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“The best new play in New Jer sey pro fes sional thea tre.” 
The Star-Led ger

* * * *

IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor(s) of the play in all 
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis -
ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion. The
name of the au thor)s) must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i -
cal in for ma tion on the au thor(s), if in cluded in the playbook, may be used
in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY  of Woodstock, Il li nois”

* * * *

All pro duc ers of RA DIUM GIRLS must in clude the fol low ing ac knowl -
edg ment on the ti tle page of all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with
per for mances of the Play and on all ad ver tis ing and pro mo tional ma te ri als:

“Or i ginally pro duced by Play wrights Thea tre of New Jer sey and
de vel oped with a com mis sion ing grant from The En sem ble Stu dio

Thea tre/Al fred P. Sloan Foun da tion Sci ence and
Tech nol ogy Pro ject.”
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AU THOR’S NOTE

RA DIUM GIRLS is a work of his tor i cal fic tion. Al though it is
based on events that oc curred in and around Or ange, New Jer -
sey, be tween 1918 and 1928, the char ac ters and in ci dents por -
trayed have been shaped to serve the drama. Cer tain char ac ters
are en tirely fic ti tious and oth ers are based on mul ti ple in di vid u -
als. 

PRO GRAM CREDIT

RA DIUM GIRLS was orig i nally pro duced at Play wrights Thea -
tre of New Jer sey. Un der a com mis sion from En sem ble Stu dio
Thea tre of New York, it was sub se quently re vised. Any pro duc -
tions of this play must give pro gram credit to these thea tres, to
read as fol lows:

“Or i ginally pro duced by Play wrights Thea tre of New Jer sey and 
de vel oped with a com mis sion ing grant from The En sem ble Stu -
dio Thea tre/Al fred P. Sloan Foun da tion Sci ence & Tech nol ogy
Pro ject.”

This credit must ap pear in a type, man ner or po si tion of no less
prom i nence than other pro duc ers of the play.
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RA DIUM GIRLS was first pro duced at Play wrights Thea tre of
New Jer sey, May 11-28, 2000. Jo seph Megel di rected with the
fol low ing cast:

Grace Fryer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Ba con*
Ar thur Roeder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daren Kelly*
Kathryn Schaub/Societywoman/Board Mem ber/
   Shop girl/Mrs. Mi chaels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sa rah Winkler*
Irene Rudolph/Miss Wiley/Har riet/Board Mem ber/
   Miss Young/Scientist/Pho tog ra pher . . . . . . . Eliz a beth Baron*
Sob Sis ter/Dr. Knef/Mrs. Roeder/MacNeil/
   Mrs. Fryer/Venecine Sales man. . . . . . . . . . . . . . T. Cat Ford*
Lee/Dr. Drinker/Bailey/Love sick Cow boy/Flinn/
   Male Shop per/Roach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Perilstein*
Tom/Re porter/Berry/Board Mem ber/Sci en tist . . . . . . Karl Kenzler*
Markley/Von Sochocky/Ma dame Cu rie/Widow/
   Martland/Store Owner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Ligon*
Dialpainter/Sec ond Re porter/Board Mem ber/
   As sis tant Stage Man ager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Ginsberg
Pro duc tion Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Uriel Menson*

*Ac tors Eq uity As so ci a tion mem ber

Cast ing by Michele Ortlip; set de sign by Jim Bazewicz; cos -
tumes by Valerie Hol land Hughes, light ing by Ted Mather,
sound by Dean Gray and Jon a than Tay lor, makeup and prop er -
ties by Tif fany M. Bazewicz. John Pietrowski, ar tis tic di rec tor,
Play wrights Thea tre, Rob ert Carr, pro ducer. 

The play was also pre sented in a work shop pro duc tion at Seton
Hill Uni ver sity, Greensburg, Pa., in April 2001.
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Un der a grant from En sem ble Stu dio Thea tre/Al fred P. Sloan
Foun da tion Sci ence & Tech nol ogy Pro ject, the play was sub se -
quently re vised. This re vi sion was pre sented at the Uni ver sity of 
Wash ing ton-Se at tle, March 6-17, 2002. Shanga Parker di rected,
with the fol low ing cast:

Grace Fryer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Simone Fra ser
Ar thur Roeder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Koenen
Berry/Martland/Flinn/Store Owner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andy Kidd
Markley/Von Sochocky/Pho tog ra pher . . . . . . . . . . . Roni Weiss
Irene Rudolph/Wiley/Mrs. Mi chaels/
   Board Mem ber #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kate Holte
Kathryn Schaub/Har riet/Societywoman/
   Board Mem ber #1/Shop girl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jessica Wells
Mrs. MacNeil/Mrs. Fryer/Sob Sis ter/Clerk/
   El derly Widow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Em ily Cedergreen
Re porter/Tom Kreider/Dr. Knef . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Place
Mrs. Roeder/Ma dame Cu rie/Venecine Sales man/
   Board Mem ber #3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holly Patterson
Lee/Drinker/Bailey/Love sick Cow boy/
   Male Shop per/Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mathew Ahrens

Set by Matt Smucker, cos tumes by El len C. King, lights by
Jesse Prince, sound by Mat thew Jae ger. Stage man ager, Aud rey
Murray.

The play was again re vised and pre sented at Ven ture Thea tre,
Bill ings, Mont., Feb. 28-March 22, 2003. Mace Ar cher di rected. 
In April 2003, the play was pro duced at the Cath o lic Uni ver sity
of Amer ica, Grover Gardner di rect ing.
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RA DIUM GIRLS

A Play in Two Acts
For at least 4 men and 5 women, extras

CHAR AC TERS

THE WOMEN IN THE FAC TORY
GRACE FRYER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A top-notch dialpainter,

15 at the start of the play, 26 at its close.
KATHRYN SCHAUB . . . . . . . . Her friend, an other dialpainter,

also 15 at the start of the play.
IRENE RUDOLPH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathryn’s cousin,

17 at the start of the play. Later she is in her 20s.
MRS. ALMA MACNEIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Their su per vi sor.

THE COM PANY MEN
AR THUR ROEDER . . . . . Pres i dent of the U.S. Ra dium Corp.,

 34 at start of the play, 65 at its close.
ED WARD MARKLEY   . . . . . . . . . Coun sel for the com pany.
C.B. “CHAR LIE” LEE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice pres i dent,

later pres i dent of the com pany.
DR. VON SOCHOCKY . . . . . . Founder of U.S. Ra dium Corp.,

in ven tor of the lu mi nous paint.

THEIR FAM ILY and FRIENDS
TOM KREIDER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grace’s boy friend,

sev eral years older than she.
DIANE ROEDER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Married to Ar thur Roeder.
HAR RIET ROEDER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Their daugh ter.

Nine years old at first, later she is in her 30s.
ANNA FRYER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grace’s mother.
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THE AD VO CATES 
KATH ER INE WILEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . The ex ec u tive di rec tor,

New Jer sey Con sumer’s League.
RAY MOND BERRY . . . . . . . . An at tor ney for the dialpainters.

THE SCI EN TISTS 
DR. CECIL DRINKER . . . . . . . A Har vard in dus trial hy gien ist.
DR. HAR RI SON MARTLAND . The county medical examiner.
DR. JO SEPH KNEF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A dentist.
DR. MARIE CU RIE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dis covered ra dium.
FRED ER ICK FLINN, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . Co lum bia Uni ver sity

in dus trial hy gien ist.

THE PRESS
RE PORTER (JACK YOUNGWOOD) . . . . . . . . . . . A reporter,

New ark Led ger.
SOB SIS TER (NANCY JANE HAR LAN) . . A tabloid reporter,

New York Graphic.

THE WIT NESSES 
WIL LIAM J.A. BAILEY . . . . An entrepreneur, man u fac turer of

Radithor.
MRS. MI CHAELS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A con sumer of Radithor.
SO CI ETY WOMAN . . . . . . . . . Mrs. James (Cora) Middle ton,

a well-bred woman.
CLERK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An over worked pub lic em ployee.

OTHER MEM BERS OF THE PUB LIC WHO TAKE AN
INTEREST IN THE CASE.

THE TIME: The 1920s.
THE PLACE: Or ange, New Jer sey.
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NOTES ON PRO DUC TION

RA DIUM GIRLS is writ ten to be per formed by an en sem ble of
at least four men and five women, though a larger cast can per -
form it. The en sem ble plays BOARD MEM BERS, mem bers of
the PUB LIC and var i ous PRESS as the scenes re quire. All
BOARD MEM BERS are men; all PRESS are men ex cept SOB
SIS TER. Sug gested dou bling for ma jor speak ing parts:

With 9 ac tors:
AC TOR 1: GRACE
AC TOR 2: KATHRYN/BOARD MEM BER #1/
    SHOP GIRL/SOCIETYWOMAN/HAR RIET
AC TOR 3: IRENE/MISS WILEY/BOARD MEM BER #2/
    PHO TO GRAPHER/MRS. MI CHAELS
AC TOR 4: SOB SIS TER/CLERK/EL DERLY WIDOW/
    MRS. FRYER/MACNEIL
AC TOR 5: MRS. ROEDER/MADAME CU RIE/
    CUS TOMER/BOARD MEM BER #3
AC TOR 6: LEE/DRINKER/BAILEY/ FLINN/
    MALE SHOPPER/COURT/LOVE SICK COW BOY
AC TOR 7: TOM/RE PORTER/BERRY/KNEF
AC TOR 8: MARKLEY/ VON SOCHOCKY/
    STORE OWNER/VENECINE SALES MAN/MARTLAND
AC TOR 9: ROEDER

With 10 ac tors:
AC TOR 1: GRACE
AC TOR 2: KATHRYN/SOCIETYWOMAN/HAR RIET/
    SHOP GIRL/BOARD MEM BER #1
AC TOR 3: IRENE/MISS WILEY/BOARD MEM BER #2/
    MRS. MI CHAELS
AC TOR 4: SOB SIS TER/MACNEIL/CLERK/MRS. FRYER
AC TOR 5: MRS. ROEDER/MADAME CU RIE/
    CUS TOMER/BOARD MEM BER #3
AC TOR 6: LEE/BAILEY/DRINKER/LOVE SICK
    COW BOY/MALE SHOPPER/COURT
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AC TOR 7: BERRY/MARTLAND/FLINN/STORE OWNER
AC TOR 8: TOM/RE PORTER/KNEF/VENECINE SALES MAN
AC TOR 9: MARKLEY/VON SOCHOCKY/EL DERLY
    WIDOW/PHO TO GRAPHER
AC TOR 10: ROEDER

The ac tion takes place in a va ri ety of places in and around Or -
ange, N.J., be tween 1918 and 1928. The style is meant to be
cin e matic, briskly paced and mix ing nat u ral is tic scenes with
more comic, pres en ta tional scenes. Of ne ces sity, set and fur nish -
ings must be sim ple: eight wooden chairs and two or three nar -
row ta bles, which re main at all times. Such a set should ac com -
mo date fluid tran si tions from scene to scene; in fact, cer tain
scenes are meant to be tran si tional—tak ing place while the set is 
changed. A sense of place is cre ated by the re ar range ment of the 
ta bles and chairs, with the help of lights, sound, props, and cos -
tumes, to sug gest dif fer ent lo ca tions—home, fac tory, of fice, hos -
pi tal, etc. All set changes are to be ef fected by the ac tors in
view of the au di ence, and props should be min i mal. Cos tume
changes, too, must be sim ple—only what is needed to pres ent a
trans for ma tion to new char ac ters. 

NOTE ON PRONUNCIATON

As a few of the names have con founded some ac tors in var i ous
pro duc tions, I here of fer sug gested pro nun ci a tions: 

Roeder – REED-er
Von Sochocky – VON Sa-SHOCK-y
Schaub – SHAWB
Amelia Maggia – a-MAL-ia MAD-ja
Albina – al-BUY-na
Quinta – KIN-ta
Venecine – VEH-nah-seen
Radithor – RAY-da-thor
Knef – NEF
Kreider – CRY-der
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AC KNOWL EDG MENTS

Ra dium Girls be gan nearly six years ago as an idea I pitched
to John Pietrowski, ar tis tic di rec tor of Play wrights Thea tre of
New Jer sey, in Mad i son. It was a story that lit er ally took place
in John’s back yard, and so he im me di ately said “yes” to my
pro posal and worked dil i gently to sup port what turned out to be
a long pro cess of re search, writ ing and re vi sion. My sin cere
thanks to John and his staff—lit er ary man ager Pe ter Hays, man -
ag ing di rec tor Eliz a beth Murphy, pub li cist Lucy Ann Saltzman
and the orig i nal Dr. Von Sochocky, Jim Ligon, who dou bles in
the most es sen tial role of box-of fice man ager. Thanks also to
Jo seph Megel, who di rected the pre miere as well as a se ries of
read ings and work shops that led up to it. A num ber of other in -
di vid u als also as sisted me by pro vid ing en cour age ment, op por -
tu nity or ac cess to es sen tial in for ma tion as I re searched and de -
vel oped the script. My thanks to John Eisner of the Lark Thea -
tre; Mark Plesent of The Working Thea tre; Chris Smith and J.
Holtham of the En sem ble Stu dio Thea tre; Mia McCullough and
Brian Rus sell of The Amer i can Thea tre Com pany in Chi cago;
Lois Densky-Wolff of the Har ri son Martland Col lec tion at the
Uni ver sity of Med i cine and Den tistry of New Jer sey; Dr. James
Stebbings of Chi cago; Dr. Gene Saraceni, now re tired from
Seton Hill Uni ver sity, Greensburg, Pa.; Shanga Parker at the
Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton-Se at tle; and Tom Donahue, Gail
Beach and Grover Gardner at the Cath o lic Uni ver sity of Amer -
ica and Mace Ar cher and Lysa Fox of Ven ture Thea tre in Bill -
ings, Montana. Par tic u lar thanks to Claudia Clark, au thor of the
de fin i tive work on the dialpainters, “Ra dium Girls: Women and
In dus trial Health Re form 1910-1935.” Claudia per son ally di -
rected me to ma te ri als at the Li brary of Con gress and came to
see sev eral pro duc tions of the play, of fer ing me a most help ful
cri tique from a his to rian’s per spec tive—and this dur ing a time
when she was bat tling a life-threat en ing ill ness. Her cour age and 
gen er os ity have touched me deeply. And lastly, my love and
grat i tude to my pri vate cheer ing sec tion: My hus band Paul and
my fam ily and friends, par tic u larly Dominique Cieri and Lucy
Ann and Si mon Saltzman, who housed and fed me dur ing re -
peated vis its to New Jer sey to work on the play. 

D.W.G.
Sil ver Spring, Md., April 2003
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ACT ONE

SCENE 1

AT RISE: A room in the U.S. Ra dium plant. GRACE alone 
in a pin spot. GRACE is speak ing as if she is in the of -
fice of her at tor ney, RAY MOND BERRY, who is ei ther
un seen or in shadow.

GRACE. So much light. (She looks around, tak ing in the
mem ory of the dialpainting stu dio.) Day light. All the
time. And on sunny days—you al most felt like you were 
sit ting out side. It was that bright.

BERRY’S VOICE. That sur prised you, Grace?
GRACE. It was a fac tory. I thought it would be dark. And

dirty.
BERRY. Then why go to work there?
GRACE. I was fifteen. It was time I paid my own way. 
BERRY. Pay your own way? What about school?
GRACE. Oh, I did n’t miss it so much. The girls were all so 

nice and the work was n’t hard. It was n’t like fac tory
work, re ally. It was more like art, paint ing those di als.
We were art ists.

( Crossfade to ROEDER, op po site, speak ing as if he is in 
his own of fice, where the com pany law yer, ED WARD
MARKLEY, is ques tion ing him. Like BERRY, MARKLEY
is ei ther un seen or in shadow.)

11
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ROEDER. I’m not re ally the one you should be talk ing to .
Von Sochocky. He’s the one you should talk to.

MARKLEY’S VOICE. Now, Ar thur. You know he won’t
talk to us.

ROEDER. It was his pro cess.

(Be hind him, lights rise slowly on the room in the fac -
tory, where IRENE and KATHRYN, two dialpainters, are 
mix ing up paint.)

 
MARKLEY’S VOICE. Tell me about that pro cess, Ar thur.

You used a pow der…
ROEDER. We used a pow der. The girls mixed it with an

ad he sive to make the paint. And that busi ness with the
brushes—I did n’t in vent that. They were do ing that
when I started there.

MARKLEY. But you knew about it.
ROEDER. We all knew about it. We just did n’t re al ize

what it meant.

(As lights fade on ROEDER, they rise full on IRENE and 
KATHRYN, gig gling and ap ply ing paint to their faces.
En ter GRACE.) 

GRACE. Irene?
IRENE. In here!
GRACE. Irene? What are you do ing?
IRENE. Shut the door.
KATHRYN. Amelia’s workin’ in spec tion to day.
GRACE. Is that bad?
IRENE. Not for us. 

12 RA DIUM GIRLS Act I
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KATHRYN. She’s gonna be sittin’ in this room all day. By 
her self, in the dark, checkin’ di als.

IRENE. Poor thing.
KATHRYN. Poor thing. 
IRENE. So we’re gonna give her a lit tle sur prise.
KATHRYN. Boo! Like the Cheshire Cat! (IRENE and

KATHRYN laugh.)
GRACE. Oooh! Won’t that make her mad?
KATHRYN. Let her get mad.
IRENE. That’s half the fun.
GRACE. I don’t want to make her mad.
IRENE. Oh, Grace! Do you have to be that way about ev -

ery thing?
GRACE. What way?
KATHRYN. Your teeth, Grace. Put some on your teeth.

(GRACE con sents to be painted.)
IRENE. Ain’t like Amelia don’t de serve it. She paints more 

di als than any girl on the floor. And can’t be both ered to 
talk to no body ei ther. You say “Amelia! What’s new?”
She just looks at ya funny. 

GRACE. I don’t think she can speak much Eng lish.
IRENE. It would n’t kill her to smile, would it? (Foot steps

and voices off.)
KATHRYN. She’s comin’.
IRENE. Get the light!

(KATHRYN turns out the light, and they crouch down
gig gling as some one en ters the room. Then they jump
up, their faces glow ing like jack-o’-lan terns in the dark.
A scream, laugh ter, and the lights go up again, re veal ing 
a stunned MRS . MACNEIL,  ROEDER and VON
SOCHOCKY. If this ef fect can not be achieved, then

Act I RA DIUM GIRLS 13
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MACNEIL and oth ers can walk in on them be fore
KATHRYN gets to the light. In that case the beat con tin -
ues, if nec es sary, as fol lows:

[KATHRYN. Where’s the switch?
IRENE (go ing for the switch) . For pity’s sakes, Kathryn!]) 

(En ter ROEDER , VON SOCHOCKY and MACNEIL.)

IRENE. Oops.
GRACE. Mrs. MacNeil!
MACNEIL. Paintin’  yer faces. Have ya gone off yer

minds?
IRENE. It was just a joke.
MACNEIL. Just a joke? A joke like that can lose a girl her 

job.
VON SOCHOCKY. Now, now, Mrs. MacNeil. I’m sure

that’s not nec es sary.
MACNEIL. I don’t tol er ate no fool ish ness, Doc tor.
VON SOCHOCKY. Ja, very good. Fool ish ness, we don’t

want. Do we? Mr. Roeder. This is the in spec tion room.
All the di als come here that are painted. And here, are
some of the girls who should on the floor be work ing.
Girls, this is Mr. Roeder. My new vice pres i dent. And
your new plant man ager.

MACNEIL. And I was just tell ing Mr. Roeder  what a fine
bunch of girls we have here. I’m sure now he must think 
I’m half way out of my mind.

VON SOCHOCKY. Mr. Roeder. Per haps you have some
words for the girls? Mrs. MacNeil? (He ush ers MRS.
MACNEIL out of the room.)

14 RA DIUM GIRLS Act I
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ROEDER. Well. (A mo ment as he re gards them.) Girls.
This paint you’ve been play ing with. It’s very ex pen sive. 
You re al ize this? (Mum bled ac knowl edg ment.) It takes
sev eral tons of ore to pro duce a sin gle gram of ra dium.
That’s a lot of work—hard work, for the men in the ex -
trac tion plant. But they do this work gladly. You un der -
stand why? Why they work so hard? What we are all
work ing for?

GRACE. The war?
ROEDER. That’s right. The war. The di als you paint save

lives, girls. Our boys in the field de pend on them. To
read them in the dark, no mis tak ing what they see. Oth -
er wise…some of those boys won’t be com ing home. So, 
girls. If you play around and don’t take the work se ri -
ously…well, you’re play ing into the hands of the Kai ser. 
And we don’t want that, do we?

GIRLS. No sir… Oh, no! Etc.
ROEDER. So let’s get back to work now and leave the

tom fool ery to home. (The GIRLS file away, but GRACE
lin gers.)

GRACE. Mr. Roeder? I just—I just wanted to say. I—I am 
sorry. I won’t do nothin’ like this ever again. 

ROEDER. Well, dear. Just keep this in mind: If you do
right by us, we’ll do right by you.

(A tab leau, then:)

SCENE 2 

(En ter SOB SIS TER and RE PORTER as GRACE and
ROEDER break.)
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SOB SIS TER. May 17, 1921. Nancy Jane Harlan here—for 
the New York Graphic! The New York Graphic’s only
girl re porter!

RE PORTER. Jack Youngwood  for the New ark Led ger!
New ark’s first source for news!

(The scene trans forms to a street scene of ex cite ment
with band mu sic, car ni val at mo sphere. ROEDER and
GRACE join CROWD.) 

SOB SIS TER. Ma dame Ma rie Cu rie, em i nent French sci -
en tist, em barks on a whis tle-stop tour of the United
States.

RE PORTER. First stop—New York City, where she is
greeted by an en thu si as tic crowd of well-wish ers!

SOB SIS TER. The high priest ess of sci ence is headed for
Wash ing ton to re ceive a gift of one gram of ra dium—
val ued at one hun dred thou sand dol lars!

RE PORTER. Pur chased for her by the mem bers of the Ma -
rie Cu rie Ra dium Club—an as so ci a tion of one hun dred
thou sand Amer i can women—

SOB SIS TER. —who each gave one dol lar to sup port hu -
man i tar ian re search with ra dium.

IRENE. Grace! Over here!
GRACE. Irene! Look! I got my cer tif i cate. Mem ber, Ma rie

Cu rie Ra dium Club!
IRENE. You gave a dol lar?
GRACE. It’s all for sci ence!
IRENE. Sci ence! What about my room and board?
GRACE. Oooh! There she is!
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(MADAME CU RIE steps up to the po dium with VON
SOCHOCKY and SOCIETYWOMAN. This is Cora
Middle ton, a well-heeled, well-spo ken woman of dig nity.
She takes a great in ter est in sci ence—and any other is -
sue likely to place her at the cen ter of ex cite ment.)

SOCIETYWOMAN. Wel come all, wel come all! I must ask 
you, la dies and gen tle men of the press, please limit your 
ques tions! Ma dame Cu rie is about to em bark on an ex -
haus tive tour of the coun try. And she is un der strict doc -
tor’s or ders to rest—al though, in the typ i cal fash ion of a
sci en tist who can think only of her re search, her life’s
work—she has re fused to rest! (Ap proval from the
CROWD.)

RE PORTER. Ma dame Cu rie! What will you do with the
ra dium?

MADAME CU RIE (in a thick Pol ish ac cent). Eh?
RE PORTER. What will you do with the ra dium?
MADAME CU RIE. Uh…I will con tinue my ex per i ments

to find better meth ods for ze treat ment of ze can cer. (Ap -
plause.)

SOB SIS TER. Is radium a cure for all can cer?
MADAME CU RIE. Cure for z e can cer? Yes, yes. Cure for

z e can cer! Zat is so. It has al ready cured all kinds of ze
can cer.

SOB SIS TER. But some doc tors dis pute that!
MADAME CU RIE. Zen zey do not un der stand ze method.

Zere is no ques tion—ra dium will cure ze can cer.
SOB SIS TER. Ma dame Cu rie!
RE PORTER. Ma dame Cu rie!
SOB SIS TER. Ma dame Cu rie! How have you man aged to

de vote your self both to sci ence—and to your chil dren?

Act I RA DIUM GIRLS 17

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



MADAME CU RIE. Ah. It has not been easy.  (Laugh ter
from CROWD.) But my daugh ters share my grat i tude to
z e Amer i can women for zere in ter est in sci ence and my
work. I am most grate ful.

RE PORTER. Ma dame Cu rie!
SOB SIS TER. Ma dame Cu rie!
RE PORTER. Ma dame Cu rie!
SOCIETYWOMAN. No more ques tions! Ma dame Cu rie is

on a tight sched ule! Mrs. An drew Car ne gie has sent a
car—and will es cort Dr. Cu rie per son ally—as will I—to
Wash ing ton—where Pres i dent Har ding will pres ent the
gift—of one gram of ra dium! (Cheers and ex cite ment as
MADAME CU RIE and CROWD ex its leav ing ROEDER
and LEE.)

ROEDER. You see that, Char lie? That is a mar ket ing op -
por tu nity! Let’s send her one of our cus tomer’s watches. 
Cour tesy, the United States Ra dium Cor po ra tion!

LEE. We’ll need a press re lease. (LEE takes notes as
ROEDER ru mi nates.)

ROEDER. Ra dium isn’t just for sci en tists to study. The av -
er age Amer i can can share in its glory ev ery night. Lu mi -
nous watches, lu mi nous clocks! Any one who thinks
these are just nov el ties, con sider all the other ad vances
that have taken place in the past fifty years—the elec tric 
light. The tele graph—

LEE. The tele phone!
ROEDER. The au to mo bile! In ven tions all once dis missed

as nov el ties—as toys—
LEE. —are now es sen tials to mod ern life. Got it. That

ought to sell some watches.
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ROEDER. Watches, ab so lutely. But that=s not where the
growth is now, Char lie. You heard the lady, it=s the med -
i cal mar ket.

LEE. And Stan dard Chem i cal owns it. 
ROEDER. Only be cause V on Sochocky lets them take it.

But if we wanted to, we could get half their busi ness.
It’s just a mat ter of po si tion ing.

LEE. Stan dard Chem i cal pub lishes its own jour nal. Sends it 
out monthly—to twelve thou sand doc tors. We could do
some thing sim i lar.

ROEDER. Some thing schol arly. T hat the doc tors would re -
spect.

LEE. A bib li og ra phy. List ing ev ery ar ti cle ever pub lished
on ra dium…

ROEDER. But with cap sule re ports—to save the doc tors
time. They’d get the in for ma tion, find it fast—

LEE. And have us to thank for it.
ROEDER. We’ll send it to ev ery doc tor in the U.S. Ra -

dium So ci ety.
LEE. Ev ery doc tor in the Amer i can Med i cal As so ci a tion.
ROEDER . That’s the spirit, Char lie. Ad ver tis ing. That’s

the wave of the fu ture. It’s not just the prod uct—it’s the
way you pro mote it.

( ROEDER and LEE exit as fac tory whis tle blows.)

SCENE 3

(The stu dio. The GIRLS en ter to set up for work. It is
four years af ter the first scene; they are older, more set -
tled, and a large di a mond en gage ment ring twin kles on
GRACE’s fin ger.)
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