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Mayor of Kitami City Makoto Sakurada

GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

Kitami was Fourth place in Japan that
spread from east to west about 110 km to
Sekihoku mountain pass from the Sea of
Okhotsk coast, Kitami is the size of No. 1 in
Hokkaido.

Our city is blessed with natural environment
or variegated local resources, and it is
developed as a major urban area of the
industry and economy of the Okhotsk area
based on agriculture-and-forestry fisheries.

I sincerely hope to present many of
Kitami's charms via this book of city

information.
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Japan's largest scale, it is a region with a history of "the
land of scallop aquaculture origin" and "Tokoro ruins".

Fh—"Y JBOHIN :I I: o 8 & (CHRMNTERE
AN EVPHEER Dt h—=U2VIDEE
2 v z
sidn g 4 £5 1 v Bk
58| B _]— Lrlews )
') \/\ = 75§ )
Blin X 2 D e I1 Y
FLF2 EEREER:
254 0) B135%¢
g - =
HY°\!%_|_‘» N im{{_»Elo)r]U
R D L& T H il
& T A B AEREC
Bl GgBTrd
Autonomous Region & 7 % L » RS &= Y% FTARN
Kit/arni is a region that made the mint ?E 0&) T W ﬁ :';‘)‘ % % % = 3:_':
70% of th - 1d. Making it /= 5 S
the cgre (ff pcroemv;?grg]eognd ir?dlllré%rly 17 =2 % /9\ W EE N W
and service industries of Okhotsk 32 4oy ﬁ‘
i tly. In addition, effort
e S S TOKORO
fmetitutions such a5 nhiversities nave o 4 A % 6 Autonomous Region
been actively carried out. R BY % % Flowers grows on sandbar Saromako of Okhotsk and
o D7 ,; the Sea "Wakka Natural Flower Garden", is a region
where fishing and agriculture to development in the rich
. ai’ natural grace. Has a year-round type Curling Hall of
1
- E N

SEFEONVE S A ZRTE

&)émf—ﬁﬁ’a} T9 P&
'Co)—"-ﬁ‘ﬁm%‘?‘%ﬂﬂﬂﬁ o ——
W L TR AR | e
éEFgEQ?Ci&@ BEE M| A
&gl LB EOEIC E
"HEL U EE AHATH|E
E oy T ®oOoBEH o8

e A% B E
=S

L H—%

b %

: E D

22

Z

ERAS

5 %

B

1t 12

=2

Autonomous Region

In areas surrounded by rich forest of
heavy snow foothills along the Muka River,
forest industry to take advantage of local
wood and Large white kidney beans boasts a
production volume in Japan is thriving.

In tourism was based in Onneyu hot spring,
"YAMANO aquarium" that was renewed has
attracted attention from all over the country.
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Was built the economic foundation of Kitami early was "mint". By
Kitami production mint accounted for about 70% of the world market,
his reputation as a specialty of Japan and, of Kitami, and contributed
Showa heyday , and has been certified to the "modernization industrial
heritage." In addition, you can enjoy the scent of mint newborn in

to the modernization of the industry in Japan in 13 to 14 years around
distilled peppermint museum adjacent.

Kitami mint memorial museum
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The museum building was once the residential
home of Mr. and Mrs. Pierson, a missionary

They came to Japan in 1888 and migrated
to Nokkeushi in 1914. From here, they led a
movement to stop the establishment of a red-
light district and saved many women from
becoming prostitutes. A simple and quaint
a museum to exhibit the work of Mr. and
Mrs. Pierson. It is also designated as one of

William M. Vories, is now being used as
Hokkaido's heritages.

couple from Elizabeth City in the United States.
Western building, which was designed by

Pierson memorial house
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okyo University's
blished is a treasure-

okoro area at w.

arch center is esta
ove of archaeological remains. At Tokoro

National Historic Site, there are 2,500

10,000 such remains within the entire Tokoro
area. It is one of the largest scales in the world
for having this many pit houses within a single
autonomous area. Numerous depressions
sighted in the forest are the remains of pit
houses created in varying historical periods.

One of the unique characteristics of this site is
that there is only small amount of sedimentary

soil, preserving the appearance of the
historical pit houses in excellent condition to

archaeologists estimate that there will be over
this very day.

confirmed remains of pit houses and
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In 1897, emigration Hokkousya Tosa (Kochi) came to Abashiri in long voyages. We arrived
over a few more days I was Notukeushi. I was a Tonden soldier that did Hokkousya settled

in at the same time as was the purpose of development and the defense of the north. Both are
strong pioneer spirit, despite the difficulties, the earth opened up in the north, the history of
the great deeds of the soldier Tonden, Sinzenkou temple nun Yoshida was allowed to make
a puppet puppeteer in Nagoya 75. This doll is on display to save temple Sinzenkou still as

the Kitami began.1932, decided to manufacture the doll Tonden soldier to convey to posterity
valuable cultural assets.

Tonden soldier doll in Shinzenkou temple
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In the vast and natural about 110 km east-west up
to the Okhotsk Sea coast, grace of rich earth and
the sun from the foot of the Taisetsu, upland rice, W
wheat and barley, of cane-sugar beet UmaRin,
beans, onions, etc. in addition to vegetables, a %"
variety of management by livestock such as dairy, &

beef cattle, pig farming has been done. "
And we cultivation that takes advantage and
temperature differences of the basin-specific,
the rate of sunshine of Japan's leading, etc. to
minimize the use of chemical synthetic pesticides
and chemical fertilizers, agricultural products
that are produced, conscious harmony with the
environment with the aim of clean agriculture,
we have delivered to the consumer agricultural £
products with high safe and secure quality.
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Onion

Kitami's total onion production in
2012 was approximately 170,000 tons,
accounting for 30% of Hokkaido's total
yield Kitami boasts the top onion yield in
Japan.

The total area of onion fields within
Kitami is approximately 3,000 hectares.
The farmers become busy with the
transplantation of onion seedlings in
spring and countless numbers of plump
round onions are dug up and laid on
the soil of extensive onion fields in the
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Scallop

Lake Saroma is the very birthplace of scallop culturing. which
was established through painstaking efforts of the fishermen,
became the foundation of the Tokoro area as one of the world's
top sites for scallop production.

Fleshy and sweet scallops cultured in the lush lake
environment have outstanding texture, highly valued as a
gourmet ingredient throughout the world.

Shegabas

Facing the Saromako Sea of

Okhotsk and rich resources,
we have the key industry
open sea scallop fishery, the
salmon-trout fishing nets.
There is a sea urchin and crab
landings, such as flounder
in other, I am promoting the
"resource-managed fishery."
The lake, aquaculture Hokkai
Shrimps fishing of oysters
and scallops spat is thriving.
Expanded development of
Tokoro fishing port it towards
the provision of seafood safe
and more secure, the aim of
"health management type
fishing port" is underway.
In addition, we are actively
involved in tree planting
activities that attention also
to the fisheries environment
conservation, forest grow
their own fishermen.
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Kitami is a lively commercial centers has expanded the size of the
retail trade area as the core city of Okhotsk area. It is a place of citizen
exchange functions such as retail and food service industries gather
from the old days, central shopping street, which is working on a mall
building an attractive through various events.

On the other hand, a new shopping zone is formed in the suburbs, has
further fueled the city of commerce, the Kitami. Taking advantage of
the ingenuity of the region, while promoting the town development of
citizen participation vibrant "encounter”, "discovery" of "turnout", we will
promote a variety of commercial activities lively.

BTN F MY ELEOEE
En Al g D e R
ErzzllonRgRe it
7 l_§ N ﬁﬁ T q 2 '
enlm) el raele
iﬁﬁ%%fé‘yﬁnﬁﬁikgﬁbt%¥/\%
DSz rnDERp il B
BEoo gyt AT D olE s A
Tmtg | DEZE Wy R
Erede o EBaMrmliEicoci
O%?iﬁtxftﬁ%“ﬁ%ﬁkc‘;]?ﬁ
ER S A R AL RN
WENRNEY R CEES R AMH L
yom EE ]S E oS o b B
Fo#lty X o HEme L
cHERSLUEP L HMEEHOR
FEA P CT ALY BWEHEET

Kitami is proactively engaged in local economy revitalization activities-
inviting companies to establish at Kitami Industrial Park and Kitami
High-Tech Park, both of which take maximum advantage of local
resources, promoting the development of new products through inter-
industry cooperation, overcoming logistics costs through increasing
products' added-values and proactively cultivating markets.

Also the Cooperative Research Center of Kitami Institute of Technology
is not only serving as the point of contact for cooperative

research with the private sector, it has Okhotsk Industry-Academia-
Government Collaboration Center and the Kitami Office of The
Organization for Small & Medium Enterprises and Regional Innovation,
Japan, Hokkaido Branch established within it as a "one-stop service
base" for supporting local R&D and commercialization. The city makes
efforts towards the promotion of local industries, through technological
improvement and new product development, while deepening the
enterprise-university-local administration coalition.

Kitami's total forest a:
administrative area.
The city encourages forest management activities,
including tree planting and thinning, Moreover,
backed by abundant forest resources, forest products
industry is thriving-one of Hokkaido's top laminated
wood factories is based in Kitami. While deepening
cooperative relationships with local companies, various
attempts have been made, such as the development
of new wooden products, sales promotion of existing
products, wooden biomass projects using unused
resources and the dissemination and education
regarding trees and woods.
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Large white kidney beans

Large white kidney beans are a type of kidney
bean. Known as "the queen of beans," these pure
white, large beans are used as a main ingredient
for the sweet, white bean-paste filling of many
fine Japanese confectioneries.

Kitami, with the cool, inland climate, is perfect
for growing large white kidney beans, yielding
approximately 60% of Japan's total production.

Kitami's large white kidney beans are large in
size and excellent in flavor. They are distributed
widely as high-grade products among many kinds

of beans.

Oysters in winter

and Hokkai Shrimps in summer

From mid-October to the end of March, fishermen
become busy with oyster

harvesting in Lake Saroma. Oysters of Lake
Saroma are relatively small in size yet very rich in
flavor, therefore, gaining an excellent reputation
particularly for eating raw. The availability of
Hokkai Shrimps, however, is limited from July to
August and they are boiled in salty water before
distributed to markets. The perfect saltiness,
excellent fleshy texture, appetizing firmness and
sweetness of the shrimps are ideal to have with any
alcoholic beverage. Hokkai Shrimps are a It is an
excellent piece representing summer of Okhotsk.
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Education

Principally Kitami aims to nurture children's
solid academic capabilities, rich spirits and
healthy bodies, all of which have practical use
for living in a society in their adulthood. On
that basis, the city promotes creative and lively
school education, Additionally, Kitami strives for
the construction of a society of life-long learning
in which one can lean whenever and wherever
he/she likes and attempts the self-actualization
in a society, making full use of the achievement
gained through such life-long learning.
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Environment

Kitami is a city surrounded by nature, including the Okhotsk Forest- the national forest of 3,648 hectares opened to the public, the Japan's
largest Wakka Natural Flower Garden and colonies of Dahurian Azaleas- one of Hokkaido's protected spices,

In order to continuously protect this blessed natural environment, the city, under Kitami City's Master Plan on Environment, undertakes city
development in compliance with environmental soundness and resource recycling.

Also, together with the towns of Kunnep and Oketo, both of which are situated along the Tokoro River, which runs through the city of Kitami,
the city establishes a standardized ordinance for the preservation of the Tokoro River's aqueous environs. Making comprehensive efforts to
preserve river/watershed environments,
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Healthcare &Welfare

Amid current social circumstances of significantly changing

local community structures, including progressing low
birthrates, increasing nuclear families and fast-disappearing
neighborhood relationships, Kitami, with its primary
principal of, "creating a city of beaming smiles under
all circumstances, through communication, support and
cooperation," progresses towards an even more productive
city in which the residents can live with security and
reassurance.
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Local activity

In order to go up to create their own a better
community, community organizations, including
neighborhood associations, schools, companies to
cooperate to conduct cleanup in the spring, park
maintenance, such as crime prevention patrol, the
public interest activities of a wide variety .

Disaster prevention

In order to protect citizens' irreplaceable lives and assets against all types of disasters and to

realize a city where citizens can live safely and with reassurance, Kitami, based on its "Local
Area Disaster Prevention Plan," makes its utmost efforts for the provision of information
regarding hazardous areas and evacuation sites and for the improvement of emergency
response system during a disaster, while raising public awareness of disaster prevention
through "independent aid" "community aid" and "official aid" Kitami strives to strengthen its
comprehensive disaster prevention capacity of its area.
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Original sports high heat citizens, we are working to sports promotion that aims to develop sports i% % i FS) 15 ; 7= g 7;? % B 1§ =
facilities, everyone can enjoy the sport feel free in Kitami. B L3 & ) K < I7_7~ 5B | %= ) x W
In curling, which is adopted in the official event at the Nagano Winter Olympics in 1998, in addition to 1T ﬂi’x _7;{ 7= T i S e LY ]j' A A
players Tokoro borough born has been active, as the "village Kitami sports camp", to winter skiing from > 1 = -g ‘&t 1 i L T \) R %) R
Rugby in the summer, and annual many adult-student team will visit the camp. T LL: Iy R kS £ T Ww 7 - \! e ‘!
In addition, in the arts and culture surface, the future, for the children to be leaders of local culture, we [/ £ X 7= 3k 3: E 35 T ]:/\‘o /_ i3
aim to enhance the opportunity to get close to a wide variety of arts and culture from an early age, and F J @ » ¥ N B == 4 t’ 2
made the promotion of familiar artistic and cultural activities in the region have. 3; g ;‘E‘ Iz 1% gi) _0_7_) ya)) '.% ?C 2?_: g
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Event Schedule
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Mid-July
] International Okhotsk Cycling Race
FR—YVIY10UVT
7 B% 2:8 (EEH~BiER)
2nd week of July(Fri to Sun)

BN Onneyu Onsen Festival
Eagﬁhnbﬂ!iab
8 B% 1:8 (X -HER)
1st week of August(Sat and sun)
B ] Tanno Sun Festival
] 1= DAREDD
= g B
Mid-August
L:] Tanno Curry rice Marathon
e IchDAL—31AISVY
9 B4 f
Mid-September

S[AW"1 Kitami Chrysanthemum Festival

BiaR Kitami Oktober Fest
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Mid-October to Early November
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In the summer runs through the vast Saromako coast and "Saromako 100km ultramarathon".

"Tonden large tug-of-war," "Dance Parade" and "fireworks" will liven up the summer "Kitami Basin Festival".
Young people that carrying a portable shrine parade is the river "Onneyu onsen festival".

In the fall, while grateful for the blessings of the earth, enjoy the food of metaphor for a "curry rice Marathon".
Hosted "Winter Festival", "Festival of the bitter cold roast" of the city of Kitami unique roast in severe winter.
Various events are held throughout the four seasons.
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CHE A RE : BEADE Wakka natural flower garden

A thin strip of sand bar, which stretches as far as 20

kilometers, divides the Sea of Okhotsk and Lake Saroma. Wakka

@ Natural Flower Garden, one of Japan's largest coastal grasslands,
sits on this very sand bar. The garden is described as a "miracle

ecosystems" for its vegetation diversity of over 300 kinds of

N *HIT plants and its large scale of plant colonies.
DhTcDim In 1991, in order to protect such a diverse ecosystem, a
@ ¢ A~ municipal road called "The Ryugu Road" was closed, restricting
traffic by vehicles.
@7 - 828 In October 2001, the Garden was designated as one of
Hokkaido's heritages.
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00 Dogtooth violet mEEsac

s Japanese dogtooth violet (Erythronium Japonicum) is a perennial B F °f T2

in the lilyfamily, blossoming in the early spring and bringing L %) H P

brightness to the dull thickets. It grows to 10-15 centimeters in T e300

height and bears a pale purple flower between two leaves in early {\ % ? SR

SHEFERXF + 527 5 — P ) y S S

DTz Al olonies of Japanese dogtooth violets, which are rarely seen in ER n 7. S =

4 eastern Hokkaido, obscurely bloom in spring in the Tanno area. e 7t D 10 v
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{ YAKINIKU

To Kitami's meat center, beef cattle and pigs from nearby
towns are brought in.

Since it is directly purchases fresh meat, there is a lot of
YAKINIKU shops in the city, figure to enjoy roast in the
garage and garden in each home can be seen.

"YAKINIKU festival of Kitami frigid" and be held the day
before the Winter Festival Kitami, YAKINIKU is well-
established as a cultural Kitami.
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Onneyuonsen resort/YAMA NO Aquarium }g g O }; o R — p
The "Onneyuonsen village" which spreads at the foot of a Sekihoku peak is a P b x /) M = g L:’E L}
historied hot-spring village made in 1899. * D %IF LW # e,
Hot water has an effect in health enhancement by alkalinity, and it is good also ER = G <)) Ve X
fl\(/)llr cosmetig:;.AMA NO A jum" d in July, 2012 i i hich i °dm b RO K 7 M-l
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The tank which looks up at the basin of a waterfall, the large aquarium of huge 0
Sakhaline Taimen, etc. can feel brightness of a north life. “.
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Daisetsuzan National Park  Shiretoko National Park Kushiro Shitsugen National Park  Akan National Park

Total extension 110 km to the Sea of Okhotsk entrance of inland, from Sekihokutoge, such as Saromako
overlooking spa and sea-riches of the soil, the Sea of Okhotsk, with a treasure trove of tourist to play, eat, see,
in the spring, it was the beginning Ezo purple azalea colorful flowers. Summer, spectacular river shrines and a
refreshing blue sky of Okhotsk blue hot spring festival of sight. Autumn, chrysanthemum festival of Hokkaido's
largest and rich agricultural seafood. In winter, such as roast festival of intense cold to eat outdoors in sub-zero
temperatures, various events is also pushing Mejiro.

In addition, there are four national parks Shiretoko, Akan, Taisetsu, of Kushiro of the world natural heritage,
Kitami is located almost in the center of the Okhotsk-speaking, has become a base for sightseeing.
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m = City Emblem
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The municipal emblem of Kitami was established in 1947. Its design
is based on the motif of the Chinese character for Kita (north) and the
image of the counterweight of a scale, symbolizing the scale's function-

constant fairness-as the city's policy.
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Kitami City Council makes final decisions
through the discussions of bills at ordinary
sessions held four times a year and extraordinary
session held as needed.

Additionally, bills are considered expertly at
relevant standing committees, making its utmost
effort to reflect the opinions of the public to
municipal administration, in order to improve
the state of the city and to realize prosperous
livelihood in Kitami.
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City Tree & City Flower
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http://www.city.kitami.lg.jp/

LR Facebook R—<
https://www.facebook.com/kitami.city
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