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CALL STAGE 1: EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

GUIDE FOR APPLICANTS
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About this Guide

This is version number 1 of the Guide for Applicants for calls published by the IMI Joint Undertaking. If this guide is revised during the course of IMI Joint Undertaking, the new Guide will be given a different version number and the changes will be indicated in this box.

Please note: This Guide is based on the rules and conditions contained in the legal documents relating to the IMI Joint Undertaking (in particular the Regulation and Statutes), all of which can be consulted via the IMI web-site. The Guide does not in itself have legal value, and thus does not supersede those documents.

General considerations 

Please read carefully before writing your application:

· Call identification and content (topics) (http://imi.europa.eu/call-1/call2008documents.zip): applicants may only apply for topics opened for expressions of interest under the Call referred to above. 

· Rules for participation (http://imi.europa.eu/call-1/call2008documents.zip): it is recommended that applicants read carefully how to form an Applicant Consortium, i.e. the number and type of participants allowed/requested, at the stage I submission of an Expression of Interest. 

Important:  pharmaceutical companies that are full members of EFPIA can not be part of an Applicant Consortium (a list of the EFPIA member companies may be found on the EFPIA web site)

· Rules for submission, evaluation and selection of Expressions of Interest and Proposals (http://imi.europa.eu/call-1/call2008documents.zip): it is recommended that applicants read carefully the 2-stage submission procedure (i.e. stage I - Expression of Interest, followed by stage II – Full Project Proposal), as well as the different steps towards Full Project Proposal evaluation and acceptance. 

· IPR rules (http://imi.europa.eu/call-1/call2008documents.zip): it is recommended that applicants read carefully the specific IPR rules applicable to all IMI projects. The IMI IPR rules are included in the Grant Agreement. 

· Grant Agreement and Project Agreement (http://imi.europa.eu/call-1/XXX): it is recommended that applicants acquaint themselves with the provisions of the Grant Agreement and with the model of Project Agreement before submitting an Expression of Interest. 

· Ethical principles: The IMI JU will not support projects which are contrary to fundamental ethical principles and those recalled in article 6 of the DECISION No 1982/2006/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 18 December 2006 concerning the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013).
How to apply

· Proposal language: Proposals may be prepared in any official language of the European Union. If your proposal is not in English, a translation of the full proposal would be of assistance to the experts. An English translation of the abstract may be included in the expression of interest.
· Submission of the proposal: The proposal template duly filled in must be submitted by the Coordinator of the Applicant Consortium before the deadline, as specified in the Call. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST OUTLINE
Important: to allow a fair evaluation, the space allowed in each section below is limited and must be completed using Times New Roman - 12 point.

Applicants must complete:
PART A:

1.   Form A1 for the Coordinator of the Applicant Consortium (see template forms next pages)
2. One form A2 for each Applicant organisation (including the coordinator's organisation) participating in the Applicant Consortium (see template forms next pages)
+

PART B:

1. Scientific case 

1.1. Describe the innovative approaches you intend to use to meet the project objectives and complement the EFPIA Consortium, as formulated in the Call (max two pages)
1.2. Composition of the consortium: Partnership case (max half page per participant)
For each participant:

          - Name of leading scientist and affiliation (legal entity)

          - Role / input in the Consortium (5 lines)

          - Expertise (10 keywords)

          - Three most relevant publications (or others: patents …)

1.3. Describe the unique features and the complementarities of your consortium (max one page)
1.4. Summary work plan (max two pages)
          - Overall strategy of the work plan

          - Work package list and summary plan

          - List of the main deliverables

2. Declare potential ethical issues (max half a page / not scored during evaluation)
Declaration
By participating in this Expression of Interest and submitting it to the IMI Joint Undertaking, each Participant declares that (i) he/she has read and understood the IMI IPR policy to be included as reference to the Grant Agreement, and (ii) to the best of his/her knowledge, as of the submission date, there is no agreement, or contract to which he/she is a party or to which he/she is bound, which might encumber his/her ability to comply with the IMI IPR rules.
	Expression of interest number
	
	Expression of Interest acronym
	


	General Information

	Expression of Interest Title
	

	Call identifier
	

	Topic code
	

	Abstract (max. 2000 char.) 

	


	Person representing the coordinator of the Applicant Consortium

	Family name
	
	First name(s)
	

	Legal name of organisationi
	

	Titleii
	
	Sex (Female – F / Male – M)iii
	

	Position in the organisation
	

	Department/Faculty/Institute/Lab name
	

	Address (if different from the legal address in form A2)

	Street name
	
	Number
	

	Town
	

	Postal Code / Cedex
	

	Countryiv
	

	Phone 1v
	
	Phone 2
	

	E-mail
	
	Fax
	


	Costs and funding

	Applicant n°
	Estimated costs (in €)
	Estimated requested IMI contribution (in €)

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	…
	
	

	…
	
	

	
	
	

	…
	
	

	Total
	
	


One form A2 from each applicant organisation in the Applicant Consortium 
	EoI Number
	
	EoI Acronym
	
	Applicant numbervi
	


	If registered for FP7, enter your Participant Identity Code (PIC)vii
	


	Information on the applicant organisation 

	Legal nameviii
	

	Organisation short nameix
	

	Legal Address

	Street name
	
	Number
	

	Town
	

	Postal Code / Cedex
	

	Countryx
	

	Internet homepage 
	


	Leading scientist representing the applicant organisation

	Family name
	
	First name(s)
	

	Titlexi
	
	Sex (Female – F / Male – M)xii
	

	Position in the organisation
	

	Department/Faculty/Institute/Lab name
	

	Phone 1xiii
	
	Phone 2
	

	E-mail
	
	Fax
	


	 Status of the applicant organisation


Please tick the relevant box(es) to characterise the organisation as completely as possible. 

	
	Natural personxiv

	
	Legal Personxiv

	
	Non-profit

	
	Non-profit research organisationxv


	
	Non-profit qualified patients organisation

	
	Public bodyxvi

	
	International organisationxvii

	
	Secondary and higher education establishmentxviii

	
	Enterprisexix

	
	SMExx

	
	None of the above 
	Please specify
	


	Dependencies with EFPIA member companies

	Dependency between the applicant organisation and an EFPIA member companyxxi? (Yes or No)
	

	If Yes:

	Name of EFPIA company
	
	Character of dependencexxii
	


i Organisation Legal Name
It is the official name of your organisation. If applicable, enter the name under which your organisation is registered in the official trade registers.

iiTitle
Please choose one of the following: Prof, Dr, Mr, Mrs, Ms.

iii Sex
This information is required for mailing and for statistical purpose. Please indicate with an F for female or an M for male as appropriate.

ivCountry
Insert the name of the country as commonly used.

v Phone and fax numbers
Please insert the full numbers including country and city/area code. Example: +32-2-2991111.

vi Applicant number
The number allocated by the consortium to the participant for this proposal. The co-ordinator of a proposal is always number one.
vii Participant Identity Code
If your organisation has participated to at least one FP7 indirect action (project), you have received a Participant Identity Code (PIC). If a valid PIC is entered, all the fields of part ( will be automatically pre-filled by stored data. Please make the modifications, if relevant.

viii Organisation Legal Name
It is the official name of your organisation. If applicable, enter the name under which your organisation is registered in the official trade registers.

ix Organisation Short Name

Choose an abbreviation of your Organisation Legal Name, only for use in this proposal. This should not be more than 4 characters and the same should be used for the participant in all documents relating to the proposal. 

x Country
Insert the name of the country as commonly used.

xi Title
Please choose one of the following: Prof, Dr, Mr, Mrs, Ms.

xii Sex
This information is required for mailing and for statistical purpose. Please indicate with an F for female or an M for male as appropriate.

xiii Phone and fax numbers
Please insert the full numbers including country and city/area code. Example: +32-2-2991111.

xiv Legal person or Natural person
Legal entities can be either legal persons or natural persons. A legal person is an entity created under national law of its place of establishment, or under Community law or international law, which has legal personality and which may, acting in its own name, exercise rights and be subject to obligations. Natural person refers to a physical person. The place of establishment refers in this case to the habitual residence of the person.

xv Research organisation
Research organisation means a legal entity established as a non-profit organisation that carries out research or technological development as one of its main objectives.

xvi Public body
Public body means any legal entity established as such by national law.

xvii International organisation
International organisation means an intergovernmental organisation other than the Community which has legal personality under international public law, as well as any specialised agency set up by such an international organisation.

xviii Secondary and higher education establishment
Organisations that deliver diplomas recognised by a country (typically universities).

xix Enterprise
Any entity engaged in an economic activity, irrespective of its legal form.

xx SME
SME means micro, small and medium sized enterprise within the meaning of Recommendation 2003/361/EC in the version of 6 May 2003 
(see http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm). 

An enterprise is considered as an SME, taking into account its partner enterprises and/or linked enterprises (please see the above mentioned recommendation for an explanation of these notions and their impact on the definition), if it:

· employs fewer than 250 persons

· has an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million, and/or

· an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million

· is autonomous

Please note that some additional requirements have to be fulfilled (see http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm).

The headcount corresponds to the number of annual work units (AWU), i.e. the number of persons who worked full-time within the enterprise in question or on its behalf during the entire reference year under consideration. The work of persons who have not worked the full year, the work of those who have worked part-time, regardless of duration, and the work of seasonal workers are counted as fractions of AWU. The staff consists of:

(a) employees;

(b) persons working for the enterprise being subordinated to it and deemed to be employees under national law;

(c) owner-managers;

(d) partners engaging in a regular activity in the enterprise and benefiting from financial advantages from the enterprise.

ATTENTION: Apprentices or students engaged in vocational training with an apprenticeship or vocational training contract can not be included as staff. The duration of maternity or parental leaves is also not counted.

The data to apply to the financial amounts (e.g. turnover and balance sheet), as well as to the headcount of staff, are those relating to the latest approved accounting period and calculated on an annual basis. They are taken into account from the date of closure of the accounts. The amount selected for the turnover is calculated excluding value added tax (VAT) and other indirect taxes.

In the case of newly-established enterprises whose accounts have not yet been approved, the data to apply is to be derived from a bona fide estimate made in the course of the financial year. These organisations must insert "N/A" for the two questions relating to the duration and the closing date of their last approved accounting period.

xxi Dependencies between participants
Two participants (legal entities) are dependent on each other where there is a controlling relationship between them:

· A legal entity is under the same direct or indirect control as another legal entity, 

or

·  A legal entity directly or indirectly controls another legal entity, 

or

· A legal entity is directly or indirectly controlled by another legal entity.

Control:

Legal entity A controls legal entity B if:

· A, directly or indirectly, holds more than 50% of the share capital or a majority of voting rights of the shareholders or associates of B, 

or

· A, directly or indirectly, holds in fact or in law the decision-making power in B

Direct or indirect holding of more than 50% of the nominal value of the issued share capital in a legal entity or a majority of voting rights of the shareholders or associates of the said entity by public investment corporations, institutional investors or venture-capital companies and funds shall not in itself constitute a controlling relationship. 

Ownership or supervision of legal entities by the same public body shall not in itself give rise to a controlling relationship between them.
xxii Character of dependence

Insert the appropriate abbreviation according to the list below to characterise the relation between your organisation and the other participant(s) you are related with:

· SG: Same group: if your organisation and the other participant are controlled by the same third party;

· CLS: Controls: if your organisation controls the other participant;

· CLB: Controlled by: if your organisation is controlled by the other participant.
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