HILMA AF KLINT

Biografi og samtid

Biography and Context

Hilma af hva’?
Hilma what?

Detlille ‘af’ i Hilma af Klints navn er et
nedarvet adelsmzrke givet til hendes oldefar
Erik for tro tjeneste i den kongelige svenske

flade. Familien er kendt for generationer af

1850 Charles Darwin udgiver
Arternes oprindelse.

Charles Darwin publishes

On the Origin of Species.

1862 Hilma af Klint deler fodselsir med
den ostrigske kunstner Gustav Klimt, den
belgiske forfatter Maurice Maeterlinck,
den amerikanske danser Loie Fuller, den

1870%rne / 1870s Den franske neurolog
Jean Martin Charcot bruger hypnose i
behandling af hysteriske tilfzlde.

Den britisk-amerikanske fotograf
Eadweard Muybridge optager sine forste
fotosekvenser af mennesker og dyr i
bevagelse.

French neurologist Jean Martin Charcot
uses hypnosis to treat cases of hysteria.

1875 Teosofisk Selskab stiftes i USA af

Teosofi og H.P. Blavatsky

danske maler Agnes Slott-Moller og den

den russiske globetrotter og mystiker

franske komponist Claude Debussy.

Hilma af Klint shares her birth year with

British-American photographer Eadweard
Muybridge records his first photographic
sequences of people and animals in motion.

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky og den
amerikanske oberst Henry Steel Olcott.

Austrian artist Gustav Klime, Belgian
author Maurice Maeterlinck, American

1873 Jorden rundt i 8o dage af den

The Theosophical Society is founded in the
United States by the Russian globetrotter

Theosophy and H.P. Blavatsky

Ordet teosofi er sammensat af det graeske
theos (gud) og sophia (visdom).
Teosofisk Selskab blev stifteti USA i
1875 af blandt andre H.P. Blavatsky
(1831-91). 11888 udgav hun vaerket Den
hemmelige leere, der blev teosofiens
grundbog og sikrede bevagelsen vid

The word Theosophy is formed from the Greek
words theos (God) and sophia (wisdom).

The Theosophical Society was founded in the
USA in 1875 by among others the Russian H.P.
Blavatsky (1831-91). In 1888, she published

The Secret Doctrine, which became a major

workin theosophy and ensured the movement

iE idrt

omkring 1900.

in Europe

in the decades around 1900.

dancer Loie Fuller, Danish painter
Agnes Slott-Moller and French composer

franske forfatter Jules Verne udkommer.

Around the World in 8o Days by French

and mystic Helena Petrovna Blavatsky and
the American colonel Henry Steel Olcott.

Teosofien er en esoterisk og filosofisk Theosophy is an esoteric and phil

1882 Richard Wagners sidste
musikdrama, Parsifal, uropfores.

Richard Wagner’s last musical drama
Parsifal premiers.

1883-1885 Den tyske filosof Friedrich

Claude Debussy.

1860 Den russiske kemiker Dmitrij
Mendelejev skaber det periodiske system.

author Jules Verne is published.

1876 Den amerikanske opfinder

1874 Den forste i
afholdes i Paris.

Al der Graham Bell tager patent pa
telefonen.

The Russian chemist Dmitri Mendeleyev

creates the periodic table. held in Paris.

The First Impressionist Exhibition is

The American inventor Alexander Graham
Bell patents the telephone.

1862

Hilma af Klint bliver fodt den 26. oktober
i Stockholm som fjerde barn af fem

kende, datter af kommandor Fredrik

Farfaren, Gustaf af Klint, blev en swrligt
anerkendt kartograf, blandt andet for sine
svenske sokort.

The ‘af’ in Hilma af Klint’s name is an inherited
mark of nobility (in English ‘of’ like the Dutch
‘van’ and the German ‘von’) given to her great
grandfather Erik for his faithful service in the
Royal Swedish Navy. The family is known for its
f skilled seamen, d

navigators. The grandfather Gustaf became a
particularly well-respected cartographer thanks
to his charts of the Swedish waters.

Victor af Klint og Mathilda Sontag. Hun
kommer til at dele faderens store interesse
for natur og matematik, hvilket ogsa viser
sigi hendes kunstneriske arbejde.

Hilma af Klint is born on 26 October in
Stockholm, the fourth of five children and
daughter of Commander Fredrik Victor
af Klint and Mathilda Sontag. She is to
share her father’s great interest in nature
and mathematics, which will have a major

influence on her work as an artist.

1879

Deltager for forste gang i okkulte seancer
og andelige moder. Allerede som barn sa
hun syner, kunne efter sigende heale og
var clairvoyant. Sesteren Herminas ded
11880 forsterker hendes spirituelle og
religigse interesse.

Participates in occultist séances and
spiritualist meetings for the first time.
Even as a child she had visions, and was
supposedly a healer and clairvoyant. Her
sister Hermina’s death in 1880 strengthens
her spiritualist and religious interests.

lzere med rodder i forskellige religioner,
spiritisme og ostlig mystik. Centralt i
teosofien er ideen om, at verden bestar
af mere end blot en samling atomer.
Malet for individet er at opna indsigt
ien glemt ‘ur-visdom’ gennem

andelig evolution.

1880

teaching with roots in a variety of religions,
spiritualism and eastern mysticism. Central to
theosophy is the idea that the world is more
than just a collection of atoms. The goal

for the individualis to gain insight in a
forgotten ‘primordial knowledge’ through

spiritual evolution.

Folger undervisning pa Teknisk Skole
(i dag Konstfack) i Stockholm og modtager

lektioner i portretmaleri som forberedelse

til Kunstakademiet.

Studies at the Technical School (today
Konstfack) in Stockholm and takes lessons

in portraiture as preparation for the Royal

Academy of Fine Arts.

he udgiver hovedvzrket dlso
sprach Zarathustra, hvori han erklerer,
at “Gud er dod”.

German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche
publishes his major work Thus Spoke
Zarathustra where he states that “God

isdead”.

1882

Studerer fra 1882-1887 pa
Kunstakademiet i Stockholm. Arbejder
med naturalistiske portratter og

landskaber.

Attends the Royal Academy of Fine Arts
in Stockholm from 1882-1887. Works with
naturalistic portraits and landscapes.

1886 Frihedsgudinden rejses pa Liberty
Island, New York.

Den skotske forfatter Robert Louis
Stevenson udgiver romanen D Jekyll

og Mr. Hyde.

Den tyske ingenior Karl Benz tager patent
pa den forste benzindrevne bil.

‘The Statue of Liberty is erected on Liberty
Island, New York.

Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson

1889 Den hollandske maler Vincent van
Gogh maler Stjernenatten.

Eiffeltarnet opfores til
Verdensudstillingen i Paris.

Teosofisk Selskabs svenske afdeling

1893 Norske Edvard Munch
maler Skriget.

Blavatskys Den hemmelige leere

grundleggesi Stockholm.

The Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh
paints Starry Night.

‘The Eiffel Tower is built for the World

udkommer pa svensk.

The Norwegian Edvard Munch paints
The Scream.

publishes the novel The Strange Case of

Blavatskys The Secret Doctrine s

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.
German engineer Karl Benz patents the

first petrol-driven car.

1888 Helena Petrovna Blavatsky udgiver
Den hemmelige leere.

Exhibition in Paris.

published in Swedish.

The Swedish national section of the
Theosophical Society is founded in

1805 Den tyske fysiker Wilhelm Conrad

Stockholm.

1801 Helena Petrovna Blavatsky dor,
og efterhanden deler Teosofisk Selskab

Réntgen opdager rontgenstralerne.

The German physicist Wilhelm Conrad
Réntgen discovers X-rays.

Den danske skagensmaler P.S. Kroyer
maler Hip, Hip, Hurra!

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky publishes
The Secret Doctrine.

sigiflere retninger med grene over hele

1896 Den svenske forfatter, dramatiker

verden. og maler August Strindberg pabegynder
Okkult dagbog.

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky dies and the
Theosophical Society gradually splits in

The Swedish author, playwright and

The Danish painter P.S. Kroyer paints Hip,
Hip, Hurra!

1887

several different directions with branches
throughout the world.

painter August Strindberg begins writing
Occult Diary.

1896

Far tildelt et af Kunstakademiets
eftertragtede atelierer midt i Stockholms
kulturelle centrum. I nabobygningen
ligger Blanchs kunstgalleri, hvor

Edvard Munch har en meget omtalt
udstillingi1894.

Is assigned one of the Art Academy’s
sought-after studios in the cultural centre

of Stockholm. Located next door is Blanch’s
art salon, where Edvard Munch has a widely
discussed exhibition in 1894.

Begynder at holde ugentlige
sammenkomster med fire andre

kvinder i gruppen De Fem. Gruppen
eksperimenterer med at opna andelig
indsigt via seancer og far efter sigende
kontakt med hgjere bevidstheder,
heriblandt en rekke navngivne sikaldte
‘hgje mestre’. De Fem praktiserer
automatskrift og -tegning til registrering

afbeskeder fra den andelige verden.
De dokumenterer deres oplevelser og
de modtagne beskeder i notesboger

- en praksis, Hilma af Klint fortsetter

livetigennem.

Starts having weekly gatherings with four
other women in the group The Five. The
group experiments with gaining spiritual
insight in séances and is supposedly in
contact with higher consciousnesses,
including a number of named, so-called
‘High Masters’. The Five use automatic
writing and drawing to record messages
from the spirit world. They document their
experiences and the messages received

in notebooks — a practise Hilma af Klint
continues throughout her life.

1897 Denirske forfatter Bram Stoker
skriver Dracula.

The Irish writer Bram Stoker writes

Dracula.

1898 Den britiske forfatter H.G.
Wells udgiver science fiction-romanen
Klodernes Kamp.

De franske fysikere Marie og Pierre Curie
opdager radium.

The British author H.G. Wells publishes
the science fiction novel The War of the
Worlds.

The French physicists Marie and Pierre
Curie discover radium.

1898

Flytter sammen med sin mor,
dafaderen der.

Moves in with her mother after her

father’s death.

1000 Sigmund Freuds Drommetydning
udkommer.

Verdensudstillingen i Paris besoges af
flere end 50 millioner mennesker.

Pi Monte Verita, Sandhedens bjerg,

i Schweiz opstar i de folgende ar en
koloni af okkultister, anarkister,
kunstnere og fritenkere. Mange af tidens

1001 1Stockholm uddeles Nobelprisen
for forste gang. Wilhelm Conrad Réntgen
modtager den forste pris i fysik.

De britiske teosoffer Annie Besant og
Charles W. Leadbeater publicerer det
teosofiske skrift Tankeformer.

Den britiske dronning Victoria der.

kulturpersonligheder besoger bjerget,

ogsa Rudolf Steiner.

Sigmund Freud’s The Interpretation of

In Stockholm the Nobel Prize is awarded
for the first time. Wilhelm Conrad Réntgen
receives the first prize in physics.

Dreamsis published.

‘The British Theosophists Annie Besant

‘The World Exhibition in Paris is visited by
more than 50 million people.

and Charles W. Leadbeater publish the
‘Theosophical book Thought-Forms.

The British Queen Victoria dies.

A colony of occultists, anarchists, artists
and freethinkers develops at Monte Verita,
the Mountain of Truth, in Switzerland.
Many of the cultural personalities of the

1903 Wright-brodrene gennemforer den
forste maskindrevne flyvningi USA.

time visit the mountain, including Rudolf

First successful powered flight by the

Steiner.

A
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‘Wright brothers in the United States.

Arbejder som tegner ved
Veterinarinstituttet i Stockholm.

‘Works as an illustrator at the Veterinary
Institute in Stockholm.

1004 Den tyske zoolog og darwinist
Ernst Haeckel udgiver Kunstformen

der Natur, en samling illustrationer med
bade naturhistorisk og kunstnerisk vardi.
The German zoologist and Darwinist Ernst
Haeckel publishes A7z Forms of Nature,

a collection of illustrations with natural-
historical as well as artistic value.

1005 Albert Einsteins specielle

iudvider den k

opfattelse af relationen mellem tid og rum.
Albert Einstein’s special theory of relativity
expands the Newtonian understanding of
the relation between time and space.

1904

Far under en seance det forste forvarsel
om, at der venter hende en stor opgave med
at udfore malerier, der skildrer det evige i
mennesket.

Bornebogen Lille Lapp-Natti och hans
fostersystrar udkommer med Hilma af
Klintsillustrationer.

Is, during a séance, given the first presage
that a great task awaits her: She is to
produce paintings that depict the eternal

in man.

The children’s book Lille Lapp-Natti och
hans fostersystrar (Little Lapp Natti and
his foster-sisters) is published with Hilma af
Klint’s illustrations.

Kuvindelige kunstnere i samtiden
Female artists at the time

Det Kongelige Svenske Kunstakademi The Royal Swedish Academy of Fine
optog kvinder fra 1864, tidligere end i de Arts admitted women from 1864, carlier
fl & lande. Kvindelig: than most other European countries.

kunstnere ansis dog stadig ikke som Nonetheless, female artists were still

” ige med deres ige koll not considered the equals of their male
Det ar, at 11 The prevalent view was
kvinder kun vari stand til at reproducere that women were able to reproduce and
og efterligne - ikke at skabe original kunst.  copy - not to create original art. The
Det var almindeligt at betragte kvinders artistic career of a woman was

iske karri en generally viewed as a diversion until
indtil mgteskabet. marriage.

1905

‘De hoje mestre’ forbereder hende pa den
store opgave: Inden for et ar skal hun stille
sig til radighed, arbejde i mysteriernes
tjeneste og afsta fra sit andet kunstneriske
arbejde. Hun frygter for at skulle zndre
sin vante arbejdsmade, men er samtidig
bezret over at vere udvalgt til opgaven.

“The High Masters’ prepare her for the great
task. Within a year she must be at their
disposal and refrain from her other artistic
work. She fears having to change her usual
method of working, but is at the same time
honoured to have been chosen for the task.

1906

Pibegynder forste del af den store

suite Malerierne til templet. Arbejder
ifolge hende selv som medium for hojere
bevidstheder, der dikterer vaerkerne

til hende. Hun registrerer blot det, der
rammer hendes indre blik. Opgaven
bestar hovedsageligi at skildre forholdet
mellem mennesket og kosmos samt
menneskets rejse og udvikling mod hgjere
erkendelse. I perioden er hun sterkt
inspireret af teosofien.

Begins the work on the first part of the
large suite The Paintings for the Temple.
According to her own account she works
as a medium for higher consciousnesses
who dictate the works to her. She merely
registers what strikes her mind’s eye.
The task mainly consists of depicting the
relationship between mankind and the
cosmos and man’s journey and development
towards a higher understanding.

During this period she is strongly
inspired by Theosophy.

1907 Pablo Picasso maler
Froknerne fra Avignon, et af de tidligste
kubistiske malerier.

Pablo Picasso paints Les Demoiselles
dAvignon, one of the earliest

Cubist paintings.

1907

Hilma af Klints naturalistiske verker
vises pa kunst- og industriudstillingerne i
Norrképingii9o6 ogLundiigoy.

Hilma af Klint’s naturalistic works are
shown at the arts and crafts exhibitions in
Norrképing in 1906 and Lund in 1907.

1008 Det Kongelige Danske

1909 Den svenske forfatter Selma
Lagerlsf modtager som forste kvinde
Nobelpriseni litteratur.

Denitalienske digter Filippo Tommaso
Marinetti skriver det forste futuristiske
manifest.

Den amerikanske polarforsker Robert E.
Peary er angiveligt den forste mand, der
nar Nordpolen.

The Swedish author Selma Lagerlsf is
the first woman to receive the Nobel

Prize in literature.

Kunstakademis srlige kvindeskole

integreres som en egentlig del
af akademiet.

The Italian poet Filippo Tommaso
Marinetti writes the first
Futurist Manifesto.

1910-11 Wassily Kandinsky maler sine
forste abstrakte billeder og udgiver i
skriftet Om det andelige i kunsten.

Den ostrigske komponist Arnold
Schénberg komponerer sine forste

American Arctic explorer Robert E. Peary Wassily Kandinsky paints his first abstract

atonale vaerker.

is allegedly the first man to reach the
North Pole.

paintings and publishes the treatise
Concerning the Spiritual in Art.

The women’s school at the Royal Danish

Antroposofi og Rudolf Steiner
Anthroposophy and Rudolf Steiner

Academy of Fine Artsis fully integrated as
apart of the Academy.

The Austrian composer Arnold

1009:1011 Den tjekkiske maler Frantisek

Kupka udvikler sine forste ab

1911 Den norske polarforsker Roald
a

Ordet antroposofi er sammensat af det greske  The word Anthroposophy combines the Greek

er forste mand pa Sydpolen. antropos (menneske) og sophia (visdom). anthropos (human being) and sophia (wisdom).

malerier.

Norwegian Arctic explorer Roald i ex en livsfilosofi is a philosophy of life and a

Schoenberg composes his first

Czech painter Frantisek Kupka develops

atonal pieces. his first abstract paintings.

Amundsen is the first man to reach the
South Pole.

Moder Rudolf Steiner og viser ham de
forelobige vaerker i den store suite. Efter
sigende er han kritisk over for hendes
mediumistiske tilgang til arbejdet og
havder, at det vil vare 50 ar, for verden
vil veere i stand til at forsta hendes
varker. Modet med Steiner fir hende

til at genoverveje sin arbejdsmetode. I
1908 opsiger hun sit atelier for at passe
sin blinde mor. Indstiller arbejdet med
Malerierne til templet, som nu tzller 111
malerier, produceret inden for mindre

end to ar.

Meets Rudolf Steiner and shows him the
preliminary works in the large suite. He is
said to have been critical of her mediumistic
approach to the work and claims that it will
be fifty years before the world will be able
to understand her works. The meeting with
Steiner makes her reconsider her working
approach. In 1908 she gives up her studio to
take care of her blind mother. Discontinues
work on The Paintings for the Temple,
which so far consists of 111 paintings
produced within less than two years.

Udstiller naturalistiske varker pa

udstillingen Svenska konstnérinnor pa
Kunstakademiet i Stockholm.

Shows naturalistic works at the exhibition
Swedish Female Artists at the Royal
Academy of Art in Stockholm.

som er udsprunget af teosofien. Den blev

movement that arose from Theosophy. It was

udviklet af ostrigeren Rudolf Steiner (1861-
1925), der forlod Teosofisk Samfund, hvor
hani en arrzkke havde veret den tyske
afdelings generalsekreteer. Steiner

developed by the Austrian Rudolf Steiner
(1861-1925), wholeft the Theosophical Society,
where he had for some years been the general
secretary of the German section. Steiner founded
as amore Christian variant of

enmere
kristen variant af teosofien, der havde knyttet
sig stadig tattere til @sten. idé

Theosophy, which had associated itself more and

i antroposofien er, at det andelige
gennemtraenger alti verden, og at det enkelte
menneske skal sigte jere indsigtiden

y with the East. The
idea in Anthroposophy is that the spiritual
suffuses everything in the world, and that the

individual must strive after hig]

kosmiske helhed.

Steiner forte sin tznkning ud i praksis pi
flere mader, eksempelvisi arkitektur, dans,
uddannelse og pedagogik (Steiner-skoler

og -bornchaver), medicin, teater og

the cosmic totality.

In several ways Steiner put his thinking into
concrete practice, for example in architecture,
dance, education and teaching (Steiner schools
and kindergartens), medicine, theatre, and

the d of cultivation methods i

biodynamisk landbrug.

1912

biodynamic farming.

Genoptager arbejdet med Malerierne til
templet. Arbejder stadig som medium, men

preager i storre udstrekning processen

selv.

Resumes work on The Paintings for

the Temple. Continues working as a

medium, but dominates the process

to a greater extend.

1013 Den danske fysiker Niels Bohr
fremszetter sin atommodel.

Dstrigske Rudolf Steiner stifter
Antroposofisk Selskab efter at have brudt
med Teosofisk Selskab.

Den russiske maler Kazimir Malevitj
udvikler sit non-figurative billedsprog,
suprematismen.

Danish physicist Niels Bohr presents his
atomic model.

Austrian Rudolf Steiner founds the
Anthroposophical Society after breaking
with the Theosophical Society.

Russian painter Kazimir Malevich
develops his non-figurative style,

Suprematism.

1913

Forelaser om sin dndelige udvikling.
Deltager i Teosofisk Samfunds
internationale kongres i Stockholm.
Hadersgest er britiske Annie Besant,

bevagelsens davarende leder.

Gives lectures on her spiritual development.
Participates in the Theosophical Society’s
international congress in Stockholm. The
honorary guest is British Annie Besant, then
head of the society.

1914 Forste Verdenskrig bryder ud.
The beginning of World War I.

1914

Udstiller naturalistiske malerier pa
Den baltiske udstilling i Malme. I

den russiske afdeling vises varker af
Wassily Kandinsky. Udstiller desuden
hos Kunstforeningen for Sydsverige og
Kunstnernes forening.

Exhibits naturalistic paintings at the Baltic
Exhibition in Malmé. The Russian section
features works by Wassily Kandinsky.
Also shows works at Kunstforeningen for
Sydsverige and Kunstnernes forening.

1915 Kvinder far valgret i Danmark.
Dada-bevaegelsen dannes.

‘Women win equal voting rights
in Denmark.

The Dada movement is formed.

1915

Suiten Malerierne til templet fuldendes
med de tre store alterbilleder. Suiten
teeller i alt 193 billeder i forskellige
serier. Billederne vises ikke offentligt
ihendeslevetid.

The suite The Paintings for the Temple is
completed with the three large altarpieces.
The suite consists of 193 pictures in different
series. The works are not shown in public
during her lifetime.

Opforer et atelier pA Munsé i Skergarden,
opbevarer her Malerierne til templet.

Builds a studio on the island of Munsé in the
Stockholm Archipelago. The Paintings for
the Temple are stored here.

1918 Tyskland indgar vabenhvile, og
Forste Verdenskrig afsluttes.

Den danske forfatter og
kvindesagsforkzmper Thit Jensen
udgiver sit kenspolitiske hovedvaerk
Gerd. Det tyvende Aarhundredes
Kvinde. Hun er livet igennem aktiv
1017 Marcel Duchamps readymade spiritist o skriver i perioder

Fontcene. di
som medium.

1921 Mahatma Gandbhis forste
demonstrationer for selvstyre i Indien.

1919 Den forste Rudolf Steiner-skole
grundleggesi Stuttgart, Tyskland. Ilobet
afkort tid oprettes flere skoler.

Kvinder far valgreti Sverige.

1924 Den franske forfatter og poet André
Bretons surrealistiske manifest.

French writer and poet André Breton’s
Surrealist Manifesto.

Den britiske arkzolog Howard Carter

finder Tutankhamons gravi Kongernes

1925 Forste bind af Adolf Hitlers Mein

Bauhaus grundlmgges under ledelse af
Walter Gropius.

The first Rudolf Steiner School is founded

Dali Zgypten.

Mahatma Gandhi’s first demonstrations for

Kampfudkommer.

Rudolf Steiner dor i Dornach, Schweiz.

in Stuttgart, Germany. Soon more schools
are established.

autonomy in India.

Women get equal voting rights in Sweden.

The first volume of Adolf Hitler’s Mein
Kampfis published.

Oktoberrevolutionen finder sted i
Rusland, og Vladimir Lenin tager magten.

Germany signs the Armistice and the
First World War ends.

The Bauhaus is founded with Walter

Rudolf Steiner dies in Dornach,

Sovjetunionen etableresiig22.
Danish writer and women'’s rights activist
Marcel Duchamp’s ready-made Fountain. Thit Jensen publishes her main work Gerd.

The October Revolution in Russia and The Woman of the Twentieth Century. She

British archaeologist Howard Carter finds

Vladimir Lenin seizes power. The Soviet

is an active spiritualist throughout her life

and occasionally writes as a medium.

Union is established in 1922.

1917

Dikterer sine tanker om sjzlelivet
til vennen Anna Ljungberg. Teksten
renskrives senere og fylder 1.240
maskinskrevne sider.

Dictates her thoughts on the spiritual life
to her friend Anna Ljungberg. The text
is later transcribed and consists of 1,240

typewritten pages.

Gropius as leader. the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of Switzerland.
the Kings in Egypt.

1010-1020 Konstruktivisme bliver den 1029 Museum of Modern Art i New York

dominerende kunstretning i Rusland. 1022 Benito Mussolini bliver diktator grundlzgges.

Constructivism becomes the dominant art iltalien. The Museum of Modern Art in New York

movement in Russia. Benito Mussolini becomes dictator in Italy. is founded.
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Moderen dor. Hilma af Klint flytter til

Helsingborg sammen med moderens

sygeplejer, Thomasine Andersson. Bliver

dlem af Antroposofisk Selskab og rejser

i efteraret med Thomasine Andersson til
Dornach i Schweiz, hvor hun igen meder
Rudolf Steiner. Efter besoget holder hun
pause fra maleriet i et ar og maler herefter
akvareller, hvor farven er mere flydende.

Her mother dies. Hilma af Klint moves

to Helsingborg with her mother’s

nurse Thomasine Andersson. Joins the
Anthroposophical Society and in the
autumn travels with Thomasine Andersson
to Dornach in Switzerland, where she meets
Rudolf Steiner once again. After the visit
she takes a break from painting for a year
and afterwards paints watercolours where

the colours flow more freely.

Frem til 1930 opholder Hilma af Klint sig
ilange perioder i Antroposofisk Selskabs
hovedszde, Goetheanum i Dornach,
Schweiz. Studerer blandt andet Goethes
farvelere og overvarer en rzkke af
Rudolf Steiners forelsninger. Fra
perioden 1925-30 findes hverken daterede
malerier eller optegnelser.

Until 1930 Hilma af Klint spends

long periods at the headquarters of

the Anthroposophical Society at the
Goetheanum in Dornach, Switzerland.
Studies, among other things, Goethe’s
theory of colours and is present at a number
of Rudolf Steiner’s lectures. Neither
paintings nor notebook entries exist from

the period between 1925 and 1930.

1030 Pluto opdages og klassificeres som
solsystemets niende planet.

Den schweiziske psykoanalytiker Carl
Gustav Jung fwerdiggor Den Rode Bog,
pabegyndti1g14. Bogen indeholder
bl.a. Jungs noter og farverige, mystiske
billeder af sine syner og dremme. Bogen
hemmeligholdes af familien og udgives
forstizoog.

Pluto is discovered and is classified as the
ninth planet of the solar system.

Swiss psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung
completes The Red Book, begun in 1914.
Among other things the book contains
Jung’s colourful, mystical pictures of his
visions and dreams. The book is kept
secret by the family and is not published

until 2009.

1930-1931 Alexander Calder laver
sine forste bevagelige skulpturer,
efter sigende efter et besog i

Piet Mondrians atelier.

Alexander Calder makes his first kinetic

sculptures, allegedly after a visit to
Piet Mondrian’s studio.

1931 Empire State Building i
New York, verdens dengang hojeste
bygning, ferdiggores.

1937 Nazisternes Entartete Kunst-

1932 Socialistisk realisme bliver

den officielt anerkendte kunstform i
Sovjetunionen.

Den danske mystiker Martinus udgiver
det forste afi alt syv bind i hans centrale

1933 Adolf Hitler bliver kansler
i Tyskland.

Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor
in Germany.

udstilling abner i Miinchen. Den viser

konfiskeret, modernistisk kunst, som
folg . fundsskadeli,

The Nazis’ Degenerate Art exhibition
opens in Munich. It shows confiscated
modernist art which, according to the

verk Livets bog.

Socialist Realism becomes the officially
approved art form in the Soviet Union.
The Danish mystic and philosopher
Martinus publishes the first of seven

1034 Karen Blixens Syv fantastiske
forteellinger udkommer i USA under
pseudonymet Isak Dinesen.

Danish author Karen Blixen publishes
Seven Gothic Tales in America under the

Nazis, is harmful to society.

1038 Tegneseriehelten Superman ser
dagenslysi USA.

The first Superman comic is published

The Empire State Building is completed as

the tallest building in the world.

Usynlige krcefter
Invisible forces

Lartierne omkring 1900 var der stor
interesse for usynlige fenomener,
bade naturvidenskabelige og olkulte.
Videnskabelige forsog paviste, at luften
omlring os er fuld af usynlige energier. Man
havde lenge kendt til elektromagnetisme, men
eftervisningen af dens belgekarakter ledte
nu til opfindelsen af den tradlose telegraf og
radioen, der muliggjorde kommunikation pa
tvaers af tid og sted via usynlige kanaler. Med
opdagelsen af rontgenstraling blev det muligt
atse ind i menneskekroppen. Det var ogsi
lert at i d andeli

In the decades around 1900 there was great,
public inerest in invisible phenomena,

both scientific and spiritual. Scientific
discoveries proved that the air around us

is full of invisible waves and energies. The
discovery of electromagnetic wavesled to

the wireless telegraph and the radio - it was
now possible to communicate across time

and space via invisible currents. With the
discovery of X-rays in 1895 one could suddenly
see through the surface of the body into its
invisible internal structure. It was also popular

ith spiritual forces and to

kraofter deltagei

in ist séances where a

medium f

seancer, hvor et medi

meddelelser fra indeverdenen.

the spiritual world.

volumes in his main work 7%e Book of Life.

o —

1032

Maler to visionzre kort over
Storbritannien og Den Iberiske Halvg,

pseudonym Isak Dinesen.

in America.

Flytter til Lund med Thomasine
Andersson, som deriig4o.

som efter sigende forudser Blitzen over

London og seslaget i Middelhavet under

Anden Verdenskrig.

Moves to Lund with Thomasine Andersson,

who diesin1940.

Paints two visionary maps of Great Britain

and the Iberian Peninsula, supposedly
predicting the London Blitz and the Battle
of the Mediterranean during World War II.

1030 Tyskland invaderer Polen og
udloser Anden Verdenskrig. Aret efter
beszttes Frankrig, Holland, Belgien,
Norge og Danmark. Sverige forbliver
neutral under hele krigen.

Germany invades Poland and World
‘Wiar I begins. France, Holland, Belgium,
Norway and Denmark are occupied the
following year. Sweden remains neutral
during the war.

1044 Kandinsky, Munch og Mondrian
dor samme ar som Hilma af Klint.

Kandinsky, Munch and Mondrian all die
within the same year as Hilma af Klint.

1944

Hilma af Klint der den 21. oktober, nzesten
82 ar gammel. Hun efterlader flere end
1.000 vaerker og 125 notesboger til sin nevg,
Erik af Klint. I sit testamente fastsztter
hun, at vaerkerne ikke ma vises offentligt
for 20 ar efter hendes dod. Hun er
overbevist om, at forst da vil tiden

vaere moden.

Hilma af Klint dies on 22 October, nearly 82
years old. She leaves more than 1.000 works
and 125 notebooks to her nephew, Erik af
Klint. In her will she specifies that the works
must not be shown until 20 years after her
death. She is convinced that the world will
not be ready before then.

Den abstrakte kunsts pionerer

The pioneers of abstract art

Iden traditionelle kunsthistorie anses
kunstnere som Wassily Kandinsky, Piet
Mondrian, Kazimir Malevitj og Frantisek
Kupka for at viere den abstrakte kunsts
foregangsmzend. Ligesom Hilma af Klint var de

iforskellig grad pavirk fen og tid

andelige stromninger.

Hilma af Klint stod pa flere mader i periferien
afavantgardekunstens udvikling i sin samtid.
Hun opholdt si
meget for sent i

i Stockholm og rejste ikke
iv. Hun malede sine forste

- og sterste - nonfigurative malerier i1906-07,
nogle r for Kandinsky skabte sine forste
abstrakte malerier. Modsat de ovennzvnte
kunstnere udstillede hun ikke sine abstrakte,

In the traditional art history artists like
‘Wassily Kandinsky, Piet Mondrian, Kazimir
Malevich and Frantisck Kupka are regarded
asthe pioneers of abstract art. Like Hilma af
Klint they were to varying degrees influenced
by Theosophy and the spiritual currents

of the time.

Hilma af Klint was in several respects on the
periphery of the development of Avant-garde
artin her time. She lived in Stockholm and
did not travel much until late in her life. She
painted her first - and largest - non-figurative
paintings in 1906-07, a few years before
Kandinsky created his first abstract painting.
Unlike the ab ioned artists she did

mystiske vaerker, som hun i begyndelsen

atlene sigop ad.

not exhibit her abstract, mystical works, which
she created at first without any models in art
history to follow.

1972

Islutningen af 1960’erne tilbyder familien
det store oeuvre til museer og arkiver, men

ingen tager imod det enorme materiale.

11972 oprettes Stiftelsen Hilma af Klints

Verk. Stiftelsen ejer fortsat vaerkerne.

In the late 1960s the family offers the large

oeuvre to museums and archives, but no one

accepts the enormous body of material. The

foundation Stiftelsen Hilma af Klints Verk is

founded in 1972. The foundation still owns

all the works.

1986

Hilma af Klints abstrakte malerier

udstilles for forste gang pa udstillingen
The Spiritual in Art, Abstract Painting
1890-1985 pa Los Angeles County
Museum of Art. Siden har hendes varker
kunnet ses pa en rekke gruppe- og
soloudstillinger. Senest indgik fem
malerier i hovedudstillingen pa Venedig
Biennaleni2013.

Den aktuelle udstilling er den hidtil storste
presentation af Hilma af Klints veerk og er
vist i Stockholm, Berlin og Malaga, og nu

pa Louisiana.

Hilma af Klint’s abstract works are shown
for the first time since her death in the
exhibition The Spiritual in Art, Abstract
Painting 1890-1985 at Los Angeles County
Museum of Art. Since then her works have
been on view in a number of group and solo
exhibitions. Most recently five paintings
were included in the main exhibition at the
Venice Bienniale, 2013.

The current exhibition is the most extensive
presentation so far of Hilma af Klint’s work
and has been shown in Stockholm, Berlin
and Malaga, and now at the Louisiana.



