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NILESAT TO EXPAND RESOURCE AT 7 DEGREES WEST THROUG H CONTRACT WITH

EUTELSAT FOR CAPACITY ON HOT BIRD™ 4 SATELLITE

Cairo / Paris, 5 September 2005

Nilesat and Eutelsat today announced the signature of a contract by the Egyptian operator to

lease capacity on Eutelsat’s HOT BIRD™ 4 satellite once it is relocated to 7 degrees West. The

satellite is scheduled to be repositioned to this location in second quarter 2006 after the launch

and entry into service of Eutelsat’s HOT BIRD™ 7A and 8 satellites.

This agreement supports Nilesat’s objective to accelerate its development in the broadcasting

market in the Middle East and the Gulf States. It positions Nilesat to benefit from capacity on

HOT BIRD™ 4 that Eutelsat has decided to redeploy to the 7 degrees West neighbourhood

already used by Nilesat to offer digital entertainment services through its Nilesat 101 and 102

satellites that already operate from 7 degrees West. Nilesat’s two satellites today broadcast

more than 280 television channels and 95 radio stations to an audience of about 15 million

satellite and cable homes. The new capacity leased by Nilesat will be commercialised under the

name Nilesat 103 from its scheduled availability in second quarter 2006.

For Eutelsat, the redeployment of its HOT BIRD™ 4 satellite underscores its own objective to

continue to expand its in-orbit resource for the Middle East and Gulf states where broadcasting

markets are rapidly evolving. The relocation to the 7 degrees West neighbourhood will also

open opportunities through ATLANTIC BIRD 2 which already provides coverage of these

regions from the nearby position of 8 degrees West.

“This agreement with Eutelsat marks an important development in the growth of broadcast

services provided by Nilesat from 7 degrees West. It brings us new capacity to add to the

resource on our own satellites according to a timetable that is well aligned to our expansion

programme”, said Amin Bassyouni, CEO of Nilesat. “The arrival of Eutelsat’s HOT BIRD™ 4

satellite at this neighbourhood presents us with an excellent opportunity for growth in a dynamic

broadcasting market in a way that is both cost-effective and efficient and it is a good opportunity

to assure the spirit of cooperation.”

 



For Giuliano Berretta, Eutelsat CEO, “One of Eutelsat’s longstanding strategic objectives is to

support the development of key video neighbourhoods for the Middle East and the Gulf states.

We are delighted that HOT BIRD™ 4 redeployed to 7 degrees West can provide the right fit to

the frequencies used by Nilesat 101 and 102 and that this will enable Nilesat to grow its offer to

TV viewers in the region. This first agreement marks a key stage in developing strong and

lasting relationships between our two companies which will benefit the broadcasting market

throughout the region.”

About Nilesat

The Egyptian satellite company (Nilesat) based in Cairo, the first Egyptian satellites operator, currently
owns two satellites co-located at 7 degrees West, Nilesat 101 launched on April 1998, the second is
Nilesat 102 launched in August 2000. The two satellites carry approximately 280 TV channels covering all
the Middle East countries; from Iran in the east to the Atlantic Ocean in the west, and from south Europe
in the north to the centre of Africa in the south.
For more info : www.nilesat.com.eg ; E-mail: nilesat@nilesat.com.eg

About Eutelsat
With capacity commercialised on 23 satellites that provide coverage over the entire European continent,
as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and significant parts of Asia and the Americas, Eutelsat is one of
the world's three leading satellite operators in terms of revenues. Its satellites are used for broadcasting
1,700 television and 850 radio stations to almost 120 million cable and satellite homes. They also serve
requirements for TV contribution services, corporate networks, mobile positioning and communications,
Internet backbone connectivity and broadband access for terrestrial, maritime and in-flight applications.
Eutelsat's broadband subsidiary Skylogic Italia markets and operates services through multimedia
platforms in France and Italy that serve enterprises, local communities, government agencies and aid
organisations in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. Headquartered in Paris, Eutelsat’s workforce
comprises 450 commercial, technical and operational experts from 25 countries.
www.eutelsat.com
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