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“Today’s 10-12 year
more complex world
teach and parent them.
learn to cope not only

olds face a faster paced, far
than did those of us who now
These early adolescents must
with a changing world but with a
changing self as they enter a unique and significant
period in human development. They are
beginning a phase that marks the end of childhood and the beginning of
adolescence that eventually will lead to young adulthood. It is a time of great
transition where early adolescents are in a state of metamorphosis. No longer
children, but not yet adults, they are in a world of their own somewhere in
between.” Gail A. Caissy, Early Adolescence: Understanding the 10 - 15 Year
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Our Mission Fx DOfEfy

In partnership with parents and community, the mission of the NCSD
is to ensure that all students develop the knowledge, skills and
character necessary to achieve their highest potential and to be
productive members of an ever changing global society. We will...
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e Embrace diversity to learn from each other A&fEM 3 AV 52
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e Instill confidence to pursue dreams, aspiration and leadership
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e Inspire citizenship to promote kindness, compassion and
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e Ignite learning in every individual EE(E ~ O LAEL S5

Our Vision 4 048

Inspiring Excellence Through Learning! 5% %@ U Csifliz Higd = &

Novi Meadows is a Michigan State “Summary” Accredited and a North
Central Association “Outcomes” Accredited elementary school. / /31
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In April 2007, Novi Meadows was recognized as a Michigan Blue Ribbon
Exemplary School. 2 0 0 744 ], /A AR R T —
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Principals’ Message
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Welcome to Novi Meadows. Our school is committed to developing and delivering a
well-rounded educational program for all its students. We believe this includes rigorous
academics, varied co-curricular programs, and an effective partnership between home
and school. Novi Meadows includes state-of-the-art instructional areas, media center,
physical education and fine arts areas, and a telecommunications system. All classrooms
have e-mail and Internet accessibility, as well as voice communications and two-way
interactive video within and between district buildings. Each house has a cafeteria, a
large gymnasium, a media center, a full computer lab, and a commons area. In the
Instructional Technology Center there is a large forum area for grade level assemblies.
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Novi Meadows has a proud tradition of excellence. We are driven by the belief that we
must do "what is best for children." The staff of Novi Meadows has made the
commitment to model and implement this philosophical base to provide a caring and
nurturing learning environment for our students while transitioning them from their early
elementary experiences to middle school. Teaching students to accept responsibility for
their own actions and learning is the basis for much of what we do. Through the teaching
of Love and Logic, our staff is working together with students to create a school that
maintains the dignity of children through constructive interactions while fostering positive
relationships with parents and other community members. / /31 2 K7 X132 O
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Novi Meadows provides an academic program congruent with state and national
standards with flexible options to support all learners. An English Language Learner
(ELL) program, reading support, accelerated and enriched Math, and counseling services
are designed to meet the individual needs of our students. A continuum of programs and
service options is available to meet the needs of our students with disabilities. Many
classes are co-taught with regular and special education teachers providing support for
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at-risk students within a mainstreamed setting. All students take art, music, and foreign
language while approximately fifty-two (52%) percent of our students participate in
instrumental band or orchestra. Fifth graders explore their environment during an outdoor
education experience while sixth grade students participate in the Drug Abuse
Resistance Education program (DARE). / /XA A R 2%, TR TOEEO=—R
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This year, Novi Meadows’ staff will sponsor seven (7) school clubs, an intramural
program, and a student government council. These activities actively involved over 550
students during each school year. Many students are involved in sports programs
offered through our Community Education program and the city's Parks and Recreation
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Novi Meadows encourages parent involvement and we have a very active Parent
Teacher Organization supports all aspects of our program. This support ranges from
financing many of our assemblies to organizing parent volunteers throughout the school.
We welcome you to the Novi Meadows family. / /3o 2 K7 ZZ 1%, DM OEE~ 72
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Sincerely,
i

John Brickey, Principal, Novi Meadows
Tar 7 vF—KE
Lisa Fenchel, Principal, Novi Meadows
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ACADEMICS & N
The Novi Meadows’ staff places a high regard on student achievement in all academic
areas. Students at Meadows experience the greatest level of success when they
understand and agree that academic learning comes first. To facilitate student learning,
teachers will: (1) periodically flex the daily schedule by either changing class times,
eliminating a certain period, or changing the length of some or all classes; and (2)
regroup students for instruction. These strategies allow teachers to extend learning time
or allow for special topics or events. / /31 A 7 2D 2k E | 1 AEGE S AR R
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ASSIGNMENT NOTEBOOKS & & fi

Each student is provided with an assignment notebook courtesy of the PTO. The

purpose is to help students better organize and be prepared for class. Time is usually

given during class or at the end of the day for staff to assist students to write the

assignments into the book. Parent interest in this process will help encourage consistent

follow through with homework on the part of each student./E 7k 1 X Z i E et &4 &
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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES f& A i #%

Formal parent-teacher conferences are scheduled two times a year. Parents are

encouraged, however, to contact their child’s teacher whenever necessary. i # = 2
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Sixth grade students will participate in the Novi Police Department’s Drug Abuse
Resistance education program. Parents will receive an informational letter and
permission slip prior to the students beginning this experience. 6 4=/ 1%/ /3 2%
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EXPLORATORY STUDIES #k%E

Novi Meadows students participate in a variety of exploratory studies. During the twelve-
week trimester each student participates in art, world languages, and vocal music.
Students participate in physical education activities weekly throughout the year.




Additionally, students may elect a full year of band or strings, in which case their
exploratory studies take place on an alternating day rotation with instrumental music or
strings. (Any student who elects to participate in instrumental music must commit for the
entire year.) This unique setting allows students to explore talents, pursue individual
interests, and develop an appreciation within each exploratory subject. )N ARDX
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FIFTH GRADE OUTDOOR EDUCATION 5 A BF /%3
Fifth graders at Meadows participate in an outdoor education experience as part of their
science curriculum. Students spend two and a half days and two nights at the Walled
Lake Outdoor Center learning about nature through hands-on activities, hikes, classes,
and evening activities. Further details are discussed at a parent information meeting held
in preparation of students going to camp or visit our website at
http://www.novi.k12.mi.us/Schools/noviMeadows/default.aspx and click-on Outdoor
Education/CAMP. # 7 Ao 54413, BRI O D 8 b L CEAMREICEN
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HOMEWORK 7= &

The Novi Meadows School staff believes that homework is a necessary part of the
educational program for fifth and sixth graders. Homework provides the student with the
opportunity for independent practice and application of skills and concepts that have
been taught in school. Typically, it is a continuation of work started in the classroom.
The staff also believes that homework helps to foster independent study habits and the
self-discipline necessary for the child's future academic success. / /31 A K7 XD
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In keeping with this belief and in recognition of the developmental level of fifth and sixth
graders, homework within a team will be limited to assignments the student can
successfully complete and should rarely exceed one hour on any given school day,
except for long range special projects i.e., book reports, science projects, etc. If your
child spends more than one hour a night on homework on a regular basis, please
communicate this fact to the homeroom teacher. Z 71 5 0)1.7‘ SmHE OO, 5 64F
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Student responsibilities regarding homework: 7= 7L 73 B2 DU THHAT A2 R
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o they should develop good work and study habits; 4% /) L =% 5 1E & >
L
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o clarify with their teachers any questions they may have pertaining to
instructions for homework at the appropriate time; 7= &> {5712 B4 2 & [H]
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o take home any materials and information needed to complete the assignment;
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e learn to budget their time; andfiif ¢ - THEfAL 295

o take advantage of study time provided during the day. T & % 7217 #2125 %
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It is the student’s responsibility to return all work completed to their teacher by the date
requested and make up work missed during an absence. Students may have the same
number of days to make up missed work as the number of days they were absent from
school HIfR & CIZAEZ AL BIF THRIMT 2 2 &, F/o, KFL T LIcfEE R
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Homework Tips 75 2 D1 6 )5

o Setaside a specific time to do assignments.
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e  Choose a quiet, private place free from excessive noise, interruptions and other
distractions. 43 5t 72 i OB A B 722V BN T HE W TEEICET
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o  The study area should be well lighted and well equipped with pens, paper,
ruler, dictionary, etc.
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e  Organize! Successful study depends on an efficient use of time that requires
organization. (Read the directions twice, skim the exercise to see what it is
about, complete the easiest examples first to get started, and then work as
hard as possible on the more difficult examples. If you experience difficulty,
write notes to ask your teacher when you return to school. )7 37 C T Hz v i
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e Carefully check your completed assignments.
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MEDIA CENTER PROCEDURES [¥ZE O Fl| i /7 15

Book Check Out ADE LH| L

Most books may be checked out for two weeks. Magazines are limited to one week.
Books may be renewed for two weeks except when a reserve request has been made.
Some materials are for overnight use only. These materials must be returned by the end
of first period on the next day.7-\ > TV O AT 2 S [E(E D HAvE 9, Heakix 1
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When in the Media Center (&= D /L — /L

Work quietly. Food and beverages are not allowed in the Media Center. Reference
materials cannot be checked out. Special accommodations can be made through your
teacher for use during the school day. Many online resources are available from home
through the Media Center homepage: X556 CILffFC LE L x5, 30 A
MOFFHIAMIEEL SN TWE T, FEREOSEREFITBELHL TEEEAMN,
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www.novi.k12.mi.us/schools/novimeadows/\WebPages/MediaCenter.aspx

Book Return Z< iz

Books should be returned by the date indicated on the return slip. Students should use
the book drop container in the Media Center for returns. If any materials are not returned
on time, a reminder to return overdue materials will be sent to the student. If necessary, a
notification of the overdue book will be sent to the parents on the report card requesting
the book. If the inability to return materials by the due date becomes a repeated problem,
aloss of Media Center privileges for a period of time may result. A< (357 L i L OFS)E <
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REPORT CARDS J{i &
Formal report cards will be sent home three times a year at the end of each 12 week
trimester. Atz d, 1 2R, 4 3 H ZFEAHE 9

SUPPORT SERVICES: 4= 1~ D 7N — |

Counseling FH#k 2=



The counselors assist students through individual and group counseling. Teachers,
parents, and students make individual counseling referrals themselves. Support and
learning groups are formed as the need arises. These groups may focus on issues like:
changing families, newcomers, cultural literacy, etc... Any student may request a
conference with his/her counselor at any time. Appointments may be made in the
counseling office. If needed, the counselor may meet with the student(s) immediately.
The counselors also work closely with staff and parents in an effort to help students with
the challenges they face socially, emotionally, physically, or academically. 77 7 > 7 —
AT =T TOD T o) U ISk > TARE R LE+, 2, 4%
EEL BT Bl k) DA T H LN TEET, NERDN
2, ZEAECHIRE BB INET, ZNbDO7NV—T 1%, AfEDO=—XZh
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Special Education 7| &

Our special education staff serves the unique and varied needs of our special education
students. Special education provides individualized or small group programming to meet
each student’s academic, physical, and emotional needs which is based on a student's
Individualized Education Plan. Specific goals and objectives are identified for each
student in histher [EP. ‘o723 Dl Eid, (82 DAEFED S e =— XIZxbis L
TWET, FEEDIEP (BERBET 7 V) IChRSE, Hx 0FEE. HEb
DUVITHERII O = — RS CTeNA T, A E2EZD N D 70— 7 A THRE
SNET, FAEMAEDIEP OF T, fHx OBFEAEINRINET,

The regular reading, language arts, science, social studies, and math curriculum may
require adjustments by the special education teacher to directly benefit the student's
learning. In this respect, the sequence of the curriculum may necessitate a focus upon
academic skill development below the fifth or sixth grade level. Special materials and
instructional techniques are often utilized to ensure student success. & &7 O Jeif (¢

fift « AAR) - PREL - A - BEORENKIT, EEPRMICTFETES LD,
FERBCE OBEATE L THREL T, D7), —#HORHET, LEITSTT
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The special education program is delivered over a range of educational opportunities.
This allows the student to be in the least restrictive environment. The continuum of
services may include: a basic-categorical classroom, a mainstreamed or co-teaching
placement, or teacher consultant services for academic support. Ancillary services are
also provided as mandated by the student’s IEP, i.e., speech, occupational therapy,
physical therapy, social work services, as well as Oakland Schools consultants. 575! 2 &
T s T NI SHRRFERSE RO UITERET, ZhIckY, EENREH
TRERBENZE DN D DEF/NRIZED L Z LN TEET, FRIHE v VT LD—
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English Language Learners (ELL)Z55 2 REERE & L7z W AEFED B

The ELL class is for students whose native language is not English. It is designed to
provide limited and non-English speaking students with survival skills in English. The
class emphasizes basic language arts structures that include grammar and vocabulary
development, oral language proficiency, reading across content areas, and writing for
basic communication purposes. Students placed in this program have instruction in
English listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, as well as American culture. The
English Language Proficiency Assessment is used to screen students and to monitor

their progress. E L L%, #5554 FEHEFEE LAAWAEED DD 7 7 A TH, HEEEN
HEVFEERN, b LT FEEERFEE R WAERED . LERAIR IR RAKROJE
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EALENTLZLIChE AN TVET, ELL OAERFIFEGEZ S (B, 37,
Fitr, FL) LRIKEZ, 7 A U AYBIZ DN T HEOET, ELPA &) 3R ERiC
Ko TAEDIFER DAY | EEL R ET,

Literacy Support 77t 7 & & ## )

The Reading Enrichment program is designed to support students who are struggling or
reluctant readers who are reading below grade level. There are two components to
Reading Enrichment at Novi Meadows. One component of the program is a Reading
Enrichment class that takes place in lieu of one of the three specials rotations (art, music,
and foreign language). Each class meets 50 minutes daily for approximately twelve
weeks and offers a wonderful opportunity for students to strengthen their literacy skills
without having to miss regular class instruction. For students who are not currently in a
Reading Enrichment class, support is provided through individual or small group
meetings with a literacy specialist. The specialist also works with the homeroom

teachers to maximize student success.iicfig i b7 = 77 L% BEfiR )03 FAE K IER
WOAEEEZHBT A EEZHNE LTWET, /3 2 RY X ZEHRR(EO 2
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TESTING PROGRAM 7

Fifth graders at Meadows take the North West Evaluation Association (NWEA) on-line
tests in reading/language arts and math in the spring. The MEAP science, math and
English language arts tests are administered in the fall. 5 /=312, ifi/Fis - 4%
FOF AR NWEAT A R) oy a——alio TSI £, FiciE, B
Bl - B - JEEEO MEAP 7 2 M &% £,




Sixth graders will also take the NWEA tests in the spring. Sixth graders will take the
MEAP social studies, math, and English language arts tests in the fall. 6 474 ¢, =12
NWEA 7 2 h &= £, F/o, BITITtEs - 07 - 5550 MEAP 7 2 M &%z 1T
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DAILY NON-ACADEMIC INFORMATION “=2£ D)4 oD 1 4

ATTENDANCE }{ /%
Attendance is a very important factor since it relates directly to success and failure in
school. In order to increase your child's chances of success, students should attend
classes regularly. i 15, “#H2 CTRBhd 2 VRS 2 /I EEICE b A, 2T
b REREFRTT, FEOBEDTLHREEEZ®mD L0, AR NET
BHEICHFET & TT,
Parents are asked to call the school if a student is absent. Our attendance phone number
is (248)449-1251 for the fifth grade house and (248)449-1271 for the sixth grade house.
If parents do not call on the day of an absence and if the office is unable to directly
contact the parent that day, the student must bring a note from home indicating the
reason for his/her absence. This note should be given to the office before the next school
day begins./ EFER KT D556, TRl O 1T TP A~ERE THAR L T2 E
A% b/wwma\u%fﬂz.%% J; 544703 (248)449-1251, 6 4F4E73(248)449-1271 T
T, b UAERESKE L2 BICHRH#EE D DN | SRS ER RS 1 E
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ZOFMIL. KON H D A OMEINZFHER~RE L T ES W,
Students are not permitted to wait outside the school for parent pickup during school
hours. Parents are asked to sign out students from the office. Students may be released
only to persons authorized by a parent/guardian on the emergency/data card. Students
arriving to school after 9:50 a.m. or leaving before 1:36 p.-m. and not returning to school
that day will be considered absent for a half day./E7EDN P DI e O AR H
1/1\11 HEOMRERFOZ LT TEET A, REH T, FERTEELY AT
j o) :&/J Zgﬁ(ffj 17LTJ<HE%_§;/L_ i:sz'lu%E)'L/(CE}S&J)VD*L/L_/\LZ)’ ﬂ:
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BEHAVIOR “E & D1TE)
Our goal is to help students understand that with citizenship, school rights and privileges,
come responsibility to act and react in an acceptable age appropriate manner. We also
expect students to understand that all individuals, regardless of religion, race, national
origin, gender or handicap shall be treated with respect. It is further expected that
students understand that sexual harassment or discrimination of any nature towards any
individual will not be tolerated. It is believed that appropriate student behavior creates a
safe, orderly school environment in which optimal teaching and learning can occur. In the
school setting students will: A= 7E72Y, RS E L COMER] « S48 TO MR & it 2 15
BHI2DIiE, EEB T MRS O D) 72 BB CITENC BT 2 FF O 2 E NI T



o, EEET 0T L ENPRIEBOEETT, FAEbIXER, D
NAETOMEADVINR D RE - NFE - B E - M - BEELHEFL, HESTH 2
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LTWET, FRICBWTEREIT,
o  behave respectfully toward others and respect their property,
N EMADFEBY 2 TS 2 X 5T8T 52 &,
e Dbe responsible for maintaining a safe environment,
LRI AR T D1 DI E > &y
e bring personal property to school only with the permission of a teacher.
FAEDOT A /Gl EDH AR LY EFA~FFo T DT &,
Because students need to take responsibility for their actions, a student whose behavior
is deemed unacceptable by the teacher may be asked to explain his/her actions by
telephone with a teacher present or in written form to his/her parents as an initial
warning. If necessary, the teacher will discuss the incident with the parent. E7:1%, H &
DATENCEAEZFF OO0, BENIEF IV ST, MBI HAR R CERS
AT D7, b L<EMBICH T FiMae < 2 & THRIOES 21TV ET,
VETHNE, BAEDREE LMEICOWTHELEY ZLbb 0 £7,
It may be necessary for the principal to impose consequences when a student's behavior
is determined to be of a more serious nature. (See the District Handbook for a copy of
the Student Code of Conduct.)/:=7EDATHENAY & B IS H KR [ & Ao Sz 4,
BEMLZRT ZEbHVET, (FRENC FT7 v 7 OITE8HREZ S RO 2
o)

BOOKSTORE 77/

Novi Meadows has two bookstores where students may purchase pencils, paper,
erasers, etc. The bookstore is open before first hour from 8:05 a.m. to 8:20 a.m. on
scheduled days. / /3 A R ZIZIEER5E « / — kb - LA LEEH 5 72O 5
M2OHY ET, TNENORIEIL, 1M B G E SHT. FHT 8 I 5 sy~ 8 I
2 03D, PHWTWET,

DRESS CODE fi % #2

In the belief that students' behavior is influenced by their attitude and dress, certain
precautions must be taken to assure that basic standards of appearance are maintained
at Novi Meadows School. /1= 7 (D REEE PR AL AN AR fE O TENIC 52 4 J 134 & D15
DHE, I ARTZITHLNLREANLOREL HOPUOMRLEL &
Do

1. Clothing should be clean.
THRRAFHTHD Z &,

2. All outdoor clothing must be kept in the student's locker during the school day
except during outside recess.
RTHIFR 2 bR & PR OB FIL, AMEEEr v I —IZLE - TR Z
L
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3. Clothing that reveals under garments which include: bare midriff shirts,
spaghetti strap shirts, tank top shirts, baggy pants (sagging), and any clothing
containing words or pictures not appropriate for school, biker shorts, and shorts
or skirts which are shorter than the student’s finger tips (or shorts with an
inseam of 3 inches or less) will be considered inappropriate dress for school.
(Students who violate rule #3 will not be able to attend class until an
appropriate change is made.) 45728 i 2 DIk, BIER LA 5> v - JFO
LOMNT Y BT Ny e THT IO (T TFFTEL) AR
VFRIZSED L ROV FENREPIIANR - B UHO H S
AR - HEOTALIEBMOES LV FWARRA T — b (E7213k
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4. Students must wear shoes in school at all times.
FEREITVD 2D L EHFRTHA BN TN D Z L,

5. Gym shoes should be worn whenever using the gym or for gym related
activities. (& E ORFRI-CREEE TIT O D ES ORI, KEfEHOM %
B2 by

6. Hats are not to be worn in school except on special all-school spirit days.

Fell7e e coA ) v b7 —%RE | KN TIEFIIEEE T,

ELECTRONIC DEVICES %= 1%

Personal electronics, including cell phones, MP3 players, and handheld video games are
not allowed to be used by students in school during the school day. Students may use
personal electronics after school and outside of the building on the way to the bus.
Students may also use personal electronics on the bus as long as they are not shared or
they do not distract other people. If a student is seen using a personal electronic during
the school day or in the building, the device will be taken to the office, labeled, and safely
stored until a parent can come to school to pick up the item. #5555 - MP3 7' L —-¢
— YT A — LA ST, HAOE TSR E PR ORRPICEHT S 2 &
FEEC BN TWET, BERESCREN G TAARIZR D ETOM, HADEFHE
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GUM 77 2

Students are not allowed to chew gum during school hours due to previous vandalism
issues.LART & o 7o gsR b 0 7=, AEfEIL, RO FIC T L& 0de 2 &
BT BN TVET,

LOCKER ASSIGNMENTS AND SECURITY = v 7 —DE| ) 4T L %24

Each student is assigned a hall locker for storage of materials, outdoor garments and
other personal belongings. All lockers remain the property of the Novi Community School
District and school authorities reserve the right to conduct specific or general searches




as set forth in the Student Code of Conduct. % /EfE(2, i< L35 = OfilfE A D FF
MEANDTZDIL, BTICHL8y I—PEVYToENET, 7y I—IFT T
FRXOFAWTHY . FPREEEN, ITHRRICHDL LI, nyh—Dh %
AR LSRR DR H D £,
Fifth and sixth grade students receive locker assignments from their homeroom teacher.
Without exception, the combination to the lock of each locker should be kept a secret
from friends and others who might attempt to learn it by watching when it is being
opened. Students are asked not to use magnets, tape, or suction cups to hang pictures
intheirlocker. 5, 64/, FUTLOEAENB R v I —2FD Y THiLET, Zi
FNnon y 1 —OEORIEE T, KEDICHHICOHZ TUTWT EEA, Fik,
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Losses from lockers are the responsibility of the student having that locker. Any
suspicions of others tampering with or breaking into a locker should be reported to the
office. Frequently, students do not properly close lockers. = -~ 77 — 7 542725 5 L T
b, By A—DORLEDOTEICRY F9, AICE v I—%5R 06 S0 s
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To maintain order and discipline in the schools and to protect the safety and welfare of
students and school personnel, school authorities may search lockers and seize any
illegal or unauthorized materials discovered in the search. Students should not expect
privacy regarding items placed in school property because school property is subject to
search at any time by school officials. School authorities for any reason, may conduct
periodic general inspections of lockers and desks at any time, without notice, without
student consent and without a search warrant. /% COFLF 457 0 | AEfE & HkE O
LBRESEEETDHIZOI, PRIFEFIL, vy D—Z2 8L, EER S ORPK
TROLN TRV DRAOh- 76, BILET, AT, HROFaY
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Locker Combination Information = v 7 — D& D AT )5
Practice on a combination lock at home is recommended.
Xy I—OHRORITHEZHETLEL2ICLEL X I,
e Turn RIGHT two or more whole turns and stop at the first number.
FiZ2JEAs LIFERE EEIL, #1DOFEFTIED D,
o  Turn LEFT one whole turn past above number and stop at the second number.
FEA~TEREIL, RPOFLFZEYIBEC2HHORFFITEDED,
e Turn RIGHT to third number (the lock will "catch" at that third number if done
correctly) and open. /i ~FI L T 3FEHOFESIZHDHOEL L (IELLTE
X3 DBDOFEFTHEHN AT v L)) oy h—n0H<,



LOST AND FOUND ¢ 4<%

All lost and found articles should be brought to the office. Parents are advised to label
articles with their child's name. Students are advised not to carry money or valuables to
school. &2 CO% LRSI FEBRICED LN ET, L6 DORLWITIT4A R
EENTLEEN, BEXEREMITFERAF> TETUIWNT EEA,

LUNCH HOUR INFORMATION J5£ 5 1]

Every student is scheduled for a thirty minute lunch period each full day of school.
Students will be able to use this time for eating and recess. Lunch recess will be held
outside, weather permitting. Students are highly encouraged to go outside! When lunch
recess is scheduled inside the building, because of inclement weather, students may use
games or the gym (when available) as well as taking a longer eating time. Please see the
district web page for lunch menus and prices. ZE7E1%, 1 H#ARICW A RIIZ 3 0 43 [
BREOKMEZ S 2 o ET, EEILZ ORI ZRBH & RAEREEIZHE 5 2 L BTE
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Lunchroom Procedures &2 O Fl| F V5

Students are supervised to and from the lunchroom by noon aides. Students who are not
purchasing food from the kitchen may go directly into the lunchroom and be seated.

They are required to sit at a specific table during lunchtime (students choose their tables
at the beginning of the semester) since one person per week is assigned table duty -
sweeping under it after lunch is over. /- D 252 = TOIT E i 0 1, BURSARE AT
TIRNET, TUoFEHADRWERITERER Hf\fT*f ';c BHEET, AT T
HOWDIZH /3726 TRD I FRERG LY £ f WMLl F—7 MR LT
ENTAENBRERT — 7 VO T 2R L £

Students who wish to purchase lunch items from the kitchen will line up outside the
kitchen door and enter single file. The self-serve system is used. Payment is made at
the end of the line using a key pad and an individual four digit code. Once a student is
seated, he/she may ask a noon aide for permission to leave the table for any reason.
Students will have the opportunity to use the lavatory facilities during lunch period. 7 >~
FaBEWIZWEEL, vy F TR O E }i_ T TH—E X erQT“’Z}T,
B RS- bR#EICFE—R—RT 4% DORFREEZ 2 ANIVET, WoTlz AT
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While eating, students are expected to exercise good table manners and to talk in a
conversational tone of voice. Students whose behavior is judged to be unacceptable by a
supervisor during the lunch hour, which includes recess, will be referred to the office. /=
EFEFEPITHRES L, FHEOFDORE ST ué LEL &9, BFER ISR
W AEREOITE AR E S L R LIcEE . FEITcmE S E T,



When the lunch period is over, students will quietly walk in an orderly manner under the
supervision of noon aides back to their classrooms. 5t £ R[] 73 (640 2 & YR AR B oD
BEDOY &, BE LEHNIBANTHEICREY £,

Lunch Period Recess Procedures /5-£: i oD /R0 5[]

Students are generally kept inside the building for recess when the wind-chill factor
reaches 0 degrees as determined by the National Weather Service. It is at this
temperature that frostbite becomes a possibility. Outside recess is held in the back of the
school on the playground. PLEASE DRESS APPROPRIATELY. WINTER IN MICHIGAN
CAN BE QUITE CHILLY. 58712 & 0 (RIEEIR SR 0 (-17°C) 12T 5 &
SN EEE, AEERMCE LN E YA, BIEIZHDLLRBNRH 5005 T,
%%LmWﬁ%mifum%wuL&ﬁ LET., [RBECEoT2REEZ ST
TEEN, IVHVDEENRYELRY FT,

PHONE USE BY STUDENTS “= /12 L 2 B DO A

School phones are primarily for the use of the school staff. Students will only be

permitted to use the school phones with their teacher’s permission or in the case of an

emergency that is verified by the classroom teacher or by the office staff.”i% o E5 G 1%,
FICHTEMERT 27200 O T, HENBIRE T LIzSai, B0E
NHBRE LD ONTGEUIMNT, EEITFROEFE LM > THIW T EHEA,

STUDENT HOURS i 5[]

The academic day at Novi Meadows runs from 8:20-2:56. Students are not allowed to be
dropped off at or enter the building prior to 7:55. / /34 A ™7 X4 SR 1171 8
IKF 2 043 ~"T1% 25 643 CT, AGEILTHI 75 5 AR BT 5 2 L1ET
TEEA

TARDINESS TO CLASS/EARLY DISMISSAL 2% - F.i&

Each student should develop habits of punctuality and promptness to assure being in the
classroom on time. Any student who is delayed by an official conference with his last
teacher should get a pass to the next class from that teacher. = 7E 1%, #2 #ICHICA 9
& O Wiy & HEEBZBEST £ L - 9o BIDREDA L DR EDIE
YREMIZ X VROBREIZENDGE . TORENSIROIAIIES 72D OFF ]
FEEH BT TZE N,

All students who are late for school should report directly to the office. A student is
considered tardy to school if he/she arrives after 8:20 a.m. but before 9:50 a.m. If he/she
arrives in the morning after 9:50 a.m., he/she will be marked as half day absent in the
a.m. If a student leaves school in the afternoon before 1:36 p.m., he/she will be marked
as half day absent in the p.m. Reminder: Parents must sign students in and out in the
office if students are leaving early.i## % L 7= A fE1%, 09 E T RIS 5Tk T <
‘/:‘ﬂ\ SHE2 035 9KES 0/ DIFIC wxu_% TEZ & Rip St 9FES
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Students missing school for any reason miss out on instruction that may not be able to
be duplicated. Please make every effort to schedule appointments for outside of the
school day. 7272 2 Bl [ C V)ﬁTNXM\/u/_ z‘y—}é.\ TH, BLERELZHEITLZ
LlxcEEHA, E9 TS FEDOTEZFRANDOREINZAND L 5. KR
BNLTLEE N,

GENERAL INFORMATION — 5% %

CAREFERE

Before and after school C.A.R.E. is available for students at Novi Meadows. Please
contact Child Care Services at (248)449-1713 for more specific information. 4425 7if & /i«
EDOA R ZXDEEDTZOOFEMRETT, dLIETF ¥ ANV KT T H—E X
(248)449-1713 ICEFE THBMWADLHEL Z &0,

EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES F24MEE)

Novi Meadows encourages students to participate in extra-curricular activities. An
informational newsletter is sent home early in the year outlining procedures for students
to register for the clubs and activities. This letter also includes more information about
dates, times, locations, and contact people. / /31 A K7 A&, AGEIZFRAMNTE) 2 5t
ih L TWET, FEDOHIDIT, ﬁ/HiT{@J“\(D HIA D FEIZ DD TED LT TR
ZBELTWET, ZOFMICIE, INEEIO RICH, K, BT, £z, Hi
TbiENTHWET,

If the club or activity meets after school, students are able to ride the late bus home.
Please see the “late bus” section of this handbook for specific late bus procedures.
NGB ERRAT O 256 AT AN RIS TR TEET, FEL
<L ThA MR OHEAZ ZZRITES VY,

Math Club: &%t~ < 7 Math club is for all 6th grade students who enjoy practicing their

math skills in unique and challenging ways. An emphasis is placed on problem solving,

critical thinking, and having fun! %457 & 713, 6 FEAEDEE N & /e EEN, 2=
— 7 TRV EERREERSZODO 7 77T, FIClEAs R, Bl
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Chess Club: & = 2 7 < 7 The Chess Club’s purpose is to introduce and encourage
students to play chess. T = 27 7 7%, F= AN LAEENT = 2T 50D%H
e L TnET,

Choir Club: &"EZS Choir Club is open to all 5th and 6th grade students who enjoy
singing and performing. A number of community performances are scheduled throughout
the school year. &5 IE 5, 64FAGETEH, TS/ b2l cx £9, %
WUT, HL TEEIERBERIVHNINLET,



Geography Club: 13 77 <7 7 The geography club allows students to travel the world
via the Internet, videos, maps, and table activities. The students will participate in a mock
geography bee. 1 > % —% v }\ . L“ T A, #iX7e Exgr LT, ARRIT 2 KB L
F9, HIPLRS 2 B RER L

Intramural Sports: A 7K —> 7 < 7" Intramural sports for both fifth and sixth graders
will begin in September. Activities such as flag football, soccer, basketball, and floor
hockey are offered. Activities last approximately four weeks. Students do not need to
participate in all the activities offered, but they may choose according to preference.
There is no charge and students have the late bus for transportation. 5, 6 /4= & & %
A=Y T 7L RICHENET, 7777y bAR—, oy h— RNRT Yy
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Photography Club: 55 2 < 7 (First Semester) (1 “%) Photography Club is

open to students in both 5th and 6th grades. Beginning photography techniques and

special situations and subjects are covered. Students need to supply their own camera.
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Science Club: %%~ 7 7 The Science Club is open to all Novi Meadows students.
The club meets once a week after school with a teacher sponsor. Activities include
hands-on science projects. More information will be provided to students during the
school day. F 77 7 71ZIT A B AAfEn NivET . JeAOlEE o Tl —[A
BERZEE D £, WANWARERR L L ET, LL DEELUVEBRITFERTH S
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Student Government: =72 Elections are held in the fall. Student Council
representatives for first and second semester are elected in each homeroom. Officers
are elected from the entire student body representatives. The student council meets with
the sponsor on a monthly basis during school to discuss school-related issues, develop
service projects, and to recommend spirit days. The dates will be found in the newsletter
calendar #2513 KICH Y £, 1. 2FWOAFESREITE 7 T AN LR SN
F79, X, HEABSEFESARROFNLEIINET, EESIE. A 1 RIPRIEERH
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Technology Club: 72~ / = >— 2 7 7" Novi Meadows' technology club offers 5t
and 6% graders a chance to further explore their interests in the technology available to
our students. From multimedia to the World Wide Web, Meadows’ Technology Club is
creating classroom experts, and having lots of fun at the same time! 2 K7 X7 7 /
RY—7 770, 5, 6FAEICEEICSEID LTy n Y —~0llkAE LY A
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NEWSLETTER = = — R L # —

Communication between school and home is crucial for students to be successful.
Classrooms will send home frequent newsletters whether electronically or in hard copy.
FREFEDAI 2 =7 —a s d, EREROEDIRKPERNEDTY, 77 A
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The principals will also publish a Novi Meadows Principals’ newsletter. The newsletter
will include important dates, announcements, and upcoming events. Please read this
important school communication. To facilitate communication, Novi Meadows Principals’
Newsletters are available and archived on the school’s webpage. % K75 D& 0 ¢
HVET, =a—ALX—2F, BEELERE - BMOY - SROITEREDH -
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http://www.novi.k12.mi.us/Schools/noviMeadows/default.aspx

Families are encouraged to sign-up for the Novi Meadows E-mail to receive these
important updates. 75 Z2 it L, 2O L0 B ERIFHRA G20, A R ADE
A=Y A MIBERSND Z 2B LET,

PARENT INFORMATION E-MAIL LIST {R£7&# & E A —/L U A |

If you would like to receive emergency information, updates, or newsletters via your
email, please subscribe on-line at: http://www.novi.k12.mi.us/mail/nmsub.htm or you can
visit think link on our school's webpage. B2 2.0 [, S S/, == — AL #
—HE A=)V TCZITERY 206, By T4 ==V TRET D, R
DR—DL_R—=T % THELTEE,

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION {#7E3# &

The Novi Meadows PTO is a very active, supportive organization that urges parent
participation in Novi Meadows’ groups, committees, activities, and in the classroom. Our
purpose is to plan and provide funds for fun and educational activities and programs that
enhance the curriculum, enrich our children, and create lasting memories of their
elementary school years. As a parent of a Novi Meadows student, you are automatically
a part of our Parent Teacher Organization. No dues are required. / /31 £ K7 Z D%
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The Novi Meadows PTO has traditionally sponsored or funded our school assemblies,
Time For Kids subscriptions, and student planners. In addition, the PTO has purchased
items for the school including computer lab chairs, books to supplement classroom
libraries, and much, much more. / /X1 A K7 X RS T g, PR OES
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We are already busy planning for an exciting year. Numerous volunteer opportunities
are available. There will be PTO sign-up sheets at the Novi Meadows Open House.
bl LWIFEEZRET T, N7 7 4 T OWENRTSAH ET,
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PTO funding is done by a voluntary cash donation drive of $40.00 per family per year.
Other fundraising is done using the Meijer Community Rewards and Box Tops for
Education. Our number for the Meijer Community Rewards is 696262. You can put up to
three (3) schools or organizations on one card. (% & =~ O %L, [TE T, 5k
IZO&EH4 0 R TT, Zofthiz, Meijer Community Rewards < Box Tops for
Education &\ 5 7' 77 Kaflio THMAGEEDET, vA V—E 70 r 7
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Our meetings are on various nights throughout the year, at 7 p.m. in the 6th grade Media
Center. The dates will be publicized in newsletters throughout the school year. PTO
activities are also published in the newsletter. /[ 41 T, 6 ik“*m'>lxl%—”#{*6\ i3
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We look forward to your participation in the PTO sponsored famlly activities throughout
the year including volleyball, Bingo, Whaler's games, Funfest, and Donuts with Someone
Special. N L—R—/L s BT Ry OG- Ty T = A s B YD
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ROLLER-SKATING PARTIES &' — T — A7 — h/N—TF 4 —

Under staff supervision, students are offered roller-skating parties throughout the school
year. The dates will be found in the newsletter calendar. The roller skating activity is from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Bonaventure in Farmington Hills. Parents furnish transportation to
and from the rink. The entrance fee includes admission and skate rental. For those
students who bring their own skates, they need to be approved by rink management. IT
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THESE ACTIVITIES ARE FOR NOVI MEADOWS
STUDENTS ONLY. Parents are expected to come into the roller rink to pick up their
child by 8:30 p.m. Students will not be released without parents Parents are encouraged
to skate with their child or stay to watch.” 7z 2 % » 7 OEZE O F | ARIZM[ED, 2
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VACATIONS {4 HE
Students and parents should recognize the importance of daily attendance during the
school year. Much of the curriculum is taught through in-class discussions, labs, projects,
and activities. When a student misses this in-school time, they miss out on many
curricular objectives that are difficult to teach through paper and pencil tasks. Therefore,
parents should try to schedule vacations to coincide with the established school recesses
to assure that their child receives a complete education. *H& EORFERIT, FHEEET
THABKRT2EEM AR T I20ERH Y £9, PHBROZ X, #FEFD
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Students and parents should understand that students who must be absent from school
because of vacations may be missing some work that may be difficult to make up.
Teachers will not be expected to pre-teach and/or pretest any subject matter that the
student would miss during vacation time. Teachers will try to assign make-up work
following the return to classes by the student. Students may have the same number of
days to make up missed work as the number of days they were absent from school. It
will be at the discretion of the individual teachers to assign selected assignments to work
on while the student is on vacation. The standard school policy is that missed work will
be given to the student when they return from an off-scheduled vacation. Certain
assignments may be impossible to make up and the student will be graded on work
successfully completed before or after the vacation time. 2= & £ & 4 . (KR O 72
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VISITATION POLICY 7 & D & &

Students who are friends or relatives from other schools may NOT visit Novi Meadows
School during the regular school hours, 8:20 a.m. - 2:56 p.m. Additionally, children who
are friends or relatives may NOT ATTEND roller skating parties.ftll O F e 5 DATE
RBUBD ., FROFEEIN, T7205 82 045~ 25 6 53DRIZ /34 A Ry
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WEBPAGE 75— A ~3—37
The Novi Meadows webpage is updated on a regular basis with announcements of
school activities and resources for parents. We encourage you to visit our webpage
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SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME

On behalf of the Board of Education of the Novi Community School
District, | am happy to present this Parent/Student Handbook to you. We
are committed to providing our students with a school environment that is
safe, positive and one in which a maximum learning potential is fostered.
Students, parents and staff all have responsibilities for developing our
students to their maximum potential. We believe that schools must be
free of disruption that interferes with teaching, learning and student
achievement. Student engagement can only be achieved by
communication, cooperation and a commitment by all stakeholders to
create a safe and effective learning environment.

This Handbook is meant to communicate with parents and students
those policies and regulations that have been created to foster a safe,
effective learning environment. We encourage you to become familiar
with the provisions of this handbook and to understand the expectations
we have for your child. If you have any questions regarding any of the
provisions in this Handbook, please feel free to contact your child’s
building principal.

We hope this year will be a successful one for your child, and that you
actively participate in your child’s education.

Sincerely,
Peter J. Dion, Superintendent

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT

In partnership with parents and community, the mission of the Novi
Community School District is to ensure that all students develop the
knowledge, skills and character necessary to achieve their highest
potential and to be productive members of an ever changing global
society

VISION STATEMENT: Inspiring Excellence Through Learning!






Novi School District Buildings

Educational Services Building
25345 Taft Rd., Novi, Ml 48374
(248) 449-1200
FAX (248) 449-1219
Peter J. Dion
Superintendent

Adult Education

MS (day)/HS (evening)
(248)449-1717 FAX (248)449-1719
Karyn Goven, Coor. of Adult Ed.

Community Ed. Preschool

25575 Taft Rd., Novi, Ml 48374
(248)449-1713 FAX (248)449-1719
Judy Pahl, Supr. of Child Care Serv.

Deerfield Elementary

26500 Wixom Road

(248)449-1700 FAX (248)449-1709
Richard Njus, Principal

Instructional Technology Center
25345 Taft Rd., Novi, MI 48374
(248)449-1262 FAX (248)449-1269
James Fry, Dir. of Tech. Programs

Maintenance and Operations
45495 Eleven Mile, Novi, Ml 48374
(248)449-1240 FAX (248)449-1249
Jeffrey Sotzen, Director

Novi High School

24062 Taft Rd., Novi, MI 48375
(248)449-1500 FAX (248)449-1519
John Lawrence, Principal

Novi Meadows Elementary-5
25549 Taft Rd., Novi, Ml 48374
(248)449-1250 FAX (248)449-1259
Lisa Fenchel, Principal

Novi Middle School

49000 11 Mile Rd, Novi, M| 48374
(248) 449-1600 FAX (248)449-1619
Milan Obrenovich, Principal

Novi Woods Elementary

25195 Taft Rd., Novi, Ml 48374
(248)449-1230 FAX (248)449-1239
Pamela Quitiquit, Principal

Orchard Hills Elementary

41900 Quince, Novi, Ml 48375
(248)449-1400 FAX (248)449-1419
Paul LePlae, Principal

Parkview Elementary

45825 Eleven Mile, Novi, Ml 48374
(248)449-1220 FAX (248)449-1229
Jenifer Michos, Principal

Transportation Center
45505 Eleven Mile, Novi, M| 48374
(248)449-1245 FAX (248)449-1289
Daniel Tooman, Director

Village Oaks Elementary
23333 Willowbrook, Novi, Ml 48375
(248)449-1300 FAX (248)449-1319
Susan Burnham, Principal

Novi Meadows Elementary-6
25299 Taft Rd., Novi, Ml 48374
(248)449-1270, Fax (248)449-1279
David Ascher, Principal
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GENERAL INFORMATION

DISTRICT WEB SITE

Parents may use this up-to-date resource to find all-encompassing school district
information. You will find a general overview of any school in the Novi Community
Schools District. You will also find legal notices, special events, and information
regarding the Novi Educational Foundation. The web site address is
http://www.novi.k12.mi.us.

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND

Per the Provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, parents of each student
attending a Title 1 school may request information regarding the professional
qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers. No schools in Novi have been
designated Title | buildings for the school year 2009-10.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

It is the policy of the Novi Community Schools that no person shall on the basis of race,
color, creed, national origin, age, sex, marital status, or disability be excluded from
participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any
program or activity and in employment.

If any person believes that the Novi Community Schools or any part of the school
organization has inadequately applied the principles and/or regulations of Title VI of the
Education Amendment Act of 1972, Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, or
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, he/she may register a complaint with the
Assistant Superintendent of Administrative Services.

NON-DESCRIMINATION/CIVIL RIGHTS

It is the policy of the Novi Community School District that no person shall, on the basis of
gender, race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, disability, height, weight, or
marital status or any other status covered by federal, state, or local law be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to, discrimination during any
program, activity, service, or in employment.

The District will comply with the requirements of:

o Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
o Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977
e Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972

1



o Age Discrimination Act of 1975
o  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

The District appoints the Assistant Superintendent of Administrative Services as the
District's Compliance Officer whose responsibility it will be to ensure that Federal and
State regulations are complied with and that any inquiries and complaints are dealt with
promptly in accordance with law. S/He shall also ensure that proper notice of
nondiscrimination for Title Il, Title VI, and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX
of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is provided to students, their parents, staff members
and the general public.

Contact information for the Compliance Officer is as follows:

Novi Community Schools Compliance Officer
Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services
25345 Taft Road
Novi, MI 48374
(248)449-1200

Anyone wishing to file a grievance for any of the above noted laws should contact the
Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services at the address/phone number noted
above.

Grievance Procedure:

Section |

Any person believing that the Novi Community Schools or any part of the school
organization has violated the laws or regulations of (1) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, (2) Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, (3) Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (4) the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and (5) Title Il of the
Americans with Disability Act of 1990 may bring forward a complaint, which shall be
referred to as a grievance to the Compliance Officer noted above.

Section I

The person who believes a valid basis for a grievance exists shall discuss the grievance
informally and on a verbal basis with the Assistant Superintendent of Administrative
Services, who shall in turn investigate the complaint and reply with an answer within ten
(10) business days. If the complainant feels the grievance is not satisfactorily resolved,
they may initiate formal procedures according to the following steps:

Step 1
A written statement of the grievance signed by the complainant shall be submitted to the

Assistant Superintendent of Administrative Services within ten (10) business days of
receipt of answers to the informal complaint. The Assistant Superintendent shall further
investigate the matters of grievance if he/she believes further investigation is warranted
and reply in writing to the complainant within ten (10) business days.

2



Step 2

A complainant wishing to appeal the decision of the Assistant Superintendent may
submit a signed statement of appeal to the Superintendent of Schools within ten (10)
business days after receipt of the Assistant Superintendent’s response. The
Superintendent shall meet with all parties involved, formulate a conclusion, and respond
in writing to the complainant within ten (10) business days.

Step 3
If unsatisfied, the complainant may appeal through a signed, written statement to the

Board of Education within ten (10) business days of receiving the Superintendent’s
response in Step 2. In an attempt to resolve the grievance, the Board of Education shall
meet with the concerned parties and their representatives within forty (40) days of the
receipt of such an appeal. A copy of the Board’s disposition of the appeal shall be sent to
each concerned party within ten (10) days of this meeting.

The days noted above for purposes of this policy are days when the School District's
business office is open for business to the general public. The time limits noted above
may be extended by the Assistant Superintendent if warranted.

Anyone, at any time, may contact the U.S. Department of Education/Office of Civil Rights
for information and assistance at (216)522-4970. If the grievance has not been
satisfactorily settled, further appeal may be made to the Regional U. S. Department of
Education, Office for Civil Rights, 600 Superior Ave. East, Bank One Center, Suite 750,
Cleveland, OH 44114-2611.

Inquiries concerning the nondiscriminatory policy may be directed to Director, Office of
Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington D.C.
20202.

The Compliance Officer, on request, will provide the complainant with a copy of the
district's grievance procedure and investigate all complaints in accordance with this
procedure.

A copy of each of the Acts and the regulations on which this notice is based may be
found in the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services office.

NONDISCRIMINATION IN CTE PROGRAM

Each year Novi High School offers Career and Technical Education programs. Our two
CTE programs consist of all Marketing classes and all Drafting classes. Like all classes
at Novi Community Schools, these CTE classes follow the District's policies of
nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry,
gender/sex, age, disability, height, weight, or marital status. This is true in all programs,
activities, and employment. In addition, arrangements can be made to ensure that the
lack of English language skills is not a barrier to admission or participation.

For general information about these CTE programs, contact the Assistant Superintendent

for Academic Services, 25345 Taft Road, Novi, Ml 48374 or call 248-449-1200 and for

general questions about nondiscriminatory policies contact the Assistant Superintendent
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MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS EDUCATION ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2001

Homeless children and youth are ensured specific education rights and protections. A
listing of these specific rights may be obtained from all District offices or by contacting,
District McKinney-Vento Liaison, at the Educational Services Building, Office of
Administrative Services, (248)449-1200.

Homeless children and youth as defined and covered by the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education Assistance Act of 2001:

«  Means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence;

+ Includes children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to
loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason;

+ Are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of
alternative accommodations;

+ Areliving in emergency or transitional shelters;

+  Are abandoned in hospitals, or are awaiting foster care placement;

+  Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or
private place not designed as a regular sleeping accommodation for human
beings; and

«  Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations.

Parents or guardians of students in homeless situations can keep their children in their
schools of origin, (the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed
or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled even if the student is now
residing outside the school attendance area or school district) or enroll them in any public
school that students living in the same attendance area are eligible to attend. Eligibility is
determined by contacting the McKinney District Liaison at (248)449-1200. Arrangement
for transportation of the child/youth to and from his/her school of origin must be at the
request of the parent/guardian.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Limited proficiency in the English language should not be a barrier to equal participation
in the instructional or extracurricular programs of the District. It is, therefore the policy of
this District that those students identified as having limited English proficiency will be
provided additional support and instruction to assist them in gaining English proficiency
and in accessing the educational and extracurricular program offered by the District.
Parents should contact the principal/counselor at their child’s school to inquire about
evaluation procedures and programs offered by the District.

Students with limited English proficiency will be assessed for placement using the State
mandated English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA).



TITLE IX

It is the policy of the Novi Community School District to comply with all Title IX
requirements. See Non-Discrimination/Civil Rights section for specific information.

ENROLLMENT

In order to enroll their student in the Novi Community Schools, a parent/guardian must
provide:

+  Evidence of residency in the District

+  Original or Certified Copy of the birth certificate

*  Immunization records meeting Michigan Department of Health requirements

+  Signed authorization to release previous record of school attendance (if enrolling in
grades other than Kindergarten)

¢+ Proof of parentage/legal guardianship/custody documents

«  Phone numbers and persons to contact in case of an emergency

RESIDENCY/TUITION

It is not the practice of the Board of Education to encourage the admission of non-
resident students to the Novi Community Schools. This is particularly true when the
enrollment of non-resident students places a burden on school facilities, programs and
class sizes.

However, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, non-resident students may
be considered for enroliment in the Novi Community Schools as indicated below.

Resident Students
Definition: A resident student is defined as one who meets one or more of the following
criteria:

1. The student lives with parent(s) in a dwelling in the District.

2. The student lives with a relative other than a parent in a dwelling within the

District for the purposes of securing a suitable home and not solely for

educational purposes.

The student is an emancipated minor and resides in the District.

4. The student lives within the District with a guardian where a court has granted a
“limited” or “full guardianship”.

5. The student is a student participant in a bona fide foreign exchange program
living with a host family whose members are residents of the District.

6. The student is a homeless child per the McKinney-Vento Homelessness Act, 42
USC 11431.

7. One of the student’s parents/guardians lives in a dwelling in the District. (note:
student has “dual residency; i.e., residency in either parent’s district of residence).

S
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8. The student meets any other criteria defined by applicable law that may apply.
9. Children of employees of the District who meet District Policy criteria,

Non-resident Students

Definition: A non-resident student is any student the District determines is not a resident
student. For example, a non-resident student is defined as a student whose
parents/guardians, with whom the student lives, reside outside the School District; a
student whose parents/guardians live outside the District and the student has not been
placed in a licensed home in a district; a student whose parents live outside the District
and the student does not live with a relative in the District for the purpose of securing a
suitable home; or a student who is 18 years or older or emancipated, and has not
established personal residency in the District.

1.

A student who becomes a non-resident of the District after the first count day in
September may complete the semester during which s/he loses residency, but may
not enroll in the District, without proof of residency, for the following semester
except for a senior who may complete the senior year. Non-resident students shall
arrive and depart from school on time. Transportation must be provided by the
parent/guardian. Non-resident students who are excessively absent or tardy, or
who are not picked up immediately after school may be withdrawn from the District.
Non-resident students with discipline problems may also be withdrawn from the
District.

A student found, by satisfactory evidence, to be enrolled in the District in violation of
District Enrollment Policies or Michigan law shall be removed from the District at the
end of the semester in which the student is no longer a resident. Parents/guardians
of the student may be assessed tuition for all days the student was enrolled in the
District in violation of enrollment policies. Legal action may be taken by the District
to recover the cost of tuition and any other costs incurred by the student’s
attendance in violation of the enrollment policy. Any violation of law, including but
not limed to false statements on residency documents submitted to the District, may
be reported by the District to the appropriate law enforcement agency and may
result in criminal prosecution.

Tuition Students

Definition: Any non-resident student may be enrolled as a tuition student under the
following criteria: (Note: all require written approved enroliment releases from the
verified district of residence)

1.

When a family moves from the Novi Community School District to another school
district, a student enrolled in the Novi Schools may remain as a tuition student if it
is his/her senior year; or, if they are completing the remainder of a school
semester/year per the approval of the Superintendent and at the written request/
application of the parent(s) or guardian(s).
When a family plans, per appropriate documentation, to move into the District but
will not be in before the first day of school, the student(s) will be allowed to enroll
with the understanding that:

A. They are “guest students” until they become verified residents;
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B. The family, as part of their request, possesses a purchase agreement or a
valid lease agreement for property in the School District.
Options:

(@) Ifthey are in residence by the State Aid FTE count date, no tuition will
be charged.

(b) Ifthey are not in residence on the State Aid FTE count date, tuition
will charged and prorated from the first day of enrollment until the date
of their actual documented residency. A deposit for a full semester of
tuition is required.

(c)  Tuition will be charged and prorated accordingly if they have a house
under construction which is scheduled for completion during the
school year or under a time frame established by the Superintendent.
A deposit in the amount of tuition for a full school year is required.

3. The District will assume no responsibility for transportation of non-resident or
tuition students.

Release of Students to Other Districts

It is the policy of the Novi Community School District not to release students to other
districts unless the family is moving to that district or the child is completing his/her senior
year in that district. The superintendent or his/her designee may release a student if
he/she determines that a hardship condition exists or that other special educational or
family circumstances warrant release.

SCHOOLS OF CHOICE

Parents of elementary (K-4) aged children who live within the Novi Community School
District boundaries may select the elementary building their child will attend. This choice
should be in the best interests of the child and is subject to availability of space at the
school chosen. Parents must notify the District in writing by May 15 of their desire to
participate in Schools of Choice. Space availability will be determined ten (10) days
before the first day of school of the following school year. Transportation to and from the
school of choice (if other than the normal attendance area school) is the responsibility of
the parent. Questions about schools of choice should be addressed to the elementary
building office or to the Assistant Superintendent of Administrative Services at the
Educational Services Building.

STUDENT PRIVACY (PPRA)

PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding the conduct of surveys, the collection and
use of information for marketing purposes, and certain physical exams. These include
the right to:

Consent before students are required to submit to a survey that concerns one or more of
the eight protected areas (“protected information survey”) listed below if the survey is
funded in whole or in part by a program of the U.S. Department of Education -
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Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent;

Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;

Sex behavior or attitudes;

lllegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships;
Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, physicians, or
ministers;

Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parent/guardian;

Income, other than as required by law, to determine program eligibility or financial
assistance.

DW=
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Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of -

1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding;

2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required as a condition of
attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect
the immediate health and safety of a student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis
screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under State
law; and

3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal information obtained
from students for marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute the information to
others.

Inspect, upon request and before administration or use —
1. Protected information surveys of students;
2. Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of the above
marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes; and
3. Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum.

These rights transfer from the parents to a student who is 18 years old or an
emancipated minor under State law.

Parents will be given the opportunity to opt their child out of participation in specific
activities or surveys as noted above. A form for opting out is available in the school
office.

There are no activities scheduled for which the parent/guardian will need to consent.

STUDENT RECORDS
FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT (FERPA)

Parents/guardians of children enrolled in the Novi Community School District and
students who have attained the age of 18 years are notified that under the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) they have the following rights:



1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the
day the District receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should
submit to the school principal a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish
to inspect. The principal will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or
eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

2. The right to obtain a copy of the School District’s student records. To obtain a copy
a written request needs to be submitted at 25345 Taft Road, Novi, Ml 48374 to the
attention of the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services.

3. The right to request an amendment of the student’s education records that the
parent or eligible student believes is inaccurate or misleading. To amend a record
they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write the school principal,
clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is
inaccurate or misleading. If the District decides not to amend the record as
requested by the parent or eligible student, the District will notify the parent or
eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding
the request for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures
will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a
hearing.

4. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in
the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes
disclosure without consent. One of the exceptions permits disclosure without
consent - disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests. A school
official is a person employed by the District as an administrator, supervisor,
instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law
enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the school board; a person or
company with whom the District has contracted to perform a special task (such as
an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving
on an official committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her
tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to
review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.
Upon request, the District discloses education records without consent to officials of
another school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll.

The Board of Education hereby gives notice to limit the disclosure of personally
identifiable information contained in a student’s education record except:

+ Where prior written consent of the student’s parent/guardian is first obtained
+ Where the information has been designated as “directory information”, or
+ Under certain limited circumstances permitted by law.

5. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning
alleged failures by Novi Community School District to comply with the requirements
of FERPA. The name and address of the office that administers FERPA is:



Family Policy and Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605

6. The District may disclose “Directory Information” from the educational records of a
student. “Directory Information” is designated by the District as:

« Student's name, address and telephone number

+ Names of student’s parents/guardians

+ Student's date and place of birth

+  Student’s class designation (i.e. 10""Grade)

« Student’s extracurricular participation

+  Student's achievement, awards or honors

+ Student's weight and height if a member of an athletic team

+  Student's photograph

+  Previous educational institutions attended by student

+ Student's dates of attendance

+ Name of school student currently attends

+  Student's electronic mail address

+  Student projects, artwork, web pages and photographic or video images created
by the District or students in conjunction with school sponsored activities may be
used for information and/or instructional purposes including, but not limited to,
video and audio playback, internet and print publication, and cable television
transmission.

The District may disclose any of the above without prior written consent unless the
building principal is notified to the contrary in writing by the parent/guardian. The primary
purpose of directory information is to allow the District to include this type of information
from your child’s education records in certain school publications. Examples include:

+ A playbill, showing your child’s role in a drama production

+ The annual yearbook

+ Honor roll or other recognition lists

+ Graduation programs

+  Sports activity sheets, such as for wrestling, showing weight and height of team
members

Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an
invasion of privacy if released, can also be disclosed to outside organizations without a
parent’s prior written consent. Outside organizations include, but are not limited to,
companies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks. In addition, two federal
laws require local educational agencies (LEA’s) receiving assistance under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters,
upon request, names, addresses and telephone listings - unless parents have advised
the LEA that they do not want their child’s information disclosed without their prior
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written consent. Forms are available at the school office and must be submitted by
September 30 of each school year.

The District does not sell directory information to anyone. This information is available,
however, through the Freedom of Information Act. For questions regarding this policy,
please contact the Academic Services Department in the Educational Services Building
at (248)449-1208

ARMED FORCES RECRUITING - Privacy Protocol

Under federal and state law, the District is required to provide the names, addresses, and
telephone listings of its secondary school students to military recruiters or to institutions
of higher education who request this information. A secondary school student or the
parent of a secondary school student may request that this information not be released
without prior written parental consent. If you do not want this information released, please
notify, in writing, the high school or middle school office.

IMMUNIZATIONS

Students must be current with all immunizations required by law or have an authorized
waiver from State immunization requirements. If a student does not have the necessary
shots or waivers, the principal may remove the student or require compliance with a set
deadline. This is for the safety of all students and in accordance with State law. Any
questions about immunizations or waivers should be directed to the Oakland County
Health Division at (248)926-3361 or at
http://www.oakgov.com/health/program_service/immunize about.html

HEALTH RECORDS

The school is charged with keeping an up-to-date immunization record on each student.
We urge parents to notify the school of any major or significant change in the health of
your child (e.g., chronic medical conditions, diseases, allergies, and medications). We
will inform the parent/guardian when our records indicate inadequate immunization
information.

HEALTH SCREENING

The Public Health Code requires that students be screened for hearing and vision
deficiencies. Individual schools will notify parents when hearing, vision and scoliosis
screening is scheduled. In addition, Scoliosis is screened at the 7" Grade. Hearing
screening of school-age children shall be done at least in grades K, 2, and 4, or
screening shall be done at least biennially starting at age 5 and continuing at least to age

10 years. Vision screening is done in preschool, 15t 3¢, 5 and 7 grades.
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WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL

If a student is transferring to another school, the parent/guardian needs to notify the Novi
School District School the student is withdrawing. The State requires the District report
all students who have left the District, as well as the date and reason for the student’s
withdrawal.

A parent/guardian must complete a "Withdrawal Form", return all textbooks, library

books, all school property and pay all outstanding debts. Student records will not be
forwarded until all obligations are met.

STUDENT RECORDS - Release of

Student records contain pictures, report cards, transcript, discipline and attendance
records, standardized test scores, physical/immunization, and special education reports.
Students 18 years of age or older and their parents/guardians shall have complete
access to all school records. Parents/guardians shall be given the opportunity to
challenge, in writing, the content of the student’s file.

School Code Section 1135(4) requires Michigan school districts, within 14 days of
enrolling a transfer student, to “request in writing directly from the student's previous
school a copy of his or her school record.” The previous school “shall comply within 30
days after receipt of the request unless the record has been tagged...” MCL 380.1134(4).

Personal school records will not be furnished to any other person (except school staff)
unless there is written consent from the student's parents or from the student if s/he has
reached the age of majority. The release request must state the reason and to whom the
records are to be sent. Without the written release form, the school is limited to releasing
only directory information, such as: name, age, address, telephone number, height,
weight, etc. A written release is not required when sending records to schools to which a
student seeks to enroll.

FREE AND REDUCED-PRICED MEALS

The Novi Community Schools participates in the national Free and Reduced-Priced Meal
Program. Participation is based on the income level of the household. The Board
designates the Director of Food Service to determine in accordance with Board
standards, the eligibility of students for free and/or reduced-price meals. If you are
interested in eligibility information, please contact your child’s school office for an
application or call (248)449-1200 x2020.




EARLY DISMISSAL

No student will be allowed to leave school prior to dismissal time without a written
request signed by the parent/guardian whose signature is on file in the school office, or
the parent must come to the school office to request the release. No student will be
released to a person other than a custodial parent/guardian without written permission
signed by the custodial parent/guardian. Early dismissal is discouraged as it can be
disruptive to the class and the student may miss valuable instruction.

CANCELLATION OF SCHOOL

Severe weather or building conditions may result in school being closed for an entire day
or students being released early. When conditions necessitate the closing of school,
information will be immediately sent to local radio and television stations, and placed on
the District web site. In grades K-6 efforts will be made to call parents through an
established fan-out procedure. K-6 students will not be released early unless contact has
been made with a parent or a parent approved contact person. Parents should be sure
the school has the necessary up-to-date phone numbers. No phone calls will be made for
grades 7-12. In the event of an early dismissal, each family should be sure they have a
plan in place, as to where their child should report if they are not able to get into the
home. School days missed due to inclement weather, power outages, or days when
attendance falls below 75% may have to be made up.

CLOSED CAMPUS

In grades 5-12 lunch time is limited to 30 minutes. In grades K-4 lunch/recess time is
limited to 40 minutes. Students are required to stay at school during lunch and recess
periods at all levels.

VISITORS

Novi's schools are “community schools” and as such parents/guardians are encouraged
to visit schools when the need arises. Any parent/visitor to any school upon entering the
school must first check into the building office and get a visitor pass before proceeding to
any other part of the building. In order to maintain a safe and orderly learning
environment, access to the building must be limited and controlled.

SAFE SCHOOLS

Effective and safe schools are the vital center of every community. America’s schools
are among the safest places to be on a day-to-day basis due to the strong commitment
of educators, parents and communities to their children. However, no community can be
complacent in its efforts to make its schools even safer. Over the

past several years at both the District and building levels, teams of individuals have met
and developed emergency plans to be put in place should the need arise. Central to the
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Novi planning is the emphasis on prevention. It is our goal to create an environment
where children feel safe and connected. It is our goal through planning and preparation
to be prepared for any emergency situation.

SECURITY

The Novi Community Schools is committed to providing a safe and secure learning
environment for our students. The community has generously supported a bond issue to
provide electronic door access, and public area cameras in and around buildings and on
District busses. It is hoped that these measures will help in providing that safe and
secure learning environment. It is also expected that anyone visiting a school will register
with the building office as soon as they enter the school. The cooperation of students,
parents and staff are needed to ensure safety at all times

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

All buildings in the District have devised crisis plans to deal with emergency situations.
In addition, procedures have been set up to practice fire and tornado drills, evacuation
and lockdowns.

Fire Drills

Fire drills are practiced throughout the school year to assure proper understanding of
procedures. Students must remain with their teacher while moving out of the building and
returning. It is important that everyone is quiet so that announcements can be heard.
Severe Weather Drills

Several times each year all students are led by their teacher to a designated location in
their building where they sit on the floor facing a wall. These positions have been
selected by safety experts and are located as far from glass windows as possible.
Student safety depends upon their cooperation with these procedures. Tornado drills
must be conducted quietly so announcements can be heard by all.

Lockdown Drills

Lockdown drills are needed to familiarize students with security measures taken in case
there is an intruder in the building. During a normal lockdown drill students outside are
returned to the building, building entrance and classrooms doors are secured and
instruction continues. Under emergency lockdown procedures all doors are secured,
students are moved out of window line-of-site and instruction ceases.

PESTICIDE APPLICATION

As part of the Novi Community School District pest management program, pesticides are
occasionally applied. In accordance with Section 13d of the Pesticide Control Act,
parents have the right to be informed prior to any pesticide application made during the
days school is in session. If you need prior notification, the following information should
be provided to the District:
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Parent/guardian name

Student name

School student attends
Parent/guardian/student address

+  Day and evening contact phone numbers

Please indicate whether you wish to be notified of a scheduled pesticide treatment inside
of the school building, a scheduled pesticide treatment on the outside grounds of the
school, or both. Your request should be sent to:

Maintenance & Operations Department
Attn: Pesticide Notification
45495 Eleven Mile Road
Novi, Michigan 48374

Requests for notification must be made in writing. Questions regarding pesticide
application may be directed to The Director of Maintenance at (248)449-1241.

ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION (AHERA)

The District has taken measures to assure the safety of our students, staff, and
community for asbestos management. The District's Asbestos Management Plan is
available for public review. A copy of each building’s plan is available for review at:

Educational Services Building
25345 Taft Road
Novi, Michigan 48374.

Questions regarding asbestos removal projects or any asbestos related issues should be
directed to The Director of Maintenance at (248)449-1241.

MONEY AND OTHER VALUABLES

Parents are discouraged from allowing students to bring large amounts of money or
valuables to school. The school will not assume responsibility for lost, stolen, or
damaged valuables.

WEAPON FREE SCHOOL ZONE

A “Weapon Free School Zone” is defined as meaning school property and/or a vehicle
used by the school to transport students to or from school property. School property
means a building, playing field, or property used for school purposes to impart instruction
to students or used for functions and events sponsored by a school. Students are
prohibited from possessing, storing, making, or using a weapon in a Weapon Free
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School Zone. Weapons must not be brought into a Weapon Free School Zone. Weapons
include, but are not limited to: firearms, guns of any type whatsoever, including air and
gas-powered guns (whether loaded or unloaded), knives, razors, clubs, electric weapons,
metallic knuckles, martial arts weapons, ammunition, and explosives.

PUBLIC ACT 102 OF 1999
(Revised School Code Section 1308)

Public Act 102 of 1999, Statewide School Safety Information Policy and School Crime
Reports, adopted by the Michigan Legislature requires school officials to notify the local
law enforcement agency of any information relating to the following incidents:

«  Armed Student or Hostage

+  Suspected Armed Student

+  Weapons on School Property

+  Death or Homicide

+  Drive-by Shooting

+  Physical Assault (Fights)

+  Bomb Threat

+  Explosion

«  Arson

«  Sexual Assault (Criminal Sexual Conduct)
*  Robbery or Extortion

+  Unauthorized Removal of a Student
+  Threat of Suicide

+  Suicide Attempt

«  Larceny (Theft)

* Intruders (Trespassing)

+ lllegal Drug Use or Overdose

+  Drug Possession or Drug Sale

+  Vandalism or Destruction of Property
+  Minor in Possession of Alcoholic or Tobacco Products
+  Bus Incident

+  Bus Accident

TOBACCO PRODUCTS

The Tobacco-Free Schools Law provides that the use of any tobacco product by any
person is forbidden in all buildings, structures and grounds owned and/or operated by the
Novi School District. This also applies to all school sponsored activities and School
District vehicles. Use of tobacco products is a violation of the Student Code of Conduct.



FUND-RAISING

Students, student groups and support organizations may from time-to-time solicit funds
for the benefit of students and/or the schools they attend. Fund-raising projects must be
approved in advance by the building principal and shall be coordinated with other student
groups and/or support organizations. All the requirements of Board of Education policies
must be met.

ACCIDENT AND ILLNESS

Every accident in a school building, on the school grounds, on a field trip, at a practice
session, or at any school sponsored athletic event should immediately be reported by the
student to the person in charge and to the school office. The school will make every effort
to contact a parent to inform parents of the accident, injury, or iliness. Parents are
responsible for providing the school with up-to-date phone numbers. If necessary,
students will be transported by rescue squad to an area hospital. Students will not be
sent home unless a responsible adult is there to receive them.

Please be aware that the School District has available for purchase a supplemental
student personal injury insurance policy. This insurance information is provided as a
convenience for parents/guardians and is not intended as an endorsement of the policy,
its carrier, or agent(s). For information on this insurance contact the Director of Athletics
at (248)449-1509.

If your child is ill, please do not send him/her to school so as to reduce the health risk to
other students and staff.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND PESTS
CONTROL OF CASUAL-CONTACT

Because a school has a high concentration of people, it is necessary to take specific
measures when the health or safety of the group is at risk. The school’s professional staff
has the authority to remove or isolate a student who has been ill or has been exposed to
a communicable disease or highly transient pest, such as lice.

Specific diseases include: diphtheria, scarlet fever, strep infections, pink eye, whooping
cough, mumps, measles, rubella, and other conditions indicated by the local and state
health departments.

Any removal will only be for the contagious period as specified in the administrative
guidelines.



MEDICATIONS

Guidelines for Administration of Medications to Students

Definition: Medication includes prescription, nonprescription and herbal medications,
and includes those taken by mouth, by inhaler, those that are injected, and those applied
as drops to eyes, nose, or medications applied to the skin.

The pupil’'s parent/guardian will give the school written permission and request to
administer medication(s) to their pupil on NCSD approved forms. A separate form
is required for each medication.

Medication must be brought to the school by the pupil’s parent/guardian.

With the exception of nonprescription medication, written instructions from a
physician, including the name of the pupil, name of the medication, dosage of the
medication, route of administration, time and duration the medication is to be
administered to the pupil, must accompany the request and be kept on record by
the school.

A building administrator shall request that a pharmacy supply oral medication, in
pill form, in the exact dosage prescribed so that the individual administering
medications is not responsible for dividing/splitting pills. Liquid medication must be
accompanied with a proper measurement dispenser.

No medication may be prescribed or recommended by school personnel.

Parental or guardian authorization and a physician’s instructions for administration
shall be renewed every school year.

No medications will be administered until all paperwork/documentation is
complete.

The building administrator will designate an appropriate area in the building and
an individual(s) responsible for administering medications to pupils at that school.
A building administrator may set a reasonable designated time for the
administration of medications. The parent/guardian shall be informed of this
designated time and communicate this to the physician when he/she writes
medication administration instructions. The school may request that the physician
send a written explanation with the medication administration instructions to the
school if an exception to the school’s designated time is necessary.

Medications must be administered by an individual designated by the building
administrator, in the presence of a second adult, except where the individual
administering the medication is a licensed registered professional nurse (as
described in the Michigan Revised School Code, Section 380.1178), or when an
emergency threatens the life or health of the pupil.

The School District will not be responsible for any student who neglects or refuses
taking his or her medicine due to forgetfulness or “on purpose”.

Each building shall have a plan for handling medical emergencies.

Students with disabilities who have an Individualized Educational Program (IEP)
or Section 504 Plan shall be included under the policy and procedures that govern
the administration of medications. Note: The policy and procedures should not
violate either the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act.
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A pupil who is taking medication under the above conditions shall have each of
his/her teachers notified of this by the building administrator or individual(s)
designated to administer medication.

When it is necessary for a pupil to have medication administered while on a
school-sponsored field trip or off-site activity, the medication must be carried in a
District approved container and be administered by designated District personnel.
The individual designated to administer medication must record the necessary
information on the medication log upon return from the trip/activity.

Any adverse reaction to medication, as described on the physician’s written
instructions, shall be reported to the pupil’'s parent/guardian immediately. School
communications with the physician should be made through the parent/guardian,
unless the parent requests that information be given directly to the doctor, or an
emergency arises and the parent/guardian cannot be contacted.

Any errors made in the administration of medications shall be reported to the
building administrator immediately, and a written report completed and entered
into the pupil’s school record. The building administrator is responsible for
reporting the medication error to the pupil's parent/guardian immediately.

Except in life threatening emergencies, medications will not be administered if the
expiration date has passed.

Guidelines for Self-Administration/Self-Possession

Definition: Self-administration means that the pupil is able to consume or apply
prescription and nonprescription medication in the manner directed by the physician
without additional assistance or direction. Self-possession means that the pupil may
carry medication on his/her person to allow for immediate and self-determined
administration.

A pupil in grades 7-12 whose parent/guardian and physician provide written
permission may be permitted to self-administer and self-possess his/her own
medications with permission of the building administrator.

A medication that a pupil possesses must be labeled and prepared by a pharmacy
or pharmaceutical company and include the dosage and frequency of
administration. Self-possessed epi-pens and inhalers must be labeled with the
pupil’s name and expiration date.

School personnel shall report to the building administrator or individual(s)
designated to administer medication any student who is detected taking medication
in school contrary to the established policy, rules and regulations.

The request for permission to self-administer/possess medication must be renewed
each school year, or more often, if necessary.

A pupil who requires the use of an inhaler for relief or prevention of asthma
symptoms will be allowed to carry and use the inhaler if there is written approval
from the pupil's physician and parent/guardian on record at the school (as described
in the Michigan Revised School Code, Section 380.1179). A pupil in possession of
an inhaler under the above conditions shall have each of his/her teachers notified of
this by the building administrator or individual(s) designated to administer
medication.
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+ A pupil who requires the use of an epi-pen for relief of a severe allergic reaction will

be allowed to carry and use the epi-pen if there is written approval from the pupil’s
physician and parent/guardian on record at the school. A pupil who is in possession
of an epi-pen under the above conditions shall have each of his/her teachers
notified of this by the building administrator or individual(s) designated to administer
medication.

A pupil’'s use cannot be denied if the conditions of written permission and physician
direction are met. A building administrator may discontinue a pupil’s right to self-
administer and self-possession if there is misuse by the pupil. Misuse includes, but
is not limited to, medication left lying around or loaned/given to another student.
The denial shall follow a consultation with the parent/guardian.

Guidelines for Staff Training

The District may provide training on all District policies and procedures related to
this responsibility to all individuals designated to administer medications. The trainer
must have knowledge of District school medication policies and procedures.

When training for an individual student's needs, training should be documented and
maintained as part of the student's health plan (if any).

Individuals, with the exception of a licensed registered professional nurse, who are
responsible for administering any medications that must be given by injection, by
nebulizer, or administered rectally, vaginally, or in the bladder, must receive training
by a person authorized by the physician.

Documentation of in-service training shall be maintained by the School District.

Guidelines for Storage and Access To Medications in School

All medication shall be kept in a labeled container as prepared by a pharmacy,
physician, or pharmaceutical company with the pupil's name, the name of the
medication, dosage, the frequency of administration, and expiration date. This
requirement also pertains to refills.
Medication shall be stored in a school location that is kept locked.
Emergency medications may be stored in an area readily accessible to the
individual designated to administer them.
All controlled substance* medications will be counted and recorded upon receipt
from the parent/guardian. The medication shall be recounted on a regular basis
(monthly or bi-weekly) and this count reconciled with the medication administration
log/record.
No changes to medication dosage or time of administration will be made except by
instruction from a physician or a written request from a parent for that day only. Any
change in a prescription will require a newly signed prescription from the physician,
as well as a new “Authorization for Administering Medication” form from the
parent/guardian.
Medication supply renewal is the responsibility of the parent/guardian.
Parental/guardian request/permission and a physician’s instructions for
administration of medications shall be renewed every school year.
Expiration dates on all medication, including epi-pens and inhalers, shall be checked
at least twice each school year.
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+ Medication left over at the end of the school year, or after a pupil has left the District,
shall be picked up by the parent/guardian. If this is not done, the individual who
administers the medication will dispose of the medication and record this disposal
on the medication log. This procedure shall be withessed and initialed by a second
adult.

*Controlled substance is defined as a drug regulated by the Federal Controlled
Substances Acts, including opiates, depressants, stimulants, and hallucinogens.

Guidelines for Record-Keeping Related To Medications in Schools

+ A Medication Administration Record (MAR) shall be kept in a school office and filed
in a pupil’s permanent record at the end of each school year.

+ The MAR shall include the pupil’s name and dosage of the medication. The
individual giving the medication shall record the date and time of administration of
the medication. The log shall be signed and witnessed by a second adult.

+ Ifan error is made in recording, the individual who administered the medication shall
cross out, initial the error, and make the correction in the log, never white-out or
erase.

+ The individual pupil log shall be kept until one year after the pupil’s graduation from
high school.

CONTACTING STAFF

Each teacher has a voice mail number, and that number will be shared with parents in
back-to-school correspondence. Parents should feel free to call the school concerning
any matter dealing with their child/ren and the school. If you wish to contact a teacher by
telephone, you may call the District main number at (248)449.1200 for the District phone
directory. Staff email addresses are also listed on the District web site at
Www.novi.k12.mi.us

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

The School District firmly believes that students learn best when parents take an active
role in their child’s education. Parents are encouraged to be interested in what their child
is doing at school and to support the school academic environment at home, to
communicate regularly with their child’s classroom teacher, to attend parent-teacher
conferences, and to participate in school sponsored activities. Principals and teachers
are expected to facilitate two-way communications between the home and school.

STUDENT SURVEYS

Please refer to section on Student Privacy, page 8.
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION

The Novi Community Schools, through its Community Education Program, offers a
variety of excellent educational and leisure time opportunities for students of all ages
throughout the school year. Information concerning these classes, as well as activities
sponsored by the Novi Department of Parks and Recreation, is mailed and/or sent home
periodically with the students. Community Education may be contacted by calling
(248)449.1206.

SPECIAL EDUCATION/SECTION 504
PROJECT FIND

The Novi Community School District offers evaluations, programs, and services to
individuals who are identified as having, or who are suspected of having, a disability as
defined in either the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. These services are available to eligible persons ages 0-26
who reside within, or attend a K-12 school program within, the Novi Community School
District attendance boundaries. Referrals are accepted from parents, staff members,
community agencies and other interested parties. For more information about available
services, parent/student rights or referral procedures contact:

Novi Community Schools
Office of Student Services
25345 Taft Road
Novi, Michigan 48374
or call (248)449-1200

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES - SPECIAL EDUCATION

OVERVIEW

The Novi Community School District offers a full continuum of program/service options
designed to meet the individual needs of eligible students with disabilities from birth
through age 25 who attend a public or approved private school within the NCSD
boundaries. While emphasis is placed on educating all students in integrated settings to
the maximum extent appropriate, placement decisions must be based on individual
student needs and desired outcomes, and must be rooted in the Individual Educational
Planning Team (IEPT) process. Parent involvement is an integral part of programming.

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM

The Student Support Team (SST) is a problem-solving process that may be used by
teachers and parents to help address learning or behavioral differences. At the SST
meeting, specific learning challenges are identified and intervention strategies are
decided upon. The SST may reconvene as many times as necessary to resolve the
concern.
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EVALUATIONS

Novi Community Schools provides evaluations for students who are suspected of having
a disability under IDEA (the federal special education law) and/or Section 504. If there is
reason to suspect that the student has a disability, staff may use the SST process to
recommend an evaluation. If the intent of the evaluation is to determine eligibility for
accommodations under Section 504, parental notice is required prior to evaluation. If the
intent is to access special education programs/services under IDEA, parental consent is
required prior to evaluation. Parents may initiate an evaluation under IDEA or Section
504 by contacting the Office of Student Services at 248-449-1200.

SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSROOM PROGRAMS

Resource programs are available in all buildings. All these programs serve students with
a variety of disabilities including emotional, cognitive, speech/language, hearing, vision,
physical/health impairments and learning disabilities. The amount of time the student
spends in the special education classroom is determined by the IEP Team.

At all levels the resource programs are departmentalized; students may move from class
to class and may see more than one resource teacher based on the subjects they are
taking within the special education department. In grades 5-12 the resource program
sometimes provides support through a model known as co-teaching. In this situation
general education and resource teachers share responsibilities in the general classroom.
Placement in a co-teaching team or classroom is a decision made by the |EP Team.

At Parkview, Orchard Hills, Novi Meadows, the Middle School, and the High School there
are resource programs for students who have more significant challenges and need most
of their instruction in a special education setting. These programs focus on basic
academics, life skills, and prevocational education, and might include students who have
been found eligible under the categories of cognitive impairment, physical impairment,
autism, or any other disability which requires intensive support from a team of educators.

An Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) program serves preschool-aged children
with disabilities, who require a specialized classroom setting (i.e., their needs cannot be
met in a typical preschool or day care setting). This program is housed at the ITC,
adjacent to the Community Education Preschool Classes and runs for four half-days per
week.

SPECIAL EDUCATION RELATED SERVICES

A wide range of related services is available within Novi Community Schools to meet the
individual needs of eligible students. These include speech/language therapy, school
social work services, occupational and physical therapy, and teacher consultant and
school psychology services. Transition plans are developed for all eligible students
beginning at age 16 or younger, if appropriate. One of the High School resource teachers
oversees community placements for secondary students who have that need. Functional
Behavior Assessments are conducted for students at all levels whose behavior impedes
their own learning or the learning of others. Behavior Intervention Plans are developed as
necessary by the IEP Team. Appropriate related services are identified through the IEPT
process.
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OAKLAND INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT SERVICES

Oakland Schools, the intermediate school district of which Novi is a part, provides a
variety of services to students, parents and staff. The Student Support Center at Oakland
Schools provides second opinion evaluations or consultation in the areas of behavior
management, hearing and audiology, vision, speech/language, augmentative
communication, assistive technology, and psycho-educational assessment. Itinerant
teacher consultants provide services to students who have hearing, visual or physical
impairments, and orientation/mobility specialists provide training to students who are
blind/visually impaired. All referrals for Oakland Intermediate School District services are
processed through the Office of Student Services.

OUT-OF DISTRICT OPTIONS

Some students have specific needs which are best addressed in specialized settings.
These students are identified through the IEPT process. Novi students have access to
several consortium-type programs, which are operated by neighboring districts through
cooperative agreements and tuition arrangements. These may include programs for
students who have been identified under the categories of cognitive impairment, severe
multiple impairment, autism, visual impairment, hearing impairment, and physical
impairment. Prevocational training is available at the post-secondary level through
Visions Unlimited. Novi's youngest residents, those ages 0-3, may be served through
Early Intervention services provided by the Walled Lake School District. Additional out-
of-district placements also may be available through contractual arrangements with other
agencies, depending on the needs of the student, as identified by the IEP Team.

For more information about services for students with disabilities, contact the
Office of Student Services at (248)449-1207.

ACADEMICS
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Section 1561 of the Revised School Code states: “Except as otherwise provided in this
section, every parent, guardian, or other person in this state having control and charge of
a child from the age of 6 to the child’s sixteenth birthday shall send that child to a public
school during the entire school year. The child’s attendance shall be continuous and
consecutive for the school year fixed by the school district in which the child is enrolled.”
The Novi Board of Education believes that regular attendance in school is important to
the educational growth of the student; however, legitimate circumstances may exist
whereby a student is unable to attend school, such as:

+ Personal illness or illness in the family

¢ Death in the family

Court appointments

Religious holidays

Prearranged family vacations *

Medical appointments that cannot be made during out-of-school hours
24
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+ Other prearranged absences (including college visitation), provided pre-
approval is granted

+ Religious instruction and/or obligations, arranged in advance and verified by
written parental excuse

+ School-sponsored activities

+ School-imposed suspensions (absences due to disciplinary suspension will be
treated as “excused”)

Every school day is vitally important in the educational development of the student.
Punctual and regular attendance is essential for a student to do well in school. If an
absence or late arrival is necessary, parents/guardians should contact the attendance
office recording system.

A student will be considered truant if he/she is absent from school and unexcused for
more than five days in succession; or is absent from school for any reason10 days or
more in a 30-day period; or is absent 30 days or more for any reason in a school year.
Failure to earn credit or a grade may result from academic requirements not being
completed.

* Parents are encouraged not to take their child out of school for vacations. Any student
who is absent from school for vacations will be unexcused, except those who are going
directly with parents or legal guardians. This type of authorized vacation request must be
submitted to the principal in advance. Parents are encouraged to schedule vacations
during the generous break times provided during the school year.

CURRICULUM/ACADEMICS

Novi Community Schools places a high regard on student achievement in all academic
areas. Students experience the greatest level of success when they understand and
agree that academic learning comes first.

LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

The State Board of Education has the authority and responsibility to establish learning
expectations for Michigan’s public education students. To fulfill that responsibility, the
State Board has developed the Michigan Content Expectations.

A student possessing the skills meeting Michigan Content Expectations will, across all
academic and nonacademic content areas, be prepared to:

1. Gather Information. Research and retrieve information from a wide range of
primary and secondary sources in various forms and contexts.

2. Understand Information. Understand, synthesize, and evaluate information in an
accurate, holistic, and comprehensive fashion.
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3. Analyze Issues. Review a question or issue by identifying, analyzing, and
evaluating various considerations, arguments, and perspectives.

4. Draw and Justify Conclusions. Draw and justify conclusions, decisions, and
solutions to questions and issues by, among other things, using reason and
evidence, specifying goals and objectives, identifying resources and constraints,
generating and assessing alternatives, considering intended and unintended
consequences, choosing appropriate alternatives, and evaluating results.

5. Organize and Communicate Information. Organize, present, and communicate
information in a variety of media in a logical, effective, and comprehensive manner.

6.  Think and Communicate Information. Read, listen, think, and speak critically in
connection with any subject with clarity, accuracy, precision, relevance, depth,
breadth, and logic.

7. Learn and Consider Issues Cooperatively. Engage in shared inquiry processes,
in a collaborative and team-based fashion, with persons of diverse backgrounds
and abilities.

8.  Learn Independently. Engage in learning in an active, exploratory, independent,
and self-directed fashion.

9.  Create Knowledge. Create knowledge by raising and identifying previously
unconsidered or unidentified questions and issues; creating new primary
knowledge; and creating new approaches to solving or considering questions and
issues.

10.  Act Ethically. Adhere to the highest intellectual and ethical standards in
conducting all of the above.

ACADEMIC SERVICES

Counseling Department

Counselors provide both academic and career counseling as well as help students
develop positive decision making skills. Open lines of communication with parents are
maintained at all times, and confidentiality is strictly observed.

Media Center

A wide variety of services and opportunities are available to students through the media
center. Students may check out books, conduct research and produce multimedia
projects. The media center computers support Windows XP and have Internet access. A
security system blocks inappropriate sites. A media center orientation is conducted in the
fall for seventh graders. Research, media and computer skills are taught throughout the
year.

Literacy Interventions
Literacy specialists work with teachers and students to help implement academic
strategies and interventions.
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Reading Support
Reading support is available to students experiencing difficulty mastering the skills and

objectives of the reading program. Usually this difficulty is determined when a student is
reading a year or more below grade level. Entry into the program is based on teacher
referral and subsequent individual testing.

The reading support service provides the identified student with the opportunity for a
more intensive teaching effort of the skills being taught to the student in the regular
classroom.

A student's need for this service is usually evaluated on an annual basis.

HOMEBOUND/HOSPITALIZED INSTRUCTION

The District shall arrange for individual instruction to students of legal school age who are
not able to attend classes because of a physical or emotional disability.

Parents should contact the school administration regarding procedures for such
instruction. Applications must be approved by the principal/designee. The District will
provide homebound instruction only for those confinements expected to last at least five
(5) days.

Applications for individual instruction shall be made by the parent/legal guardian. A
physician licensed to practice in this State must: certify the nature and existence of a
medical condition; state the probable duration of the confinement; and, present evidence
of the student’s ability to participate in an educational program.

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS - Review of

In recognition of the rights of parents/guardians, the Board shall ensure that a
parent/guardian responsible for the care and custody of a pupil enrolled in the District
may do all of the following:

A. Review the curriculum, textbooks, and teaching materials of the school in which
the pupil is enrolled, at a reasonable time and place, and in a reasonable
manner.

B. Be present, to a reasonable degree, and at reasonable times and subject to
reasonable restrictions, controls, and limits, to observe instructional activity in a
class or course in which the pupil is enrolled and present. As used in this
subdivision, “instructional activity” does not include testing.

The Board may adopt reasonable policies or guidelines under this section.

Any parent who wishes to review materials or observe instruction must contact the
principal prior to coming to the school. Parents’ rights to review teaching materials and
instructional activities are subject to reasonable restrictions and limits.
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FIELD TRIPS

The term “field trips” applies to school sponsored activities conducted before, during, or
outside of regular classroom hours. The term includes trips associated with non-athletic
extracurricular activities, as well as academic school work. Field trips are an integral part
of the educational program and shall support the teacher in meeting curriculum
standards. The principal may approve field trips subject to availability of budgeted funds
and the requirements of Board of Education Policy #2340.

TUTORING

In the rare circumstance when tutoring is recommended or desired, parents may contact
the Office of Student Services at (248)449-1200 or each building office for a list of
available tutors. The employment of a tutor is the sole responsibility of the
parent/guardian and shall not be a requirement of the School District or a staff member.
The Board of Education has determined that it is a conflict of interest for a teacher of a
student assigned to their class to be a tutor for that student. The Community Education
Department, (248)449-1207, also offers tutoring programs.

STUDENT BEHAVIOR

CODE OF CONDUCT - STUDENT

The Board of Education of the Novi Community School District recognizes the following:

1. The primary intent of society in establishing public schools is to provide an
opportunity for learning.

2. Students have a responsibility to be accountable for their actions.

3. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a reasonable manner. When
this is not the case disciplinary measures are indicated.

4. Due process will be followed in all disciplinary cases. Procedures for
disciplinary action are discussed in Sections D and E under Debarment
Suspension, and Expulsion.

5. Administrators and teachers also have rights and duties. Administrators have
the responsibility for maintaining and facilitating the educational program.

6. The teacher has the discretionary authority to debar students from a class. The
principal or his/her designee is permitted to exercise discretionary authority to
suspend students, within the constraints imposed by law and District policy. The
Board of Education has such authority to impose student expulsions. The
following rules, regulations and due process statement are designed to protect
all members of the educational community in the exercise of their rights and
duties.
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Teachers, custodians, bus drivers, and administrators can be assured that the
Board of Education of the Novi Community School District will pledge its support
to disciplinary actions taken, provided that personnel have acted responsibly.
Nothing in this document regarding student rights shall limit the due process
rights of educators or non-certified school employees, nor shall this document
limit their use of the recognized or established grievance procedure.

A variety of influences play upon students and help shape attitudes and determine
actions. Among those influences are the home and the attitude it fosters, peer group
relationships, the news media, society and the attitudes and feelings prevalent therein,
as well as the school and its programs.

It is important to remember that the school’s rules apply going to and from school, at
school, on school property, at school-sponsored events, and on school transportation. In
some cases, a student can be suspended from school transportation for infractions of
school bus rules.

A. The student is expected to:

1.

2.

3.

Put forth every effort to achieve the highest academic level possible and to
develop high quality social habits;

Understand that with citizenship/school rights and privileges, comes
responsibility to act and react in an acceptable age appropriate manner;
Take advantage of opportunities to participate with the school staff in the
development of school and/or classroom rules at the student's developmental
level;

Recognize that there are channels (i.e. Student Council and/or building
principal) through which rules or conditions can be questioned or studied;
Understand that all individuals, regardless of race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, disability, age, height, weight, familial status, or marital status
shall be treated with respect; and

Understand that sexual harassment or discrimination of any nature, towards
any individual, will not be tolerated.

B. The parent is expected to:

1.
2.
3.
4
5.

6.

See that the student attends school regularly and is punctual;

Establish and maintain communication with the school;

Be responsible for the student’s health, personal cleanliness, acceptable
grooming and appropriate dress;

Assume responsibility in working with school personnel and community
agencies in solving behavior problems;

Develop and maintain in their children respect for lawful procedures and for
other people, their rights and their property; and

Teach their children respect for other’s property and reasonable behavior
towards other individuals.

C. The teacher is expected to:

1.
2.

Provide a positive climate for learning and teaching;
Work with students so they understand content standards and benchmarks;
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Help the students realize that as group members and/or individuals each is
important and that each should act in a responsible way;

Participate with other staff in formulating rules which relate to the school;
Know and enforce, consistently and fairly, the rules and policies of the school;
Report to the administration instances of serious misbehavior;

Use procedures appropriate for age, background, and level of maturity in
disciplining students; and

Seek conferences with parents and other school personnel in an effort to
understand students who display behavioral problems.

D. The principal is expected to:

1.

2.

w

7.

8.

Make known to, and interpret for students, parents, and school staff the
specific school discipline policies;

Formulate and implement plans with staff input for effective student
involvement in the development of recommendations which may affect school
policies and procedures;

Provide time at meetings for discussions of good disciplinary techniques;
Support all building personnel in maintaining appropriate and effective
discipline;

Arrange and be available for conferences with the staff, pupils, parents, and
others regarding discipline matters;

Attempt to solve more severe discipline cases by the use of varied
procedures;

Survey innovative educational programs and make necessary proposals to
the superintendent to help minimize discipline problems; and

Inform teachers consistently of principal’s/designee’s disciplinary action.

Due Process

The constitutional rights of individuals assure the protection of due process of law.
Therefore, this system of constitutionally and legally sound procedures is developed with
regard to the administration of discipline in the schools of Novi.

A
B.

Disciplinary authority shall be reasonable and fair.

Every effort shall be made by school personnel to resolve problems through
effective utilization of School District resources, in cooperation with the student
and the parent or guardian.

To the extent required by law, a student must be given the opportunity for a
hearing with the appropriate school administrator. A hearing shall be held to
allow the student and the parent or the guardian to contest the facts which may
lead or have led to disciplinary action, or to contest the appropriateness of the
sanction imposed by a disciplinary authority.

Debarment, Suspension and Expulsion

A. Debarment

Definition: Debarment is the temporary removal of a student from a
particular class, classes, or activity; but not from the building.
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Authority: A teacher, principal or designee (hereafter “Building
Administrator”) has the authority to debar a student based upon misconduct.

Procedure:

1. A debarment may be imposed by a teacher or building administrator
following an informal conference with the student during which the
student is advised of the misconduct with which he or she is charged,
and the evidence supporting the charge. The student is given an
opportunity to present his or her version of the alleged incident(s) during
the informal conference.

2. Reasonable efforts shall be made to notify the parent or guardian by
telephone, letter, or personal contact of the student’s debarment and the
reasons for the debarment. A written record of such contact shall be
made in all cases of debarment.

3. Adecision by a teacher to impose debarment may be appealed to the
building administrator. The decision of the building administrator to
impose debarment is not subject to appeal.

4. If deemed necessary in the teacher’s professional judgment, a student
may be immediately debarred from the classroom and sent to the office.
After the situation has been brought under control, debarment and/or
suspension procedures may be initiated.

Teacher Suspension of Student

Definition: A teacher may suspend a student from the teacher’s class,
subject or activity for up to one full school day in accordance with state
law and this Board policy if the student fails to comply with classroom
safety rules as established by the teacher.

For all other conduct, the teacher must handle the matter in accordance with the
standard disciplinary process established by the Board and used in the

school building. The teacher may also elect to not exercise the suspension rights
provided in this policy and handle the matter in accordance with the standard
disciplinary process used in the school building.

Procedure: The teacher must have good reason to believe that the student's
conduct in the class, subject or activity meets the criteria for the conduct noted
above.

If the teacher suspends the student, the teacher must immediately report the
suspension and the reason for the suspension to the school principal/designee in
writing. The teacher must send the student to the school principal, or the
principal’s designee for appropriate action. If the student remains in school, the
student shall be under appropriate supervision. The student will not be returned
that school day to the class, subject or activity from which he or she was
suspended without the concurrence of the suspending teacher and the school
principal/designee.
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As soon as possible after the teacher imposed suspension, but not later than the
next school day, the teacher must contact the student’s parent or guardian and
schedule a parent-teacher conference to discuss the suspension. The teacher
must report the outcome of the parent-teacher conference to the principal in
writing. Whenever practicable, a school counselor, school psychologist, or school
social worker should attend the conference. A school administrator will attend the
conference at the teacher’s, or the parent's or guardian’s request.

A record of the teacher imposed suspension will be kept.

This policy does not diminish the due process rights under federal law of a student
who has been determined to be eligible for special education programs or services
or Section 504 accommodations.

Short-Term Suspension

Definition: A short-term suspension is the denial of a student’s right to attend
the school day, be on school grounds, attend or participate in school functions
for a period not to exceed ten (10) school days.

Authority: The building administrator has the authority to impose a short-term
suspension based on misconduct.

Procedure:

1. A suspension may be imposed by an informal hearing involving the
administrator and the student in which the student is advised of the
misconduct with which he or she is charged and the evidence supporting the
charge. The student is given an opportunity to present his or her version of the
alleged incident(s) during the informal hearing.

2. Atthe discretion of the building administrator, parents and other persons may
be permitted to attend the informal hearing or otherwise provide information
which will assist in the resolution of the charge.

3. Upon the conclusion of the informal hearing, if the building administrator
determines that the student has not engaged in misconduct, the charge shall
be dismissed.

4. Upon the conclusion of the informal hearing, if the building administrator
determines that the student has engaged in misconduct, an appropriate
suspension not to exceed ten (10) school days may be imposed upon the
student by the building administrator.

5. Reasonable efforts shall be made to notify the parent/guardian by telephone,
letter, or personal contact of the student’s suspension and the reasons for the
suspension. A written record of such contact shall be made in all cases of
suspension.

6. Adecision by a building administrator to impose a suspension not to exceed
ten (10) school days shall not be subject to appeal.
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D. Long-Term Suspension or Expulsion

Definition:

1. Along-term suspension is the denial of a student’s right to attend school, be
present on school grounds, or attend any school function for a period in
excess of ten (10) school days

2. Expulsion is the total and permanent exclusion of a student from the Novi
Community School District.

Authority:

1. The Superintendent and the Assistant Superintendent of Administrative
Services have the authority to impose a long-term suspension based upon
misconduct.

2. The Board of Education has the authority to expel based upon misconduct.

Procedure:

1. Along-term suspension or expulsion may be recommended to the
Superintendent by a building administrator following an investigation of
charges of misconduct by a student, and an offer to the student and his or her
parents or guardians of an informal hearing involving the administrator and the
student.

2. At the informal hearing, the student (1) shall be advised of the misconduct with
which he or she is charged; (2) shall be advised of the evidence supporting the
charges; and (3) shall be given the opportunity to present his or her version of
the alleged incident(s). At the discretion of the building administrator other
persons may be permitted to attend the hearing or otherwise provide
information which will assist in the resolution of the charges.

3. Upon the conclusion of an investigation of the charges by the building
administrator and upon the conclusion of a requested informal hearing, if the
building administrator determines that the student has not engaged in
misconduct, the charges shall be dismissed.

4. Upon the conclusion of an investigation of the charges by the building
administrator and upon the conclusion of a requested informal hearing, if the
building administrator determines that the student has engaged in misconduct
which merits a long-term suspension or expulsion, the building administrator
shall make a written recommendation to the Superintendent that the student be
so disciplined, identifying the basis(es) upon which the recommendation has
been made. The building administrator may also impose an immediate
suspension of the student of up to ten (10) school days, pending further review
of the recommendation.

5. Upon receipt of a recommendation from a building administrator for a long-term
suspension or expulsion of a student, the Superintendent shall review such
recommendation and shall determine (1) whether to forward the matter to the
Board of Education for a hearing to determine the appropriateness of expulsion
or (2) whether to retain the matter for a hearing to determine the
appropriateness of a long-term suspension; or (3) to take such lesser action as
is appropriate.
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6.

If the Superintendent determines that either a long-term suspension or
expulsion is appropriate, then the Superintendent or the Assistant
Superintendent for Administrative Services shall schedule a hearing (1) before
the Board of Education when expulsion is at issue, or (2) before the
Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services
when long-term suspension is at issue. Such hearing shall take place within ten
(10) school days following the commencement of the student’s suspension.

. When expulsion is at issug, if the hearing cannot be scheduled before the

Board of Education within the ten (10) school day period or if it shall appear to
the Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services
that the Board of Education may not be able to conclude the hearing within the
ten (10) day period, the Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent for
Administrative Services shall offer the student and parents or guardians an
opportunity for an intermediate hearing before the Superintendent or the
Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services. Such hearing will take
place within the ten (10) school day period on the merits of the charges and the
propriety of continuing the suspension until the Board of Education can conduct
a hearing. The Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent for
Administrative Services, may impose additional days beyond the short term
suspension until such time as the Board can hold the hearing.

E. Procedure for Hearings Before the Board of Education, the Superintendent
or the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services
If the student and/or parents or guardians elect to have a hearing on the charges,
the following procedures will be followed:

1.
2.

3.

Evidence in support of the charges shall be presented.

Witnesses may be sworn at the discretion of the Board of Education, the
Superintendent, or the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services.

The student may be represented by counsel who may present witnesses or
evidence on behalf of the student as well as cross examine witnesses who
testify in support of the charges.

. The formal rules of evidence as apply in courts of law shall not apply, but

rather evidence of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent
persons in the conduct of their affairs shall be admitted.

. An opportunity for opening and closing argument shall be provided to both

parties.

. At the conclusion of the evidence, the Board, the Superintendent, or the

Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services, shall deliberate.

. Following such deliberations in a hearing before the Board of Education, the

Board shall, through an appropriate resolution adopted by a majority vote of its
members, either dismiss the charge or order the suspension, expulsion, or
other appropriate action, of the student based upon a finding that the charges
have been established through the evidence presented at the hearing.

. Following such deliberations in a hearing before the Superintendent or the

Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services, the Superintendent
or the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services shall either
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dismiss the charges or order the suspension, or other appropriate action,
of the student based upon a finding that the charges have been
established through the evidence presented at the hearing.

9. Within five (5) school days after the conclusion of the hearing, the student
and his/her parent or guardian will receive notice of the decision of the
Board of Education, the Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent
for Administrative Services.

Open or Closed Hearing Before the Board of Education

Prior to any hearing before the Board of Education, the Superintendent or the
Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services shall notify the student
and/or parent or guardian of the following:

+ their right by timely election, to have a hearing on the recommendation for
long-term suspension or expulsion

+ the date on which the hearing has been scheduled

+ that the hearing may be held in open or closed session at the student,
parent(s), or guardian’s request

A student and/or parent or guardian may not be given a hearing for the following
reasons:

+ failure to respond in a timely manner to a notice indicating their right to have a
hearing
+ by affirmatively declining the opportunity for a hearing

In such cases in which a hearing is not held and the issue is a long-term
suspension, the Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative
Services shall review the recommendation of the building administrator and make
an appropriate determination based on the evidence of the case.

Waiver of Right to Hearing/Voluntary Exclusion From School

A student, or a parent of a minor student, may waive the student’s right to a
hearing on charges alleging student misconduct and voluntarily accept exclusion
from school, school grounds, and school functions in excess of ten (10) school
days without such a hearing. Such exclusion shall be for a specific period of time.
During such period of exclusion the student shall not be allowed to reenroll. Such
voluntary exclusion is not a right of any student and shall be available only at the
discretion of the building administrator or Superintendent or the Assistant
Superintendent for Administrative Services.

Referral to Juvenile Division of the Probate Court

If long term suspension or expulsion is determined to be appropriate and the student is
under 17 years of age, the Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent for
Administrative Services may notify the juvenile division of the probate court of the matter.
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Re-admittance to the School District Following Expulsion

The following shall apply with regard to re-admittance to the Novi Community School
District after expulsion:

A.  The student shall not be readmitted to any school within the Novi Community
School System except by action of the Board of Education.

B. After an expelled student’s absence from school for the remainder of the semester
during which the incident leading to the expulsion occurred and the one regular
school semester following, the student and/or his or her parent or guardian may
seek readmission by applying to the Board of Education through the
Superintendent.

C. The Board of Education has the discretion to shorten or lengthen the time period
for application for re-admittance.

D. The Board of Education may readmit the student if he/she can satisfactorily
demonstrate that he/she has made a sincere effort at rehabilitation and
demonstrates a desire to return to the educational setting subsequent to the
expulsion and will not represent a threat to the safety and welfare of the students
of the Novi Community School District.

E. The Board of Education shall base its decision in part on the severity of the
incident leading to expulsion.

F.  The Board of Education may further qualify readmission upon specified conditions
which it determines are appropriate.

Students with Disabilities

The School District will discipline all special education students and other students with
disabilities in accordance with School District policies and applicable legal standards.

Student Conduct

To establish the best possible learning atmosphere, as well as to provide for the health,
safety and welfare of all students and employees of the Novi Community School District,
the following categories of misconduct have been adopted along with general guidelines
for consequences when a student engages in such misconduct. These standards of
conduct apply to all students for all activities of the District. This list is not intended to be
exhaustive, and includes, but is not limited to the following:

Disciplinary Action for Student Conduct Violation: The Revised School Code as amended
authorizes the Board of Education to debar, suspend or expel a student for misconduct.

A. Attendance
Daily attendance in all classes is necessary for school success. It is the law of the
State of Michigan that all students shall be in regular and continuous attendance
in all classes. Since repeated absence from school interferes with both individual
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progress and with the teacher’s ability to conduct the instructional program
effectively for all other students in the class, truancy may subject the student to
disciplinary action and failure to earn academic credit, and may result in referral to
the Juvenile Division of the Probate Court.

. Controlled Substance and Alcohol
Controlled substance shall include marijuana, cocaine and heroin and those
substances included within (or exempted from) the controlled substances
provision of the Public Health Code, MCLA 333.7101 et seq. or any successor
thereof.

The manufacture, distribution, sale, possession, use, or being under the influence

of the following substances is prohibited.

1. Alcohol or any alcoholic beverage, including “nonalcoholic malt beverages”.

2. lllicit drugs, including but not limited to those drugs described as a
“controlled substance” under either state or federal law.

3. Any abusable glue, aerosol or other chemical substance, including but not
limited to petroleum distillates, lighter fluid, and reproduction fluid for
inhalation.

4. Any prescription or nonprescription drug, medicine, vitamin or other
chemical including, but not limited to, aspirin, other pain relievers,
stimulants, diet pills, multiple or other type vitamins, pep pills, no-doze pills,
cough medicines, and syrups, cold medicines, laxatives, stomach or
digestive remedies, depressants and sleeping pills not taken in accordance
with the District’s authorized use of medication procedures.

5. Steroids, human growth hormones or other performance-enhancing drugs.

6. Substances purported to be illegal, abusive or performance-enhancing, i.e.,
“look-alike” drugs.

It shall not be a violation of this policy for a student to use or possess a
prescription or patent drug when taken pursuant to a legal prescription issued
by a licensed physician for which permission to possess and/or use in school
has been granted pursuant to the District’s medication policy.

These standards of conduct apply to all students while on school property or in
school-sponsored transportation, as well as to all student participants in any
school sponsored activity or function regardless of location, date, time.

. Cooperation with School Personnel
Students are required to obey all directives given by school personnel. Employees,
volunteers and contractors are prohibited from threatening to inflict, inflicting or
causing infliction of corporal punishment upon any student. However, Section 1312
of the Revised School Code permits a school employee, volunteer, or contractor to
use reasonable physical force in the following circumstances:

“(@a) To restrain or remove a pupil whose behavior is interfering with the orderly

exercise and performance of school district or public school academy
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functions within a school or at a school-related activity, if that pupil has
refused to comply with a request to refrain from further disruptive acts.

(b) For self-defense or the defense of another.

(c) To prevent a pupil from inflicting harm on himself or herself.

(d) To quell a disturbance that threatens physical injury to any other person.
(e) To obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object upon or within

the control of a pupil.
()  To protect property.”
MCL 380.1312

D. Criminal Acts
The students in the Novi Community School District are subject to the laws of the
United States, State of Michigan and local ordinances. The commission of, or
participation in, acts of a criminal nature while on school property, in school
vehicles, or while in attendance at school sponsored events, or otherwise related
to any school program, function, or activity is prohibited. Students involved in acts
of a criminal nature shall be subject to discipline at the discretion of the building
administrator up to and including recommendation for expulsion. The School
District will report such incidents to a student’s parent or legal guardian and to the
local law enforcement. School officials may take disciplinary action regardless of
whether criminal charges resullt.

The following list generally describes activities which are among those defined as
criminal under the laws of the State of Michigan. This list is not to be construed as
an exclusive list or as a limitation upon school officials to deal appropriately with
other types of criminal acts which interfere with the good of the school system or
the proper functioning by the educational process.

1. Arson
The intentional setting of fire, or doing any act which results in the starting of
a fire, or aiding, counseling, inducing, persuading or procuring another to do
such act or acts

2. Assault
A verbal threat or other act which places another in reasonable apprehension
of receiving an immediate battery

3. Battery
The willful or intentional objectively offensive touching of a person against
that person’s will

4. Explosives or Incendiary Devices
The use or possession of explosives or incendiary devices are not permitted
on school property, in school vehicles or at any school sponsored events or
activities

5. Extortion, Blackmail or Coercion
The obtaining of money or property by violence or forcing someone to do
something against his or her will by force or threat of force
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6. False Fire Alarm
The setting off the fire alarm when there is no fire

7. False Bomb Threats
A bomb threat or similar threat directed at a school building, other school
property, or a school-related event

8. Fireworks
The setting off of explosive substances or possession of same
9. Larceny

The taking of the property or belongings of another without permission of the
person entitled to such possession
10. Malicious Destruction of Property
The willful or malicious destruction or injury to the property of another
11. Robbery
The stealing from an individual by force or threat of force
12. Substance Abuse/Alcohol/Drugs
See Section B on Controlled Substance
13. Trespass
The presence in an unauthorized place or the refusal to leave when ordered
to do so

It is the intent of this section to prohibit acts of a criminal nature but not to require the
evidence of a violation in a resulting disciplinary proceeding to meet the same
standard of proof required in a criminal proceeding in court or to require evidence of a
conviction in a judicial proceeding as a precondition to initiating and concluding such a
disciplinary proceeding. Rather, the intent is to require a preponderance of evidence
as the standard or burden of proof and to permit disciplinary proceedings to occur
without regard as to whether judicial criminal proceedings have been initiated or
concluded relative to the alleged misconduct.

E. Disruptive Conduct
Disruption, Insolence, Insubordination and Intimidation: A student shall not engage in
any type of conduct that causes or has the potential for causing disruption or
obstruction of any function, process or activity of the school.

F. Physical Assault, Verbal Assault, Bomb Threat

1. Physical Assault (MCL 380.1310)
Under the provisions of MCL 380.1310 of the Revised School Code,
“physical assault” is defined as “intentionally causing or attempting to cause
physical harm to another through force or violence. MCL 380.1310 mandates
suspension or expulsion for up to 180 school days for students in Grade 6 or
above, who commit a physical assault at school against another student.

2. Physical Assault (MCL 380.1311a)
Under provisions of MCL 380.1311a of the Revised School Code, “physical
assault” is defined in the same manner as in “1.” above. MCL 380.1311a
mandates permanent expulsion for students in Grade 6 or above who commit a
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physical assault at school against an employee, volunteer, or contractor of a
school district.

3. Verbal Threat (MCL 380.1311a)
Verbal threat is defined as any willful verbal threat to inflict injury on another
person, under such circumstances which create a reasonable fear of
imminent injury, coupled with an apparent ability to inflict injury; or, the use of
offensive language directed at a person, where such language is likely to
provoke a reasonable person to physical violence. MCL 380.1311a requires
suspension or expulsion for a student in Grade 6 or above who commits a
reported verbal assault at school against an employee, volunteer, or
contractor of the School District.

4. Bomb Threat (MCL 380.1311a)
A bomb threat, or similar threat directed at a school building, other school
property, or a school related event by a student in Grade 6 or above by any
means shall be suspended or expelled from the school district for a period of
time as determined in the discretion of the school board or its designee.

G. Driving and Parking Lot Violations
Students who drive motor vehicles on school property are required to obey the laws of
the Michigan Vehicle Code, MCLA 257.1 et seq., and to obey the parking regulations
of the Novi Community School District. A student found by a building administrator, or
determined by a building administrator, based upon credible third party information, to
have violated said laws and regulations, shall be subject to a warning or revocation of
driving privileges and parental notification.

H. Fighting/Physical Violence
A student shall not engage in fighting or other physically violent behavior with any
other student, staff member or school visitor on school property, at bus stops, before,
and/or after school, or at school sponsored functions.

I.  Freedom of Speech and Assembly

1. Students are entitled to verbally express their personal opinions; however, such
verbal opinions shall not interfere with the freedom of others to express
themselves. The use of obscenities or personal attacks is prohibited.

2. Al student meetings in school buildings or on school grounds may function only
as part of the formal educational process or as authorized by the principal.

3. Students have the freedom to assemble peacefully. There is an appropriate
time and place for the expression of opinions and beliefs. Conducting
demonstrations which interfere with the operation of the schools or classrooms
is inappropriate and prohibited.

J. Freedom to Publish
1. Students are entitled to express in writing their opinions; however, the
distribution of such material may not interfere with or disrupt the educational
process. Such written expression must be signed by the authors.
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2. Students who edit, publish, or distribute handwritten, printed, or duplicated
matter among their fellow students within the school must assume the
responsibility for the content of such publications.
3. Libel, obscenity, and personal attacks are prohibited in all publications.
4. Unauthorized commercial solicitation will not be allowed on school property at
any time.
5. The distribution by students in the school buildings, on school grounds, or at a
school sponsored event of any material which advocates violence or the violent
overthrow of our government (and/or political system) is prohibited, such as:
a. Materials invading the privacy of another person
b. Materials offensive to a person’s race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, height, weight, familial status, or marital status

c. Materials encouraging illegal activity or a violation of school rules

d. Materials promoting a product or service not permitted for minors as a
matter of law

. Off Campus Misconduct

A student shall not engage in off-campus misconduct, where such misconduct causes
or is reasonably forecast to cause a “material and substantial disruption” to the school
or is a “true threat”. Violators will be disciplined as prescribed by the appropriate
section of this code.

. Off-Campus Misconduct at School Sponsored Events

Students at school sponsored events shall be governed by School District rules,
regulations, and this code of conduct, and are subject to the authority of School
District officials. Violators will be disciplined as prescribed by the appropriate section
of this code.

. Previous Misconduct in Another School System

A student who has been established through a due process hearing to have engaged
in misconduct resulting in expulsion or long term suspension in another school system
or who is alleged by school authorities to have engaged in misconduct in another
school system, public or private, but who has withdrawn from such school system
prior to same being established in a due process hearing, which misconduct, if true, is
of sufficient gravity to represent a threat to the safety or welfare of the students in the
Novi Community School District, will be required to attend a “Whether to Enroll
Hearing” with the Building Principal and/or the Assistant Superintendent of
Administrative Services to determine if the student poses a risk to Novi Community
School District students or staff and whether or not they will be allowed to enroll in the
Novi Community Schools.

. Tobacco

Smoking or possession of tobacco products is not allowed on school property, at
athletic events, on field trips, at dances, on school sponsored transportation, or at any
school sponsored functions.
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0. Weapons
In order to provide a safe learning environment for all children, our schools must be
weapon-free. Michigan law requires the Board of Education to permanently expel a
student for possession of a dangerous weapon on school property, which includes a
building, playing field, or property used for school purposes to impart instruction to
children or used for functions and events sponsored by a school, at a school activity,
or in a school vehicle. Michigan law defines a dangerous weapon as a firearm,
dagger, dirk, stiletto, knife with a blade over 3 inches in length, pocket knife opened
by mechanical device, iron bar, or brass knuckles. MCL 380.1313(4)

Students are strictly prohibited from the possession or use of weapons, as defined
below, on school grounds, in an area adjacent to school grounds while in the process
of coming on to school grounds, in school-owned vehicles or at school sponsored
functions or activities. A student found by a building administrator, based on credible
third party information, to be in possession of or to have used weapons shall be
subject to expulsion. Further, the School District will immediately report this incident to
a student’s parent or legal guardian and to the local law enforcement agency.

As a matter of District policy, the Board of Education may also exercise its discretion
to expel a student for possession of an object on school property, which includes a
building, playing field, or property used for school purposes to impart instruction to
children or used for functions and events sponsored by a school, at a school activity,
or in a school vehicle which may be used to cause or threaten harm to others.
Examples of such objects include, but are not limited to: fire arms, pellet gun, air
pistol, starter pistol, whether operable or inoperable or whether loaded or unloaded, a
reasonable facsimile of a firearm, a bomb, Molotov cocktail, sling shot, billy, bludgeon,
blackjack, sand club, metallic knuckles, gas ejecting container or device which will
either temporarily or permanently incapacitate, knife, dagger, dirk, stiletto, pocket
knife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, karate stick, stars, nun-chucks or
similar martial arts weapons or other objects or instruments a principal application of
which is to inflict injury or physical harm upon the person of another. A weapon shall
also include an object or instrument, which is not in and of itself a weapon as above
defined, but where the possession or use of same is coupled with an intent by the
student to inflict injury or physical harm upon the person of another.

If a dangerous weapon is found in the possession of a pupil while the pupil is in
attendance at school or a school activity or while the pupil is en route to or from, the
superintendent or his or her designee immediately shall report that finding to the
pupil's parent or legal guardian and the local law enforcement agency.

Section 380.1311(2) of the Revised School Code provides that if a pupil possesses, in a
weapon free school zone, a weapon that constitutes a dangerous weapon, then the
school board, or a designee of the school board, on behalf of the school board, shall
expel the student from the School District permanently. A “dangerous weapon” includes,
but is not necessarily limited to, a firearm, dagger; dirk, stiletto, knife with a blade over 3
inches in length; pocket knife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, or brass
knuckles.
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P. Search and Seizure
School Property
Student lockers, desks, closets, and other containers provided by the District for
student use are owned by the District. The District exercises exclusive control over
the described school property, which may be temporarily used by students for their

convenience with the District's permission, only. Students have no expectation of
privacy regarding such items of school property. Lockers, desks, and similar
containers are accordingly subject to random, suspicion-less search at any time by
school officials, with or without notice from the District or consent by the student or
his/her parent or guardian.

Lockers are School Property

All lockers assigned to students are the property of the District. At no time does the
school relinquish its exclusive control of its lockers. The principal or his/her designee
shall have custody of all combinations to all lockers or locks. Students are prohibited
from placing locks on any locker without the advance approval of the principal or
his/her designee.

Legitimate Use of School Lockers

The school assigns lockers to its pupils for the pupils’ convenience and temporary
use. Pupils are to use lockers exclusively to store school-related materials and
authorized personal items such as outer garments, footwear, grooming aids, or
lunch. Pupils shall not use lockers for any other purpose, unless specifically
authorized by Board policy or the principal or his/her designee in advance of pupils
bring the items to school. Pupils are solely responsible for the contents of their
lockers and should not share lockers with other pupils, nor divulge locker
combinations to other pupils, unless authorized by the principal or his/her designee.

Search of Locker Contents

Random searches of school lockers and their contents have a positive impact on
deterring violations of school rules and regulations, proper maintenance of school
property, and provide greater safety and security for pupils and personnel.
Accordingly the Board authorizes the principal or his/her designee to search lockers
and locker contents at any time, without notice, and without parent/guardian or pupil
consent.

The principal or his/her designee shall not be obligated, but may request the
assistance of a law enforcement officer conducting a locker search. The principal or
his/her designee shall supervise the search. In the course of a locker search, the
principal or his/her designee shall respect the privacy rights of the pupil regarding
any items discovered that are against school policy and rules.

Seizure

When conducting locker searches, the principal or his/her designee may seize any
illegal or unauthorized items, which violate Board policy or rules, or any other items
reasonably determined by the principal or his/her designee as a potential threat to
the safety or security of others. Such items include, but are not limited to the
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following dangerous weapons: firearms, explosive weapons, flammable material,
illegal controlled substances or controlled substance analogues or other intoxicants,
contraband and stolen property. Law enforcement officials shall be notified
immediately upon seizure of such dangerous items, or seizure that schools are
required to report to law enforcement agencies under the Statewide School Safety
Information Policy. Any items found by the principal or his/her designee shall be
removed from the locker and held by school officials for evidence in disciplinary
proceedings and/or turned over to law enforcement officials. The parent/guardian of
a minor pupil, or a pupil eighteen years of age or older, shall be notified by the
principal or his/her designee of items removed from the locker.

Searches of Person and Personal Property

If school authorities have reasonable suspicion that a student(s) may possess illegal
items (firearms, weapons, drugs, etc.) or other items reasonably determined to be a
threat to the safety or security of the student or others, or items which are used to
disrupt or interfere with the educational process, the administrator may search that
student’s person and/or personal property, including but not limited to, bags, brief
cases, satchels, purses and motor vehicles. Where practicable all searches will be
carried out in the presence of an adult witness.

Lockers

Students are assigned school lockers for use during the school year for the sole
purpose of storing supplies, clothing and other items essential to their daily needs
while in attendance in school. All lockers remain the property of the Novi Community
School District and school authorities reserve the right to conduct specific or general
searches as set forth above.

Seizure

lllegal items or other items reasonably determined to be a threat to the safety or
security of others, or items which are used or attempted to be used to disrupt or
interfere with the educational process, or contraband or other evidence of rule
violation will be removed from student possession. Items properly removed from the
person of a student, or found through a proper search, may be turned over to law
enforcement agencies and used in connection with criminal proceedings against the
student, as well as disciplinary action by the Novi Community School District.

Q. Discipline
When disciplinary measures are needed, due process rights of students will be
respected. Disciplinary action for violators of the Student Code of Conduct may
include a student reprimand, a meeting with the parents, short-term suspension,
long-term suspension and/or permanent expulsion.

PROPERTY- Care of

Students are urged to take pride in the appearance of their school, including buildings,
the furniture, and the surrounding property. No students shall damage, deface, or
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vandalize any property, buildings, grounds, vehicles, and/or equipment owned or
contracted for by the District. Any report of vandalism or theft will be investigated.
Students who violate this policy may be prosecuted, removed from school, or expelled. If
students are found responsible for vandalism or theft, the students and the
parents/guardians will be held financially accountable. Students responsible for an act of
vandalism or theft will be subject to disciplinary action and prosecution under the law.

ASSEMBLY BEHAVIOR

There will be programs of both educational and entertainment value. Programs include
performances by school as well as outside groups or individuals. Expectations for
assembly behavior include:

« Students are to sit in their assigned areas

o Students are to remain attentive and refrain from disrupting others.

« Students who are disruptive or cause disturbances during assemblies will be

removed from the assembly and further disciplinary action will be reviewed.
o At the conclusion of any assembly students are to remain seated until dismissed.

TECHNOLOGY CODE OF CONDUCT

Rights:

Each student has the right to make use of all hardware and software found on school
grounds in order to facilitate diversity and academic growth through use of technology in
compliance with the Novi Community School District Student Code of Conduct.

Responsibilities:

o Students will assume the responsibility for the care and proper use of all
hardware and software. Students will contact the appropriate supervisor if they
encounter problems with hardware or software.

o Students will not install, remove, relocate, or modify any hardware, software or

files other than their own unless staff permission is first obtained.

Students will obey all copyright laws

Students will not use inappropriate language at any time on the computer

Students will use printers for printing school related assignments only

Students will use scanners for school related assignments and only under the

direct supervision of an adult.

Students will follow the District's contract for internet use.

 Students will not use any libelous language that may result in prosecution and/or
legal action. Libel refers to defaming a person’s character, behavior or past.

« Students will keep programs of a destructive or monitoring nature off school

network or equipment.

Students will not corrupt or destroy other user’s data

Students will not violate the privacy of other users

Students will not disrupt the work of other users.

Students will not violate the security of the network
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If any of the above guidelines are not adhered to, appropriate disciplinary action will be
taken which may include, but is not limited to, loss of computer privileges.

Internet Usage Guidelines

Students may access District computers, technology, the District network, e-mail and the
internet to facilitate diverse learning styles and personal growth in technology,
information gathering skills and communication, as long as they are a responsible user.

The student is responsible for adhering to the Novi Community Schools Technology
Code of Conduct while using the network, all hardware, software, the Internet and e-mail
on school premises.

Responsibilities:
The student electing to use the District technology, the network, internet and e-mail as an
educational resource shall also accept the responsibility:

o For all material received under his/her user account

« To have a signed Internet Acceptable Use Policy Contract on file in the school
office

« To have a signed Permission to Publish Internet Documents form on file in the
school office if he/she will be publishing projects on a school web site. To monitor
all material received or sent via e-mail and the internet under his/her user account

« To keep copyrighted software of any kind from entering the school via e-mail, the
internet or from other devices or storage mediums such as disks, CD’s, USB
devices and other mobile storage devices.

 To keep all pornographic material, illegal or inappropriate text graphics, photo or
video files, hacking, password cracking, network monitoring, or other
inappropriate applications, viruses or worms, or files dangerous to the integrity of
the network from entering the school via e-mail, the internet or from other devises
or medium

« To obtain permission and supervision from the classroom teacher prior to using
any chat room, instant messaging system, or social networking sites

 To maintain the integrity of the District network and electronic mail system

« To only use the District assigned account and to report all violations of privacy,
unauthorized access and stealing of passwords

o To appropriately access the internet by not bypassing the District’s internet
filtering system through the use of proxy sites or other means.

Faculty has the right to view, modify and/or remove content of student's school-assigned
network accounts, e-mail accounts and view student computer and internet activity.

Copyright Laws
Copyright laws will be strictly adhered to when using the network, the Internet, e-mail,

and all technology devices such as computers, mobile devices, scanners, and video
equipment in the building. All violations of copyright laws, i.e. illegally copying
information, programs, music, video, or web pages without written permission from the
copyright holder, who is the author or producer, will be covered under the school larceny
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policy. All shareware is subject to the guidelines in this document. Walk-in students are
permitted in computer labs only with permission of the teacher using the lab. When using
an open computer lab, students must be prepared to present their student I.D. along with
their reason for computer need.

Network Usage/Electronic File Saving Guidelines

The NCSD provides student access to network servers for the purpose of providing
electronic file saving. The servers are available from all networked computers in the
building. Each student is assigned his/her own account name and password. Project
folders for class use are also available. The network server is to be used for curriculum
support only. That is, all files stored on the District network server must relate to
curriculum and instruction, school-authorized activities, or information about the School
District. The file server may not be used for games or application programs. Students are
requested to immediately notify staff of any unauthorized use of the network fileserver.
District administration or faculty may elect, at its sole discretion, to monitor any or all
student accounts.

Web Publishing Guidelines

The creation of a web page provides a means of two-way communication for the
purposes of sharing information with the School District and the world about school
curriculum and instruction, school-authorized activities, and other information relating to
our schools and our mission, and providing instructional resources for staff and students.
Publishing privileges are provided to students and staff through individuals who have
been authorized by the District. The following guidelines and responsibilities are
supplemental to the District Acceptable Use Policy, Internet Publishing Permission Form,
and Technology Code of Conduct.

Content:

e Al subject matter on School District web pages and their links must relate to
curriculum and instruction, school-authorized activities, or information about the
school District or its mission.

o  Staff or student work may be published only as it relates to a class project,
course, or other school-related activity.

e Students and staff are not to use the District's web pages to provide access to
their personal pages on other servers or online services.

Subject Matter:

o All pages must comply with District standards.

e Copyright laws will be followed. Copyrighted materials may be included only
with the express permission of the author, and with proper citations.

e Web pages and links may not contain material that is obscene, offensive,
threatening, intimidating, degrading or damaging to any individual, group or the
Novi Community School District, either materially or in terms of reputation and
standing.

o Links to external sites will enhance the educational value of content published
on District servers.

o Individuals may post their own web pages on servers of their choice, but these
may not affiliate with the District in any way that implies District connection to
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or responsibility for such pages without approval from authorized District
personnel.

o Students or staff will not infringe on the privacy of visitors to District servers
without explicitly declaring so in a clear privacy statement. Such statements
must detail what information is being gathered and how, and what it will be
used for. Examples of legitimate uses for such information would be alumni
information or online surveys.

Quality:
o All work should be free of spelling or grammatical errors.
e  Documents may not contain objectionable material or link to another page that
contains objectionable material. The judgment of staff will prevail.
o All pages must contain the date of the last update and the staff name or
student initials of the person(s) responsible for the page or the update.

Student Safeguards:

o Documents may not include any information which indicates the physical
location of a student at a given time other than attendance at a particular
school or participation in school activities.

o  Documents may not contain objectionable material or point directly or indirectly
to objectionable material.

¢ Documents must conform to school board policies and established school
guidelines.

Disciplinary Action Re: Infraction of Any of the Above:
Enforcement is first the responsibility of the classroom teacher. Administration will review
all cases referred to them for disciplinary action. The student has the right to appeal.

The student may:

1. Be advised to seek assistance in learning the proper procedure before he/she is
allowed to use District computer equipment;

2. Be required to make full financial restitution for damages;

3. Lose District network access, printing, scanning, e-mail, and access to internet
and all computer equipment privileges;

4. Be suspended from computer use by the administrator; and

5. Be suspended or expelled based on inappropriate behavior under the Student
Code of Conduct.

TRANSPORTATION POLICIES

Many students will ride a bus to school. Riding a bus is a privilege and may be taken
away from students if their behavior in any way endangers the safety of others on the
bus.

Students are expected to enter and exit the bus in an orderly fashion. The driver of the
school bus is in complete charge of the students riding that bus and students are
expected to respect and follow the directions of that driver. Should rules not be followed,
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the driver may issue a “Ticket” to that student stating the violation and problem. Such
tickets are forwarded to a building administrator for follow-up and disciplinary action. All
tickets must be signed by a parent to insure awareness of the problem and to seek
assistance in curbing any potential safety concerns. For the safe transportation of
students to and from school, the following common rules have been established,
although they certainly are not exclusive:

Stay off the roadway at all times while waiting for the bus

Keep hands and head inside the bus at all times.

No windows or doors are to be opened except by permission of the driver.

Students are required to enter and leave by the front door only.

The rear emergency door is used only in the case of emergency and students

must never open or close the door whether the bus is stopped or is in motion.

Students are required to cross in front of the bus and never behind it.

o  Students should not get off the bus at any stop other than their own stop.

e Any student disfiguring or mutilating a bus shall be suspended from riding the bus
until restitution is made. Students who see damage should report it to the driver
immediately.

e Loud, boisterous or profane language, indecent conduct, or throwing of articles
will not be tolerated.

o  Buses need to be kept clean, sanitary and orderly at all times. Smoking or eating
on buses is strictly forbidden.

e  Only authorized students or school personnel are permitted to ride school buses.

o Students are expected to respect the property of others and not to trespass on
private property when waiting for or leaving the bus.

o Students are expected to remain seated, and facing the front when riding the bus.

e Al students are expected to obey all school rules regarding appropriate behavior.

e Students are expected to be quiet at all railroad crossings

The Transportation Handbook is available at Elementary Building offices, on the District
web site and at the Transportation Department office.

BICYCLES

Student walkers are welcome to ride their bikes to school. The school does not assume
any responsibility for loss or damaged bicycles. We ask that parents discuss bicycle
safety with their child.

e Bicycle riders must follow all traffic rules. Helmets are required.

e Bicycles should be parked in the designated area during school hours.
Immediately upon arriving at school, bicycles should be placed in the bike rack
and not ridden again until dismissal time.

o Kindergarten students are strongly urged to refrain from riding bicycles to
school.

e  For security reasons, we recommend that bicycles be locked. We cannot
assume responsibility for loss or damage.
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DRESS CODE

The Board of Education believes that students must wear appropriate attire in order to
maintain an appropriate learning environment for education and that student behavior is
influenced by their attitude and dress. Each school has certain rules for dress that must
be adhered to. Students that dress inappropriately will be sent home to change. Dress
that reflects in a derogatory manner upon the race, religion, sex, or national origin of
members of the student body will not be permitted.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Electronic devices are considered to be cell phones, beepers, pocket pagers, PDA’s,
MP3 players, I-pods, laser pointers, video games, CD’s Walk Mans, radios, TVs, stereos,
and the like. PDA’s and laser pointers may be used only with permission of the school or
the teacher. Use of electronic devices during the school day is detrimental to the
educational environment and is therefore not permitted unless approved by the Board of
Education or its designee for special circumstances. Students are encouraged not to
bring electronic devices to school. If brought to school they are to leave all electronic
devices in their locker or the device will be confiscated and held for parent/guardian
pickup.

BULLYING/AGGRESSION

The Board will not tolerate any gestures, comments, threats, or actions to a student
which cause or threaten to cause bodily harm, reasonable fear for personal safety, or
personal degradation.

This policy applies to all activities in the District, including activities on school property
and those occurring off school property if the student is at any school-sponsored, school-
approved, or school related activity or function, such as field trips or athletic events
where students are under the school’s control.

Aggression: Aggression also can be any action, word, or gesture that hurts a person’s
body, feelings, friendships, reputation or property, regardless of the intent.

Bullying: Bullying is a form of aggression that is intentional, repeated, that involves an
imbalance of power between the people involved. Bullying can take the form of an action,
word, or gesture.

Bullying is defined as intimidation of others by acts, such as but not limited to:

Threatened or actual physical harm

Unwelcome physical contact

Threatening or taunting verbal, written or electronic communications
Taking or extorting money or property
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o Damaging or destroying property
o Blocking or impeding student movement

Aggressive behavior is defined as inappropriate conduct that is repeated enough, or
serious enough, to negatively impact a student’s educational, physical, or emotional well-
being. This type of behavior is a form of harassment, although it need not be based on
any of the legally protected characteristics, such as race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, disability, age, height, weight, familial status, or marital status. It would include, but
not be limited to, such behaviors as bullying, hazing, stalking, intimidating, menacing,
coercion, name-calling, taunting, making threats.

Any student who believes s/he has been or is a victim of aggressive behavior including
bullying or hazing, should immediately report the situation to the building principal or
assistant principal, or the superintendent.

HARASSMENT

Harassment of students is prohibited, and will not be tolerated. This includes
inappropriate conduct by other students as well as any other person in the school
environment, including employees, Board members, parents, guests, contractors,
vendors, and volunteers. It is the policy of the District to provide a safe and nurturing
educational environment for all of its students. This policy applies to all activities on
school property and to all school sponsored activities whether on or off school property.

Harassment is defined as inappropriate conduct that is repeated enough, or serious
enough, to negatively impact a student’s educational, physical or emotional well being.
This would include harassment based on any of the legally protected characteristics,
such as race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, height, weight, familial
status, or marital status This policy, however, is not limited to these legal categories and
includes any harassment that would negatively impact students.

Harassment through any means, including electronically transmitted methods (e.g.,
internet, telephone or cell phone, personal digital assistant (PDA), computer or wireless
hand held device), may be subject to District disciplinary procedures. Such behavior is
considered harassment whether it takes place on or off school property, at any school-
sponsored function, or in a school vehicle if it is considered to have a negative impact on
the school environment.

Any student that believes s/he has been/or is the victim of harassment should
immediately report the situation to the teacher, the principal, assistant principal, or may
report it directly to the Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services at the
Educational Services Building at 248.449.1203. Complaints will be investigated in
accordance with AG 5517.

Every student should, and every staff member must report any situation that they believe
to be improper harassment of a student. Reports may be made to those identified above.
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Not only is sexual harassment unlawful under both State and Federal law, but it is
contrary to the commitment of the Novi Community schools to provide a safe and
effective learning environment. District policy prohibits sexual harassment of students,
employees, Board members, volunteers, contractors or applicants for employment by
students, employees, Board members, volunteers or contractors. The District will not
tolerate sexually harassing behavior as defined by law and/or District policy. The District
also will not tolerate filing of false reports of sexual harassment or retaliation against
persons reporting allegations of sexual harassment or cooperating in the investigation of
such complaints.

Sexual harassment is defined as unwelcome sexual advances; requests for sexual
favors; other verbal, nonverbal, or physical conduct or communication of an intimidating,
hostile, or offensive sexual nature. It refers to behavior which is unwelcome, which is
personally offensive, which fails to respect the rights of others, or which otherwise
creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive employment or educational environment.
Sexual harassment does not refer to behavior or occasional compliments of a socially
acceptable nature.

Any person who feels they have been subjected to discrimination based on sex and/or
sexual harassment, insults or intimidation shall report the incident(s) to the Building
principal, assistant building principal, or counselor.

HAZING

“Hazing’ means an intentional, knowing, or reckless act by a person acting alone or
acting with others that is directed against an individual and that the person knew or
should have known endangers the physical health or safety of the individual, and that is
done for the purpose of pledging, being initiated into, affiliating with, participating in,
holding office in, or maintaining membership in any organization. Subject to subsection
(5), hazing includes any of the following that is done for such a purpose:

(i) Physical brutality, such as whipping, beating, striking, branding, electronic
shocking, placing of a harmful substance on the body, or similar activity.

(i) Physical activity, such as sleep deprivation, exposure to the elements,
confinement in a small space, or calisthenics, that subjects the other person to
an unreasonable risk of harm or that adversely affects the physical health of
safety of the individual.

(iii)  Activity involving consumption of a food, liquid, alcoholic beverage, liquor,
drug, or other substance that subjects the individual to an unreasonable risk of
harm or that adversely affects the physical health or safety of the individual

(iv) Activity that induces, causes, or requires an individual to perform a duty or task
that involves the commission of a crime or an act of hazing.”
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Reference: MCL 750.411t(7)(b)

Note: If the school club or organization does not have an official and approved initiation
procedure, and if no school staff is involved in the activity, there is a significant likelihood
that the activity may result in violation of this policy.

INSUBORDINATION

Students are expected to obey and follow the directions of school administrators,
teachers, and other supervisory staff. Students that ignore directives from staff members
will be subject to disciplinary action.
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