Off-camera they've stuck by each other
How THE through heady times and heartache.
What's the secret of TV’s closest cast?

FBIENDS STAY FHIEN DS




“Wa coma to work, have a great time and make each other laugh,” says Schwimmer
of life on the Friends set. “It's that working relationship that keeps us going.”

The Buddy

System

Embracing parenthood, surviving breakups, conguering
demons, the Friends grow up, but never apart

t's the Dec, 17 mping of Friends, and hic 15

a :|'_IIII.I.'!| lowedest for the show's |’.|rr:; ol Six

Satting on @ sofa berween takes, Mandhew

Ferry has an arm around Courteney Cox
Arquette as they giggle over a privare joke,
fenmiter Amiston plops down beside them,
and he rubs her back; later the girls start
preening each other™s razor-straight hair
When the theee join David Schwimmer and
Man LeBlane tor a SCEMeE -.rh-:':'{' I:|'.:'v rnlﬂf
over a porn video (Lisa Kudrow's diesy
Phoebe Buffay may have stumbled into skin
flicks), the actors can't help cracking each
aither up during the gake. Fonally they naal i,
and there are whoops all around,

Juvemiler Mavbe, Bur a fter s1x seastns,
frue team spini, not to mention chain-reac-
rion laughter (trigeered this dme by the wise-
cracking Perev], still rules, When the NBC
comedy about a clan of charmingly neurotic
Manhattan twentysommecthings frst aired i
1994, much was made of an ensemble crew
so mumaally suppormve and oighr-kmir thesy
seembed o be joaned ac the hip, The cast mem-
bers plaved poker and shopped together; they
even took a held trip to a paint-your-own
pottery studio and rolled the dice in Las Ve
gas, “1think it was the very hirst notes ses-
sion, Courteney was sittingg in one of her
costars' laps or they were sitting in hers,” re
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Aniston and Cox
give each olher the
squeeze ol an AIDS

fund-rakser in LA
in Junse 1898,
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Hudrow (il Perry, Cax

and Aniston at a 1995 ..
pediatric AIDS benefit in
L.A.] has calked the groap
oulragecusly suppord-
vt of gach oiher®
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LeBlanc (with Rancée Melissa McEnight) is “the
biggest teddy bear on the planel.” Aniston has sald.

N -
Schwimmer squired his glrifriend, |sraeli actress A wild and erary gy, hushand David Arguette (monkeying arund with Hamry the sloth
MIN Avital, 10 LA.S Doclittle Theaber kast year. at Busch Gandens in Tampa By, Fla., in June) has helped the cautious Gox ligivten wp.
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calls Tom Selleck, who plaved Cox's love interest in the
third sesan, "E‘l.'::r:.'l'u:ﬂ'g.‘ weaak kind of there for evervbody,
It's more the exception than the rule in this business when
you see thar, They eat lunch vogether,” adds Selleck, “and
that doesn’t happen on many sets.” James Burrows, who ds-
rected such legendary ensemble shows as Taxd and Cheers
and swho modded .;':u:l:r' {'[!-i'«-:ll,l-l.'\ of Frigends, Aprees; “'['I-";-:,-
do more things together than most casts, and it's amanng
thar they do, as difficult as it is for them to keep away from
the paparazzi. Bur,” he savs, “they still love one another™

They're preery wild abour the ratings too. These days,
Friends s one of TVS wop-ranked come regulardy plac
ing i the Top 5 on the MNielsen list, Last week it won the
People’s Choice Favorite Television ';-:I:-I'l'll.'-i‘l'!.' Series Award
(at the ceremony for which, by the , Amiston and
Kudrow arrive a couple, holding hands as they walked
down the red carpet), The show's appeal, believes execu-
rive producer Kevin Bright, stems from the Face that it
“halds U A fMFroT 0o the lide of B Xerg who are znill de-
ciding abour careers and what's important to them. No
marter who vou are, it's a reflection of where vou're head-
ing, where yvou are, or where you've been—and that's a
restimony to the writing.™ Bur much of the credit also goes
v a cast that just keeps clicking on-camera and off, “Trs
nirt 3 conscious thing—we like cach other rremendously
andd get along very well,” savs Schwimmer, 33, who plays

Thiry"ve kil mim abowt their futsne, bul Aniston and Brad Pit (at the LA,
premiene of Fight Club in Octaber) have talked about the joys of marriage.

the endeanngly nerdy Ross Geller, *"We're having as miuch
fum as we did the first year, if not more,”

Granted, the gang no longer throws weekly wrap par-
ties or gathers on Thursday nighes to nibble on munchies
and warch the show. Having seen each other through all
manner of growing pains—everything from drug addic-
tien tor broken bearts and do-or-die contract negotiations—
the costars have ventured their separate ways in both their
personal lives and solo movee careers. But they're nowhere
near the ]"I!-i11|., as U .-"Lnllm'!ll' pice jokingly pl'l.'dil..[l:d,
where *we all go to our beg railers and never speak.” “As

older, we spend maore rime with our sigmificant

1 of course the dynamic changes,” says S5chwim-

urrently danng acrress Mili Avieal, 27, *When

we lunch together at the commissary or in onc of

our dressing rooms and just catch up, We've really grown
to be brothers and sisters more than anvthing else.”

The cast has mellowed into an extended—and ever-
extending—family, embracing new members as readily
as they swap hugs on a soundstage at the Warner Bros.
lot in Burbank, where they tape some 24 shows a vear
When the 35-yea r-old Cox, who F!-|:1:.'1 Monmica Geller,
married then-2 V-vear-old actor Dravid Arquerte last June,
her buddies didn’t just show up for the happy affair at
San Francisco's Grace Cathedral; they had nersed her
through the birter end of a §¥-vear romance with actor
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Kudrow (with son Jullan in "08) said that while she and husband
Michel Stern have na plans, “we'd definitely like anather [child)

Michael Keaton in 1995, Her girl Friends helped plan the
wedding and pick her Valentino silk=crepe gown, and
Kudrow stood by as a jittery bur ecstatic Cox had her
makeup done in the bridal suire.

They also made sure to stand by Aniston, 30, when
she began dating Brad Pirt, 36, in 1998, Careful to make
him feel welcome, the cast remained friendly bur unfazed
when the superstar visited the set to celebrate the show’s
100th episode that ODctober. *They don't feel different
fram him, because Brad and Jen have had the same rela-
tionship problems as anybody else,” says actress Jessica
Hecht, who plays Susan, the lesbian wife of Ross's ex. In
fact, Aniston has experienced her own share of hearr-
break, much like her character, Rachel Green. The ac-
tress, whio broke up with actor and live-in bove Tate Dono-
van in 1998, often turned to Perry when she needed a
shoulder to cry on, “He really helped me when 1 was go-
ing through a relationship problem,” she told PEOPLE in
1995, “He's a great listenec.”™ These days, which she has
described as the happiest time of her life, Aniston hangs
out with fellow lovebirds LeBlanc, 32, and his hancée,
maodel Melissa McKnight, 34, ar her antiques-filled house
in Lavrel Canyon or ar Pirt’s multiterraced Craftsman
home nearby in the Hollvwood Hills.

The actors also rallied "round Kudrow, 36, when she
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Battiing addiction in 1997, the skeletal Perry lold Cosme he mew
it weould be okay “whon | realized Leno wasn'l making fun of me."

and her husband, ad exec Michel Stern, 42, were expect-
ing their first baby, Not only could chey nor keep their
hands off Kudrow's growing belly, Cox, Aniston and the
women on the show threw her a blowour baby shower-
cum-tea party at L.A's posh Peninsula Hotel. Now, when-
ever Kudrow brings 20-month-old Julian to the set, her
costars po gaea, * They're so affectionate, you could kind
of see them thinking, ‘Tt's going to be my mwrn one of these
days,”™ says Wil Calhoun, a former Friends writer and
supervising producer. “[Julian’s] amazing,” LeBlanc told
IM 5TYLE in 1998, The actor, who plans to wed later this
year, even offered to babysit—a dry run, perhaps, for his
future family, which will include McKnight's children
from her first marriage—Tvler, 8, and Jacqueline, 4. =1
guess we're just getting a little more domestic,™ Kudrow
told I STYLE in December, “1 can™t believe how much
they listen to me talk about the baby—and 1 thank them
for thar,”

Sharing 15 one thing, sntching another. Fiercely pro-
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tective of each other’s privacy, no one in the
group ever goes against the family—and chey
know how to close ranks when besieged by the press. In
1997, when concerned cast members saw Perry (the seli-
deprecaring Chandler Bing) grow more emaciaced by che
|.‘|.|.!.', they kri:ll mum until the acror revealed he was ad-
dicted to the prescnption painkiller Vicodin, which be had
been taking for ingurses following a jet-ski acodent. *When
he was going through that,” recalls June Gable, who plays
the chain-smoking agent of Joey Tribbiam (LeBlanc),
*Courteney Cox, particularly, was like a mother vo him.
And everyone, all the cast, supports each other, Thev're
just there, hike rocks.™

After Perry, 30, checked himself into Minnesota’s
Hazelden Foundarion, his costars monitored his progress
bur 1ssued only bovet public statements on how impressed
they were by his courage. Perry himself is pleased with his
trivmph over addiction. “1 am proud of ir,™ he said in 1998,
*1 don't think there’s anything in the world that T can't face,
having faced that, Thar was the scariest thing that's ever
happened to me. You ger a whole new respect for yourself
and hife when Wira e thira mEh hr:ll'l“"l‘hil:t: 1|'|.l1 I.!Il'ﬁl.,'l.llt."

The cast’s silence during Perrv's ordeal, according to
Kudrow, is a testament to their solidarity. “Reporters
would ask us questions about each other, like *“Whar do
vou really think of so-and-so?" " she once explained.
“Those questions fele really personal to me, and [ knew
these people had become part of my life.” The all-for-
one, one-for-all attimede can also kick in when other actors
rub them the wrong way. "If someone comes on and alien-
ates e ol s, then the L:-I!]'irr ﬁw.' il.l'l.I! i.hul !h{'m |::-|.|r._"
LeBlane told the Fort Worth Star-Telegram in 1995,

From the start, an unofficial equal-opportunity policy

Ay

Cox will rapriss har role as & gutsy TV
reparier in the February tingler Scraam 3.
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Anizton, who starmed with Paul Rudd in 1506 The Object
af My Afection, sasd H was the first film he was proud of.

LeBlanc (with Perry al a 1994 celeb hockey match in Los Angeles)
hias gakd he has no plang 1o léawe "the coalest job in the world.”

has helped keep the cast thick as thieves on the set. At-
LEF MOVINE 0o 4 new soundstage a few vears ago, they ac-
tually drew straws to see which actors would ger the rwo
larger dressing rooms, and the prized suites are rotared
annually, *This vear Courteney and [ are the locky devils,”
says Schwimmer, A pie charr was once posted in the wrir-
ers’ room to ensure that all six characrers got the same
number of lings and jokes, but mow such fairness is taken
fior Hr:lllll‘il |1}' cast and crew. The result? Mo breakoair
star—or overripe egos. “ As they say, the fish stinks from
the head,” says dirsctor Burrows. ®And since there s no
head on thar show,
there’s no stnk.” Adds
Schwimmer: “The one
thing thar has evolved as
each of us has marured
15 our ability to commu-
nicate. There’s no one
peacemaker. If anyvthing
happens to arise be-
fwieen one EJ{ LULY |.||||J A=
ather, we go rght 1o the
person and say, “Listen,
this hurt me or this
bothered me" It's be
cause of those skills
we've developed over
the last s1x vears thar we
do get along 5o well.”
Nt Do mention a m-
twal realization rhar
there 15 safety in num-
bers. For while they
have all rroed mowvie
projects with varyving de-
grots Ol
Friends have discovered
that happiness lies near
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the nest. At first, Perry told ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY,
“it was just a big deal that we were getting the offers.
"Wow, vou gor a movie? Great!'™ Schedules had to be
adjusted—the cast, tor example, had to work double shifts
[11] ngﬂ '1I- !I.I..'»,.'I::If[ll'l'll'll;[i“l' !'Il. h\'«'il'ﬂ:rl{'l '-'r'l'l-l'll. I'Ir WS ‘|;|!rr|-
ing Six Days, Seven Nights. But such outside pressures
have onlv drawn them closee, “We all made movies and
realized, no no no no—this is where home is,” Perry told
TV Guide in 1993,

Even so, their commimment ro the show, which bounced
back with critics and fans last year, 15 not unconditional.
Back in 1997, the Friends famously banded together to
negotiate a salary bump-up that would give cach of them
5120,000 per episode. It was probably the first time
where vou had six people ted together [nancially],” savs
director Burrows, That contract expires in May, and sev-
eral cast members have insisted they would not return i
one of them bailed.

In November, when asked if she was bored with the
sitcom, Kudrow, who has a thriving film career and 15 the
only cast member to have won an Emmy, said she was
unsure. The show's executives say it's too early 1o specu-
late if anyone will leave, In the meantime, no ofhcial ne-
gotiations have been announced, but it"s estimated the
network is prepared to double their salaries. “None of
us have heard anything,” says Schwimmer, who, like his
costars, 15 already eaming enough syndication residuals (o
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keep himi in the money for the foreseeable fu-
ture. “We're just focusing on having a good time
and doing the best work we can,™

And a good time is being had by all. The guys bartle
it out playing Super Mario during breaks. Trading gos-
sip and decorating tips, the girls are especially close and
always will be, Aniston rold Eolling Stome last March:
“Try getring us our of our dressing rooms when one of
us is needing to ralk. .. . We're like, this is prionity. Friend
im need!™ And the posse keeps hounding Perry tor listen-
N 1o all those brooding Torn Amos and Sarah McLach-
lan ballads, which make everyone blue,

Back at the taping, someone somewhere 15 reaching
out to touch someone else, When newcomer Reese Wirh-
erspoon, who plays Rachel’s bratey kid sister for two
episodes airing next month, flubs a line during a scene ar
Central Perk cafe, Aniston gives her—whar else?—a hig
hug. Life without the Thursday Mighe Six# “T can’t imag-
ine showing up for work and abour to rehearse a scene
at the cottee shop with one of the cast gone,” muses
Schwimmer “1 just wouldn't want 1o be here,”™
= Paula Chin
= Tom Cunneff, Mark Dagosting, Michelle Caruso and Blizabeth
Leenard in Los Angeles

Discuss Friends on PeoPLE on ADL (Keyword: People)

A the Jan. 9 People's Choloe Awards, Schwimmer crodited “a certain chemistry™ with the show's success. And “no egos,” Anlsion added.
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