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his entire issue is dedicated to the forthcoming 13"
International Student Film Festival, scheduled to open
in a few days time in Tel Aviv. Just in case someone
does not know about it, this bi-annual festival is fully
organized by the students of the Tel Aviv University
Department of Film and Television, a new team being put together for
each edition, representing the students of their respective promotion.
Though the contents of the festival is still in the process of being put
together and therefore it is too early, as we are going to print, to refer to its
program, we did our best to reflect the spirit of the festival, in our own way.
The opening interview is devoted to Yaron Shani, one of the two directors
of the Academy nominated “Ajami”, who was one the persons in charge of
this festival, eight years ago. The following series of interviews are signed by
two students, Dean Movshovitz and Daphne Macy, who approached five of
Israel's busier film directors to find out about the transition from students
films to a first feature. Iulia Blaga's survey of the highly successful new
Romanian films will accompany the festival's tribute to this cinema while
Danny Warth introduces the work of producer-director Roger Corman, one
of the festival's guests of honor. Danny Muggia, a member of our Editorial
Board and an experienced film lecturer in his own right, talks about film
schools in Israel and points out the holes in Werner Herzorg's arguments,
published here in last issue, that film schools are unnecessary. Igal Burstyn,
one of the Cinema Department's father figures talks about errors and lies,
occasional and intentional, in films, and we close with the introduction of
Shmulik Duvdevani, one of the Department's key lecturers, to his new book,
“First Person, Camera” dedicated to the exceedingly personal tendencies of
Israeli documentaries.
And since the issue is dedicated to the Festival, it is only natural to invite
their organizers to have their say. And here it is:
We would like to invite all Cinematheque readers to our festival, which will take
place between June 5-12, at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque. We will be showing
hundreds of short films, some 20 master classes with highly respected Israeli
and international film people, there will be film tributes, professional meetings
and numerous special events, with the participation of over 150 guests coming
from 40 countries around the world as well as thousands of Israeli film buffs.
The entire festival has been put together by many students and graduates of the
Tel Aviv University Department of Film and Television, who planned and
produced the event together, joined by the love for cinema they all share.
As part of the 13th International Student Film Festival, we wish to focus on
Sfilmmaking that can be described as created “Ex Nihlio”. We value films that
are made against all odds, filmmakers that create with unconditional joy. And
above all, we believe the importance and prestige of a film is not measured by its
budget, by the innovative technology it offers, or its box-office gross. Throughout
the festival we will salute many Israeli and International filmmakers for their
innovative, original and inspiring work.
We wish to thank the Cinematheque Magazine for dedicating this issue to our
Festival and we are doing our best, right now, to make sure that all expectations
will be met, hoping to see you all with us, from June 5 on.

Edna Famaru
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