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Abstract 

Describes the study done to identify and describe Louisiana tribal libraries and 

public library services to Louisiana Native American communities.  These four tribes had 

tribal libraries: Chitimacha, Coushatta, Tunica-Biloxi, and the United Houma Nation.  

Tribal library evaluation areas included collections, users, technology, funding, cultural 

integration, and staff demographics.  The following tribes were interviewed about public 

library service in their parishes: Caddo Adais, Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb, 

Clifton Choctaw, Four-Winds Cherokee, Jena Band of Choctaws, and the Talimali Band 

of Apalache of Louisiana.  Most communication between tribes and parish libraries was 

poor.  In general, the tribal library staff did not know about resources available.  The 

State Library of Louisiana was unaware of the existence of the tribal libraries.  The 

Louisiana Voices program offered to make tribal stories into commercial quality 

recordings.  The conclusions provide a compromise for tribes and parish libraries to work 

together.  Future research possibilities complete the paper. 

 

 

 vi



Introduction 

There were two purposes to this study:  First, to identify and describe tribal libraries 

in Louisiana; second, to determine ways in which the public libraries were serving the 

Native American1 communities in Louisiana.  The tribal libraries were identified using a 

series of phone calls and personal contacts.  In addition to the basic services provided by 

the tribal libraries, the level of technology at the library and the amount of funding 

received from gaming such as casinos was specifically researched in this study. 

Native American communities in Louisiana are defined in this study as 

geographical areas where there is a large concentration of members of either state 

recognized or federally recognized Indian tribes, including one tribe that is currently 

applying for federal recognition.  Federal recognition is defined as being recognized as a 

tribe by the Secretary of the Interior following the Department of Interior’s guidelines.  A 

tribe becomes recognized by the state of Louisiana at the discretion of the state 

legislators.2 

 At the time of the study, there were four federally recognized tribes; the Coushatta 

Tribe, Tunica-Biloxi Tribe, Chitimacha Tribe, and the Jena Band of Choctaws.  There 

were five state recognized tribes; the Clifton Choctaw Tribe, the Choctaw-Apache 

Community of Ebarb, the Four-Winds Cherokee Tribe, the United Houma Nation, and 

the Caddo Adais Tribe.  The Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana is currently 

applying for federal recognition.  Table 1 lists the tribes, the parishes where they are 

                                                 
1 The term Native American and Indian will be used interchangeably throughout the paper. 
2 According to Pat Arnould, Deputy Director of the Louisiana Governor's Office of Indian Affairs.  January 
27, 2002. 
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located, the population from the 2000 U.S. Census, the tribe’s recognition status, and if 

they have a reservation.3 

 

 

 

Table 1: Tribal Information4 

Tribe Parish(es) Census 
Population 

Approximate 
Enrollment 

Living in 
the Parish 

Area 
Recognition Reservation 

Chitimacha 
Tribe St. Mary 289 997 475 Federal Yes 

Coushatta 
Tribe 

Jefferson 
Davis and 
Allen 

20 750 300 Federal Yes 

Jena Band of 
Choctaws LaSalle 792 241 35 Federal No 

Tunica-Biloxi 
Tribe Avoyelles 64 927 100 Federal Yes 

Caddo Adais 
Tribe Natchitoches 612 980 450 State No 

Choctaw-
Apache 
Community of 
Ebarb 

Sabine 2,237 3,200 800 State No 

Clifton 
Choctaw Tribe Rapides 181 400 200 State No 

Four-Winds 
Cherokee Tribe Vernon 1687 Not Available Not 

Available5 State No 

United Houma 
Nation 

Terrebone 
and 
LaFourche 

15,305 17,000 12,750 State No 

Talimali Band 
of Apalache of 
Louisiana 

Rapides Not 
available 300 300 Pending No 

 

                                                 
3 U.S., Department of Commerce.  Bureau of the Census.  Profiles of General Demographic Characteristics: 
2000 Census of Population and Housing; Louisiana.  
4 Enrollment numbers and parish resident numbers were gathered from the headquarters of each tribe. 
5 The tribe is currently involved in a lawsuit therefore this data was unavailable. 
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 Figure 1 displays a map of the state of Louisiana and the locations by parish and 

populations of the tribes studied. 

 

 
Figure 1 Louisiana Indian Tribes by Parish and Population – US Census 20006 
 

                                                 
6 Copyright © 1988-2001 Microsoft Corp. and/or its suppliers. All rights reserved. http://www.microsoft.com/mappoint © Copyright 
2000 by Geographic Data Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. © 2000 Navigation Technologies. All rights reserved. This data 
includes information taken with permission from Canadian authorities © Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada © Copyright 
2000 by Compusearch Micromarketing Data and Systems Ltd. 
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 Until now, tribal libraries in Louisiana have not been studied.  Unlike the large 

Indian tribes in South Dakota and New Mexico, for instance, Louisiana tribes are not 

isolated geographically.  A 2000 study on tribal libraries in Oklahoma, New Mexico, and 

Arizona stated that “Tribal libraries tend to be geographically remote…it’s not 

uncommon to cross over a cattle guard as a sort of ‘gateway’ marker.”7  This is not the 

case for most Louisiana tribes.  In general, the tribes are located near small to medium 

sized towns or cities in Louisiana.  They have the same access to major roads and public 

services as the non-Indian population in Louisiana.  The topography of the land where the 

tribes are located ranges from bayou country to forests to hills.  Three of the federally 

recognized tribes are on reservations, all of which have casinos, making them even less 

isolated.  The Chitimacha have a tribal school. 

 Ten parishes were part of the study; Allen, Avoyelles, Jefferson Davis, LaSalle, 

Natchitoches, Rapides, Sabine, St. Mary, Terrebone, and Vernon.  Each parish has a 

public library system with a director.   

 

                                                 
7 Bonnie Biggs, “Tribal Libraries: And Still They Rise,” MultiCultural Review 9 (March 2000): 20-23;55-
56. 
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Review of the Literature 

History of Library Services to Native Americans in Louisiana 

To date there has been nothing written on library services to the Native American 

population of Louisiana.  Other states with larger Indian tribes, such as Oklahoma and 

New Mexico, have had multiple articles produced on the subject.  Louisiana has fallen 

behind in this matter, and surprisingly so, since the state has been a pioneer in the library 

field.  “Librarians across the country had been impressed by the library demonstration 

projects initiated by Essae Martha Culver, State Librarian of Louisiana, in the twenties  

… this Louisiana project became a precursor of the library demonstration bill.”1  The 

only article that comes close to covering the topic of libraries and Louisiana Indians is 

one on resources in libraries to research Louisiana Indian histories.2 

With this in mind, there cannot be a literature review on library services to 

Louisiana Indians.  The focus of the review will be on other states where research has 

been done.  Casinos on Indian lands are relatively new, as is the availability of 

technology services to patrons in libraries.  There is also a lack of published information 

on these subjects as they relate to libraries.  What has been covered in the literature is the 

history and development of tribal libraries in general.   

The Beginnings of Tribal Libraries 

The first recorded library “developed specifically to meet Indian information 

needs” was established by the Colorado River Tribal Council in 1957. 3  There were a few 

                                                 
1 Edward G. Holley and Robert F. Schremser.  The Library Services and Construction Act: An Historical 
Overview from the Viewpoint of Major Participants (Greenwich, Connecticut: JAI Press, Inc., 1983). p. 7 
2 Mary Linn Wernet, “Researching Indians of Louisiana,” LLA Bulletin 57 (Summer 1994): 13-20. 
3 Charles T. Townley, “American Indian Library Service,” Advances in Librarianship 4 (1978): 135-180. 
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small collections gathered to form tribal libraries in the 1960’s.4  “The years between 

1957 and 1973 represent a period when American Indians and librarians sought to 

identify the domain and major dimensions of American Indian library service.”5  It was 

not until January 4, 1975 that the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 

Act gave “the right of Indian citizens to control their own educational activities.”6  With 

the Act came funding, and so a growth in the number of publications on Indian libraries 

during the mid to late 1970’s.  With more publications came more awareness and more 

libraries.   

The 1978 White House Pre-Conference 

In 1978 the White House Pre-Conference on Indian Library and Information 

Services On or Near Reservations was held in Denver and was “the first known national 

Indian meeting concerned with library and information services.  The Indian conference 

convened a widely diverse group of American Indians to act as a citizens’ forum on the 

needs of Indian communities on or near reservations, to represent them and to articulate 

library/media/information service needs in Indian America.” 7  At that time there was a 

widely recognized necessity to explore the information needs of reservation Indians 

across the United States.  The conference specifically covered federally recognized tribes 

because the pre-conference was funded by the Office of Indian Education Programs and 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) which are federal departments.  One of the results of 

the conference was the suggestion of the National Indian Omnibus Library Bill (NIOLB) 
                                                 
4 Lotsee Patterson, “Information Needs and Services of Native Americans, “ Rural Libraries 15 (1995): 37-
44 
5 Charles T. Townley, “American Indian Library Service,” Advances in Librarianship 4 (1978): 135-180. 
6 Francis Paul Prucha, Documents of United States Indian Policy, 2nd ed. (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of 
Nebraska Press, 1990), p.274-276. 
7 U.S., Department of Interior, Center for Information and Library Services, Self-Determination Requires 
Information Power!  The Report of Record on The White House Pre-Conference on Indian Library and 
Information Services on or Near Reservations October 19-22, 1978 
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which provided for training for Native American library workers, materials, construction 

or remodeling of libraries, technical assistance, support for Indian studies programs in 

institutions of higher education, support for information needs surveys, and special 

purpose grants.  The NIOLB, along with some of the other resolutions passed at the pre-

conference, were included in the 1985 Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA) in 

Title IV.8 

Library Services Acts 

 One source of funding for tribal libraries throughout the years has been various 

iterations of the Library Services Act (LSA).  “On June 6, 1956, the Senate approved the 

Library Services Act on a unanimous vote and sent it forward for President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower’s signature.  Eisenhower signed the bill on June 19, 1956.”9  The Act was 

renewed and maintained as the LSA until President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the 

Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA) into law on February 11, 1964.10 

On September 30, 1996 the Museum and Library Services Act was enacted.  

Subtitle B was the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).  The LSTA includes 

specific incentives for incorporating technology in the library.  Services for Native 

Americans is Subchapter B of the LSTA which states: 

“From amounts reserved under section 221(a)(1)(A) for any fiscal year the 
Director shall award grants to Indian tribes and to organizations that primarily 
serve and represent Native Hawaiians (as the term is defined in section 9212 of 
the Native Hawaiian Education Act (20 U.S.C. 7912) to enable such tribes and 
organizations to carry out the activities described in section 231.”11 

                                                 
8 Pathways to Excellence: A Report on Improving Library and Information Services for Native American 
Peoples, US. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science Washington, D.C. December 
1992, Available on the web at http://www.nclis.gov/libraries/nata.html 
9 Edward G. Holley and Robert F. Schremser.  The Library Services and Construction Act: An Historical 
Overview from the Viewpoint of Major Participants (Greenwich, Connecticut: JAI Press, Inc., 1983). p. 23 
10 Ibid., p.27. 
11 The Museum and Library Services Act of 1996, Available on the web at 
http://www.imls.gov/whatsnew/leg/leg_mlsa.pdf 
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Two Louisiana tribal libraries have received funds of $4,000 per year under this Act; the 

Chitimacha Tribal School Library and the Tunica-Biloxi Library.12 

 There are three types of grants available under the LSTA to federally recognized 

tribes.  The Basic Grant currently distributes around $4,000 to any eligible tribe that 

applies for it.  The Basic Grant is small and limited, but Native Americans and librarians 

throughout history have found ways to make the dollars stretch.  The second type of grant 

is the Professional Assistance Grant.  

“These non-competitive grants support professional assessments of library 
operations. Consultants may provide advice for improvement of a full range of 
library services, including staffing, financial management, types and levels of 
service, and collections development and management.”13 

Enhancement Grants are the third and largest grants given under the LSTA.  They are 

competitive grants and limited to only a few per year.  Tribal libraries must have a 

specific project dealing with an aspect of technology as listed in the application 

qualifications.14   

1991 Hearing on the Condition of Native American Libraries and Information 
Services 

 In 1991 a hearing was held before the Select Committee on Indian Affairs, the 

purpose of which was to “gain a better understanding of the condition of Native 

American libraries, archives and information services, to learn more fully what their 

needs are, and to consider what may be required to meet their needs.”  The hearing heard 

witnesses from various influential people in the field of Native American librarianship, 

including people from the areas of education, law libraries, tribal college libraries, tribal 

                                                 
12 IMLS Grants in Your State, Available on the web at http://www.imls.gov/closer/cls_sta.asp 
13 Native American Library Services: Categories of Funding, Available on the web at 
http://www.imls.gov/grants/library/lib_nat.asp 
14 Applications for these grants can be found on the web at http://www.imls.gov/grants/library/lib_nat.asp 
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libraries, Native American studies programs, and government officials in library and 

information science.  They each testified to the status of library services to Native 

Americans across the country, including Hawaii, and what should be done in the future to 

improve these services.  Technology and funding were the two largest topics spoken on 

during the hearing.  At the time the World Wide Web was just beginning and the 

possibilities seemed great for what it and the Internet could provide to native peoples. 

Library and Information Services to Native Americans – Similar Studies 

 The 1978 article by Townley was based on his extensive study during the pioneer 

times of tribal libraries.  He looked at Native American community libraries, school 

libraries, and postsecondary and research libraries.  He studied specific libraries in New 

Mexico, Arizona, North and South Dakota, New York, Ontario, Quebec, Iowa, Idaho, 

and Wisconsin.  He found that “Indian communities possess specific information needs” 

and that “Native Americans believe they are the only ones capable of determining Indian 

information needs.”15  He believed that “the range of services is much broader than that 

provided by library service to more traditional publics, “ and that “successful programs 

take materials to the community, work closely with school and other community 

organizations, develop specialized programming, operate communications systems, and 

create as well as use media.”16  The funding sources for the libraries in this study were at 

the federal, state, and tribal levels. 

In 1980, Heyser and Smith published an article “to determine the state of the art 

of public library services for Native Americans residing in Canada and the continental 

                                                 
15 Charles T. Townley, “American Indian Library Service,” Advances in Librarianship 4 (1978): 135-180. 
16 Ibid. 
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United States.”17  This quantitative study produced a questionnaire which was sent out to 

libraries providing public services to Native Americans in the United States and Canada.  

The survey tool covered the five areas “general information, facilities, personnel, 

collection, and services.”18  General information included demography, origin, guidance 

and support, and funding.  Their findings corresponded in many ways with the results of 

this study.  For instance, library services occurred in a variety of ways.  Funding came 

from a variety of sources but was in general inadequate.  Libraries were often housed 

with other tribal offices.  Libraries were often staffed by one person who had only a high 

school degree, lacking the MLS.  In 1980, “little [was] known about: the library and 

information needs of Native Americans; the successes and failures of programs designed 

specifically to meet Native American needs, the training of librarians who either are 

Native Americans or are serving them, the relationship between the tribes and local, state 

and federal governments; and many other aspects of the entire field.”19  Louisiana’s tribal 

libraries seem to be in the same place as the rest of the nation’s were twenty years ago. 

Jacobs et al published an article in 1988 on “Native American Library Services” 

which focused on tribes in New York.20  In New York, “Indian libraries have been 

assisted by the State aid program, their participation in the public library systems, and 

Federal aid under the Library Services and Construction Act.”21  This study focused on 

the types of services offered to the tribes in the New York area.  At one library they 

found that there were “2,500 volumes on Indian life and culture.”  The article also 

                                                 
17 Richard G. Heyser and Lotsee Smith, “Public Library Service to Native Americans in Canada and the 
Continental United States, “ Library Trends 29 (Fall 1980): 353-368. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Ibid. 
20 Margaret Jacobs, Ethel E. Bray, and Ramona Charles, “Native American Library Services,” The 
Bookmark 46 (Summer 1988): 245-8. 
21 Ibid. 
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explored bookmobile services, newsletter services, educational programs, and computers.  

At the time of the article “the library [had] eight Apple microcomputers for public use.”22  

Another library’s collection featured, “an extensive Indian collection of fiction, 

nonfiction, reference, legal books, and documents, Indian newspapers and letters, etc.” 

and “a well-rounded collection of books, magazines, newspapers, cassettes, videos, etc. 

which we are always increasing.”23  Cultural aspects of the libraries studied included 

classes on beadwork, pottery, corn husk doll making, leather work, silver, and feather 

work.  Other services included community meeting rooms, senior citizen book delivery, 

special services to the handicapped, tax information, employment news, and job 

references. 

 The 2000 study on the tribal libraries in Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Arizona 

researched how these libraries were structured, how they differed from each other, and 

what programs and ideas the researcher could bring to her home community’s tribal 

libraries.  The researcher focused mainly on what part the cultural values played in the 

tribal libraries and how the library interacted with the “’information keepers,’ ‘wisdom 

keepers,’ or ‘oral librarians’ in the community.”24  She also found that, like Louisiana, 

“tribal libraries are usually adjacent to or in the midst of other social service agencies.”25  

Funding sources in her study came from grants and gaming operations.  The “key 

granting agency for tribal libraries” was the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

(IMLS).  The IMLS administers the LSTA grants.  Technology was also an aspect of the 

study.  She found that most of the tribal libraries studied had limited Internet access and 

                                                 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Bonnie Biggs, “Tribal Libraries: And Still They Rise,” MultiCultural Review 9 (March 2000): 20-23;55-
56. 
25 Ibid. 
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had newly placed automation systems.  Another source of funding and technology came 

from the Gates Library Initiative (GLI) which had just begun implementing technology in 

the tribal libraries. 

 

 12



Materials and Methods 

Purpose of the Study 

 The purpose of the study was to discover and describe the tribal libraries in 

Louisiana.  The purpose was also to find out ways in which public libraries in Louisiana 

were serving the major Native American communities in the state.  Because the tribal 

libraries had been undocumented, personal video interviews were chosen as the research 

method to get the most detail possible.  The tribal libraries were also within reasonable 

driving distance for the researcher.   

 Print surveys were sent to public library directors in the ten parishes designated to 

be Native American communities by this study.1  The surveys were open ended to allow 

the directors to respond with their thoughts on how their libraries were serving the 

Indians in the community.  Print surveys were sufficient for this preliminary study to 

discover the services being provided for Louisiana Indians by the public libraries.  

Personal interviews were not feasible because of the number and distance of the parish 

libraries.  The survey’s format allowed for the directors to have time to discuss the survey 

questions with staff members who interact with the public, such as reference librarians.  

Library directors are also, in general, familiar with receiving print surveys. 

 Phone interviews were given to tribes without tribal libraries.  The interviews 

consisted of questions regarding service to the tribal members by the parish libraries.  

Because there were no tribal libraries for these tribes, there were fewer questions asked 

and less detail needed.  Telephone calls were also used to discover the existence of the 

                                                 
1 See Introduction of this study 
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tribal libraries.  When a tribal spokesperson said that there was no tribal library, the 

questioning continued on to the service by the public libraries. 

Tribal Video and Phone Interviews 

Louisiana tribal libraries were not listed, at the time of research, in the Louisiana 

Library Directory, something which is currently being rectified.2  Therefore, part of the 

research goals was to identify tribal libraries in Louisiana.  Pat Arnould at the Louisiana 

Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs (OIA) provided critical information and guidance on 

who to contact to discover these libraries.  Each tribe from the OIA’s list was contacted 

by telephone initially by the telephone number on the list.  If there was an education 

director or librarian as noted by the OIA, she was spoken to directly.   

When no contact information was available, the person who answered the phone 

was questioned.  It was assumed that the people answering the phones at the tribal 

headquarters had knowledge of the tribal members’ information needs because of the 

nature of their jobs. The interviewee was asked if the tribe had a tribal library.  If the tribe 

did not have a tribal library, the interviewee was asked if the tribe had a collection of 

books or videos that the tribal members were allowed to check out.  It was important to 

clarify this because, in some cases, the tribe did not consider itself to have an official 

library, yet the tribe may have lent books to tribal members.  If the interviewee still said 

the tribe did not have a tribal library, she was asked about the local parish library and 

about how that library serves the tribal members in general and the interviewee 

personally. 

                                                 
2 The researcher has submitted a list of tribal library contact information to the State Library of Louisiana to 
be considered for entry into the next Louisiana Library Directory. 
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For the tribes that had a library, appointments were made to interview the library 

staff person.  Tribes without libraries were given the same set of questions over the phone 

regarding the parish library system.3  The phone interviews were not taped because of the 

lack of equipment. 

The video interviews began by explaining that the research was for a thesis for the 

researcher’s Master of Library and Information Science.  The researcher also was 

identified as being a member of the Delaware Tribe of Indians.  This was done to make 

the interviewees feel more comfortable in answering questions and speaking in front of 

the camera.  Each tribal member being interviewed was then asked a series of open-ended 

questions regarding the services provided by the library, the history of the library and 

building, the technology in the library, funding, culture integration, and the opinion of the 

interviewee of the parish library system and how it has served the tribal information 

needs.4  Interviewees concluded the interview by adding other comments they wanted to 

make.   

Patterson’s 1995 study included a quote by an elder who was asked what he 

wanted in his library.  The elder said he wanted “theses and dissertations” because he 

says that people are always studying his tribe.  The researchers go away and the elder 

never knows what they write.  He said, “We want copies of their studies so we can see 

what they write about us.  We want our young people to see what others say about us.”5  

Each participant in this study will receive a copy of the thesis for the tribe’s collection.   

                                                 
3 See Appendix A 
4 See Appendix A 
5 Lotsee Patterson, “Information Needs and Services of Native Americans, “ Rural Libraries 15 (1995): 37-
44. 
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The questions for the video and phone interviews were not pre-tested because of 

the limited prospects for sample participants.  After the initial interview, the questions 

were reviewed and found adequately cover the research topic.   

 Video taped participants also received a packet of information regarding resources 

for libraries and librarians in Louisiana.   

Parish Library Print Surveys 

 Ten parish library directors were sent print surveys. The Clifton Choctaw and 

Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana are in the same parish (Rapides) and one tribe is 

located in two parishes (the Coushatta tribe is in Jefferson Davis Parish and Allen 

Parish).  The surveys included seven open-ended questions about services provided by 

the parish library system to the tribal members in their area.6   The survey questions were 

not pre-tested because of the small number of the specialized group of participants.  

There would not have been a sample group to test the questions. 

 

                                                 
6 See Appendix B 
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Results 

Tribal Libraries – Video Interviews 

United Houma Nation1 

 The Houma tribal headquarters was contacted first about a tribal library.  The 

representative said that there was not a tribal library and that the tribe primarily used the 

LaFourche Parish Library system.  At a meeting of the Native American Student 

Association at Louisiana State University, the researcher spoke with some Houma 

students.  The students said that there was a library at the Dulac Community Center 

which serves the tribe.  The Houma tribe is in the Southeast part of Louisiana in an area 

with many bayous running through it.  Because of this, the Houma tribe itself is divided 

geographically.  There is the LaFourche side in Golden Meadow, LA where the 

headquarters is located.  There is also the Terrebone Parish side where Dulac is located.  

The land divided by the bayous consists of narrow strips with room for a road down the 

middle and buildings that run along the road. 

 The Program Director at the Dulac Community Center is John Silver.  He has no 

formal training in librarianship but is the closest thing to the librarian at the center.  Mr. 

Silver is twenty-one years old and is a member of the United Houma Nation.  He attends 

Nicholls University and is majoring in Psychology.  He started the job four years ago as 

an intern with the Intertribal Council of Louisiana, which trains young Native Americans 

to gain job skills.  Mr. Silver stated that he would like to stay at the community center 

after graduation, but is not sure about attending library school.   

                                                 
1 Interview with John Silver, Program Director of the Dulac Community Center, Dulac, Louisiana. Fall 
2001. 

 17



 The Dulac Community Center is governed by the Methodist Church and the 

General Board of Global Ministries. The library’s collection began in the mid 1970’s.  

The collection contains about 5000 items including a variety of books similar to a public 

library, such as children’s materials, adult, religious, fiction, and reference.  The books 

are categorized using the Dewey Decimal system.  The library does not have a card or 

online catalog.  The staff maintains a paper list of the collection.  Almost all of the books 

the library has are used and have been donated.  The library very rarely gets new books.  

The library has a Native American collection.  The few books on the Houma tribe were 

checked out at the time of the interview.  Mr. Silver said they are very popular. 

 Because the Methodist church sponsors the library, Mr. Silver was asked if the 

library had ever had any censorship issues.  He was asked, if the library had the 

opportunity to get a book on abortion, would there be an issue.  Mr. Silver said getting 

that type of book would pose no issue or problem for the library. 

 The library is open on request, but normally stays closed.  The library is available 

to the public but mostly serves tribal members.  The users of the library are primarily 

Native American women and children.   

Mr. And Mrs. Carl Brunson, the directors, started the Indian Mission School 70 

years ago.  The building was built in the 1950’s.  After the parish school system took 

over, the mission changed to provide social and recreational service programs for the 

Native Americans and Cajuns of Terrebone Parish.  The facilities are occasionally used 

by the school system to train teachers.  The new administration building section was built 

in 1990 and survived hurricane Andrew in 1992.  Faye Toups is the Executive Director of 

the center and is not Native American.  The center has four full time employees and three 
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part time employees.  It used to have a Head Start program but does not anymore.   The 

community center also has a gymnasium which is used to hold a mini powwow in the 

fall. 

One interesting feature that was common to another tribal library, and not 

common to most public libraries, was the sewing room.  The Bayou Native American 

dance group uses the room to sew regalia.  This type of cultural information source would 

be difficult to get from books alone.  Having this type of resource near the library may 

further help maintain the tribe’s culture. 

The library’s primary funding comes from the United Methodist Church.  The 

center also solicits donations from the business and private sectors.  The United Houma 

Nation does not have a reservation and so does not have a casino or other gaming.  Mr. 

Silver said that the funding levels vary from year to year. 

When asked for his wishlist for the library, Mr. Silver’s main concern was having 

a full-time or even a part-time librarian, and then other staff to maintain the library.  He 

would like to see readings for children.  He said they only use the library for assignments 

now.  He wants them to enjoy reading.  He would like more computers and software.  He 

feels that if the library were able to be open regularly, more people would come and use 

the library. 

The Dulac Community Center has a computer lab with Internet access.  They have 

about a dozen old computers, but are ordering nine new Dell PCs.  Mr. Silver wrote a 

grant for the new Dells through the United Global Ministries.  The center received 

$15,000 for new computers and equipment.  A Microsoft certified instructor will be 

teaching classes on how to use the computers and the Internet.  The old machines were 
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donations and are outdated.  The computers run Windows 95 and have some educational 

games. 

In addition to the sewing room and the Native American collection, the library 

also sponsors some cultural events.  On occasion they will have traditional arts and crafts.  

Sometimes there is have storytelling. 

The Houma language is dead.  Like some other tribes in Louisiana, the elder 

Houma Indians speak Cajun French.  The library does have some books in Cajun. 

The Terrebone Parish Library’s nearest branch is the East Houma Branch 

seventeen miles from Dulac.  Mr. Silver said there used to be a branch in Grand Callou, 

five miles away, but that it closed due to lack of funding.  Mr. Silver said that the parish 

library personnel is aware of the tribe.  Transportation is the biggest barrier for tribal 

members going to the public library.  Mr. Silver was not aware of any special services or 

collection that the parish library offers.  He was not aware of any contact between the 

center and the Terrebone Parish Library.  Mr. Silver once spoke with the director of the 

Terrebone Parish Library to get ideas from him for services at the Dulac Community 

Center library.  There was no further communication. 

The community center offers other services, including piano lessons for ages 12-

17 and the America Reads program, which uses tutors from the US Coastguard, 

volunteers, and staff.  On the bulletin board and around the building, one can see the 

flyers for upcoming powwows, the Intertribal Council of Louisiana, and other events and 

services intended for Indians. 
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Tunica-Biloxi Tribe2 

 Juanita DeCote is the tour guide at the Tunica-Biloxi museum.  She has also 

served as the librarian there for six years.  She was born and raised on the Tunica-Biloxi 

reservation and is a member of the tribe.  She has an eighth grade education. 

 The library is located in the museum’s kitchen and takes up one long wall about 

20 feet wide, and half of the shorter wall about eight feet wide.  The shelves are about 

twelve feet high.  The collection consists of approximately 1000 items, mostly of Native 

American books, some Tunica-Biloxi, some from other tribes.  The collection also 

includes archeology and art books, and materials for entertainment.  The library has a fair 

sized collection of magazines like Sports Illustrated, Time, Life, and Forbes.   

 The collection is available to all tribal members to check out materials.  The 

library is open to the public for reference use only.  The primary users of the library are 

the school children from the tribe. 

 Ms. DeCote learned to catalog from a friend of the director of the museum.  The 

woman came a year ago from the LSU Alexandria library and taught Ms. DeCote and a 

co-worker to catalog using the Library of Congress classification system, as a favor for 

the director.  Ms. DeCote loves books and said that, while she was cataloging, she often 

got caught up in what she was reading and had to make herself go back to working. 

William Day was the original director of the museum and library.  The library began 

around 1991 with donations of books.  The museum was built two years before the 

library was started. 

 The main source of funding for the library is grants.  The library also receives 

some personal donations.  Ms. DeCote was unaware of this, but the director had applied 
                                                 
2 Interview with Juanita DeCote, Library Staff, Marksville, Louisiana.  Fall 2001. 
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for and received the Library Services and Technology Act grant for the past few years.  

The Tunic-Biloxi tribe does have a casino.  As far as Ms. DeCote knows, the library does 

not receive any direct funding from the casino.  The library was built before the casino, 

so it was not built with casino funding. 

 The building itself is the tribe’s way of maintaining their culture and artifacts 

properly.  The building is in the form of a sacred temple mound.  A group of French and 

Indian artifacts known as the Tunica Treasure was stolen from ancestral graves.  When 

the artifacts were returned to the Tunica-Biloxi, the tribe was unable to return them to 

their rightful place.  So the temple mound was built to symbolically rebury the items. 

 When asked about her wishlist for the library, Ms. DeCote responded that she 

would like a better room for the library, since it shared space with the kitchen.  She also 

wanted more Indian heritage and culture books, especially from smaller tribes, whom she 

felt are often misrepresented by the media. 

 The library does not have a computer lab, but Ms. DeCote did put her catalog into 

software at the museum.  She would like to put it on the web eventually.  She said they 

are “taking it slow” because they are waiting for new space for the library to be built. 

 The Tunica language died in 1921 with the last tribal member who spoke it.  The 

tribe’s second language had become Cajun French, like the Houma tribe, with English as 

a third language.  Unfortunately, like other speakers of Cajun French, the Tunica-Biloxi 

and the Houma were forced to speak English and lose yet another language.  There are 

still some elders who speak the French.  Ms. DeCote would like to have some Cajun 

books in her collection and would like to teach French to the children.  The library 
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currently does not provide services beyond the print collection, but Ms. DeCote would 

like to expand the functions of the library. 

 The Avoyelles Parish Library, the local public library is about two or three miles 

from the museum.  Ms. DeCote is not aware of any communication between the parish 

library and the Tunica-Biloxi library.  She is also unaware of any special services offered 

to the tribe by the public library. 

Coushatta Tribe3 

 The Office of Indian Affairs put me in touch with Shirley Doucet, the education 

director for the Coushatta tribe.  Mrs. Doucet is a full-blooded Coushatta and has worked 

at the education complex for thirteen years.  She has a high school education with 

vocational training as a secretary/office worker.  The Resource Center has two hundred 

books which are bought on an as-needed basis, mostly for classes and workshops held 

there.  The center has some encyclopedias, some Native American books, computer 

books, and others.   

The resource center’s primary users are students from elementary school and high 

school, and adult learners.  The resource center loans books for two weeks to tribal 

members.  There is after-school tutoring for students.  The center offers computer classes 

and other adult continuing education.  Like the Houma, sewing is important at the 

Coushatta resource center.  The resource center offers classes in quilting to make the 

quilts like those given to participants by the head lady at the powwows.  The computer 

lab has six new computers with flat screen monitors.  Internet access by students is 

monitored, by sign-in and history checking.  The students are only allowed to use the 

                                                 
3 Interview with Shirley Doucet, Education Director for the Coushatta Tribe, Coushatta Reservation, Elton, 
Louisiana.  Fall 2001 
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computers for school.  During the interview, Mrs. Doucet related an anecdote about one 

of the classes offered at the resource center.  The center held an adult e-mail class 

attended mostly by elders.  The elders could not understand why a computer mouse was 

called a “mouse”.  Mrs. Doucet said she used the Coushatta word for mouse and the 

elders smiled and understood better, but were still a bit confused. 

The Coushatta is the only tribe in Louisiana with an active tribal language.  Mrs. 

Doucet said that young people speak the language fluently.  There are not any books in 

Coushatta in the collection because, Mrs. Doucet believes, there were probably none 

written.   

The tribe has a reservation and a casino from which the tribe receives funding.  

When asked about her wishlist, Mrs. Doucet could not think of anything, which could 

indicate that she had adequate funding for all her needs.  Another reason for her content 

could be that the tribe has an excellent relationship with the parish libraries in the area.  

The tribe is served by the Jefferson Davis Parish Public Library System at the Elton 

Branch and the Allen Parish system.  Allen Parish provides a bookmobile and the 

Jefferson Davis Parish Library goes out to the reservation to do a summer reading 

program especially for the tribe.  The parish library has provided anything Mrs. Doucet 

has asked of it.  When asked if this was because of their substantial financial worth, Mrs. 

Doucet said that the libraries served the tribe even before the casino was built when the 

tribe was terribly poor.   

As an example of how tribal members use the library, Mrs. Doucet said that she 

and her husband use the Jefferson Davis public library.  He gets how-to type books for 

mechanical things, word working, etc, and she likes to check out spiritual books. 
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Chitimacha Tribal School4 

 Denise Hodge was born in 1950.  She attended Louisiana Tech and graduated in 

1972 with a double major in Library Science and Elementary Education.  She received 

her Masters of Education from the University of Southwestern Louisiana in 1981.  She 

attended the Louisiana State University library school for thirty hours but had to drop out 

due to a death in the family and her own illness.   

 Ms. Hodge worked in public schools for a while and in public libraries for six 

years.  Ms. Hodge went to live with her sister after her sister’s husband, the Chitimacha 

tribal chairman, was killed in a car accident. Ms. Hodge took the tribal school librarian 

position when it became available.  Ms. Hodge wants to instill her love of reading in the 

students.  When she reads sad books like “Where the Red Fern Grows” to the children, 

she cries.  But, she says, the children never laugh at her for it.  

The school is Kindergarten through eighth grade with 85 students.  The library is 

centrally located in the school and is structurally open, lined by two walls and two 

hallways so that there is no door to the library.  The library was built at the same time as 

the school.  The openness of the library is good, she feels, to welcome the children in, but 

it can be distracting to have other students walk by during a lesson. 

 The collection consists of approximately 4500 books and videos.  There is a small 

adult collection, open to the community, that was built by donations.   The school library 

was originally supposed to be a community library.  Ms. Hodge has applied for an 

expansion grant. 

                                                 
4 Interview with Denise Hodge, School Media Specialist at the Chitimacha Tribal School, Chitimacha 
Reservation, Charenton, Louisiana, Fall 2001. 
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 All of the library’s funding is through grants.  The Chitimacha tribal school 

library receives the LSTA grant which is about $4000 per year.  Ms. Hodge feels that the 

$4000 is not sufficient.  The Chitimacha tribe has a grant writer.  Ms. Hodge got the 

Indian Grant Directory and highlighted grants she thought would be applicable to the 

library.  She brought it to the grant writer and said “show me the money.” 

 Ms. Hodge was not aware of any money coming directly from the casino, unless it 

came through general funds, to fund the school or the library.  The casino pays for the 

school prom and a Mardi Gras party.  Ms. Hodge said it seems like there is less money 

now, even after the construction of the casino, because they always have to cut back.  

There was a time nine years ago when there was no librarian due to lack of funds.  

 Only Indian students are allowed to attend the school.  Stepchildren of tribal 

members may attend, but have to pay tuition.  Children of any tribe are allowed to attend; 

three children are from tribes other than the Chitimacha.  Ms. Hodge feels like they 

“coddle the children” which is good and bad.  The children get a lot of individual 

attention, but when they get to high school they cannot cope with the culture shock and 

many drop out.  The school is starting to wean the children by bringing them on tours of 

the high school before they finish their education at the tribal school.  

The school, once run by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), is now run by the 

tribe.  The Tribal Council governs the school board which governs the Principal.  The 

library and the school were built in the mid 1970’s.  The computer lab was added in 

1996.  Ms. Hodge feels that the only problem with the library’s unique design is that it 

would be difficult to expand. 
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One of the services offered by the library is the Accelerated Reading Program.  

The program includes color-coded stickers on the books to indicate the reading level for 

the children. 

The computer lab has six “limited, slow, old, and breaking computers.”  Each 

classroom has two computers.  Ms. Hodge would like to have at least 15-20 new 

computers because there are 12 students in a class.  Ms. Hodge cares for the children.  

She feels that computer skills are a good way for them to succeed in the world today.  

Ms. Hodge has applied for grants for wireless computers and laptops, but she is not too 

optimistic about her chances of getting the grants. 

In addition to the computers, Ms. Hodge’s wishlist includes keeping the reference 

materials up to date and adding more Native American books to their existing collection.  

She would like to find more Chitimacha books so that the children can learn about their 

culture.   

No one actively speaks the Chitimachan language.  Ms. Hodge said that the 

language was recreated by linguists.  The children attend language class at the school 

four days per week.  The children can say the Pledge of Allegiance in Chitimacha.  The 

Christmas play was also in Chitimacha this past year.  The children start with the 

language classes at pre-Kindergarten.  The Culture Department of the tribe teaches the 

language to adults.  The tribe is working on an alphabet book.  The language teacher 

provides storytelling sessions.  Once a week the children have culture class where they 

spend time doing beadwork, weaving their “famous double weave baskets that hold 

water,” and doing other crafts. 
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The nearest parish library is the new branch in Baldwin about five miles away in 

St. Mary Parish.  The Iberia Parish Library is 23 miles away.  Ms. Hodge says the parish 

library knows the tribe is there, but there has been no communication between her and 

anyone at the parish library.  The pre-Kindergarten class goes to the library for story 

hour, but the stories have nothing to do with tribal culture.  The students occasionally 

take field trips to the parish library.  Ms. Hodge has not received any information on the 

Summer Reading program, but would like to.  There has been no specific invitation to the 

tribe. 

When asked if there was anything else that she would like to add, Ms. Hodge said 

that she wants the children to remember where they came from.  The tribe and the school 

need to help the children finish high-school.  Ms. Hodge thinks the school is a great place 

to work and that there is good food and good people.  The only Chitimacha teacher there 

is the language teacher.  There are some Chitimachan support personnel. 

Results of Tribal Library Interviews by Topic 

The following tables break down each tribal library’s position on the major topics 

researched: collections, users, technology, funding, cultural integration, and education 

levels and tribal affiliations of library staff. 

Table 2: Tribal Libraries - Collections 

Tribe Collections 
Chitimacha Tribe K-8th school books with Native American section, some adult fiction 
Coushatta Tribe Books and workbooks related to workshops given 

Tunica-Biloxi Tribe Large Native American collection with some fiction, reference, and 
magazines 

United Houma Nation Similar to a public library collection with special Native American 
collections and religion collections 
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Table 3: Tribal Libraries - Users  
Tribe Users 

Chitimacha Tribe K-8th students, some adults from the community 
Coushatta Tribe All ages, tribal members only 

Tunica-Biloxi Tribe Open to the public for reference, open to tribal members for circulation, 
users are primarily school children 

United Houma Nation Open to the public, users are primarily Houma women and children 
 

Table 4: Tribal Libraries - Technology 
Tribe Technology 

Chitimacha Tribe Six computers, old and limited, have an OPAC5 
Coushatta Tribe Six brand new computers, internet access 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe No computer lab 
United Houma Nation Dozen old computers, Nine new computers on order, internet access 
 

Table 5: Tribal Libraries - Funding 
Tribe Primary Funding Source 

Chitimacha Tribe Grants 
Coushatta Tribe Tribal funds 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe Grants 
United Houma Nation Grants 
 

Table 6: Tribal Libraries - Cultural Integration 
Tribe Cultural Integration 

Chitimacha Tribe Native American collection, students have classes on culture and language 
Coushatta Tribe Sewing/Quilting workshops, workshops often in the Coushatta language 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe Majority of collection is Native American, located in a museum 

United Houma Nation Native American collection, arts and crafts workshops, sewing classes, 
powwows in adjoining facilities 

 

Table 7: Tribal Libraries – Education Levels and Tribal Affiliations of Library 
Staff 

Tribe Highest Education Levels of Library Staff Native American/  
Tribal Member 

Chitimacha Tribe Master of Education No 
Coushatta Tribe Vocational school Yes 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe 8th grade Yes 
United Houma Nation Currently in college Yes 

                                                 
5 The OPAC is the Online Public Access Catalog which has computer records of the library’s holdings. 
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Tribes without Tribal Libraries – Phone Interviews 

Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb6 

 Carolyn Bolton is the enrollment specialist for the tribe.  She participated in the 

interview.  Mrs. Bolton is married to a tribal member but is not a member by blood.   

The Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb does not have its own tribal library.  

However, the tribe has obtained land to build a tribal complex including an office, health 

center, youth center, and a library.  Currently the tribe has a very small collection of 

books, 20 in all.  She said that they used to loan them out to tribal members, but not 

everyone would return the books.  The collection is still available for tribal members to 

use on-site. 

Ms. Bolton feels that the Sabine Parish Library system is not adequate.  She feels 

that the parish library’s collection is mostly a very old history of Indians in general.  The 

parish library does not have the current information in which she feels tribal members are 

interested, such as information on the powwow circuit, festivals, styles of clothing, etc. 

The nearest large branch is 12 miles away in Many, LA.  There is a small, one 

room branch in Zwolle, LA.  The Zwolle branch contains mostly children's books, and 

Mrs. Bolton does not feel that it adequately serves adults in the community.  She had 

even forgotten about the branch until, during the interview, when she was asked if there 

was a library in Zwolle.  She feels that tribal members have a problem getting 

transportation to Many.  Ms. Bolton said that tribal members take advantage of inter-

library loan (ILL) with the Many branch.  She said she has not tried ILL with the small 

branch in Zwolle.  There is no bookmobile. 

                                                 
6 Telephone interview with Carolyn Bolton, Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb Tribal Enrollment 
Specialist.  January 2002. 
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Mrs. Bolton felt that the tribe is often in contact with the library.  Tribal members 

often go through Mrs. Bolton and the tribal offices for ILL requests.  Mrs. Bolton feels 

that the parish library could improve services to the community by surveying to find out 

“what people really want.”  She feels that the library “orders what they think [tribal 

members] want, but it's not always appropriate.” 

Mrs. Bolton was asked about the new library that the tribe will build.  She said 

that they are consulting with other tribal libraries across the United States for ideas.  The 

tribe is an American Indian Library Association member.  Mrs. Bolton was not aware of 

the other tribal libraries in Louisiana. 

Clifton Choctaw Tribe7 

Blanche Thomas is the temporary secretary for the tribe.  The Clifton Choctaw do 

not have their own library, but the Rapides Parish Library sends a bookmobile out every 

two weeks.  Ms. Thomas is a tribal member and an active user of the bookmobile 

services.  She says that at her bookmobile stop there are usually five or six people who 

use it each time.  The library provides a variety of books and will supply Native 

American books when asked.  The library does carry books on the Clifton Choctaw tribe.   

She does not feel that the bookmobile is lacking in anything.  The bookmobile 

staff provides whatever the tribal members request.  The bookmobile only provides 

books, no other services like training workshops or storytelling. 

The tribe has an educational center which has after school tutoring for tribal 

members who wish to participate.  The center also has six computers, which Ms. Thomas 

feels are sufficient for the tribe's needs. 

                                                 
7 Telephone interview with Blanche Thomas, Clifton Choctaw Tribe Temporary Tribal Secretary.  January 
2002. 
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Four-Winds Cherokee Tribe8 

Principle Chief, Billy Sinor, was interviewed about library services to his tribe.  

The researcher was able to speak to him briefly even though the tribe was currently in the 

middle of a lawsuit. 

The Four-Winds Cherokee do not have a tribal library, but Chief Sinor thinks that 

the local Vernon Parish Library is "outstanding!"  The parish library is about five miles 

away and is a relatively new branch.  He really likes the genealogy research material that 

they have.  He finds the staff to be friendly and helpful.  The tribe has between 2500-

5000 members and Chief Sinor believes that the library knows of their existence.   

The tribe was recognized in 1997 by the State of Louisina so the parish library 

does not have much information on the tribe yet.  The library does have information on 

the Dawes Rolls and the Miller Commission which Chief Sinor considers to be good aids 

in finding Cherokee genealogy roots. 

There is no communication currently between the tribe and the library, but Chief 

Sinor says that he will bring information to the library about the tribe after the lawsuit is 

over.  He wants to include their rolls without the private information of the members. 

Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana9 

Jeanette Bennett, who is married to a tribal member, answered the phone at the 

Talimali Band of Apalache tribal headquarters. 

The tribe applied for state recognition, but the chief would have had to sign a 99-

year contract that said they could not have gaming if they ever got federal recognition. It 

is not up to the chief, but to the tribal council to decide this.  The council decided that 

                                                 
8 Telephone interview with Billy Sinor, Principal Chief of the Four-Winds Cherokee Tribe.  January, 2002. 
9 Telephone interview with Jeanette Bennett, Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana Tribal Employee.  
January 2002. 
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they did not want to limit their children and grandchildren in this way.  So the tribe will 

never have state recognition.  The other tribes that do have state recognition got it before 

gaming was an issue.  The tribe is currently awaiting processing for federal recognition.   

The tribe does not have a tribal library, but they are gathering materials about 

their tribe.  There are some publications about their people.  The tribe currently has about 

twenty books that are available for reference but not to check out.   

The Gunner branch of the Rapides Parish Library is about two miles away.  Tribal 

members also use the branch in Alexandria and the LSU-Alexandria library for research 

purposes.  

Tribal members use the parish library for internet access and reading.  Ms. 

Bennett feels the parish library has excellent children's programming and that the library 

encourages children to read.   

She feels the parish library is adequate.  If the library does not have an item, the 

librarians will get it through ILL.  In some cases librarians have bought books on the 

requests of tribal members.  She could not think of a way to improve upon parish library 

at all because she felt their services are sufficient to meet the tribe's needs.  

Caddo Adais Tribe 10 

There is no tribal library for the Caddo Adais Tribe.  The tribe primarily uses the 

local university’s library for genealogy and tribal history research.   

Chief Rufus Davis was interviewed about the parish library’s services to the tribe.  

The nearest public library is fifteen miles away which is a transportation problem for 

some tribal members.  Chief Davis said that tribal members “do what they have to do 

during the day and leave the library ‘til last” because of its distance.  A bookmobile does 
                                                 
10 Telephone interview with Chief Rufus Davis, Caddo Adais Tribal Chairman.  February 2002. 
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come out, but Chief Davis felt that it comes at the wrong time of day.  He said that it 

comes during the day when the kids are in school.  Chief Davis felt that it should come in 

the evening after school for the children to get the most benefit from it.  When asked if 

the library served his population adequately, Chief Davis responded that “they [the 

library] do what they can,” but he felt that the bookmobile should come at a different 

time of day. 

Chief Davis said that the library is aware of the tribe’s presence, but there have 

been no special services offered and no communication from either the library or the 

tribe. 

Jena Band of Choctaws 11 

Christie Murphy is the Education Director for the Jena Band of Choctaws.  The 

tribe has a small collection of about sixty books available for circulation to tribal 

members.  The LaSalle Parish Library is located about four to five miles from the tribal 

headquarters.  When asked, Ms. Murphy said that the parish library knows that the tribe 

is there.   However, there has been no communication either from the tribe or the library.  

Ms. Murphy went into the library to evaluate how useful it would be to members of her 

tribe.  She was able to find many items of interest in the catalog, but the materials were 

not on the shelves.  She did not ask anyone why the books were not on the shelves.  She 

was looking primarily for materials on Native Americans, books on battles like Little Big 

Horn, and fiction stories for children. 

Ms. Murphy stated that if there were programs at the library intended for tribal 

members, she would assume that the library would contact the tribe. 

                                                 
11 Telephone interview with Christie Murphy, Jena Band of Choctaws Education Director.  February 2002. 
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She said that her overall opinion of the library was that it was a small parish, rural 

library.   “They do have a good supply of books, just not in the Native American field.” 

She was concerned that there were no materials available to kids for school assignments.  

She mentioned that the Internet was an available option now, though.   She felt that if she 

would ask, the parish library could probably get books, but she has not asked.  Her main 

concern was that they did not have books readily available that were relevant for tribal 

members. 

Parish Library Survey Results12 

 Of the ten surveys sent out to the parish libraries, six were returned completed for 

a sixty percent return rate.  The following parishes replied: Allen, Avoyelles, 

Natchitoches, Sabine, St. Mary, and Vernon.  The following parishes did not choose to 

participate: Jefferson Davis, Rapides, LaSalle, and Terrebone. 

 The following breakdown gives the responses from each parish library director.13 

Question 1 

What types of special services, if any, do you offer to this group? Please describe the 

services that are offered in the following areas: Collections, Bilingual materials, 

Programs (workshops, classes, cultural events, etc.), Oral Tradition/Storytelling. 

Allen Parish (Coushatta) 

Services: “We have sent our library van to the reservation to offer library cards 

and services.  Very little participation” 

Response to all sub-questions: “No” 

                                                 
12 Surveys were completed and returned between November and December 2001. 
13 See Appendix B for complete survey 
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Avoyelles Parish (Tunica-Biloxi) 

Did not respond to Question 1 

Sabine Parish (Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb) 

Response to question and all sub-questions: “None” 

Vernon Parish (Four-Winds Cherokee) 

Bilingual: “English Only” 

Storytelling: “General collection and programs and services for Americans” 

No response to other parts of Question 1 

Natchitoches Parish (Caddo Adais) 

Services: “Basic Native American collection” 

Response to all sub-questions: “N/A” 

St. Mary Parish (Chitimacha) 

Services: “We currently have eight books in our collection that focuses on the 

Chitimacha Tribe” 

Bilingual: “None.  The tribe is trying to trace the history of their language.  Their 

language was lost over the years and English is now their primary language.” 

Programs: “We do not have any workshops or classes that focus on the 

Chitimacha Tribe.  We provide workshops and classes for the general public.” 

Storytelling: “We do not provide anything special for the Chitimacha tribe, but 

they do come to the library with artifacts, literature and stories about their 

ancestry.  The provide this to the public free of charge.” 

Question 2 

If you do not offer any special services for this group, why is that so?  
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Allen Parish (Coushatta) 

No Services Selections: “Do not have many patrons from this group use the 

library, Not enough funding” 

Avoyelles Parish (Tunica-Biloxi) 

No Services Selections: “Do not have many patrons from this group use the 

library, Other” 

Other Explain: “We have made this group aware of our willingness to offer 

cooperative programs on assistance in any way.  We do offer many programs and 

collection materials which would be of specific interest to tribal members but 

those are not limited to tribal members.  There is, unfortunately, not much 

material or information published on the Tunica-Biloxi, but we do buy anything 

we find.  There is no language, to my knowledge.  I should say, no extant 

language; I'm sure there was one at one time.” 

Sabine Parish (Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb) 

No Services Selections: “Other” 

Other Explain: “Their needs seem to be similar to the rest of the community.  

Also, they have a fairly large collection of library materials at their tribal 

headquarters.” 

Vernon Parish (Four-Winds Cherokee) 

No Services Selections: “Not aware of group in this area, Do not have many 

patrons from this group use the library, Not enough funding” 

Natchitoches Parish (Caddo Adais) 
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No Services Selections: “Do not have many patrons from this group use the 

library” 

St. Mary Parish (Chitimacha) 

No Services Selections:” Do not have many patrons from this group use the 

library, Other” 

Other Explain: “I am a new director at this library system (since April) and this 

will be a focus of mine once I get all of our current problems worked out.” 

Question 3 

Have you ever been approached by the tribe to provide a special service or to have the 

library used by the tribe for a special event? If yes, please explain. 

St. Mary Parish (Chitimacha) 

Response: “We have not been approached by the tribe to provide any special 

services.  Children from their tribal school do attend and participate in our weekly 

story hours.” 

All Other Parishes 

 Response: “No” 

Question 4 

Has your library ever done a needs assessment for this group? If yes, what was the result? 

All Parishes 

 Response: “No” 

Question 5 

If the library has not performed a formal needs assessment for this group, what do you 

think are the needs of this group, from your perspective? 
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Allen Parish (Coushatta) 

Response: “I think they need information about library services available to them.  They 

probably need some basic literacy services.  Computer instruction, job hunting 

information, adults' and children’s programming are all things the Coushatta need.  In 

short, they need the same things we all need but perhaps customized to blend with their 

culture.” 

Avoyelles Parish (Tunica-Biloxi) 

 Response: “As far as special needs, separate from those of the average person, 

probably predominately cultural and historical needs.” 

Sabine Parish (Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb) 

 Response: “I am not aware of any special needs of this group” 

Vernon Parish (Four-Winds Cherokee) 

 No response 

Natchitoches Parish (Caddo Adais) 

Response: “I feel that the basic needs of this group would be the basic needs of 

any group.  That is, the ability to access information freely and without 

limitation.” 

St. Mary Parish (Chitimacha) 

Response: “The Chitimacha Tribe is very self sufficient and does not require 

anything from us that is separate from what is supplied to the general public.” 

Question 6 

Do you plan to provide any special services for this group in the future? Please explain. 
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Allen Parish (Coushatta) 

Response: “At present, no.  However I do see this as an area we need to explore.  

We are hampered by their lack of interest and the fact that they are much closer to 

the adjacent parish's library [Jefferson Davis Parish].  Also, we are stretched 

pretty thin ourselves.” 

Avoyelles Parish (Tunica-Biloxi) 

Response: “We do plan to offer a program through the LEH [Louisiana 

Endowment for the Humanities] on Native American history and literature” 

Sabine Parish (Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb) 

Response: “No” 

Vernon Parish (Four-Winds Cherokee) 

Response: “No” 

Natchitoches Parish (Caddo Adais) 

Response: “Not at this time” 

St. Mary Parish (Chitimacha) 

Response: “We do not have plans to provide any special services to the tribe in 

the immediate future.” 

Question 7 

November is National Indian Heritage Month.  Does your library plan to do anything 

special for this? 

Allen Parish (Coushatta) 

Response: “Not aware of this so did not plan anything.” 

 40



Avoyelles Parish (Tunica-Biloxi) 

Response: “Not this year, although we may in the future” 

Sabine Parish (Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb) 

Response: “No” 

Vernon Parish (Four-Winds Cherokee) 

Response: “No - programs for Americans only - no special groups” 

Natchitoches Parish (Caddo Adais) 

Response: “Not at this time” 

St. Mary Parish (Chitimacha) 

Response: “We did not do anything special for this month other than our normal 

Thanksgiving story tellings of the Indians and their role in the first 

Thanksgiving.” 

Parish Library Statistics 

 In all fairness, some public libraries have larger budgets or staffs than others.  

Therefore, below are listed some statistics for the parish libraries surveyed along with 

satisfaction by the interviewees.14 

Table 8: Interviewee Satisfaction with Parish Libraries 
Parish Library Tribe(s) Served Interviewees Generally Pleased with  

Public Library Service 
Blanche Thomas Rapides Clifton Choctaw and  

Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana Jeanette Bennett Yes 

Jefferson Davis 
Allen Coushatta Shirley Doucet Yes 

Vernon Four-Winds Cherokee Principle Chief Billy Sinor Yes 
Natchitoches Caddo Adais Chief Rufus Davis No 
St. Mary Chitimacha Denise Hodge No 
Sabine Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb Carolyn Bolton No 
LaSalle Jena Band of Choctaws Christie Murphy No 
Avoyelles Tunica-Biloxi Juanita DeCote No 
Terrebone United Houma Nation John Silver No 
 
                                                 
14 Louisiana, Public Libraries in Louisiana Statistical Report (State Library of Louisiana, 2000). 
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Table 9: Parish Library Statistics 2000 – Buildings and Bookmobiles 
Parish Library Tribe(s) Served # of Buildings # of Bookmobiles 

Rapides Clifton Choctaw and  
Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana 

10 1 

Sabine Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb 8 0 
Terrebone United Houma Nation 8 0 
Avoyelles Tunica-Biloxi 7 0 
St. Mary Chitimacha 6 1 
Jefferson Davis Coushatta 4 1 
Allen Coushatta 3 0 
Vernon Four-Winds Cherokee 3 1 
LaSalle Jena Band of Choctaws 2 1 
Natchitoches Caddo Adais 1 1 
 

Table 10: Parish Library Statistics 2000 – MLS Librarians 
Parish Library Tribe(s) Served # MLS  

Librarians 
Population Per One  

FTE MLS15 
State Ranking  

out of 65 
LaSalle Jena Band of Choctaws 1 14,282 20 
St. Mary Chitimacha 3 14,570 21 
Jefferson Davis Coushatta 2 16,288 23 
Natchitoches Caddo Adais 2 19,540 28 
Terrebone United Houma Nation 5 20,901 32 
Avoyelles Tunica-Biloxi 2 23,045 37 
Sabine Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb 1 23,459 38 
Allen Coushatta 1 25,440 42 
Rapides Clifton Choctaw and  

Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana 
4 31,584 46 

Vernon Four-Winds Cherokee 0 - 54 
 

Table 11: Parish Library Statistics 2000 – Total Income Per Capita 
Parish Library Tribe(s) Served Total Income Per Capita State Ranking out of 65 

Terrebone United Houma Nation $37.96 7 
St. Mary Chitimacha $27.84 20 
LaSalle Jena Band of Choctaws $23.18 26 
Allen Coushatta $22.12 29 
Rapides Clifton Choctaw and  

Talimali Band of Apalache of Louisiana 
$21.94 30 

Natchitoches Caddo Adais $21.82 31 
Jefferson Davis Coushatta $19.77 35 
Sabine Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb $16.22 49 
Avoyelles Tunica-Biloxi $13.64 54 
Vernon Four-Winds Cherokee $13.22 55 
 

                                                 
15 Full Time Equivalent Master of Library Science degreed employees 
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Both tribes in Rapides Parish were pleased with the library’s services to the tribal 

members.  The Rapides Parish Library had the most buildings of all of the libraries in the 

study, and it had a bookmobile.  The Rapides Parish Library had more people per one 

FTE MLS, but it had four MLS librarians on staff, the next to highest number of MLS 

librarians in the survey.  This library system also fell in the middle range for budget as 

compared with the other libraries in the survey.  The statistics show that there is more 

outreach possible in Rapides Parish because of the number of branches and the 

bookmobile.  The bookmobile was mentioned by the Clifton Choctaw interviewee as 

being beneficial to tribal members.   

The Coushatta tribe was pleased with the service that it has received from two 

parish library systems.  The Jefferson Davis and Allen Parish Library systems have a 

similar number of buildings.16  From the print survey the Allen Parish Library claimed to 

have a smaller system than the Jefferson Davis system.  The statistics show that the Allen 

Parish Library had more income per capita and only one building fewer than the Jefferson 

Davis system.  The Allen Parish Library had one fewer MLS librarian and had a larger 

population per that one FTE MLS.  Statistically the systems are similar, and fall in the 

middle range of each of the statistics reviewed. 

Even though the Vernon Parish Library does not have an MLS librarian, the 

Principle Chief of the Four-Winds Cherokee Tribe found the library to be 

“outstanding.”17  The Vernon Parish Library was also listed low on the statistics for the 

number of buildings and was last in the survey for total income per capita. 

                                                 
16 The statistics did not list Allen Parish’s bookmobile that both the interview and the print survey results 
discussed. 
17 Telephone interview with Billy Sinor, Principal Chief of the Four-Winds Cherokee Tribe.  January, 2002. 
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The four library systems with which Louisiana tribes were satisfied statistically 

had high, medium, and low resources as compared with other library systems in the 

survey.  Rapides Parish Library had the highest amount of resources, Jefferson Davis and 

Allen Parish libraries fell in the middle, and the Vernon Parish Library had the least 

amount of resources.  Yet all four of these library systems generally satisfied their tribal 

communities.  This data shows that there was no correlation between resources and 

satisfaction with library service. 
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Discussion 

Summary of Results 

The results of this study show that there are a variety of tribal libraries in the state 

of Louisiana.  There is a library in a community center, a library in a museum, a school 

library, and a resource center in the education department for one of the tribes.  One tribe 

has future plans to build a tribal library.  All of the collections have at least a special 

section, if not the focus, dedicated to Native American interests such as literature and 

history.  In general the tribal libraries also have some the typical items found in most 

public libraries in Louisiana such as general fiction, children’s books, and reference 

materials.   

What makes the tribal libraries special is not necessarily their collections but their 

audiences.  The missions of these libraries are all the same: to serve the information 

needs of the Indian population in the area.  The tribal libraries do this not only through 

the collection, but also through the services they provide and how and where they provide 

them.  All of the libraries are linked to a tribal oriented building like the community 

center, the tribal school, the education center, and the museum.  The tribal libraries do not 

operate separately or independently. 

Culture 

Culture was fundamental at the tribal libraries.  Two of the four libraries offered 

sewing classes because sewing is an integral part of the culture.  The two types of sewing 

represented were quilting and sewing for regalia.  Products of both these types of sewing 

are prominent at powwows.  The only tribe to have a living language held classes in both 

English and Coushatta.  The Chitimacha tribal school held language classes.  The other 

two tribes with libraries also had tribal members who spoke Cajun French.  These 
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libraries held a minimal number of books in Cajun French.  Arts and crafts classes were 

both a reality for some libraries and a dream for others. 

Service to Children 

All of the Louisiana tribal libraries focus on serving the Indian children.  

Children’s services included after school tutoring, collections, and reference services.  In 

the case of the school library, of course, the entire focus was on children with the 

exception of the small adult fiction section for community adults. 

Funding 

A primary source of funding for all of the tribes was grants and donations.  The 

Coushatta were the only tribe who also received a major amount of funding from the 

tribe.  Casinos were not influential in funding the tribal libraries.  Ms. Doucet with the 

Coushatta was unsure if casino funds were included in the tribal funds that came into her 

department.   

Technology 

Three of the tribal libraries had computer labs, ranging from state of the art to out 

of date computers.  All had PC type machines running some version of Microsoft 

Windows, again ranging from the latest (MS Windows 2000) to older versions.  There 

were between six and a dozen computers at each lab.  The one library that did not have a 

computer lab did have their catalog on a computer with hopes to publish it on the web in 

the future.  Cataloging practices included the Library of Congress Classification System, 

the Dewey Decimal System, and having only shelf lists. 

Public Library Service 

 The most successful parish library programs, according to the tribal members 

interviewed, were the ones that came to the tribal members.  In the case of the Coushatta, 
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the Allen Parish library brought out their bookmobile and the Jefferson Davis Parish 

library brought out the Summer Reading Program to the tribe’s resource center.  A 

bookmobile also visits members of the Clifton Choctaw tribe.  Ms. Thomas was satisfied 

with the bookmobile’s service. 

 Another success story was found in genealogy resources.  The Four-Winds 

Cherokee Chief found the parish library’s genealogy collection to be “outstanding.”  The 

Caddo Adais tribe uses the local university’s library specifically for its extensive 

genealogy collection. 

 Unfortunately, many interviewees felt that they were not being served adequately 

or at all by the parish library systems.  The print surveys to the parish libraries support the 

interviewees’ opinions that the services to tribal members are inadequate.  The parish 

libraries in many cases are not offering special services to the Indian populations in their 

areas.   

 The Vernon Parish Library serving the Four-Winds Cherokee tribe stated that it 

had a “General collection and programs and services for Americans.”  This raises the 

question of what constitutes an American collection, programs, and services. 

Many of the libraries responding to the surveys stated that they do not have many 

Indian patrons using the library.  This also raises questions such as what are the methods 

the libraries are using to determine the ethnicity of patrons, and what are the reasons that 

Indian patrons are not using the library. Only two libraries responded that the reason they 

do not have special services is a lack of funding. 

The Sabine Parish Library serving the Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb 

stated that the tribe’s “needs seem to be similar to the rest of the community.  Also, they 
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have a fairly large collection of library materials at their tribal headquarters.”  The Sabine 

Parish Library stated in the survey that a needs assessment had not been done for the 

tribe.  This raises further questions of how the library knows what those needs are.  The 

parish library was misinformed of the “large collection.”  The tribe has hopes to build a 

tribal library in the future, but currently they have about twenty books that they circulate. 

The results of the surveys showed that there was no communication between the 

parish libraries and the tribes in either direction.  None of the parish libraries had done an 

information needs analysis, yet they all had opinions on what “seemed” to be the needs of 

the tribal members.  A popular response was that the needs of the tribal members are the 

same as everyone else.  One parish felt that the tribe did not need the library. 

Most parish libraries in the study did not plan to offer any special services in the 

future.  One did plan to have something on Native American history and literature, while 

another wanted to be able to offer services, but did not have the resources.  No one was 

planning anything for Native American Heritage month.  One however does have the 

annual storytelling of “the Indians and their role in the first Thanksgiving.”  

Unknowingly, the library could be offending some of its Indian patrons with such 

storytelling. 

Lack of communication 

 Some of these tribal libraries have been around for decades.  However, there was 

no documentation of the existence of these libraries except internally in the individual 

tribes themselves.  Even the tribes of Louisiana were unaware of each other’s tribal 

libraries.   

 48



The biggest issue discovered during the course of research was the lack of 

communication between all parties involved including: Louisiana Indian tribes, the State 

Library of Louisiana, and parish library directors.  In the cases where there was good 

communication, there were successful library programs like in the case of the Coushatta 

and Jefferson Davis Parish and Allen Parish Libraries.  Ms. Doucet said that they were 

pleased with the service that both libraries had provided.  There was a summer reading 

program brought out to the reservation and a bookmobile that visited.  

In many cases, especially with the state recognized tribes because of the lack of 

the visible reservations and casinos, the response to the question, “Does the parish library 

know that your tribe exists?” was often “I think they do,” or “They should,” or even, “I 

hope they do.”  This raises some questions.  Is it the responsibility of the tribe to initiate 

communication with the parish library system?  Or is it the responsibility of the parish 

library to contact the tribe?  It is obvious in many cases in Louisiana that neither side 

believes that making the first communication is its responsibility.   

Traditionally Indian tribes have dealt with government entities, dating back to 

when the first treaty was signed.  The distrust of government entities also dates back.  

Based on the surveys and interviews the parish libraries in Louisiana, for the most part, 

are not familiar with the information and cultural needs of Native Americans in 

Louisiana.  The lack of cultural knowledge only identifies one of the barriers of 

communication. Appendix F contains some guide pamphlets published in 1975 by the 

National Indian Education Association.  While some of the technology mentioned is out 

of date, the cultural procedures still apply and are relevant across many tribes.  

“Establishing Indian Library Service Part I” is intended for libraries and librarians to 
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better understand the cultural and information needs of Native Americans.  “Part II” 

explains to Indians the library’s point of view.  These guides were intended to create 

better communication channels between public libraries and Native Americans. 

Lack of Knowledge of Resources 

It was discovered during the interviews that the tribal library staff lacked the 

knowledge of the resources and funds available to them.  Only two of the tribes were 

aware of the LSTA grants.  No one knew about the Louisiana Catalog which contains 

materials about Louisiana including materials in Cajun French, the language of many 

Louisiana Indian tribes. The Chitimacha school librarian was the only one who knew 

about grants available beyond the immediate tribal level; she had attended thirty hours of 

library school and so knew about the resources available to her library.  No one knew 

about the large collection of grant information available at the Centroplex branch of the 

East Baton Rouge Parish library system. Only one tribe had a membership in the 

American Indian Library Association (AILA).  Most were also unaware of the State 

Library’s program for the blind and physically handicapped, including audio materials in 

Cajun French.  During the course of the research, the lack of knowledge of resources for 

tribal libraries became clear.  Therefore, the researcher provided a list of “Resources for 

Louisiana Tribal Librarians” to each tribal librarian interviewed.1  

What Constitutes a Library? 

 Questions were raised concerning the legitimacy and definitions of the tribal 

libraries.  What constitutes a library?  Why should these tribal libraries be classified as 

libraries?  The LSTA defines “Library” as being one of the following: 

“`(2) LIBRARY- The term `library' includes-- 

                                                 
1 See Appendix C 
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`(A) a public library; 

`(B) a public elementary school or secondary school library; 

`(C) an academic library; 

`(D) a research library, which for the purposes of this subtitle means a 

library that-- 

`(i) makes publicly available library services and materials 

suitable for scholarly research and not otherwise available to the 

public; and 

`(ii) is not an integral part of an institution of higher 

education; and 

`(E) a private library, or other special library, but only if the State in 

which such private or special library is located determines that the library 

should be considered a library for purposes of this subtitle.”2 

Obviously two of the Louisiana tribal libraries qualified under this definition because 

they received the LSTA grant.   

 If a center has few books, but offers other services that a “library” offers, 

should that center be considered a library?  The Coushatta resource center has a small 

collection of two hundred printed books, but it offers classes and workshops, has 

audiovisual equipment and a meeting room, and has a state of the art computer lab.  

Should it be considered a library?  Who makes that decision?  These are questions that 

could be considered for future research. 

                                                 
2 The Museum and Library Services Act of 1996.  Available on the web at: 
http://www.imls.gov/whatsnew/leg/leg_mlsa.pdf 
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State Library of Louisiana 

The role of the State Library of Louisiana is to support the parish public library 

systems.  The State Library’s five year plan under the Library Services and Technology 

Act of 1996 states:  

“The State Library of Louisiana is dedicated to meeting that challenge with programs to enhance 

public library technology; to stimulate interlibrary cooperation and resource sharing; and to 

improve library and information services to people of diverse geographic, cultural and 

socioeconomic backgrounds, including individuals with disabilities, people with limited 

information skills, persons with difficulty using a library, children from families with incomes 

below the poverty line, and underserved urban and rural communities. Directly because of LSTA, 

the State Library can present an array of programs reaching the handicapped, the illiterate, the 

institutionalized, the aged, the economically suppressed, and others.”3   

When contacted about the tribal libraries, a State Library consultant said that the 

State Library personnel was unaware that the tribal libraries existed.  He stated that there 

was nothing that he was authorized to do for the tribal libraries beyond putting the local 

parish library in contact with the tribal library.  The State Library was there to support the 

public libraries in the state, he said.  The State Library’s five-year plan specifically states 

that the State Library wants to improve services to people of diverse cultural 

backgrounds.  The results of this study demonstrated that the Native American population 

was left out of the plan; this being the fifth year of their five-year plan and the State 

Library was unaware of their existence.  Goal three under their five year plan states one 

of the activities is to: “Continue and expand the statewide book delivery system currently 

in 65 public libraries to include other types of libraries.”  The State Library’s five year 

                                                 
3 State Library of Louisiana.  Five Year Plan For Improving Louisiana Library Services, 1998 - 2002. 
Available on the web at: http://www.state.lib.la.us/TheLibrary/5year.htm 
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plan specifically says, “to include other types of libraries.”  Tribal libraries would be 

ideal for this relationship; however, nothing has been done in this area.   

The tribal libraries were not listed in the Louisiana Library Directory as of the time of 

the study.  Efforts are being made to include these libraries in the directory to increase 

awareness of them.  This is the last year of the State Library’s five-year plan for 1998-

2002.  Now that it has been made aware of the tribal libraries, the State Library should 

keep them in mind when it is developing the next five-year plan. 

Louisiana Voices 

 One of the wonderful outcomes of this research was participation of the Louisiana 

Voices program.  Louisiana Voices is under the State Library’s program for the blind and 

physically handicapped.  Louisiana Voices records locally relevant print books into audio 

books for the blind and physically handicapped of the state.  Many of these books are 

recorded in Cajun French.  Volunteers are used to make most of the recordings. 

The Program Manager, Christy Oliver Reeves, offered to make recordings, for any 

tribe who wants to participate, in their native language.  For those who do not still have a 

living language, the invitation is still available to make recordings of traditionally oral 

stories or printed books in English or Cajun French.  She has graciously offered to make, 

not only the audio format for the blind and physically handicapped, but a commercial 

quality version as well. 
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Summary and Conclusions 

Summary 

Until the writing of this thesis there has been nothing documented on the Native 

American tribal libraries in Louisiana.  There is, however, documentation on tribal 

libraries in other states with larger Indian populations such as New Mexico, Arizona, and 

South Dakota.  The first tribal library began in the late 1950’s but the majority started in 

the mid 1970’s. 

The Library Services Act has had many iterations, its latest is the Library Services 

and Technology Act (LSTA).  This federal Act provides funding specifically for tribal 

libraries.  Two of the Louisiana tribal libraries currently receive funding because of this 

Act. 

The purpose of the study was to identify and describe the tribal libraries in 

Louisiana and to discover how the parish libraries were serving the needs of Indians in 

their communities.  Technology in the tribal libraries and funding from casinos were 

specifically studied.  The research was conducted using video taped, in person interviews 

at the tribal libraries for these tribes: Chitimacha, Coushatta, Tunica-Biloxi, and the 

United Houma Nation.  Phone interviews were used for tribes without tribal libraries 

including the Caddo Adais, Choctaw-Apache Community of Ebarb, Clifton Choctaw, 

Four-Winds Cherokee, Jena Band of Choctaws, and the Talimali Band of Apalache of 

Louisiana.  Print surveys were sent to each of the parish libraries where there were major 

populations of either federally or state recognized Indian tribes.  The parishes included: 

Allen, Avoyelles, Jefferson Davis, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Sabine, St. Mary, 

Terrebone, and Vernon. 
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The results of this study showed that culture was deeply integrated into the tribal 

libraries including sewing, arts and crafts, and workshops in the native language in the 

case of the Coushatta.  All but one of the tribal libraries in the study lacked sufficient 

funding.  None of the tribal libraries received money directly from casinos instead, most 

received funding from grants.  All but one tribal library had computer labs with 

technology ranging from old to new.  All of the libraries had all or part of their 

collections dedicated to Native American materials.  The users of the libraries tended to 

be mostly children, but some adults used the facilities as well.   The education levels of 

the library staffs ranged from eighth grade to a Master of Education degree. 

Tribal members interviewed in four of the parishes were satisfied with the 

services provided by the public libraries.  In general tribal members in the other six 

parishes were not please with the parish libraries.  The levels of resources including 

number of buildings and bookmobiles, number of MLS librarians on staff, and funding 

were examined for each library with which the Indian users were pleased.  The levels of 

resources ranged from high to medium to low for each of the parishes in which tribal 

members interviewed were satisfied with parish library services. 

Overall there was a general lack of communication between the tribes and the 

parish libraries.  There was also a general lack of knowledge of the tribal librarians as to 

the resources available to them.  The researcher provided to each tribal librarian a list of 

resources for tribal librarians in Louisiana.1 

The State Library was unaware of the existence of the tribal libraries and so had 

not included those libraries in their actions taken under their five year plan for the LSTA 

state library grant they received. 
                                                 
1 See Appendix D 
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Louisiana Voices is at the State Library and records audio books for the blind and 

physically handicapped.  The director of the program has offered to record published or 

non-published stories in the native languages of any tribe who wishes to participate.  The 

director has also offered to make a commercial quality version of these recordings in 

addition to the format normally used by the blind and physically handicapped audio book 

program. 

Conclusions 

Compromise 

Townley pointed out that even if a public library plans programs for Indians, it could 

only be successful if the library involves people from the community, which is generally 

the case with most library programs.  

“After planning and developing a program which they thought would be of use to 

Indian people, librarians were amazed to encounter indifference or hostility on the 

part of the community.  Successful programs employ community residents.  

Libraries are new to Indian people.  They must be introduced by someone the 

community trusts.”2 

The tribal libraries are run by tribal members and often by the tribes.  In these 

instances the trust is automatically there unlike with the public libraries, which are run by 

people from outside of the tribe.  Herein lies the compromise.  Parish librarians working 

with tribal librarians can provide much more relevant and structured services than either 

group could alone. The parish libraries could save money and staffing time by providing 

services through the tribal libraries while the tribal members would gain the rewards of 

the services without having to go through the barriers that there are in the public library.  

This could be the starting point to slowly introducing tribal members to the programs and 

                                                 
2 Charles T. Townley, “American Indian Library Service,” Advances in Librarianship 4 (1978): 135-180. 
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services the public library has to offer.  Once the trust has been built, it could eventually 

lead to tribal members going to the public library’s building in situations where 

transportation is viable.  The public library is almost always concerned with increasing 

the patron base.  This would offer a unique way to involve members of the community in 

the library’s activities. 

This compromise would still work even for tribes without tribal libraries.  Parish 

libraries can work with the tribal leaders or education directors to provide services for 

tribal members.  None of the tribes interviewed were opposed to working with the public 

libraries. 

Future Research 

 This study was only a preliminary survey of the existence of tribal libraries and 

library services to Native Americans in Louisiana.  In the future there should be more in 

depth and longer studies performed on the individual aspects of tribal libraries and their 

relationships with public libraries.  This research has paved the way for future studies on 

tribal libraries in Louisiana.  Some topics for possible future work include: studies of user 

information needs from each tribe; in depth funding source research including the role of 

casinos in funding tribal libraries; measuring improvements the state and parish libraries 

will have or have not made since this study; how changes in technology affect tribal 

libraries; is oral tradition being replaced, supplemented, or encouraged by libraries; and 

studying the efforts for recruiting of Native American students by the Louisiana State 

University School of Library and Information Science.  Because the research area of 

tribal libraries in Louisiana is so untapped, the possibilities for studies are vast. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Tribal Library Interview Questions 
 

1. Make them feel comfortable with me and the camera, so start out slow 
a. Tell them about me, what I’m doing, and why 

2. Tell me about yourself 
a. Background 
b. Affiliation with the tribe 
c. How you got this job 
d. How long have you been working there 

3. Tell me about your library 
a. Collection 
b. Users 
c. Funding sources 

i. Do you receive any gaming money? 
d. Building 
e. History 
f. Future plans 

i. What more would you like to do if you had the funding? 
g. Technology 

i. What do you have? 
ii. What do you want/need to have? 

h. Can you show me your facilities? 
i. Tribal culture integration 

i. Bilingual or tribal language materials 
ii. Library used as a meeting place 

iii. Oral tradition – story telling 
iv. Etc. 

4. Tell me about your local parish library? 
a. How far is the closest one? 
b. What parish is it in? 
c. What branch is it? 
d. Do they know you’re here? 
e. Do they serve your population adequately? 
f. Are they sympathetic to your information needs? 
g. Do they offer any special services for your tribal members? 
h. Has anyone from the parish library or another agency ever contacted your 

tribe to assess your information needs that you know of? 
i. Have you or anyone else ever contacted them to provide your tribe 

services?  Who?  When? 
5. Is there anything else you’d like to tell me about? 
6. Would you like a copy of? 

a. Thesis 
b. Video tape 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Parish Library Cover Letter and Print Survey  
 
[Date] 
 
X Parish Library 
Address 
City, State Zip Code 

Dear X Parish Library Director: 

     I am a student at the School of Library and Information Science at LSU in Baton 
Rouge conducting research for my thesis on the role of libraries in Native American 
communities in Louisiana.  There are nine Indian tribes in Louisiana; the X Tribe is 
located in your Parish with a population of at least X according to the latest census report.   
 
     Please take a few minutes out of your schedule to fill out the enclosed survey.  Since I 
am only surveying Parish libraries that have these communities, your responses are very 
important to my research.  Please feel free to use input from other librarians and staff 
when answering the questions. 
 
     In order to be able to include your responses in the research, please mail the 
completed survey in the envelope provided by December 1, 2001.  I appreciate your 
cooperation in my project and will gladly send you a copy of my thesis when it is 
complete sometime this spring. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Becky Hebert 
 
Encl. 2 
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1. What types of special services, if any, do you offer to this group? Please describe 

the services that are offered in the following areas: 

 
A. Collections 

 
 
 
 
 

B. Bilingual materials 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Programs (workshops, classes, cultural events, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Oral Tradition/Storytelling 
 
 
 

 
 

2. If you do not offer any special services for this group, why is that so? Please 
check as many as apply. 

 
 Not aware of group in this area 

 Do not have many patrons from this group use the library 

 Not enough funding 

 Don’t know who to contact about their informational needs 

 Don’t feel that group is large enough to warrant special services 

 Other 

 
3.  Have you ever been approached by the tribe to provide a special service or to 

have the library used by the tribe for a special event? If yes, please explain. 
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4. Has your library ever done a needs assessment for this group? If yes, what was the 
result? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. If the library has not performed a formal needs assessment for this group, what do 
you think are the needs of this group, from your perspective? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Do you plan to provide any special services for this group in the future? Please 
explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. November is National Indian Heritage Month.  Does your library plan to do 
anything special for this? 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Resources for Louisiana Tribal Librarians 
 

• Library Development Consultants 
o At the State Library in Baton Rouge, LA 
o Free service to all libraries 
o Gary Ralstead 225-342-4931 
o Help with the startup/growth of new and small libraries 

• Library Services and Technology Act IMLS Grants 
http://www.imls.gov/grants/library/lib_nat.asp 

o Available to all Federally Recognized Tribes 
o Non-competitive and competitive grants 

• LA Catalog 
o A free catalog that contains books regarding Louisiana 
o Also has Cajun French books and audio items 
o 1-800-375-4100 

• East Baton Rouge Parish Library – Centroplex Branch 
o Has a large collection of Grant related information 
o (225) 389-4964  

• Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
o Located in the State Library building in Baton Rouge, LA 
o Patrons sign up for service, must prove they have a disability (includes 

learning disabilities) 
o Patrons select book choices  
o Patrons are mailed audio books (with players) or Braille books 
o The service is free and open to all Louisiana residents 
o State Library of Louisiana  

Section for the Blind and Physically Handicapped  
701 North Fourth Street  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

o Open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m to 4:30 p.m.  
The Louisiana state-wide toll-free telephone number is (800) 543-4702. 

o http://www.state.lib.la.us/Dept/SpecServ/sbph.htm 
o They also have a program where they record print books to audio books 

• Louisiana Association of Nonprofit Organizations (LANO) 
o Has information for non-profits 
o PO Box 3808, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
o Ph: 225-343-5266 
o Fax: 225-343-5363 
o www.lano.org 

• American Indian Library Association (AILA) 
o Sub-organization of the American Library Association (ALA) 
o Will be having a conference in New Orleans, LA in January, 2002 
o http://www.nativeculture.com/lisamitten/aila.html 

• LSU School of Library and Information Science 

 71

http://www.imls.gov/grants/library/lib_nat.asp
http://www.state.lib.la.us/Dept/SpecServ/sbph.htm
http://www.lano.org/
http://www.nativeculture.com/lisamitten/aila.html


o They can help you if you decide you want to get a Master’s of Library and 
Information Science. 

o They can give you information about scholarships 
o http://slis.lsu.edu/ 
o In addition to the Baton Rouge site, classes are offered as distance 

education at many locations throughout the state, including: 
• New Orleans • Alexandria 
• Lafayette • Monroe 
• Eunice • Shreveport 
• Lake Charles • Thibodeaux 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Listing of Louisiana Tribal Libraries 
 

Tribe Chitimacha Tribe 
Address Chitimacha Tribal School Library  
 PO Box 661 
City, State, Zip Charenton, LA  70523 
Phone (337) 923-7215 
Fax (337) 923-6848 
Email denhod@chitimacha.gov 
Contact Name Denise Hodge 
Contact Phone (337) 923-9114 
Parish St. Mary 
Type of Library School Library with small adult section 
Approx. Size ~4500+ books & videos and a computer lab 
Open to: School children and adults of the community  
  
Tribe Coushatta Tribe 
Address Education Center 
 PO Box 818 
City, State, Zip Elton, LA  70532 
Phone (337) 584-2261 
Fax (337) 584-2998 
Email  
Contact Name Shirley Doucet 
Contact Phone (337) 584-1420 
Parish Jeff Davis and Allen 
Type of Library Resource Center 
Approx. Size ~200 books and a computer lab 
Open to: Tribal members  
  
Tribe Tunica-Biloxi Tribe 
Address Museum Library 
 PO Box 1589 
 150 Melancon Dr. 
City, State, Zip Marksville, LA  71351 
Phone (318) 253-9767 
Fax (318) 253-9791 
Email  
Contact Name Juanita DeCote 
Contact Phone (318) 253-8174 
Parish Avoyelles 
Type of Library mostly Native American collection, in a museum 
Approx. Size ~1000 books & magazines, cataloged 
Open to: The public for reference, tribal members for circulation  
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Tribe United Houma Nation 
Address Dulac Community Center 
 PO Box 349 
 125 Coast Guard Rd. 
City, State, Zip Dulac, LA  70353 
Phone (985) 563-7483 
Fax (985) 563-7826 
Email dcc1@mobiletel.com 
Contact Name John Silver 
Contact Phone  
Parish Terrebone 
Type of Library Community Center library 
Approx. Size ~5000+ books and a computer lab 
Open to: The public  
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APPENDIX E 
Consent Form 

 
1. Study Title: The Role of Libraries in Louisiana Native American 

Communities 
 
2. Performance Sites: Dulac Community Center, Chitimacha Tribal 

School Library, Tunica-Biloxi Museum Library, 
Coushatta Resource Center 

 
3. For information contact: Becky Hebert 

School of Library and Information Science 
267 Coates 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
(225) 578-3158 

 
4. Purpose:  The study is to identify and describe different types 

of tribal libraries throughout Louisiana as well as 
discover the relationship of the parish library and 
the tribe and to educate the tribal librarians on the 
resources that are available to them. 

 
5. Interviewees:   Librarians over the age of 18. 
 
6. Number of Interviewees: Unlimited 
 

Interview Procedures: This interview will focus on:  
                                                                     

Discovering information about the tribal libraries 
such as collections, technology, funding sources, 
services, and interactions with parish libraries.   
   
The interview will be conducted in sessions lasting 
a length of time to be determined by the you, the 
interviewee.  At the end of each session you will be 
asked to sign a written release form giving 
copyright of the tape and transcript to the LSU 
School of Library and Information Science. This 
release form allows the Library School to keep this 
tape. This release form also enables the Library 
School to make your interview available to 
researchers and gives us permission to use the tapes 
in public presentations including but not limited to 
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audio or video documentaries, CD-ROMs, Internet 
publications, slide-tape presentations, or exhibits. 

 
You may place restrictions on the tape of your 
interview or portions thereof. Because we are 
conducting these interviews to preserve the history 
and culture of Louisiana, we want these tapes to be 
made available to researchers and require that you 
restrict your interview for a limited number of years 
-- ten years, twenty-five years, fifty years, etc. The 
Library School will not place a permanent 
restriction on an interview.  

 
7. Benefits:   This interview will help to document the history and  

culture of Louisiana tribal libraries and be a useful 
research tool for scholars. It will also preserve your 
memories and experiences for future generations of 
your family.  

 
If you would like a copy of the tape of your 
interview, the Library School will give you one 
copy free of charge. 

 
8. Risks:    The only risk is the inadvertent release of sensitive 

information. However, you may restrict any 
information that you believe is sensitive at any time 
during the process. 

 
9. Right to Refuse:  You may end the interview at any time or tell the 

 interviewer to turn off the video camera if you want 
part of your conversation to be “off the record”. 
You may also refuse to answer any question or line 
of questioning.   

 
10. Privacy: This interview may also be used in part or as a 

whole in public presentations. If you want to remain 
anonymous or to restrict the use of your interview, 
please inform tell your interviewer or phone Becky 
Hebert, at (225) 578-3158.  

 76



 
11. Signature:  

 
The study has been discussed with me and all my questions have been answered. I may 
direct additional questions regarding study specifics to the LSU School of Library and 
Information Science. If I have questions about interviewee’s rights or other concerns, I 
can contact Robert Mathews, Institutional Review Board, (225) 578-8692. I agree to 
participate in the study described above and acknowledge the researchers’ obligation to 
provide me with a copy of this consent form if signed by me. 
 
 
Signature of Interviewee       Date  
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APPENDIX F 

 
Guide Pamphlets 

 
The following are guide pamphlets produced by the National Indian Education 
Association: 

 78



 

 79



 

 80



 

 81



 

 82



 

 83



 

 84



 

 85



 

 86



 

 87



 

 88



 

 89



 

 90



 

 91



 

 92



 

 93



 

 94



 

 95



 

 96



 

 97



 

 98



 

 99



 

 100



 

 101



 

 102



 

 103



 

 104



 

 105



 

 106



 

 107



 

 108



 

 109



 

 110



 

 111



 

 112



 

 113



 
 

 114



 

 115



 

 116



 

 117



 

 118



 

 119



 

 120



 

 121



 

 122



 

 123



 

 124



 
 

 125



 

 126



 

 127



 

 128



 

 129



 

 130



 

 131



 

 132



 
 

 133



Vita 

 Becky (Bollich) Hebert was born in 1974 in Arkansas.  As the daughter of an Air 

Force Officer she moved extensively during her childhood.  She is a member of the 

Delaware Tribe of Indians.  After graduating from Eldorado High School in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, in 1992, she entered the University of Southwestern 

Louisiana in the fall of 1992.  She graduated from that university with a Bachelor of 

Science degree with a major in biology and minor in chemistry in May of 1996.   

She traveled to Mexico and spent five months there studying Spanish.  On her 

return to Louisiana in 1997, she worked as a database application programmer.  In 

January 2001, she entered the Master of Library and Information Science program at 

Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana where her interests were in science 

libraries, public libraries, and Native American tribal libraries.  She expects to receive the 

Master of Library and Information Science degree from LSU in May of 2002. 
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