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Preface

The situation of the Arab Bedouins in Israel is an issue of major concern. The lack of all essentials makes
their life a case of social hardship. The Bedouin minority in the Negev is one of the most discriminated
people with the least public awareness worldwide despite the fact that they are refused basic public
services like schooling, housing, health care, infrastructure and supply of water and electricity. No surprise
that the number of early school-leavers is significant and is almost twelve times higher compared to the
Israeli national average. Bedouin people in the unrecognized villages in Israel are denied their basic
human rights and have to live in constant fear of being forced to leave their unrecognized settlements.

This situation is no longer acceptable. It is an act of humanity to finally solve the problem of the
Bedouin in the Negev and to send out the unequivocal message that we don't leave them alone in
their desperate condition. The recommendations of the Goldberg commission should be implemented
and not be undermined by new proposals.

Israel is a pluralistic society. There are people, like the Bedouins, who have been living here for many
centuries. Others immigrated from all over the world. Ethnic, religious and national differences are
historically given. The point is to create a mechanism which helps to avoid conflicts. To protect minorities
therefore is as essential for a pluralistic, human and liberal community as to demonstrate respect for
the ruling of the elected majority.

Bedouins have the right to manage the most central factor of their identity in a sovereign manner, their
culture. This includes matters of language, education, cultural traditions and religion. No government
has the right to abolish or to substantially infringe human dignity and liberty of minorities. Their rights
must be guaranteed by law. Minorities must enjoy the full and unrestricted rights that go with citizenship.
Non-intervention of the government would not be enough. Non-discrimination is an obvious additional
prerequisite. And even more, the government should encourage everybody to play an active and
leading role in the protection of ancient customs, religion and culture.

In a liberal and democratic country all humans enjoy fundamental rights and the state serves the
people and not just the majority. The Bedouins are free citizens of the State of Israel and hence must be
guaranteed equal opportunities to exercise also their basic political rights. We have to realize that it is
a characteristic of human beings not to pay tribute to the one who denies him or her most fundamental
rights. Overcoming antagonism will add to mutual respect. It is my firm conviction that exclusion or
forced assimilation will never contribute to a sustainable solution.

Dr. Walter Klitz
Director — Jerusalem Office
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty
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