
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Governor’s  
Aboriginal Summer  
Reading Camps   2014 



Frontier College is Canada’s original literacy organization 
 

Founded in 1899, Frontier College recruits and trains volunteers to deliver literacy programs to children, youth and 
adults in communities across the country.  Frontier College helps Canadians improve their literacy and increase their 
opportunities.  We believe literacy is a right. 

 

www.frontiercollege.ca 
 
Frontier College 
35 Jackes Ave, Toronto, ON M4T 1E2 
Toll Free Tel: 1-800-555-6523 
www.frontiercollege.ca 
 

 

 

Recognizing Our Partners 
The 2014 Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps offered in 24 communities 
of Northern Ontario were made possible with financial and in-kind support from the following 
civic and public-spirited organizations. We gratefully acknowledge their generous 
contributions. As a result of these partnerships, the future looks brighter for the children, 
youth, and families who were able to participate in camp this year. 

Thank you! 
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Frontier College Report 2014 

The Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps 

 

During my installation in September 2007 as the 28th Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, I pledged that I would 

continue and expand the Aboriginal youth literacy initiatives begun by my predecessor, the Honourable James K. 

Bartleman. 

Principal among these initiatives was the Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps, which provide 

young people in remote First Nations communities with the opportunity to develop literacy and numeracy skills in a 

fun and activity-oriented setting. 

I am immensely proud that, during my seven years in office, 292 three-week camps were hosted in more than 30 

First Nations communities across Northern Ontario—a rate of success that would not have been possible without the 

enthusiastic co-operation of First Nations Chiefs and Elders and the capable and compassionate administration of 

Frontier College. 

During my mandate as Lieutenant Governor, my wife Ruth Ann visited 23 summer camps and 13 First Nations 

communities on my behalf. In September of this year, she travelled to Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation 

on Big Trout Lake, accompanied by Her Royal Highness The Countess of Wessex and a delegation of women 

leaders, including Premier Kathleen Wynne and my designated successor as Lieutenant Governor, Elizabeth 

Dowdeswell. 

In a subsequent opinion piece in The Globe and Mail, Ruth Ann wrote that the subject of reconciliation came up 

many times during their visit with the people of KI. 

In remote communities where the weight of history and the lingering effects of residential school abuse can be seen 

in grinding poverty, substance abuse and an appalling rate of suicide among young people, the Lieutenant 

Governor’s Summer Reading Camps are sowing seeds of trust and reconciliation for those who have every reason to 

be suspicious of outsiders. 

I believe this is due to two important factors. 

The first is Frontier College’s reputation, which is based on over four decades of collaboration with Aboriginal 

leaders to help First Nations communities across Canada better themselves through education and training. 

The second is the college’s relationship with the leaders of Nishnawbe Aski Nation and the Chiefs of Ontario, who 

are deeply committed to the ideals of the literacy program. The involvement of local Chiefs, Elders, and other 

community members in many of the summer camp activities has added immeasurably to their success. 

I left office this year confident that the Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps will carry on 

their vital work under the caring stewardship of Frontier College. I have no doubt that the camps’ continuing success 

will play a significant role in helping us all transcend the past and achieve true reconciliation by enhancing and 

building new relationships of respect and trust between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians. 

 

The Honourable David C. Onley 
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Executive Summary   
 
In July and August 2014, the Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps were 
held in 24 communities of Northern Ontario. Participating children took part in three weeks 
of fun, educational activities to develop their language, literacy and numeracy skills through 
games, arts and crafts, cultural activities, field trips and opportunities to learn with special 
visitors from their community. 
 

Highlights from the 2014 Camps 
 

 Three-week camps were held in 24 communities 

 15 communities hosted double sessions, offering local children six weeks of camp 

 2,904 children attended camp  

 20 local staff were hired and trained to deliver community-based literacy activities  

 Children read more than five books each in addition to group reading activities—
surpassing the amount required to combat summer learning loss 

 Literacy-embedded field trips and activities provided a balance of physical activity, 
Aboriginal cultural teachings, Aboriginal language exposure and learning about the 
community through local field trips  

 81% of campers said they like reading more after camp 

 99% of parents said their child was excited and positive about camp  

 100% of teachers said campers were more prepared for school  
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

100%  87% 

of teachers said 
that the 
campers had 
maintained or 
improved 
skills. 
 

of parents said 
their child had an 
improved 
attitude to  
books and 
learning  
after  
camp. 

of parents 
felt that 
camp 
improved 
their child’s 
social skills. 

of camp 
counsellors felt 
that their camp 
experience 
enhanced their 
employment 
skills.  

92% 
 

85% 

  Wabaseemoong 
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  “I have learned 

to read better 

since coming to 

camp!” 

“I like books 

about hockey 

and planets!” 

“I read more at 

camp because 

there are more 

books around.” 

“I like to read 

because books 

make you 

smart!” 

         “I read 
more because 

I’m learning 
how.” 

  K.I./Big Trout Lake 
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Frontier College believes that literacy is a right. By helping children in Aboriginal communities 
build the skills and confidence that will prepare them for school and for life, the Lieutenant  
Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps are helping today’s students become 
tomorrow’s leaders, workers, parents and caregivers.  
 
The camps began as the vision of the former Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, and member of 
the Chippewas of Mnjikaning First Nation, the Honourable James K. Bartleman.  
Leveraging Frontier College’s national leadership in literacy, as well  
as its history of working with Aboriginal communities, the program  
has grown from an original five communities in Northern Ontario  
to over 80 communities across Canada.  
 
Camps are supported by an array of individual, corporate  
and government donors. The Lieutenant Governor  
continues to champion the camps, as do the Nishnawbe  
Aski Nation and the Chiefs of Ontario. 
 
  
  

 

Vision & Background  

 

 

 

   Fort Hope 

   Kasabonika 
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 Summer Learning Loss 
The Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps respond to a pressing need for 
quality educational supports over the summer months. Activities focus on preventing “summer 
learning loss,” a decline in student performance between school years, which is most prevalent 
among students who have less regular access to learning and literacy supports outside of school.  
 

To combat summer learning loss, younger students should read for a minimum of 15 minutes a 
day, while older students should complete five or more books over the summer.  
 

 Children at the 2014 Lieutenant Governor’s Summer Reading Camps read more 
than five books each 

 Each camper took part in an average of four daily group reading activities 

 More than 8,000 free, high-quality children’s books were sent home  

 85% of parents said their child had an improved attitude towards books and 
learning 

 81% of campers said they liked reading more after camp  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Onigaming 
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Program Objectives 
 

The objectives of the Lieutenant Governor’s  
Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps are to: 

 encourage a love of reading  

 prevent summer learning loss 

 build community partnerships 

 increase community capacity 
 
Camps include numerous individual and 
group reading activities, and also provide 
campers with free, high-quality books to 
take home to build their own personal 
home libraries. In addition, camps reinforce 
traditional community-based learning by 
inviting community members, parents and 
Elders to visit camp, lead activities and read 
to the campers. 

Activities & Results 

A Lifelong Love of Reading 
 

Love of reading, not just the ability to read, 
is more predictive of school success than 
any other factor. That’s why Reading 
Camps focus on making reading, writing 
and storytelling fun.  
 
In addition, Camp provides local families 
with free, high-quality books so they can 
build their own libraries. 
 

In 2014, 346 books  
were donated  
to each community 
 

   Poplar Hill 
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Beyond the Book 
 

Reading camp is more than just reading. Campers enjoy typical summer 
camp activities (e.g., arts and crafts, sports and games, field trips), but with a 
twist—literacy and numeracy are carefully embedded into each of these 
activities, so that campers have fun while exploring the many ways words, 
numbers and ideas are used in their daily lives.  
  

 

“My daughter plays 

outside more now. She 

likes to pretend that she is 

a worker at camp.”  

 
 

Parent, Muskrat Dam 

 

 

Parent, K.I./Big Trout Lake 

 
“My son is more eager 

to take on tasks that I 

give him to do at 

home.”  

   Mishkeegogamang 
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Camp Counsellor Training  

Camp staff for the Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps are recruited and 
hired by Frontier College. Prior to the start of camp, 61 counsellors—20 hired locally—
attended an intensive three-day training session with Frontier College where they learned how 
to set up and deliver camps with literacy and numeracy embedded in the programming.   
 

Training for camp staff covered a wide range of topics to help them work effectively with 
children and integrate literacy and learning opportunities into all camp activities. Areas covered 
included: literacy basics and curriculum development; engaging campers and managing 
behaviours; community engagement; healthy eating; teamwork; safety and risk management; 
and reporting requirements.  
 

 
Special presenters at Training  

 Stan Beardy, Ontario Regional Chief, 
Assembly of First Nations 

 Jennifer Martino, One Laptop Per Child 

 Jim Peters-Chicago, Elder 

 Vicki Von Zuben, Mushkegowuk 
Council/Omushkego Education Student 
Success 

 

p 

  Training in Thunder Bay 
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Program Activities  
The Lieutenant Governor’s Summer Reading Camps provide a full program of activities from 
Monday to Friday, and are open to all children and youth aged 5-15 years old at no cost to 
parents. Campers are grouped by age and take part in a wide range of activities, with literacy 
embedded through the integration of reading, writing and vocabulary development into 
games, excursions and guest visits. 
 
Camps were held through July and August, 2014. 
Over the course of each three-week camp session, 
campers participated in an average of:  
 

 57 group reading activities 

 38 writing activities 

 29 numeracy activities 

 53 physical and outdoor activities 

 31 arts and crafts activities 

 21 music and drama activities 

 6 cultural activities  

 3 field trips  

 2 guest presenters  

 4 community visitors  
  

Camp 
Activities 

Grounded in the Community 

 

Arts & crafts 

 
Individual 
& assisted 
reading 

Group 
stories 

 

Journaling 
& creative 

writing 

Traditional/ 
cultural   

activities 

 
Community 
participation 

 
Physical 
activities 

Field 
trips 

 

 
Music & 
drama 

 

   Eagle Lake 
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Learning for Life 
 

Reading camp touches more than just campers. It’s part of the community. 
Parents, Elders and local leaders share their knowledge and experience during 
visits and field trips, making the link between learning and day-to-day life, 
while buiding a shared culture of literacy to benefit the whole community.   

Camp counsellor, Peawanuck  

“The camp has encouraged 

community members to 

become more involved, not 

only with their own children, 

but with the youth.” 

 

   Attawapiskat 



15 
 

 
In 2014, local Elders and other 
community members helped align 
literacy activities with ongoing learning 
in the community. Activities included: 

 Children’s sweat lodge 

 Traditional music and dancing 

 Ojibwe, Cree and Oji-Cree language  

 Traditional crafts (e.g., moccasins, 
tamarack geese, dreamcatchers) 

 Storytelling 

 Blueberry picking 

 Making bannock 

 Medicine walk 

 Wildfire 
awareness  

 Community 
tours 

 Health fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
An important aspect of the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps—and a major 
factor in their success—is community 
engagement. Adult participation sends a strong, 
positive message to campers about the value of 
learning and education, while raising awareness 
and feelings of ownership of the camps 
throughout the entire community.   

Parents got involved by attending events such as 
art exhibits or graduation ceremonies organised 
by campers. Studies have shown that parental or 
caregiver involvement is one of the most 
significant factors determining a child’s  
academic success.   

In addition to providing literacy support,  
training, and opportunities to get involved,  
the Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal  
Summer Reading Camps contributed to  
the local economies through hiring of  
local staff and the purchase of supplies  
and services from local stores and suppliers.   

 

Community Engagement 

   Fort Albany 

   Peawanuck 
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Camp Communities 

   Big Grassy 

1. Attawapiskat  
2. Bearskin Lake 
3. Big Grassy  
4. Cat Lake  
5. Eagle Lake 
6. Fort Albany  
7. Fort Hope  
8. Fort Severn  
9. Kasabonika Lake 
10. K.I./Big Trout Lake 
11. Kingfisher Lake 
12. Marten Falls  
13. Mishkeegogamang 
14. Muskrat Dam  
15. Neskantaga 
16. Onigaming  
17. Peawanuck 
18. Poplar Hill 
19. Sachigo Lake 
20. Sandy Lake 
21. Slate Falls 
22. Wabaseemoong 
23. Wapekeka 
24. Webequie 
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Evaluation Results 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Each year, Frontier College provides evaluation tools for Camp staff to conduct evaluations with 
campers, parents, educators and community stakeholders to determine the impact of camp 
programs. The evaluation results for 2014 tell us that this year’s camps continued to offer 
campers effective, fun and educational opportunities to maintain and develop their literacy and 
numeracy skills in the summer months.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 81% of campers said that they like reading more after camp 
 

 

 

 

 100% of teachers noticed an increased school readiness in returning to school 

 100% of teachers said their students showed increased self-esteem 

 100% of teachers said they would recommend their students attend camp 

 

 

 

 87% said their child had improved social skills 

 85% said their child had an improved attitude towards books and learning  

 99% said their child was excited and positive about camp 

 86% said their child was more prepared for school as a result of camp 

 96% said their child had maintained or improved their skills over the summer 

 99% would have their child participate in camp again 

 96% would recommend camp to others 
 
 
 

 100% noticed positive behaviours in the children as a result of camp 

 81% felt that their experience as counsellors would impact their future plans 

 92% felt that working at camp improved their employment skills 
 

 

 

   Cat Lake 

Campers 

Educators 

Parents 

 

Counsellors 
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Testimonials 

Our program attracted a lot of campers, including ones who tend to avoid school. We hopefully gave 

our campers the confidence and tools needed to move forward in their next academic year. 

Camp counsellor, Attawapiskat 
 

The staff encouraged positive attitudes 

towards each other—manners, courtesy, 

kindness. 

Parent, Big Grassy 
 

My son is reading more. He brought home 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid and read it all. 

Parent, Onigaming 
 

“ 

” 

I read more now because I brought 

home a bunny book and my sister keeps 

asking me to read it to her. 

Camper, Bearskin Lake 
 

I like the books at Camp! I like that I can  

read alone at Camp. I like reading  

because I can finish the book now. 

Camper, K.I./Big Trout Lake 

 

   Slate Falls 
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Testimonials (continued) 

My daughter likes to pretend that she is 

a worker at camp.  

Parent, Muskrat Dam 
 

I like reading more since being at camp. I 

like coming in the morning to read to the 

younger kids.  

Camper, Peawanuk 
 

Shania really enjoyed the literacy camp experience. She looked forward to attending the camp every 

morning. She talked about the arts, games, reading and writing activities they did as well as the 

snacks. She will miss the camp when it’s over. It would be really nice to have this camp back in our 

community next summer as it provides a great learning experience for our future generations. 

Parent, Eagle Lake 

 

The camp has encouraged community members to become more involved with not only their 

children but with the youth. In the future, we hope that some of the literacy skills we have  

taught will be passed on and instill a love of reading to generations to come in a fun and exciting 

way. 

Camp counsellor, Peawanuck 

 

” 

           Since attending camp, both of my 

kids enjoy reading more at home. They 

did not do that before. 

Parent, Attawapiskat 
 

 

The kids wait for camp every single year. I feel 

that it teaches the children and parents  [the] 

importance of education and a learning 

environment for the future of the community.  

Camp counsellor, Sandy Lake 

My kids brought home books and read 

them to us. 

Parent, Kingfisher Lake 
 

I think the camp has a positive impact on the 

campers’ perception of reading. I think the 

camp boosts their confidence in reading and in 

the enjoyment of reading. And as they become 

confident, they become willing to read new 

things. 

Camp counsellor, Mishkeegogamang 
 

Camp was very helpful for my daughter because 

her final report card indicated she needed to do 

more reading. I immediately signed her up when 

I first heard about this camp. 

Parent, Fort Albany   
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Letters of Support 
Lena Copenace, Educator 
Onigaming, ON 
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Letters of Support 
Elizabeth Atlookan, Chief 
Eabametoong First Nation 
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Letters of Support 
James Brown, Education Director 
Wapekeka Education Authority 
Parent, Balcarres 
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Letters of Support 

Roxanne Moonias, Youth Worker 
Neskantaga First Nation, ON 
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Letters of Support 
Candi Kelly, Parent 
Onigaming, ON 
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Letters of Support 
Edmund Hunter, Chief 
Wenusk First Nation, ON 
Parent, Balcarres 



26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Letters of Support 
Nicole Gillies, Education Director 
Fort Albany, ON 
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Literacy allows people to participate fully in society—as workers, as parents, as students and as 
citizens. The Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer Reading Camps foster a love of reading 
so that children choose to read on their own. Children who are empowered in this way have the 
best tools to succeed in school and become lifelong learners.  
 
The 2014 camps received overwhelming support from parents and from the toughest crowd of 
all—the kids! Through the generosity of our supporters, 2,904 children were able to increase 
their skills as readers and learners while preventing summer learning loss. 
 
Frontier College hopes to continue delivering the Lieutenant Governor’s Aboriginal Summer 
Reading Camps program well into the future. Together, we can build a culture of community 
literacy that will be proudly embraced for generations to come! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 

   Sandy Lake 
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Connect with us! 

www.frontiercollege.ca 
 

Facebook.com/FrontierCollege 
Twitter.com/FrontierCollege 
Youtube.com/FrontierCollege 

 

35 Jackes Ave. 
Toronto, ON  M4T 1E2 
1-800-555-6523 
info@frontiercollege.ca 

 
 

   Sachigo Lake 


