
A LAP OF THE GUIA CIRCUIT WITH… 

EDOARDO MORTARA
TURN 1  The �rst two corners are part of the 14m-wide straight and here 

you can get a good tow and make overtaking moves. 

Turn 1, a left-hander, is easy �at in 5th gear. You arrive at over 200km/h. On 

the exit, stick it in 6th. 

MANDARIN ORIENTAL BEND  The next right-hander is �at, also, and 

here you need to have your eyes trained on your mirrors because if there’s 

a car close behind he’ll use the opportunity to get a tow and make a move. 

So you need to be very tactical here. You need to eek out as much of a 

gap as you can before starting a new lap, and you need to get maximum 

speed from the exit of the �nal turn if you’re going to survive into Turn 3. 

Be prepared to go on the defensive.
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LISBOA  This is the �rst proper corner, and the braking zone is severe. You 

arrive in 6th gear at 265km/h and brake when you pass the 100m board. 

The corner, which is often the scene of incidents, is taken in 2nd gear. 

Braking is bumpy and it’s really tight.

SAN FRANCISCO  Up to 3rd gear. San Francisco Corner is almost �at 

if you’re pushing hard enough, and here begins the mountain section. 

I absolutely love this part of the track, and I’m getting excited just 

picturing it. Turn 4 is a fast right where you try to carry a lot of speed in 

and get a good exit for the straight up San Francisco Hill. At the end of 

the straight you have a combination of left-right bends. You arrive at the 

�rst in 5th, downshift to 3rd and keep to 

the right so you’ve got the perfect line 

for the following left-hander, carrying 

maximum speed.

MATERNITY BEND  Then you brake 

immediately for the second-gear, right-

hand corner known as Maternity Bend. 

Get as close to the wall as you dare on 

the exit.

Then there’s a small straight, enough 

to get up to fourth, and you stay in that 

gear as you sweep through a fast left 

turn. It’s an ‘S’ curve which switches back, 

and you can take the right-hander still in 

fourth. Next is a left-right kink which is 

�at-out in 4th but tricky – it’s pretty easy 

to lose the car here.

There’s another small straight where 

you accelerate up to �fth-gear before 

braking for a tight-ish third-gear chicane. 

Back to fourth and immediately there’s 

a really narrow right, which is pretty 

bumpy under braking. Here, it’s easy to lock a front wheel and go o!. 

Second-gear on the exit, then third, then brake hard for another second-

gear right-hander. 

DONA MARIA BEND  Up through the gears to fourth, and brake for 

a left-hand spoon curve that is banked and allows you to carry a lot of 

speed. Watch out for locking the front-left. Exit in 3rd gear. 

MELCO HAIRPIN  The next corner is the famous Melco Hairpin, and that 

demands 1st gear and full steering wheel lock. It’s very tight – the track is 

just seven metres wide here. Exit is key – you want to get the car straight 

as early as possible so you can give it full throttle.

FISHERMAN’S BEND  Now we’re back 

on the wide track section. Watch out for 

the walls. This is a pretty long straight, 

5th gear, 220km/h, before braking for the 

penultimate corner, Fisherman’s Bend – a 

fast right-hander, 3rd gear. The exit is pretty 

critical to prepare for the �nal corner.

R BEND  Back to 4th, and steer to the 

right. This is the most important turn of 

them all because if you’re not carrying 

maximum speed at the exit here you’ve 

had it. Straighten up and put your foot to 

the �oor for another lap.  
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