TOP STORIES: 31 May - 6 June 2014

Merkel backs Juncker but EU member states still at odds: National leaders are still
discussing who should lead the new European Commission following the European elections.
While the EPP Group is the strongest in the Parliament, it is still unclear as to whether the
EPP candidate for Commission presidency, Jean-Claude Juncker, will be nominated by
member states, after several of them expressed misgivings about his appointment. The UK’s
Prime Minister, David Cameron, has allegedly indirectly threatened British exit from the EU
should Juncker become President, telling Germany’s Chancellor, Angela Merkel, that the
move may force him to bring forward his planned referendum on EU membership.
Meanwhile, Juncker has received support from the rival candidate of the European Socialists,
Martin Schulz, and Greek left-wing leader Alexis Tsipras. They say that the EPP’s win in the
elections means Juncker should be first in line to attempt to win a majority. Links: EurActiv;
EurActiv; Gulf News; Gulf News; New Europe; EUObserver; EUObserver; European Voice;
Guardian; European Voice; Euronews; EurActiv; EUObserver; European Voice; Tagesschau;
FAZ; Bloomberg; EUObserver; Irish Times; KTVL news; Deutsche Welle; Europolitics;
EUObserver; European Voice; Sunday Times; Sunday Times; Guardian; Twitter; Europolitics;
European Voice; Guardian

Leaders and contenders consider Juncker alternatives: With question marks hanging over
the candidacy of Jean-Claude Juncker, Angela Merkel has reportedly asked French President
Francois Hollande whether he would consider nominating the Managing Director of the
International Monetary Fund, Christine Lagarde, to be the next President of the European
Commission. French sources say that Hollande did not support the idea. Also in France, the
name of Michel Barnier, who Juncker defeated to the EPP nomination, still circulates as a
possible compromise candidate. Meanwhile Olli Rehn’s expected departure to the European
Parliament is likely to see Finland’s current Prime Minister, Jyrki Katainen, head to Brussels
as a commissioner. He is also under consideration as a possible successor to José Manuel
Barroso, although Katainen is still backing Juncker’s candidacy. Link: EurActiv; Reuters;
EurActiv; Le Monde

Le Pen and Farage compete to attract MEPs as ECR numbers surge: Despite his victory in
Britain’s European Parliament election, the leader of the UK Independence Party (Ukip), Nigel
Farage is struggling to secure the existence of his Europe of Freedom and Democracy (EFD)
group. Farage is being squeezed by France’s far-right leader, Marine Le Pen, who is trying to
cobble together a far-right group called the ‘European Alliance for Freedom’ and has already
wooed Italy’s Northern League away from the EFD, and the European Conservatives and
Reformists (ECR) Group. The ECR this week added ten members (going to 55 MEPSs),
including former members from the Danish People’s Party and the Finns, both parties having
been previously aligned to the EFD. Slovakian, German and Greek members also joined the
ECR, with decisions pending on Bulgaria Without Censorship and the Alternative for Germany
(whose admission to the group of David Cameron’s Conservatives could anger Germany’s
Chancellor, Angela Merkel, at a sensitive time in negotiations on the Commission
presidency). Meanwhile Farage is trying to forge links with Italy’s Five Star Movement, but
risks not having enough nationalities to re-form the EFD. Links: European Voice; EUObserver;
European Voice; Novinite; European Voice; Europe Decides; Twitter; Twitter; Reuters; EurActiv

Bavarian to head EPP: The EPP Group, which now counts 221 members, has elected
Manfred Weber of Bavaria’s CSU as its new chairman. Weber, whose election was
unopposed, identified Europe’s main challenges as economic growth, youth unemployment
and stabilising financial markets. He also promised continued support for Jean-Claude
Juncker’s bid to become Commission President. The EPP numbers were boosted by the
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http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/opposition-builds-junckers-bid-commission-presidency-302526
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/eu-leaders-should-respect-citizens-choice-says-tsipras-302517
http://gulfnews.com/news/world/other-world/italy-pm-says-juncker-not-the-only-candidate-for-eu-commission-1.1341699?utm_content=1.1341699&utm_medium=RSS&utm_source=Feeds&utm_campaign=Italy%20PM%20says%20Juncker%20not%20the%20only%20candidate%20for%20EU%20Commission&localLinksEnabled=false&utm_term=News%20RSS%20feed
http://gulfnews.com/news/world/other-world/merkel-backs-luxembourg-s-ex-pm-for-european-commission-president-1.1341462
http://www.neurope.eu/article/germanys-merkel-vows-seek-unity-eu-tries-fill-top-job
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124428
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124420
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/row-over-juncker-nomination-deepens/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/01/cameron-juncker-politicise-european-commission-eu
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/merkel-backs-juncker-as-commission-president/
http://www.euronews.com/2014/06/01/cameron-and-hollande-refuse-to-back-junker-for-europe-s-top-job/#.U4r-fGtICpQ.twitter
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/merkel-says-juncker-can-be-approved-qualified-majority-302548
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124444
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/tsipras-to-visit-brussels-to-push-for-juncker-nomination/
http://www.tagesschau.de/europawahl/startseite/eu410.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-05-30/merkel-swings-behind-juncker-as-eu-commission-head-after-retreat.html
http://feeds.euobserver.com/c/748/f/9610/s/3b2b5a47/sc/7/l/0Leuobserver0N0Ceu0Eelections0C124479/story01.htm
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/jean-claude-juncker-conundrum-opens-up-rifts-among-eu-member-states-1.1820816
http://ktvl.com/template/inews_wire/wires.international/34f251ce-www.ktvl.com.shtml
http://www.dw.de/eu-rival-schulz-issues-support-for-juncker-presidency/a-17680689
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/epp-stands-totally-united-behind-juncker-says-weber
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124490
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/the-mixed-motives-for-and-against-juncker/
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/Politics/article1417424.ece
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/focus/article1417332.ece
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/jun/01/david-cameron-accused-of-blackmail-over-eu-power-struggle
https://twitter.com/EuropeDecides/status/472975727751888896
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/camerons-losing-bet
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/cameron-is-both-right-and-wrong/
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/jun/04/peter-mandelson-david-cameron-jean-claude-juncker
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/merkel-eyes-imfs-lagarde-eu-commission-president-302578
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/03/us-eu-commission-lagarde-idUSKBN0EE1WI20140603
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/katainen-prepares-commission-eyes-barrosos-job-302528
http://www.lemonde.fr/europeennes-2014/article/2014/05/29/michel-barnier-comme-president-de-la-commission-l-outsider-remonte-en-force_4428865_4350146.html
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/le-pen-and-farage-battle-to-attract-meps/
http://feeds.euobserver.com/c/748/f/9610/s/3b101ec9/sc/2/l/0Leuobserver0N0Ctickers0C124431/story01.htm
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/cameron-risks-angering-merkel-by-siding-with-german-eurosceptics/
http://www.novinite.com/articles/161066/MEPs+Barekov,+Dzhambazki+to+Join+ECR+Group+in+European+Parliament
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/ecr-group-takes-two-parties-from-farage/
http://europedecides.eu/2014/06/whos-going-where-tracking-the-musical-chairs-in-the-european-parliament/
https://twitter.com/CJCHowarth/status/474244862121107457
https://twitter.com/ecrgroup/status/474225402249244672
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/01/us-eu-farage-grillo-idUSKBN0EC1CX20140601
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/ukip-and-5-star-leaders-discuss-alliance-302502

defection from ALDE of six MEPs from Romania’s National Liberal Party. Links: EurActiv;
Europolitics; EPP; Twitter; Golden Post; EPP; Europolitics; Europolitics; EurActiv; European
Voice; European Voice;

Schulz to give up Presidency to bid for Socialists and Democrats leadership: Martin Schulz,
the President of the European Parliament and the Socialist candidate for the Commission
presidency, has announced that he will quit as Parliament President on 18 June to run for
the leadership of the Social and Democrats (S&D) Group. Schulz was also given a mandate
by leaders of the S&D national delegations leader to negotiate on the Commission
presidency. Links: European Voice; Twitter; EUObserver; European Voice; S&D

ALSO IN THE NEWS

Poland keen on economic post in EU commission: Although it has put forward its Foreign Minister, Radek
Sikorski, as a candidate to be High Representative, Warsaw is thought to be keen on a weighty economic
portfolio in the next European Commission as an alternative. Link: EUObserver

Latvia wants ex-PM to get Commission economy or finance portfolio: The Latvian government has confirmed its
plan to nominate former Prime Minister Valdis Dombrovskis to the next European Commission. Dombrovskis
stated that his desired portfolio would be “in the direction of economy and finance”. Link: The Baltic Course

Blair urges EU leaders to heed lessons of elections: In the wake of the success of extremist parties in the
European elections, former British Prime Minister Tony Blair has urged leaders to understand this ‘wake-up call’.
Blair called on the European Council to develop a true ‘manifesto for change’ and increase subsidiarity. Links:
New York Times; Yahoo News; Huffington Post; EurActiv

Swedish FM against Scottish independence: Sweden’s Foreign Minister, Carl Bildt, has declared that Scottish
independence would encourage future “unforeseen chain reactions” in both the UK and Europe, and result in a
“Balkanisation of the British Isles”. Link: EUObserver

Slovenia’s Bratusek forms new party ahead of July election: Slovenia’s outgoing Prime Minister Alenka Bratusek
has formed a new political party called the ‘Alliance of Alenka Bratusek’. The PM’s failure to secure re-election as
President of the Positive Slovenia party in late April triggered the current political crisis. The snap parliamentary
election will be held on 13 July. Links: Reuters; New Europe; EUObserver

Bulgaria's Socialist-backed government survives fourth confidence vote: Bulgaria’s centre-left government won
a confidence vote on 30 May by 116 votes to 93. The opposition stated failed policies in the energy sector as
the reason for the vote. Links: New Europe; Sofia Globe; Focus information Agency

Dutch populist Wilders makes U-turn, wants EU seat: Despite the ban on dual mandates, Geert Wilders, leader
of the Dutch anti-EU Party for Freedom (PVV) has said he also wants to sit as an MEP. He is now seeking legal
advice and plans to take the case to the European Court of Justice. Links: Global Post; European Voice

Greek government announces cabinet reshuffle: Greece’s Prime Minister, Antonis Samaras, is set to announce
his new cabinet early next week. Samaras, of the centre-right New Democracy (ND) and Evangelos Venizelos, the
Deputy Prime Minister and Socialist leader, have come to an agreement after days of negotiations. The reshuffle
was announced after radical left party Syriza outperformed ND in the European elections. Link: European Voice

Greek communists quit GUE/NGL: The Central Committee of the Greek Communist Party (KKE) has announced
that its MEPs will quit the European United Left / Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL) Group, saying that it was too pro-
EU. There have been differences within the group over the leadership’s backing for Jean-Claude Juncker’s bid for
the European Commission presidency. Links: In.gr; Proto Thema; Twitter

ANO says ‘yes’ to liberal wing of European Parliament: The newly elected heads of delegation of the ALDE group
have formally agreed to accept the application of the Czech ANO 2011 party as member of the group. Meanwhile
German Pirate Julia Reda will join the Greens/EFA Group. Links: Prague Post; ALDE; Senficon
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http://pr.euractiv.com/node/107676
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/epp-group-expected-elect-manfred-weber-its-chief
http://eppgroup.eu/press-release/Manfred-Weber-elected-as-new-EPP-Group-Chairman?usebuid=1833
https://twitter.com/BoehmLasse/status/473760142866251776
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/xinhua-news-agency/140604/epp-group-elects-manfred-weber-new-chairman
http://www.eppgroup.eu/news/Meet-the-new-EPP-Group-Presidency
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/epp-stands-totally-united-behind-juncker-says-weber
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/bavarian-succeeds-alsatian-fresh-momentum-epp
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/german-mep-manfred-weber-elected-next-epp-chairman-302606
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/n-epp-group-dynamics-tv/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/n-epp-group-dynamics-tv/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/manfred-weber-elected-epp-leader/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/schulz-to-return-as-centre-left-leader-in-european-parliament/
https://twitter.com/EuropeDecides/status/473765031335976960
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124474
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/n-sd-group-dynamics-tv/
http://socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/sd-group-martin-schulz-appointed-sd-spokesperson-negotiations-about-future-eu-commission
http://feeds.euobserver.com/c/748/f/9610/s/3b15492e/sc/7/l/0Leuobserver0N0Ceu0Eelections0C124437/story01.htm
http://www.baltic-course.com/eng/legislation/?doc=92398
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/03/world/europe/blair-urges-eu-leaders-to-heed-lessons-of-elections.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/video/mr-blair-said-despite-eu-101003431.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/06/02/tony-blair-calls-european-elections-wake-up-call_n_5429677.html
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/blair-case-europe-power-not-peace-302571
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124476
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/05/31/slovenia-politics-idUSL6N0OG1MW20140531
http://www.neurope.eu/article/outgoing-slovenian-pm-forms-new-party
http://feeds.euobserver.com/c/748/f/9610/s/3b101eda/sc/2/l/0Leuobserver0N0Ctickers0C124423/story01.htm
http://www.neurope.eu/article/bulgarias-socialist-backed-government-survives-4th-no-confidence-vote-parliament
http://sofiaglobe.com/2014/06/02/bulgarias-ruling-axis-still-struggling-to-wriggle-out-of-post-election-crisis/
http://www.focus-fen.net/news/2014/05/29/337842/bulgarian-socialist-leader-about-snap-elections-dont-rush-it.html
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/140530/dutch-populist-wilders-makes-u-turn-wants-eu-seat
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/wilders-wants-to-take-up-his-seat-in-the-european-parliament/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/greek-government-announces-cabinet-reshuffle/
http://news.in.gr/greece/article/?aid=1231324498
http://www.protothema.gr/politics/article/384575/se-kamia-omada-den-edassodai-oi-eurovouleutes-tou-kke/
https://twitter.com/EuropeDecides/status/474045692592529408
http://www.praguepost.com/eu-news/39405-ano-says-yes-to-liberal-wing-of-european-parliament#ixzz33l21ftPe
http://alde.eu/nc/press/press-and-release-news/press-release/article/czech-ano-party-joins-alde-group-in-the-european-parliament-42998/
http://senficon.eu/2014/06/ich-werde-die-kooperation-mit-greensefa-fortsetzen/

