteed to solve the problem of running end-of-life software on unsupported systems. 
 
 Special thanks to all those on the message boards that have helped me write this.  Please post any 
updates, need-to-know's, overall experiences, tweaks, or spelling/grammar corrections to this guide on the 
RMMB under my original “Walkthrough” post. 
 

http://www.rebirthmuseum.com/board/index.cfm?fuseaction=mainframe
http://www.rebirthmuseum.com/board/index.cfm?fuseaction=displayMsg&displayMsg=356549


  3 

 

Download and Install 

 
 
 

1.1: How to download and burn the disc image (.iso) 
 

 
The following directions are culminated directly from Propellerheads’ ReBirth Museum: 
http://www.rebirthmuseum.com/downloads/rebirth/index.cfm?fuseaction=displaymain 
 
If you don’t already have a BitTorrent client, download one of your choice. 
For example, download uTorrent:  
http://www.utorrent.com/ 
 
Launch your BitTorrent client (this guide will continue to use uTorrent as the example).  From within the 
client, select “Open URL.”  Paste in the ReBirth 2.0.1 BitTorrent for Windows link: 
http://81.92.66.41/torrents/rebirth_iso_installation.zip.torrent 
 
The “rebirth_iso_installation.zip” file should start downloading.  Once finished, move it to your desktop 
so that it is easily located (in uTorrent: click on the "Completed" tab to find the finished download). 
 
Unzip the file and burn a CD of the “rebirth_iso_installation.iso” disc image.  This can be done easily 
with the built-in CD burning software of both Windows and Mac.   
 
TIP: Keep the .iso on your hard drive in case you ever need to burn another CD. 
 
 
 

 
1.2: How to install 

 
 

Insert the newly burned ReBirth CD and run the setup application.  Although this is a one-time install, 
the CD will need to be in your drive each time you run ReBirth. 
 
If you’re running a 64-bit version of Windows, then ReBirth may not install from the CD.  You will need 
to download the following installer file instead: 
http://www.sendspace.com/file/p472uq 
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Issues After Install 

 
 
 

2.1: Renaming files in the ReBirth RB-338 directory 
 

 
Navigate to the Rebirth RB-338 folder (I have seen instances where it is placed in the root C:\ directory 
or in the Program Files folder – either is fine, as long as you can find it).   
 
Rename "ReBirth.dll_" to "Rebirth.dll" (notice: you're just removing the underscore "_" at the end of the 
file name).   
 
Do the same for the "ReWire.dll_" file, removing only the "_" after the ".dll".   
 
NOTE: If there is no "_" underscore at the end of either filename, then continue to the next step. 
 
 
 
 

2.2: Updating “WinHlp32.exe” for Windows Vista and Windows 7 
 
 
If you are running Windows Vista or Windows 7, then you'll need to download the correct version of the 
Windows Help Viewer (WinHlp32.exe).  If your copy of Windows has been activated and is "Genuine," 
you can use Microsoft's Windows Standalone Updater online: 
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/917607 
 
NOTE: You should be downloading the file from the computer you intend to install ReBirth on (or an 
activated computer of the same OS).   
 
Under the “Resolution” tab, select the appropriate download for your version of Windows (Vista or 7).   
 
On the next page, you may have to “validate” the download (prove to Microsoft that your version of 
Windows has been activated and is genuine).   Carefully follow the given instructions for this process.   
 
Once done, select the correct version (32- or 64-bit) of the file to download.  When the file begins to 
download, choose Open to install immediately, or Save to install at a later time. 
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2.3: Problems with Microsoft’s stand-alone update client? 

 
 
In the case you cannot access the download from Microsoft’s support website, you can try the help 
items listed here: 
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/949104/ 
 
- OR - 
 
If you have not yet activated Windows or are downloading from another OS, then you may not be able 
to use Microsoft's update service at all (for example, I run Windows 7 as a virtual machine on my Mac 
and ran into this issue when trying to download in OS X).   
 
You may be able to find an appropriate WinHlp32.exe stand-alone file (without installer) on the internet. 
For example: 
http://blog.komeil.com/2009/06/windows-help-program-winhlp32exe-for.html 
 
NOTE: As these files may not come directly from Microsoft, I cannot vouch for their efficacy on your 
version of Windows... However, I have installed them myself (see notes below) and have not run into 
any further issues. 
 
After downloading a proper version of the WinHlp32.exe file, place the file into the Windows folder.  If 
the file drops in successfully, you’re finished (you can safely replace the older version if prompted). 
 
If you are unable to move the file, it's due to Microsoft's user-permissions handler, "Trusted Installer."  
In order to successfully replace "WinHlp32.exe," you'll need to claim yourself as the owner of the file.  
To do this, carefully follow the steps below: 
 
 
Step 1:  Right-click on the "WinHlp32.exe" file and select “Properties.” 
 
Step 2:  Select the “Security” tab and click on the “Advanced” button. 
 
Step 3:  Select the “Owner” tab and click on the “Edit” button. 
 
Step 4:  Click on your user name in the "Change owner to" section.  THIS SHOULD NOT BE  
   "Administrators (Your user name)" - instead, select "Users (Your user name)." 
 
Step 5:  Select OK.  A dialog should appear asking you to back out of all the previous menus in order to  
   reset ownership.  Click OK until all windows have closed. 
 
Step 6:  Right-click on "WinHlp32.exe" again and select “Properties.” 
 
Step 7:  Go to the “Security” tab and select “Advanced”. 
 
Step 8:  In the “Permissions” tab, select “Change Permissions.” 
 
Step 9:  In the “Permissions” window, remove "Trusted Installer" from the permission entries list.   
   Select "Users (Your user name)" and click “Edit.” 
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Step 10:  In the “Permissions” list for your user, select “Allow” next to “Full Control. “  
     This should check all the boxes in the “Allow” column. 
 
Step 11:  Now click OK on all the pop-up menus and get back to the Windows folder.   
 
Step 12:  Right-click on the “WinHlp32.exe” file and now you can select Delete. 
 
Step 13:  Drop the "WinHlp32.exe" file from the previous download into the Windows folder. 
 
Step 14:  Go to the Control Panel and select “Default Programs.” 
 
Step 15:  Select "Associate a file type or protocol with a program." 
 
Step 16:  Find the ".hlp" extension in the list and click on the “Change program” button. 
 
Step 17:  Choose “Browse” and select the new "WinHlp32.exe" application in the Windows folder. 
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ModPacker for 64-bit Windows 

 
To use ModPacker for 64-bit Windows operating systems, download and install the following file: 
http://www.sendspace.com/file/1r66ff 
 


