.ill"lfi!'u:ul'nlu

3.2.2.

THE 1916 RISING:
PERSONALITIES &
PERSPECTIVES

an online exhibition

Those who set the stage
Those who would resort to physical force

John Devoy, Joseph McGarrity and Clan na Gael

Clan na Gael directly contributed to the Rising by providing American funding and arms for the Irish
Volunteers.

John Devoy (1842-1928) was born into a family living in a cottage on half an acre at Kill, Co. Kildare. The
family moved to Dublin where he was educated by the Christian Brothers at O’Connell’s Schools on North
Richmond Street, at Marlborough Street model school, and at Strand Street model school, where he became a
paid monitor for a couple of years before finding more remunerative employment as a clerk.

Devoy came into contact with political activists while learning Irish at evening classes, eventually being sworn
into the secret society known as the Fenians in 1861. After a year with the French Foreign Legion in Algeria,
he settled in Naas, Co. Kildare, where he worked as a Fenian organiser. The Fenian leader, James Stephens, next
entrusted him with the recruitment of Irishmen in British regiments. He was eventually arrested in February
1866 and sentenced to fifteen years penal servitude; he was released in 1871, having served four years in various
British prisons. On his release he emigrated to the United States.

Around 1873 Devoy joined Clan na Gael (founded in 1867) which under his leadership became the premier
Irish-American nationalist organisation. One of his most spectacular coups was the daring rescue of six Fenians
from penal servitude in Fremantle, Australia in 1876 by means of the whaler Catalpa. He engineered an
agreement with the other major Irish separatist organisation, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, creating a joint
revolutionary directory. Under his leadership, Clan na Gael contributed significant financial support to the Land
League in the period 1879-81. It also supported Parnell’s Irish Parliamentary Party, but considered Home Rule
an inadequate settlement and only of use as a stepping stone to complete independence.

Devoy worked mainly as a journalist in New York. In 1903 he established and edited a successful paper, the
Gaelic American, with Tom Clarke as assistant editor for a period. Under the leadership of Devoy, Clan na Gael
supported many of the Irish nationalist projects of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including
the Gaelic Athletic Association, the Gaelic League, Arthur Grifhith’s United Irishman, and the Irish Volunteers.
Regarding the Irish Volunteers as potentially an army of insurrection, the Clan supported the organisation with
funding and consignments of arms; it is believed to have contributed $100,000 towards the Rising between 1913
and 1916. The Clan also worked hard to promote anti-British feeling and so prevent the entry of the United
States into the war on the side of Britain.

In 1914, Devoy took a leading role in promoting a lecture tour of the United States by Patrick Pearse to save Saint
Enda’s School from closure. That same year he hosted Roger Casement, later funding his mission to Germany to
procure arms and to recruit Irish prisoners of war for service in the proposed insurrection. He was also involved
in exploiting the funeral in Dublin (1 August 1915) of the veteran Fenian, Jeremiah O’Ronovan ‘Rossa’, who
died in New York, as an occasion for the outpouring of extremist national sentiment.

Devoy was kept abreast of plans for the 1916 Rising, being in the confidence particularly of Clarke, Pearse and
Joseph Plunkett. Although then in his seventies, he wanted to take part, being thwarted only by his failure to get
the necessary travel papers in time.
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Title-page of Devoy’s Recollections of an Irish Rebel (1929).
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The Gaelic American newspaper (Sept 1903-1927) was published by Devoy to promote the work of Clan na Gael.

(Ms. 18,075).
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FINAL CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION.

‘:T. Y 1 IN THE COUNTY COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
State of Iinois, | e s
R Vi | ey V74 :-n“:: i n‘nor‘i’f’::u:

§¢ it Memembered, That on theeeee—C s / t]nyné{i

the year of our Lord (
the County Court of

~.in

et l!m: and Eight Hundred and Ninety; L3

e pérsonally appeared before
}, in the Stﬂtc uf rc‘*uud (the aq‘]e h(,mg a Cﬂurt (rE Record, h'l‘i'll]a common

~ e S R

-
e person, above the age of 2_1 "’curs, and applied to the said Court to be
o becpfue a naturalized citizen of the United es of America, pursuant to the several Acts
of Cong| s | hetetofore passed on that subject; and the s.ud applicant having thereupon produced to the
Court, Record testimony showing that he has heretofore reported himself and filed his declaration of his
intention to become a citizen of the United States, according to the provisions of the said several Acts of
Congress, and the Court being satisfied, as well from the oath of the said applicant as from other satis-
factory evidence, that the said applicant has resided within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the
United States for at least five years last passed, and at least one year last passed within the State of
Ilinois, and that during the whole of that time he has hehaved himself as a man of good moral character,

admitted

attached to the principles contained in the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good |
order, well being and happiness of the same ; and two years and upwards having elapsed since the said
applicant reported himself and filed his declaration of his intention as aforesuid, IT WAS ORDERED,

that the said applicant be permitted to take the oath to suppo ¢ Constitution of the [Tnited States,

e ] = g

and the ugnal oath )"h'j'”'h} he renounced all allegiance and to every forégfvu 1ice, Potentate,
Yo~ T ot

subject, wé]} &\{oath having been

/ and Snvmclgnoj whatever, and more particularly to the:

//}-b:-. < "}[’ € oil.....whereof he was heretofore
administered to the sgid applicant by the Jmlg,e\of said
/ \

3t was Drdered/by the Court, tthe said R e e
-
T8ente X7 Tirzr, ——n

be admitted{o all and singulady the rights, privileges and imzpm;itics of a naturalized citizen of the United
Stafes, '"U that the same be certified by the Clerk of this Coyn under the seal of =aid Court, accordingly.

In Testimony Whereof, I, PHILIP KNOPF, Clerk ofpaid Court,

have hereunto affixed my Iﬁd "h/jp“] of the said Cofirt, at Chica,
- - 4
((—- f-(( ‘s ﬁ{r}"

in suid County, this 7T (_//-' A day nf/

A. D. ]5'?‘5‘ :?/nf the Independence of ilm/]mtetl ‘atutm, the one

% /l,”(,"; 4, Y4 "-'.' 2 >

Iﬂisrl' of the County \'.':ﬁ:rf of /Cook County. J

Devoy became a naturalised United States citizen in 1895. (Ms. 18,063).
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The Defence of Ireland Fund was one of the means by which Devoy contributed to promoting his objectives in

Ireland. (Ms. 18,091).
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Letter by Sir Roger Casement detailing contributions by Devoy, 24 Sept. 1915. (Devoy’s Post Bag, 1948)
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Statement by Devoy on the Rising.




Statement by Devoy on the Rising.
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Joseph McGarrity and Col. Rickard O’Sullivan Burke, a Fenian who served in the Union army in the American Civil War.
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McGarrity’s pub in Philadelphia.




Fenian Days, 1909.




Fenian Days, 1909.




Fenian Days, 1909.




Circular letter by McGarrity promoting Patrick Pearse’s American tour raising funds for Saint Enda’s School in 1914.
(Ms. 17,476, McGarrity Papers).
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The Irish Volunteers were sometimes styled the Irish National Volunteers, especially in America.

Certificate acknowledging a contribution by McGarrity to the Irish National Volunteers.
(Ms. 17,646(4), McGarrity Papers).
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James Smith who made trip to Ireland as special messenger from the
Clan-Na-Gael lived at 2419 south Mole st Philadelphia, was born in
Iyrone Ireland, he had a brother killed in the worid war on the .nglish
8lde, and had been a member of the Board of .'rrin Hibernians this
connection and letters from his mothor in Ireland made it possible for
him to get a Pasport und make the trip when it was very hard to get a man
who could get & pasport and at the same time be willing and trustworthy
to go, he brought the last instructions to Tom Clark before the Easter
fising, following instructions he called on Tom Clark at his shop and
residence on Great Britain St Dublin, on entering he asked for a Cigar
Tom Clark appeared suspiclous of him or perbans he was suspicious of
4 man who enlered Toms shop about the same tim: and was undoub tedily
watching Smith who was a stranger in town, Tom gave Smith the Cigar and
looking towards the door (that is the stors door) and keeping his eye
on Smith and the party that followed Smith into the store he told his
little girl te give he gentleman his chunge and backed into the door
leading to the residence part of the house, and did noi come out 4gain
until Smith left if he came at all, he was evidently fearful of a trap
and took no chances,

Smith lefi the Clark shop and procesded to btake the next train
north to Tyrone whers he sought and found Docior Patrick MeCartan and
through znother party delivered the message, which reached Tom Clark the
following djay, sec Smiths own narrative and Doctor McCartan's also.

kiss Plunket, (Count Plunket's daughterj followed Smith with the message
and some funds, we did not know when Smith volunteered to make the trip
that Liss Plunket was available, “mith did his service to Ireland well,
he acted wisely and discreetly and deserves the pgratitude of hie countrymen
His narrative glves dates ete,

Pebruary 12th 1916
deceived the following mensage from Patrick H Pearsa,

"Send ifles to Limrick, between Cood Ariday and ksster Sunday; May have
to Strike before them, but in any casc cannot delay longer, men would be
impriscned, answer,.

Note there was considerable delay in getting the answer ready as
the German representetives in ameriea had to be interviewed several times
and they in turn had to code cable their Governmant , when we finally got
from the Germans 41 statement of what they proposed to do the following
message was sent, to Pearse and Clark.

Harch 9th 1916
“ill send 20.000 ifles, 10 lachine Guns, Small Boat's, to place near Tra-
lee, between 23rd and 25th april,.
The Je Ds met on March I0th at 23 last 94th st New York, ILynch
who was in asmerica was returning to Ireland and we sent by him 2300 pounds
to the Volunteers.
Saturday Night April 22nd I916 at 11.5C P m I received from D. F. C.
Kew York the following mescage ( remember this would be sbout #ive oelock
in Ireland Faster sunday morning, - The message from Valincia Ireland
and relayed to me by telephone was as follows " Tom successfully operated
on today] "0O'Sullivan" '
This was arranged beforehand.
Note I answered " Thank God" and burning with exijgjfént and a

xlety
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Memorandum by McGarrity on 1916. (Ms. 17,550).



