Endangered languages listing: ABOM [aoDb]
Number of speakers: 15 (2002).

The existence of Abom was discovered during a 2002 SIL survey in the Trans-Fly region,
Western province, Papua New Guinea (Jore and Aleman 2002). It appears to belong to the Tirio
family of languages; a wordlist showed lexical similarities of 14%, 12% and 11% respectively to
the Tirio family languages Bitur (Mutum), Baramu and Makayam. The Tirio languages are
members of the large Trans New Guinea family (Wurm 1975; Ross 2005).

The Abom language is moribund, since it is only spoken by older generations. The language
was formerly spoken in a village to the northeast of Tewara village (Bitur language area).
However, the village has disbanded and the villagers have moved to the villages of Tewara,
Lewada (Makayam language area), and Mutam (Wipi language area). The middle-aged Abom
people now use the languages of their adopted villages, and have only a passive understanding
of Abom. There are no children that speak or understand the language.

Language resources:

Comparative wordlists for Abom and ten other villages in the Trans-Fly region (161 entries):
appended to Jore and Aleman 2002).
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