
  DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO 

PASTORAL CENTER        P. O. Box  85728       San Diego, California  92186-5728      Tel. 858-490-8200      Fax 858-490-8272 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Bishop Robert W. McElroy’s Statement on the  

Supreme Court of the United States Ruling on Same Sex Marriage 
 

 

Today the United States Supreme Court ruled that the historic definition of marriage as a 

relationship between one man and one woman is unconstitutional. 

 

The Catholic Church, along with other faith traditions, teaches that the nature of marriage 

and the family cannot be redefined by society, as God is the author of marriage and its 

corresponding gift of co-creating human life.  The legal recognition of marriage is not 

only about personal commitment but also about the social commitment that husband and 

wife make to the well-being of their children. It is for this reason that it is important for 

government to give a unique status to marriage between one man and one woman both in 

law and in public policy. 

 

The Catholic community of San Diego and Imperial counties will continue to honor and 

embody the uniqueness of marriage between one man and one woman as a gift from God-

-in our teaching, our sacramental life and our witness to the world.  We will do so in a 

manner which profoundly respects at every moment the loving and familial relationships 

which enrich the lives of so many gay men and women who are our sons and daughters, 

our sisters and brothers, and ultimately our fellow pilgrims on this earthly journey of life. 

 And commanded by the Gospel of Jesus Christ we will continue to reach out to families 

of every kind who are encountering poverty, addictions, violence, emotional stress or the 

threat of deportation, and to attempt to bring them faith and care, service and solidarity. 
 


